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USSR _DECREES ON THE PRESS , 1917-1953

THE SIXTH CONGRESS OF THE RSDRP (b), (August, 1917)

A total of 157 delegates with a deciding vote and 110 delegates with
& consultative vote, representing sbout 246, 000 members of the party, were
present at the congress, which met in Petrograd from 26 July-3 August
(8-16 August, new calender) 1917.

The agenda of the congress was: (1) report of the Orgenization Bureau;
(2) report of the Central Committee of the RSDRP(b) [Russien Social-Demo-
cratic Workers' Party (Bolsheviks)]; (3) local reports; (4) the current
situation, including: (a) the war and the international situetion, end
(b) the political and economic % situation; (5) revision of the program;
(6) orgenizational problems; (7) elections to the Constituent Assenbly;

(8) the Internstional (instructed by the Central Committee to draw up a
resolutiox); (9) the unification of the perty; (10) the trade-union movement ;
(11) elections; §2) misces®sneous questions. In addition, the report of
G: K. Ordzhonikidze on V. I. Lenin's non-appém;ance at court was discussed.

The congress was held illegally. Pursued by the sleuths of the Pro-
visional Government, V. I. Lenin was una.b.le to be with the Acongress » but he
guided it secretly through his compenions-in-asrms and f:;uowers ) I.V.
Stelin, Ya. M. Sverdlov, V. M. Molotov, and G. K. Ordzhonikidze.

The political report of the Central Committee and i:,he question of the
politicel situation, in which the guiding instructions of V. I. Lenin were
stated, w;ere the main questions discussed by the congress. In his ;‘eports'
on these problems » I. V. Stalin pointed out that in spite éf all efforts
of the bourgeoisie to put down the revolution, the revolution was growing

and developing, and had produced the problem concerning the effecting of

workers' control over production and the diétribupion of products, concerning
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the transfer of land to the peasents, and concerning the transfer of power
from the hands of the bourgeoisie into the hands of the working class and
the poor peasants. The revolution was becoming spcialist in character.

At the congress, I. V. Stalin laid down the Leninist tactics of the
party in the struggle for the socialist revoluti_on, esteblished & slogan
for the preparation of armed revolt, defended the. Leninist theory of
socialist revolution, the theory of the possibility of the building up of
socialism initially in a single country. The congress decisively rebuffed
& group of Trotskyists who had spoken against the Party line on the prole-
‘terian revolution, and who had thought the victory of socialism in Russia
impossible.

The congress rejected the cepitulatory policy of Bukharin, which was
based on Trotskyist lines, and maintained that the peasants had assumed a
defensive attitude, and that they were in a bloc with the bourgeoisie and
were not following the working class. The congress rejected the amendments

of Preobrazhenskiy and Bukherin and approved the draft resolution on the

politicel situation proposed by I. V. Stelin.

. The congress discussed and approved the economic platform of the
Bolsheviks, the main principles of which were: confiscation of the land of
all landowners and the nationalization of all the lend in the country,
nationalization of banks, nationalization of ;Large-vscale industry, and es-
tablishment of worker's control over production end distribution.

The sixth congress emphasized with special force in all of its deci-

sions t}f Leninist principle on the unity of the proletariat and *.e poor

. beasentry, as conditions for the victory of the socialist ruvolution.: The
congress condemned the Menshevist theory of the neutgality of trade unions.
The question of the appearance of V. I; Lenin for trial was discussed
at the congress. Kamenev, Rykov, Trotskiy, and others -- even prior to the

congress -- thought that V. I. Lenin should appear &t the court of the

counter-revolutionaries. The congress decidedly spoke out against the

appearance of V. I. Lenin at court, erguing thaet this would not be a trial

“but a mockery of justice. The congress protested against the bourgeois-

politicel persecution of leaders of the revolutionary proletariat and sent
its greetings to V. I. Lenin .

The sixth congress adapted new party statutes. It was pointed out in
the party statutes that all party orgenizations should be built on the
principles of democratic centralism.

The perty manifesto issued by the congress called upon workers,
soldiers, and peasants to prepare their forces for the final battle with the
boux:geoisie. The sixth congress aimed the party &t en armed revolt, at a
socialist revolution.

The congress elected the following as members of the Central Committee:
V. I. Lenin, I. V. Stalin, Ya. M. Sverdlov, F. E. Dzerzhinskiy, Artem (F. A.

Sergeyev), S. G. Shaumyen, and others.

Orgenizational Report of the Central Committee (From the Report of Ya. M.

Sverdlov)

The Central Committee, through Pravda, has carried out both ideological

and practical leadership of the entire party. In Pravda the comrades have

_found answers to all theoretical queétions. During the time of the party's

underground existence, evasions were necessary, but now there is no need

for them. -- From Protokoly Shestogo S¥yezde RSDRP(b) (Proceedings of the

Sixth Congress of the RSDRP(b)), pp 37-38, 1934. [Note: Source citations

in this work are translated as they appear.]
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From Resolutions and Decisions of the Congress

1. The Pre-election Campaign to the Constituent Assembly

III. Agifation
7. Written agitation:

(a) publication of a peasant newspeper;

(b) popular pemphlets end leeflets, stating simply all the
basic slogans of our platform; )

(c) the publication by a Central Commission of & guide for
agitators, indicating the plan and contents of speeches, as well as lists of
‘the necessary literary sources. In addition, this guide should give the
main principles of the &lectoral law, its special features, and electoral
techniques.

8. Oral sgitation: to be conducted by cadres of trained workers.
To this end, short-term courses for agitators should be orgenized under the
Central Commission and in the local areas; in addition, the sending of
knowledgeable workers and soldiers into the villages during the election
campaign period should be practiced.

. 2. From the Statutes of the Russian Social-l?emdcratic Workers' Party

1. Anyone who e.ckhowledges the program of ‘the party, enters one
of its orgenizations, obeys all the resolutions o{(‘ the party, and pays
membership dues is recognized as a member of the party.

6. All orgenizations are autonomoiis within their own scope of
acfivify. Each orgenization of the party has the right to publish party
literature in its own name.

T. The party organizations are orgenized ._according to rayons and

oblasts. Rayon and oblast committees are elected at rayon and oblast con-

ferences.

50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6

The bounderies of rayons and oblasts are determined by rayon
conferences. In the case of a disagreement between neighboring oblasts,
resolution of the problem is turned over to the Central Committee.

8. New. party organizstions are approved by oblast committees, and
in their ebsence, by the Centrel Committee. Control over the approvals
rests with the Central Committee. The Central Committee announces each new
organization in the party press.

13. The Central Committee is elected ennuslly at the congress. For
its day-to-day work, the Central Committee chooses e small group from its
membership.

Plenery sessions of the Central Committee ere held at least
once every two months. The Central Committee represents the party in its
relaetions with other parties end institutions, orgenizes verious party
institutions end directs their activity, appoints the editorisl staff of
central orgens working under its control, orgenizes and manages enterprises
of general party importence, distributes the forces end resources of the

party, and menages the central fund of the party.

3. On Propagende

The growth of the perty orgenization and the inclusion within its
renks of the vast working messes from the first days of the revolutio'n
sherply pressed upon the party the question of the correct orgenization of
propagenda and agitation.

The flow of intelligentsis away from the ranks of the proletarian
party, beginning in 1905, beceme rempart after the February Revolution,
when the class content of the activity of our party inevitably determined
the attitude towerd it.of nonproletarien elements.

For the purpose of deepening the consciousness 6£j the mésﬁés united
in our party and adhering to it, for the purpose of strengthe-ning ‘the in-

fluence created by the political situation and by the historic role of d\}r -

-5 -
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organization, the [propaganda] section CSektsiya) considers necessary the
constant elucidation of our party progrem through Siiscussions » courses,
and lectures. Speciel attention should be given in the present case to
the clubs, the role of which is important in the-exiensicn and broadening
of our program. ’
For the purpose of drawing active workers from the proletarian

intelligentsia, the section considers necessary:

(1) the creatioﬁ of party schools, in which the workers could
learn to speek independently; °

(2) the publicetion of popular-scientific orgens, from which
the workers could extract materials for speeches on current topics and on
points of our program.

Manifesto of the Russian Social-Democratic Workers' Party

Workers of the world, unite!

To all laborers, workers, soldiers, and peasants of Russia:

Comrades! Five months have passed since the revolutionary proletariat
and troops overthrew the rule of whip and lash and?ut Nikolay Romenov under
iock and key. ‘ )

The workers threw off the cheins in which the -pélice order hed shackled
them. The soldier became a free citizen. In the midst of world barbarism
end. brutélity, the voice of the Rﬁssian Revolution resounded powerfully:
"Peace and brotherhood of nations."

The p'ro]:etaria’c had gone in advance of the revovlutionary fighters.
From the very beginning, the Russian proletariat hes -understood that for
the success of the Russian Revolution, for the cause of peace, and for the
cause of freedom, the mutusl support of the workers of all countries and
the international revolt of the enslaved and bleeding proleterians of Europe

were necessary. Its war-cry became: '"Long live the International Revolution!"

6 -

International capital answered this. cry with a plot sgainst the Russian
Revolution. For it, the Russian Revolution signified a break-through on
the imperialist front. The Russian Revolution threatened to kindle the
flame of world revolt, to shatter and smash the power of capitel, and to
grind into the dust the golden idol. For the international stock-exchange
wolves and the bosses of banks arose.'the full-blown problem: to smother
the Russien Revolution at any price, to destroy its forces , to decapitate
the international proletariat, and to slaughter its party. .

The invaders of Russie entered into a close alliance with them, and
they became bound with secret threads. From the very first days of the
revolution, the finenciel bourgeoisie and its party -- the so-called party
of nationel freedom -- concluded an agreement with the plunderers of West
Europeen imperiglism. The Russian bourgeoisie had nothing against the over-
throw of the autocracy of the tsar, the rule of which made impossible even
the conduct of war (the thievery and dissipation of tserist ministers pre-
vented this). But the further course of the revolution threatened it with
innumerable "terrors": the revolution was to transfer land to the peasents,
curb capitalism, arm the v‘aorker's » end put an end to the predatory policies.
In the dirty secret treaties of the bloody tsar, the "allied" bankers vowed
fidelity to the gene;'al cause of seizure of power and the smothering of the
Russian Revolution. The entry of Americe into the war inspired the allied
imperialists still further. They knew perfectly well the value of this

" which electrocutes its socialists, oppresses small nations  °

"great democracy,"
with weaspons in hend, end through the mouths of its diplomats, unparalleled
for their impudent cynicism, "harps" on lasting peace. The Americen multi-‘
millionaires, who have filied their vaults w-.Lth the gold coined from the

blood of those dying in the fields of devastated Europe, have mei'ged wéapons 3

finances, counterespionage, and diplomsts in order to ennihilate their German

colleagues in international plundering, and also to tighten the nopse of

strangulation around the neck of the Russian Revolution.
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The Russien bourgeoisie turned out to be tied in with the cepitalists
of Europe and America, through both genersl sims and a heavy gold chain,
the ends of which met in the banking houses of London end New York. Thus
vas orgax;ized the capitelist bloc against the revolution.

The petty bourgeoisie of Russia, the upper s*;:re.ta. of the peasantry,
and part of the workers and impoverished peasants who were deceived by
capitalism, did not see and did not went to see all the dengers of the capi-
talist conspiracy. Their parties, the Mensheviks and the Social-Revolu-
tionaries, with a majority in the Soviets, went with the large bourgeoisie.
They took the standpoint of defense, not understanding that the bourgeoisie
of all the countries deceives the workers with this word and while it talks
about defense, is thinking sbout seizure of power. They decided not to take
all power into their own hands but trensferred it to the bourgeoisie. They
cordially greeted the "socialist-patriotic" agents of West European capitalism,
those deceivers and poisoners of the people. With each day they became
more entangled in the nets which international cepital was spreading.

Only the revolutionary proletariat and its party, supported by the

poor peasents and soldiers, sounded the alarm. The perty of proleterian

socialism, the party of international revolution, steadfastly and consistently
tore the deceitful mask of peace-lovers from the ‘imperialist plunderers.
It unmasked all the intrigues of the bourgeoisie, and criticized the coward-

‘liness, indecision, and helplessness of the Men hevist and Social-Revolutionary

tactics. With great insistence it demanded the transfer of power into the
hends of the people, a bresk with the cepitelists of all countries, the
publication of all secret treaties‘w'hich were concealed from the people.
It demended the immediate transfer of the land to the peasents, workers'
control over production, and universal peace, concluded by the people them-
selves. "Bread, peace, and freedom!¥ was written on its red banner. )

In the country, writhing in the throes of a three-yeer war, an unpre-

cedented economic end finencisl crisis formed like en avelanche. The cruel

-8 -

hammer of war crushed and ground to dust the surviving remains of the ac-
cumulated national wealth. With each day the count?ry was becoming more
and more like a paralytic. The destruction of productive forces and their
barbarous plundering led to bankruptcy. The wer, like a great veampire,
sucked dry all its lifeblood and took away all its power, There was no
fuel, raw materials, or breed. The spectre of famine began to welk through
the cities, through the living quarters of the poor. The bottomless abyss
ruin gaped before the country.

Capital is deliberately pushing the people into this abyss.

The upper bourieocirie aggravated the crisis and strengthened anarchy by
shutting down enterprises and discrg'anizing production. The united syndica-
lists, while wailing about patriotism and the motherland and exposing re-
volutionary workers, to dishonor, persistantly and systemfiaticelly impeded
the course of production - in order to seize all power within its grasping
claws, aefter having created chaos and turmoil and placing the bleme on the
workers. In the ruins of the national economy, ensnerled in the convulsions
of war, and over the bones of countless ruined petty businessmen, the hyenas
of large-scale capitalism, greedily seizing febulous profits in provisions
and profiting by the femine of the impoverished masses » conducted their
impudent policy of onslaught upon the working class. Within the lower strata
an undercurrent of dissatisfaction and indignﬁtion with capitalism and its
ministers begen to ript_sn. The grumbling of the millions in ‘the armies of
labor was becoming more and more audible.

They were answered with a politicel attack. The united capital of the
allies drew up its forces for an asseult on the Russian Revolution. English‘
end Americen capitelists, who, as creditors, were becoming the masters of
Russien life, united with their faithful Russian handmaiﬁensl’, .decided to
deliberately drive the patently unprepared arnw into battle. The result of

the battle was not importent to them.” The frustration of the armistice, the

-9 -
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reneval of military operations, and the.reinforcement of the power of the
commanding officers were important to them. They agein had to harness the
exhgusted army to the chariot of war. They had to drown out the claps of
thunder of the class struggle and revolution with the roer of cannon.

‘The Social-Revolutionaries and the Mensheviks x;pproved the policy of
a..tta.ck and betrayed both themselves and the revolution. With their constant
conciliation with the imperialists and their lack of any hint of resolute-
ness, they gave themselves into cap.t’.‘ivity to the inveterate plunderers.
With their own hands‘ they turned the power over to the couﬂter-revolutionary
militery cligue. And the triumphant big shots of the banks and stock-exchanges
are now insolently defying the people, declaring openiy their desire to con-
duet a war "to the finish", that is, without end, until it breaks from the
pressure of the gold from the vault of the Americen Morgans, "until the bloody
dew thoroughly soeks the fields of the land which has been torn to pieces.

The bourgeoisie were temporarily succeeding. Where were the majestic
appeals for the brotherhood of all nations? Where were the unfurled banners
of the world revolution? The Social-Revolutionaries and the Mensheviks re-
piaced these sppeals with the appeals for the continuation of the war. The
servants of the bourgeoisie handed over these banners to-be desecrated.by
the heroes of aggression; they smeared them with mud.’ ’

An increase of dissatisfaction and 1ndlgna.tlon was the response given
this policy by the proletariat and progressive sold:.ers. And the stormy,
spontaneous outburst of this indignation led the worker and soldier out-
into the street, while the Constitutionai-Démocratic ‘min_isters » Who had ;'e-
ceived a secret dispatch on the failure of the attack,- hastened to go off
end place all the responsibility on their "socialist" -lackeys. The 3rd and
4th of July placed before th& leaders of the petty«bourgeois 'socialism"
and before the Soviet majority ‘chls grea‘c historical problem. on whose

side were they -~ with the proletariat against the .counter-revolution, or
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with the counter-revolution against the proletariat? In those days one

hed to make a decision. Here one hed to choose clearly and definitely.

And they chose, these ministerial socialists: against the workers and
soldiers who displayed on their banner the slogan: "All power to the Soviets!"
The leaders of the Soviets called out the suppressor army. Having entangled
themselves in conciliation with the counter-revolution, they supported this
counter-revolution .and directed the muzzle of a gun ageinst the workers'
battalions, against the cream of the revolutionary forces, ageinst the party
of the proleteriat. Only this party, our party, remsined stending at its
post. Only'it, in this fatal hour of freedom, did not desert the workers'
querters. Only it sought to impart a peaceful and orgenized nature to the
action, in going along with the masses. This was its revolutionary duty.
Its revolutionary honor demended this.

The Mensheviks end Social-Revolutionaries, carrying out the will of the
bourgeoisie, disarmed the revolution while at the same time arming the
counter-revolution. The bourgeoisie let them engage in the dirty business
of suppression and destruction. With their silent consent the frenzied. dogs
of villainous bourgeois slander were unleashea ageinst the glorious leaders
of our party. It was they who carried on a disgraceful s;xd shameful trade
involving ‘the lives of the proletarian leaders, betraying them one after the
other to the enraged bourgeoisie. It was they who betrayed the heart of the
revolution, a hgeart, vwhich could be heard i)eatihg throughout the world, the .

capital of Russia, to being torn apart by the miliuary cadets (Yunkery) end

the Cossacks. It was'with their help that Pravda was raided and there began

& violent advance against the left flank of the revolution.
The July days opened & new page of hlstory For the flrst time the
counter-revolution temporarily geined a decisive victory, and power went

into the hands of the bourgeoisie and the military staff. Up until then

power had been divided equally. Up until then tremendous power had been in
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the hands of the Soviets. Behind them stood the armed masses of soldiers and
workers, the free peoplé. Now the Soviets began to lose their strength.
Having disarmed the workers, disbanded the regiments of the revolution,

and herded Cossacks into the principal cities, they bound themselves hand
ahd foot, end converted themselves into en appendage of the bourgeois govern-
ment. They silenced the "socialist" ministers. Their bourgeois colleagues
chained them. They used them when it was necessary to suppress something,
and spat upon them when ‘they rose up to protest.

Having transferred power into the hands of the counter-revolution and
having betrayed the revolution, the leaders of the lower middle classes, of
the Social-Revolutionsries and the Mensheviks, begen to underwrite almost
g1l the counter-revolutionary measures of the governmgnt. The red flag of
freedom was lowered. In its place flew the black flag of capitel punishment.
The executions of soldiers and workers, censorship, judicial slender, counter-
espionage, arrests, the restoration of the hated tserist legel provisions
against political crimes, dirty Okhrana slander -- a.ll‘ the charms of the old
regime have been set in motion by the new governments for "the salvation of
the revolution" -- by a government which is arresting revolutionaries, setting
free tsarisf miﬁisters and provocateurs, postponing ‘t:he convocation of the
Constituent Assembly, and today convoking instead the counterrevolutionary
"Moscow Conference of t}.xe 'Big Shots' of Industry end Trede." Having
strex;“gthened its position within the country, the counter-revolution went
‘over to old methods in other respects. A decisive attack is being carried
on against ‘the Ukrainians not only be decrees , but also by cuirassiers.
They are disbending the Finnish Seim and are using armed force to threaten
the very right to self-determination, which was so solienmly proclaimed in
.official declarations. Dark intrigues are being carried on through govern-

ment envoys ageinst the meeting of &ven the most moderate "socialists" in

Stqckholm .
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The slogan, "Peace without Annexation" was relegated to the a.fchives,
and in its place the Milyukov end Guchkov slogen was displayed: "War to
Complete Victory". Kerenskiy proclaims the slogen, "Annihilate the Bolsheviks"b
end sends e telegram "in the neme of the Russien people" to that next-of-kin
of Wilhelm Hohenzollern and Nikolay Romenov -- the English Xing George. The
slogan of the revolution: "Peace to the Hovels, War Against the Palaces"
is being repleced by the slogan" '"Peace to the Palaces, War Ageinst the
Hovels".

But the counter-revolution is celebrating its victory prematurely. It
cannot feed the hungry with a bullet. It cennot wipe away the tears of
mothers end wives with the Cossack lash. It cannot dry the sea of suffering
with lasso and noose. It cannot soothe the people with bayonets. I+t cannot
stop the breakdown of industry with a peremptory order.

The subterranean forces of, history are at work. In the very depths of
the populer masses, an undercurrent of dissatisfaction is ripening. The
peasants need land, the workers need bread, and both these and others need
peace. The stormy petrels have already begun to wing their way throughout
the wc;rld. In England the workers are already beginning an open stru,égle
against the control of capitalism; in F;“ance, soldiexls aré agitating for
peace and revolution; “in Germany, there is continuous ferment and strikes
and in America, the bourgeoisie is turning to the execution of socialists
raising the banner of the struggle ageinst war; Spein has been enveloped in
the flemes of the revolutionary struggle of classes. Financiers of.all
countrie_zs are already meeting in secret conferences to discuss the imminent
threat. They already hear the iron step of the workers' revolution. They
already see the inevitable.

Our perty is going into this close combat with flying banners. Tt
holds them firml:_/ in hand. It has not bowed before the ravishers end the
dirty slanderers ) the traitors tc the revolution, and the servants of capi-

talism. Henceforth, they will ﬁold these banners high, while fighting for
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socialism and for the brotherhood of nations. For it knows that a new
movement is approaching, and the death-hour of the old world is coming.

Prepare for new battles, comrades-in-arms.! Steadfastly, bravely, and
calmly, without yielding to provocation, gather up your forces, form fight-
ing columns! .Under the banner of theé party, you proletariat and soldier!
Under our banner, you oppressed of the villages!

Long live the revolutionary proletariat!

Long live the union between the workers and poor peasantry!

Dovn with the counter-revoiution end its "Moscow Conference”!

Long live the world workers' revolution!

Long li\lre socialism!

Long live the Russian Sociel-Democratic Workers' Party (Bolsheviks)! --
The Sixth Congress of the Russian Social-Democratic Workers' Party (Bolsheviks),
Petrograd, 12 August 1917.

The gbove selections from resolutions and decisions of the Sixth Con-
gress are taken from KPSS v Rezolyutsiygkh i Resheniyakh (The CPSU in Resolu-
tions and Decisiohs‘), vol 1, pp 379-380, 384-385, 387, 389-39k.

DECREE ON THE PRESS (NOVEMBER, 1917)

In the terrible decisive hour of t};e revolution and the days immediately
following it, the Provisional Revolutionary Committee was forced to under-
teke a whole sei’ies of measures against the counter-revolutionary press in
its various [political].shadings. )

Immediately ,theré arose from all sides cries that the new socielist
government was thus violating the fundemental principle of their program,
havi;xg infringed upon the freedom of the press. ‘

'I;he worker and peasant government turns the attention of the populace
to the fact that in our society what is really hidden behind this liberal

sereen is fr,eedoni for the propertied classes to teke into their own hends

-1k -

the lion's share of all the newspapers, freedom to-freely poison the minds
eand to sow discord in the consciousness of the masses.

Everyone knows that the bcurgeois press is one of the most powerful
weapons of the bourgeoisie. Especially in this critical moment when the
new governmént, the government of workers and péasants , is just gaining °
strength, it is impossible to leave this weapon entirely in the hands of
the enemy, as it was no less dangerous in these times than bombs and machine-'
guns. That is why temporary and special measures heve been taken to suppress
the stream of dirt and slander, in which the yellow and green [peasant] press
would readily drovm the new victory of the people.

As soon as the new order gains strength, all administrative influence
upon the press will be discontinued, and full freedom established for it
within the limits of legel responsibility, in accordence with the broadest
and most progressive law in this respect.

Considering, however, the fact that constraint of the press even in
critical moments is permissible only within the limits of absolute necessity,

the Council of People's Commissars decrees the following:

General Reguletion on the Press

1. Only the following press organs are subject to closure: (1) ‘those
which invite open resistance or disobedience to the worker and peasant
government; (2) those which spread discord by ms;ans of clearly slanvierous
distortion of facts; (3) those which invite acts of a clearly criminal,
that is, criminally punishable nature.

2.‘ Restraints upon orgens ‘of the press, either temporary or permenent,
are to be imposed only in accordance with dec;‘ees of the Council of People's
Commissars.

3. The present regulation is of a temporary nature and will be re-

placed by a special ukase with the return of normal conditions of public

life. -- Vledimir Ul‘'yanov (Lenin) , Chairmen of “the Council of People'é- -

Commissars. From Pravda, 10 November 1917.

“
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:  ON THE REVOLUTIONARY TRIBUNAL ON PRESS AFFAIRS; A DECREE OF THE

COUNCIL OF PEOPLE'S COMMISSARS (JANUARY, 1918)

(l) The Revolutionery Tribunel on Press Affairs is set up under the
Revolutionaery Tribunel. The jurisdiction of the -Revolutionary Tribunel on
Press Affairs extends to crimes end misdemeanors sgainst the people ) éom—
mitted through the use of the press.

(2) To crimes and misdemeanors through the use of the press belong all
dispatches containing false or distorted information on occurrences of public
life, in so far as they are infringements upox; the rights and interests of
the revolutionary people, as well as violations of laws issued by the Soviet
government concerning the press.

(3) The Revolutionary Tribunal on Press Affairs consists of three per-
sons, elected for a term of not more than three months by the Soviet of
Workers', Soldiers', and Peasants' Deputies.

(4) (&) Committee of Inquiry, consisting of three persons elected by
the Soviet of Workers', Soldiers', and Peasants' Deputies, is set up under
the Revolutionary Tribunal on Press Affairs for the carrying out of preliminary
investigations. C '

(b) Upon receipt of Teports or complsints, the Committee of Inquiry
must, within 48 hours, consider them and draw up a case for court triel or
arrenge for a hearing in a session of the Revolutionary Tribunal.

(c) Decisions of the éomnittee of Inquiry concerning errests,
searches, seizures, and the release of arrested pérsons are valid if they are
mede by & bosrd consisting of three persons. In cases which are not urgent,
measures of suppression can be taken individually b‘y each }nember of the

Committee of Inquiry, provided such measures are approved by the Committee

of Inquiry within 12 hours.
(d) Decrees of the Committee of Inquiry are cexried out by the Red
Guards, the militia, and the troops and executive organs of the Republic.

~'16 -

(e) Complaints on decisions of the Committee of Inquiry are made
to the Revolutionary Tribunel and are considered in en administrative
session of the Revolutionary Tribunal on Press Affairs.

(£) The Committee of Inquiry has the right to: (1) demand from
all departments end officials, and also from all locel self-governments,
legal esteblishments and authorities, notarial institutions, public and
professionel organizations, commercial-industrial enterprises, state, public,
and private credit estsblishments the furnishing of needed information and.
documents, and also cases which have not been terminsted; (2) to review
through their own members and through especislly delegated persons the cases
of all the establishments and authorities mentioned in the previous item
for the extraction of needed information.

(5) Investigation takes place with the participation of prosecution and
defense.

(6) A1l citizens of both sexes who enjoy political rights are per-
mitted to act as prosecutors and defenders, having the right of participa-
tion in the case.

(7) Sessions of the Revolutionary Tribunal on Press Affairs are ‘public.
A full report Of, ell the sessions is made in the Revolutionery Tribunal on
Press Affairs.

(8) Decisions of the Revolutionary Tribunel on Press Affeirs ere final
and are not subject to appeal. "The Connpisgariat, for cases of the press,
under the Council of Workers', Soldiers', and Peasants' Deputies, carries
out the decisions and sentences of the Revalutioﬁary Tribunal on Press Affairs.

(9) The Revolu‘cioﬁary Tribunel on Press Affairs assigns the following
punishments: (1) a monetary fine, (2) en expression vof’public rep;‘oach,
concerning which the press is enlisted to inform the general public by
methods indicated by the Tribunal,” (3) conspicuous publicatior; of the sen-

tence or even a special refutation of the false information, (&) iemporary

or permsnent suspension of publicgtion or removael from circulation,
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(5) confiscation to public property of printing-houses or the publishing
equipment of the newspaper, if said equipment belongs to those indicated, (6)
deprivation of freedom, (7) benishment from the capital, from verious dis-
tricts, or from the limits of the Russian Republic, (B) deprivation of all
. or part of the political :Eights of the guilty party. '
( 10) The upkeep of the Revolutionary Tribunal on Press Affairs is as-
signed to the government. -- V..Ul'yanov (N. Lenin), Cheirmen of the Council

of People's Commissars. From Gazeta Rebochego i Krest'yanskogo Pravitel'stva

(Newspeper of the Workers' end Peasants' Government), No 30, 22 February 1918.

EDITORIAL IN THE FIRST ISSUE OF THE NEWSPAPER "BEDNOTA" (March 1918)

From time immemorial it has been the custom in the world that some
people live in wealth, doing nothing, while others, even though they work,
live in inescapable poverty.

And for a long time the poor have been constently striving to destroy
such unjust customs. R

" There should be neither rich nor poor. All workers should be equal and

provided with all necessities. He who does not wish to work does not have

the right to an existence.
But it is not easy to put an end to these déep-ro;ted, accursed customs.
They have taken root too deeply. .
. Each step. forward requires terrible sacrifices on the part of the people.
Nevertheless, we are moving forward. .
The mein instrument for the enslavement of the workers (property being

' invested in the land) hes now been taken from the hends of the enemies of

the people.
The poor are already spproaching the other strongholds of the existing
order -- banks, plents, and facfories -- and forcingthém to serve the

people and not the capitalists.

The path of the people toward liberation is hard and thorny. Along
with the victories, defeats have sometimes been suffered here.

But a finel victory is ineviteble, end it is not fer distant. The
poor of the cities and villages will conquer and destroy wealth and poverty.

Our newspaper will serve the great cause of the struggle of the city
and village poor for .the finel liberation of lebor from the rule of capi-~
talism. -- From Bednota (Poverty), 27 March 1918.

LETTER OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE RKP ON

PROLETKULTY (PROLETARTAN CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS) (DECEMBER, 1920)

The Central Committee of our party and, with its instructions, the
communist fraction of the last All-Russien Congress of Proletkulty has
adopted the following resolution:

1. On the basis of the interrelations of the proletkult with Narkompros
@eople's Commissariat of Education) , a closer intimacy of the work of both
organs should be prescribed in accordance with the resolution of the Ninth
Congress of the RKP (Russian Communist Party).

2.> The creative work of proletkult should be one of the .r_‘gmponent
parts of the work of Narkompros as an organ effecting proletarian dicté.tor—
ship in the field of culture.

3. Accordingly, the centrsl orgen of proletkult, teking en active
part in the politicel and educational work of the Narkompros, enters it in
the status of a section, subordinate to Nerkompros and guided in its work by
the direction dictated to Narkompros by the RKP.

4., The interrei&tions of the local organs -- the sections of public
education and political education - with the proletkults are formed ac-
cording to the following pattern: the local proletkults enter thé publiq
education sections as subsections, and they are guided in their wofk by the .
direction giyen to the guberniya publié¢ education sect;i.ons hy: the guberniya_

committees of the RKP.
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5. The Central Committee of the RKP gives instructions to the Narkompros
to create and maintain conditions which will guarantee to the proletarians
the opportunity for free creative work in their institutions. i

The Central Committee of the RKP considers it necessary to g‘iva the
following explanations' to the comrades of-the proletkults, and to the leaders
of local and guberniya sections of public educetion and party orgenizations.

The proletkult sprang up before the October Revolution. It was pro-
claimed "independent" by the worker's organization, independent of the Min-
istry of Public Education at the time of Kerenskiy. The October Revolution
chenged the perspective. The proletkults continued to be "independent",
but now this was "independence" from the Soviet government. For this and
a number of other reasons, elements socially alien to us rushed into the
proletkults, petty-bourgeois elements, which sometimes actuelly teke the
leadership of the proletkults into their own hands. Tuturists, deceadents,
supporters of a hostile Marxism of idealist philosophy, and finelly, simply
unlucky wretches from the ranks of bourgeois publicists end philosophers 5
began here a;gd there to change everything in, the proletkults.

Under a sort of Yproletarian culture," théy presented to the workers
bourgeois view‘s in philosophy (Machism). And in the field of art they in-
stilled ‘the workers with sbsurd, unnatural tastes (futurism).

-Instead of helping the .p‘roletarien youth to study seriously, to extend
its commist method of approach to aJJ. 'problems of life and ert, these
a;rtists and philosophers -- who were essentially far from communism and’vere
hostile to it -- havﬁ'ng declared themselves truly pro]:etaria.n, prevented the
workers who had been seized by the proletkults frpn; tr;aveling the wide road
of fre‘e‘ and real proletar‘ia.n.creativa work. The inté’l-ligentsia groups and
cliques, under the guise-of proletarian culture, thrust upon the outstand-

, ing workers their own semi-bourgeois philosophical ".sjrstems" and devices.

. The seme enti-Marxist opinions, which flourished so prolifically after the

defeat of ttte Revolution of 1905, dizring the :fears 1907-1912, occupied the

minds of the "socialist-democrat..ic" intelligentsie, who were drunk at the
time of the reaction with divine creation and other types of idealistic
philosophy; the anti-Marxist groups of intelligentsia were now trying to
instill the proletkults with these same opinions in a disguised form.

If our party until now has not interfered in this matter, then this
is explained by the fact that, being oz.:cupied with military work on the
fronts, our party could not always pay the proper attention to these vital
problems. Now, when the opportunity is arising before the party to be more
‘thoroughly occupied with cultural-educational work, the party should pay
much more attention to the problems of popular education in general and
to the proletkults in pariicular.

These very intelligentsia elements, which tried to smuggle through

' are not

their reactionary opinions in the guise of "proleterien culture,"
stirring up loud agitation against the resolution of the Central Committee
mentioned ebove. These elements are trying to interpret the resolution of
the Central Committee as a step which will supposedly hinder the workers
in their artistic creative work. This, of course, 1.5 not so. The best work-
ing elements of the proletkults understand completely the motivgs by which
the Central Committee of our party has been guided.

The Central Committee not only does not want to bind the init:iative of
the working intelligentsia in the field of ar‘i;istic crea{‘tive work; it wants
to create for it sounde;j, more normel conditions end give it the opportunity
to have a fruitful effect on the whole matter of arfistic creative work.
The Central Committee clearly realizes the fact that now, when the war is
ending, the interest in the problems of artistic creative work and proleterian
culture among the workers will grow increasingly. The Central Committee
values and respects the aspiration of the outstending workers to put first
problems concerning the richer spiritual development of personality, ete.

The perty will do everything possible to have this matter really get into
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the hends of the working intelligentsia, end to have the worker's govern-
ment give the working intelligentsia everything necessary for this purpose.
From the draft of directions drawn up by Narkomp-ros and approved by the
Central Committee of our party, ax;y interested person will see that the
autonomy of the reorgenized worker's proletkults in the field of artistic
creative work has been guaranteed. The Central Committee gave quite exact :
instructions in this plen for the activity of. Narkoml;ros. And the Central
Committee will watch and instruct the guberniya committees to see that the
guardianships over the reorgenized proletkults do not become small-minded.
At the seme time the Central Committee reaslized that in the field of
art the same intelligentsia elements which have exerted a corrupting in-
fluence in the proletkults have made themselves felt until now in Narkompros
itself. The Central Committee is striving to have the above-mentioned
bourgeois tendencies eliminated elso in the Narkompros. The Centrel Com-
mittee made a special resolution concerning the fact that the guberniya
public education sections, which will, in accordence with the new decision,
direct the work of the proletkults and will be composed of people who have
been strictly examined by the party. In the mergir;g :cf the guberniya public
education sections with the proletkults, the Central Committee sees a gue.‘ran-
tee that better proletarian _aleménts, vhich until now have been united in
the proletkults, will now take a very active part in this work and thus
help the party to give a truly proletarian nature to all the work of Nar-
kompros. The Central Committee of our party also calls for a merging as close
as poséibl'e, and for harmonious work among our educa;ti_onal organizations,
which should ell become -- not in word but in deed»}-—,organs of a real,

genuine, proletarian culture. ~-- From Pravda, 1 December 1920.
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THE TENTH CONGRESS OF THE RKP(b) (MARCH, 1921)

Resolution of the Congress on Party Unity

1. The Congress directs the attention of all the members of the party
to the fact that unity and solidarity of its numbers, the guarantee of com-
plete trust among the members of the party and of work of truly harmonious,
truly realized unity of mind of the vanguard of the proletariat is especisally
necessary at the present moment, when é. number of circumstances are in-
tensifying the indecisiveness among the petty-bourgeois population of the
country.

2. Meanwhile, some signs of factionalism have come to light prior to
the general party discussion concerning trade-unions in the party, that is,
the springing up of groups with special platforms and with the aspiration
to withdraw to some extent and create their own group discipline.

It is necessary that all class-conscious workers clearly realize
the herm and intolerability of any factionalisnr whatsoever, which inevit-

ably leads, in fact to the weekening of harmonious work and to intense

repeated attempts of enemies who adhere to the governmental party to deepén

the division end to use it for the purpose of a counter-revolution.

The utilization by enemies’ of the proletariat of all ;ieviations
from the strictly steadfast comminist line showed itself with the greatest
clearness in the Kronstadt revolt, when the bourgeois counter-revolition and .
the white guaerds in ell the countries of the world suddenly revealed their
readiness to accept the slogans of even the Soviet regime, just to ove;---
throw the dictatorship of the proletarigt in Russia, end when:the soéizﬂ.igt- .
revolutionaries and the general bourgeois counter-revolution used ﬁﬁe, slogans
of revolt in Kronstadt as though in the name of the Soviet po‘wer;but against
the Soviet government in Russia. Such facts show fully that the vhite guards

are striving for end can turn into communists and can even appear to be -
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"left" of them, just to wesken end overthrow the stronghold of the pro-
letarien revolution in Russia. Menshevist leaflets in Petrograd on the eve
of the Kronstadt revolt show sinﬁlm‘ly how the Menshevists used the dif-r
ferences ﬁthin the RKP actually in order to instigate and support the
Kronstadt rebels, the socialist-revolutionaries, and tﬁe vhite guards, but
appearing in words to be enemies of the revolt and supporters of the Soviet
power, with supposedly only smell corrections. ’ )
3. Propagenda on the given problem should consist, on the one hand,
of a detailed explanation of the herm and danger of i:actionalism from the
standpoint of unity of the party and the realization of unity of the will
of the venguard of the proletariat, as basic conditions for: the success of
the dictatorship of the proletariat; on the other hand, it should consist
of an explanation of the originelity of the latest tacticel methods of the
enemies of the Soviet power. These enemies, having been convinced of the
hopelessness of the counter-revolution under the unfurled white~-guard flag,
are now meking every effort, using the discord within the RKP, to promote
the counter-revolution in eny event through the transfer of power to the
political groupings which are seemingly closest to acknowledgement of the
Sov_ietr power. . _ ) o
The propagenda should also elucidate the experience of the pre-
vious revolutions, when the counter-revolution suppor‘ted the petty-bourgeois
groupings closest tt.; the extreme revolutionary party, in order to shake and
overthrow the revolutionary dictators>hip, thlis oi:ening the way for the sub-
sequent co@lete victory over the counter-revolution, the capitalists, and
the landowners. .
4. It is necessary that each o.rganization of the party watch closely
to see that the sbsolutely necessary criticism 6f the shortcomings of the
perty, any analysis of the general lines of the parfy, or a calculation of

its practical experience, verificaefion of the execution of its decisionms,

=

and the method of correcting errors, etc., be placed for discussion before
all the members of the party, and not before groups which are putting

together some "platform,"

ete. For this purpose, the Congress prescribes
that a reguler "Debate Leaflet" and special collections be published. Each'
one, appearing with a criticism, should teke into consideration the position
of the party among the enemies surrounding it, and also should by direct
participation in goviet and party work strive for correction in the matter
of mista.kes of the party.

5. Instructing the Central Committee to carry out a complete abolish-
ment of any factionalism, the Congress declares at the same time that in
regard to the problems which attract the special attention of the members
of the party -- purifying the party of non-proletarien and unreliable ele-
ments, the struggle against bureaucratism, the development of democracy and
the independent action of workers, etc. -- any business proposals whatever
should be considered with the greatest attention and tested in practical
work. All the members of the party should know that for these problems the
party will not carry out all the necessary measures, meeting a whole series
of various obstacles, end that, while rejecting definitely -unbusinesslike
and factional criticism, the party will nevertheless continue tirelessly,

“71‘:esting ne‘v.;'rm;att;ods , to struggle with any means egainst bureaucratism, for
the extension of democracy and independent action, and for the revelation,
disclosure, and expulsion of those who [falsely] adhere to the party, etc.

6. The Congress prescribes that all groups which have formed on some
platform or other be dispersed immediately with_dut exception and instructs
gll the organizetions to watch closely to see thet no factional speeches
are permitted. Non-observance of this resolution of the Congpess should
result in unconditional and immediate expulsion from the pa_pty.

7. In order to effect strict discipline within the party and in all

coviet work and to achieve the greatest unity with the elimination of all




factionalism, the Congress gives the Central Conmtte:a the authority to
employ, in the case (or cases) of a violation of discipline or the revival
or permission of factionalism, all measures of party punishment up to ex~
pulsion from the party,. and with respect to members of the Central Com-
mittee, their reduction to cendidate status and even, as en extreme measure,
expulsion from the party. As a condition for the application of such a
severe measure (for members of the Central Cormi}‘.tee y ‘candidates to the
Central Committee, and members of the Control Commiss‘ion) there should be a
convocation of a plenum of the Central Committee with an invitation to a1l
cendidates of the Céntral Committee and all members of the Coqtrol Committee.
If such a general meeting of the most responsible leaders of the pa.rts; finds
necessary by a two-thirds vote the reduction of a member of the Central
Committee to cendidate status or his expulsion from the party, then such a
measure should be carried out immediately.

(Note: Point T of the above resolution, in accordance with a decision
of the [Tenth] Congress, was not published; it was presented for the first

time in a report by I. V. Stalin at the 13th Party Cénference.)

Resolution of the Congress on Glav‘oolitprosvet end Agitation and Propaganda

Tasks of the Partx

1. The center of the main work of Glavpolitprosvet (Main Administra-

tion of Institutions for Political Educationj end its-orgens should lie in
agitation-propaganda ymrk among the mas‘ses outside the party and in their
cultural education, but the apparatus and personnel of 'élavpolitpi-osvet
should also be used in every way pdssible for reising the level of knowledge
emong party members (via party schools of basic political knowledge, ete.).
'I'hé center of the main work of the agitaticn-propaéanda sections of
party committees, besides guidancé of the ,appropria{:e. subordinate orgens of
Glavpolitprosve‘ri » should consist of work ‘iwlith_in the -pa;;ty for raisiné the

knowledgeability of its members and for their communist education.
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Party work among the masses outside the party should be: direction of
non-party conferences and congresses, agitation during elections to the
soviets, agitation-propaganda‘ work in connection with recruiting of new
members, and general agitation-propagande work in connection with orgeniza-
tions.

2. Mutual relations of Glavpolitprosvet with the cultural-education;al
divisions of trade unions should be constructed on the basis of mutual
agreement on the following principle: That VTsSPS CAll-Union Central Council
of Trade Union.sj and Gubprofsovety @u‘berniya Councils of Trade Union@ combine
their own pcliti(_:al—educs.tional work with the corresponding organs of Glav-
politprosvet and will then use their own goals the apparatus and per-
sonnel of Glavpolitprosvet.

3. Mutual relations with RKSM @ussian Communist Youth UniorD are de-
termined also by means of mutual egreements on the following bases: RKSM
conducts its own independent work among the members of the union on the
basis of a single political-educational plan. But in the field of work
among the worker-peasant youth outside the union, Glavpolitprosvet relies
upon the union as if it were its own contractor, and as long as the union
coordinates the plan of its own educational- work with the general state
plan. Glavpolitprosvet does not create its own independent orgen for work
among the youth.

L. The control and guidance of the politi;:al-educational work in the
Red Army and Navy should belong to Glavpolitprosvet. Poli‘cical-eiduéa’ciox‘]al'
work in the extra-territorial military units and institutions (divisions,
separate brigades and wnits) is directed by the puokry @olitical admin-
i;trations of military districta‘ end by the poarmy Goliticsl educgtion
sections of the arn@ ax"xd the managing of political-educational work is
controlled entirely by Glavpolitprosvet althcugh the esteblished subordina-

tion of military organs of administration and commends is preserved.

- 27 -
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For pr;ecise establishment of mutual relations between the political
sections and the local party orgenizations, as well as for exemining a
number of questions related to the transfer of direction of the political
work :|.n -th;a army to Glavpolitprosvet, the congress has ordered the Central
Committee to convoke, within one month, a meeting of responsible military
workers and members of Glavpolitprosvet and to confirm conclusively and
put into practice a system of new mutual relationships in the field of
political work in the Red Army.

5. Glavpolitprosvet should enter into the generai system of Narkompros
CPeoples Commissariat of Education], which confirms the orgenizational plan
of Glavpolitprosvet and controls its fulfillment, coordinating the work of
Glavpolitprosvet with the work of other organs of Narkompros.

The indicated mutual relationships should not impede the transformation
of Glavpolitprosvet, in its basic work into a direct apparatus of the party
within the system of government organs.

6. One of the fundamental tasks of Glavpolitprosvet is the widespread
reising, directing, and assiisting in anti-religious agitation and propagands

* among the broad mass of workers. For this goel, Glavpolitprosvet shou.ld_, by

the way, meke natural and historical knowledge accessible to these
vie. the publication of 'magazines, books, textbooks, the establishix;g of a
éystematic series of lectures and the utilization of all kinds of mcdérn
techniques (photos, movies, etc.) for the dissemination of this knowledge.
7. For successful fulfillment of their basic tasl;s and of mass com-
munist propegende end agitation, Giavpolitprosvet should acquire the flexi-
bility of the party apparatus, sensitivity towerd the requirements of the
masses, mobility, combining these qualities with systematism, accuracy,
speed and work according to a known plan. In additibn to the urgency of
supplying the workers Glavpolitprosvet and all of its apparatus, this can

be achieved only with the transferring to political-educational work of a

sufficient quantity of fesponsi‘ble members of “the party who have sufficient
experience in agitation-propagenda work. For‘achieving this same goal and
for avoiding the creation of cadres with narrow specialties in political
work, isolated from the atmosphere of general party activities, it is
necessary systematically to rotate the Glavpolitprosvet workers into general
party work, for the uninterrupted replaceme‘nt of the persons who have left

by new cadres from the workers of the party orgenization.

Agitation and Propeganda Tasks of the Party Organs

For intensifying and improving the gquality of agitation-propaganda work
of the party, the congress finds it necessary to effect the following measures:
8. The most outstanding party writers must have a perty obligation to

teke part in the compilation of popular brochures on the importent questions
which are arousing the broad masses, and on the regular tasks of Soviet
construction. Besides this, the party should strengthen the mobilization

of better agitation personnel in the center and in the local areas for

their trips into ‘the volosts, the villages, plaf:es vhere the army is stationed,

for meking speeches in factories, in areas of mass labor conscription, etc.

of
It is also desirable to have mutual exchangesnagitation forces for short

periods between neighboring guberniyas for a greater veriety in methods and
content of agitation. )

9. It is necessary that all newly entered.members take a short course
for familiarization with the program. In addition, all newly entered m@ers
should be divided into small circles and dist_r}.buted for processing among
all responsible workers. Every senior communist should bear personel re-
sponsibility before the party for the education of the junior communists
assigned to his group. The references by circle directors should serve as
important materiel for evaluation of a newly entered comrade in the reregis-

tering of new members.
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10. The minimum program which the perty should set for itself in the

field of party schools in the coming year should be the following: in
eddition to the organization of two-year courses at the party university,
the creation of four higher universities and oblast soviet party schools
CS’ov‘partshkoleD higher than the guberniye types, the party should secure a
good supply of soviet party schools in every guberniyé city with two or
three greduations e year, and should orgenize uyezd Soviet party schools
in not less then helf the uyezds of [each] republic for a brief program.
It is necessary to assign general forces to Glavpolitprosvet, Sverdlovsk
University and the Agitation Section of the Central Committee in order to
ensure the uyezd schools not less than 300 sufficiently trained lecturers.
It is necessary to require all responsible workers of the party to be
lecturers at the party schools and to regerd this work as one of the most
importent of their duties. For the purpose of creating a series of com-
munist textbooks, it is necessary to complete the mobilization of a number
of responsible party writers by the Centrel Committee and to introduce- a
system of training for two months of the year in order that all mobilized
comrades fulfill this task as well as refresh f,h'eir knowledge. Besides
this, it is necessary in ever); way to support the orgenization, around the
responsible senior workers, of igz‘oups of young student communists , utilizing
for this purpose the scientific facilities of the Socialist‘Academy.

1l. The work of thfe Russian Communist Union of Youth ﬁxsm has great,
quite exceptionsl importence in the matter of communist educatj.on and self-
education of the worker-peasent youth. The party should give the union
mucﬁ more attention and aid thap it has up to now. For its own part, the
party should demend from the workers of the union & concentration of the

bulk of its work, mot toward representation of every type in Soviet organs,

not toward the simple increasing of its memhefship, but toward aiding members

of the union %o master scientific communist education. Each responsible
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worker of the union should be first of all a propegendist among the backward
comrades, and then a worker in other fields of activity in the Russian
Communist Union of Youth.

- 12. In its program of egitation work, the party in the coming yeer
should include the creation of agitetion sections Ggi’cotdel)a under all
guberniya committees, oblast committees, bureaus of the Central Committee
and large perty committees. These agitation sections will not have an
unnecessarily large apparatus, but will be supplied with sufficient leeding

party personnel, and the heads of sections will be released from all other
regular work. Women's sections czhednotdel:a and sections for work in the

villages should be included in the generel system of agitation sections of

a given orgenization. The soviet party schools are organized and conducted

for political education under general theoreticel guidance of party com-

mittees.

13. The head of an agi:bation section of a guberniya committee should
be, as a rule, a member of the guberniya committee. At the head of the
guberniya unit of Glavpolitprosvet should stend a highly responsible worker,
preferably also a member of the guberniys committee; it ig permissible to
have persons holding severel jobs in these posts only where there is a con-
siderable shortage of personnel.

The congress orders all.the agitation-propagenda orgens of the party
and Glavpolitprosvet to develop the most efficient agitation in connection
with new zones of revolution end with the task of the struggle with the
petit-bourgeois counter-‘revolutiona;'ies.

The sbove resolutions of the tenth congress ere taken from KPSS v

Rezolyutsiyakh i Resheniyekh, vol 1, pp 527-530, 549-553.
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OoN ANTIRELiGIst bePAGAmnA (AUGUST, 1921)

8.  The agitation section of the Central Committee and Glavpolitprosvet

‘are to work on a series of populer scientific bro;:hu.res, which enswer as
completely as péssih]:e the questions set forth in point 7; they are to
revise those brochures and books of antireligious ché.re.cter which are is-
sued byv'the press, end to determine how many .of them should be republished;
they are to outline new themes and t;: order written hew brochures; as wgll
as turning their attention towerd the proper orgenization of the newspaper

(NOTE: Point T treats of the necessity for conducting serious cultural
educational work which will introduce a scientif‘ic foundation for the his-
toric_al elucidation of the question of religion.)

9. "It is necessary that the editoriel staffs of party orgens, particu-
larly mass orgens, very their own antireligious propagande, thet they do
this seriously; intensify it. vi“roin time to time; the very relisble organs,
where there are good literary staffs who have be”gn well briefed in these
questions, ‘should issue pbp{xlar scientific features ,Awhich would help the

h,less developed workers .a.nd peasents to devélcp new gttitudes toward the

questions of reli'gthi,\ai;xd morals. R
10. In entireligious debates es wel‘l as in_lthe press, narrowly directed
agitaf.f&on» sc;metimés simed at one or gnother cult is to be carefully avoided;
on the contrary, it is ‘i:o be systematicelly emphaéized thaet the Russian .
CbMist Party struggles not ageinst any separaté Are.ligious group, but
. against all reliélqus world~views in general. Anything which would &ive
occasion for: any individual "naticnslity to think -- or for our enemies to
say -- ;;hat ‘we turn people from their bqliefs is Po be care_fully avoided.
‘From the 9 August 1921 Decree of the Plenum’ cf “the Central Committee

RKP(b) "On the Question of the Violation of Point 13 of the Progrem end on

the Esteblishment of Ant:ireligious Propagende," Spravochnik Pertiynogo Rebot-

nika ﬁ'he Party Worker's Handboog, second edition,” op 92-93.
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THE 11TH CONGRESS OF THE RKP(b) (MARCH, 1922)

Resolut:@on of the Congress on the Press and Propagenda

On the basis of the growth of capitelist attitudes , the intensification
of the bourgeois influeneé is inevitsble not only in the petty-bourgeois
strata of society, but even in the #ore backwerd segtor of the proletariat.
Having esteblished tha$ the beurgealsie & striving by #etns of literature
and cultural works to {nfluence the working masses, the Congress believes
thet it will be necessary %@ eousteract these influences with energetic
politicel work. The party, therefore, should expand snd irftensify in every

possible way its agitation and propagende worke

The press is one of the moest powerful instruments in the struggle of
the perty for influence upon the masses end for their ecommunist education
and orgenization.

Meanwhile, the party and soviet press finds itself in a state of very

. severe crisis. The most characteristic features of thebcris_is are: (a) s -

sherp reduction of the quantity of newspapers end a decrease of ciréule.tion

in other publications, due to the lack of monetary means , the shortage and

expensiveness of paper, and the excesaiveness of typographic expensés;

{b) week ties with the masses, insufficlently complete reflection of the
gurrent needs and requests of the working people, end poor elucidation of
the problems of locel constructiony (e) the fnsufficient firmness of news-

pepers in their perty and politice} aspectsj (d) eomplete lack of orgeniza-

tion in tha epparatus of'dissenﬁnatmn, particulerly among the worker and

peasant masses.
The party committees, which beer the main responsibility for the, condi-

t;‘.pn of the press, exhibit, in an ovérwhelming majority of cases, a caréless ’
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" end negligent éttitude toward the requests and needs of the press. A resolu-
tion of the Eighth Congress of the RKP on the pres; and circulars of the
Central Committee RKP on the improvement of local n;.wspa.pers and the regis-
tretion of jownﬂists, ete., have not been putvin_to practice by local
org&nizations in,the majority of cases.

Because of these considerations the Congress decrees that:

l:> The ;:entral and lqcel committees of the party must henceforth de-
vote much more’ attenti:on to the problem of the press_ than it has heretofore.
The party-political management of the entire i:ress must be strengthened.

"Each party committee must select special cadres of workers of the press.
Leéding elements of the party committee must have charge of party publica-
tions wit};out fgil. The congress considers newspaper work to be basic party
work for the communist journalist.

2. The nature of the local press must be decisively changed. Problems
concerning locel construction and the life, work, and struggle of the

. workers must serve as the basic contents of the local newspapers, and these
problems must be considered in the pages of the newsi)aper in the form of a
vital, direct response to the requests and needs éf ‘the readers. The . .

' :’uyezd;’;' press, except for specific workers' reg:.'Lons , must be exclusively
peasant; the gube;‘nialra press must devote much space Atio péassnt problems;
special peasant newspapers must be orgenized in & number of oblast centers.

3.‘ The Congress ap'i;fcves the decision of th:e C_en’cx.*al Committee to

) _éstabl:@sh, on the tenth anniversary of Prevda (S May 1922), an All-Russian

‘Pre.‘s;s'r{ay; fhe Congress directs all local orgenizations to turn their

serious attention to conductix;g Press Day. -

4. The Congress will permit the participation of communists in private

E pu‘p?.ic:af;ions only as an exception, with the permi'ssion of the appropriate

Y party :comn_iitteves .

5. 'Ccﬂsidering that for the press the normal way out of an embarrasing

B .
ituation consists.in the expansion of subscriptions -and the increase of °

copies for sale, the Congress in the present transitional fzeriod will
acknowledge the necessity of* giving material support to the press and in-
structs the Centrel Committee to take measures immediately for the securing
of monetary means end newsprint for soviet and party newspapers.

6. Resulting from the fact that the party organs are being disseminated
to an extremely insignificant degree and that hundreds and thousands of mem-
bers of the party do not read their own party newspapers, the Cornigress re-
solves that it is the duty of each member of the party to read and subscribe
(individually end collectivély) to one of the party newspapers.

T. The Congress finds that the press organs of the Komsomol must
obtain support of every kind; in particuler, independent orgens of the union
must be preserved in a number of large guberniya centers, and elsewhere the
"Young People's Page" should be kept in party and Soviet orgens. The press
of the Komsomol should publish under the generel management of the guberniya
party committees.

8. Noting that until the present time in many guberniya end oblast
committees no apparatus has been created f_or the management of the press,
the Congress proposes thaf: the guberniya and oblast committees organize --
without delay -- subdivisions of the press on the basis of the statute adopted
in the meeting of obiast' and guberniya party secretaries (December, 1921).

9. The Congress is turning its attention to the publication of news-
papers and literature in general for the national minorities, in the Turkic.

languages in particular.
II

1. The development of the work of Marxist education is absolutely
impossible without the creation of a fund of eppropriate literature. Noting
the development of private publishing houses hostile to the Soviet power,

the Congress turns the attention of the Centralr Committee and the p_a.rty
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committees -- oblast centers sbove all -- to the necessity of setting up a

: pu‘piishing housé of militent sgitation-propagende and Merxist literature.
-T};e Congress epproves the decision of the Central Committee concerning the
conv;arsion 03%‘ the publishing house of Glavpolitprosvet into a direct party
publishing house of populér-agitational, anti-religious, Marxist literature.
The party publishing house should answer the requests of the workers and the
peasant masses. Considering the inadequacy of the publication of Marxist
textbooks in the past year, it will be necessary to take sll measures for
their writing and publication, after choosing for this purpose & sufficient
number of workers and coordinating the work in this field in the local areas.
The Congress instructs the Central Committee to take measures to see that
in the very near future the Marxist classics -- primarily the Marxist works
of Plekhanov -- are published..

2. Regarding the periodicels of the guberniye party committees, they
should contain: first, guiding politicel erticles; second, material for
agitators and propagendists in the form of theses, etc; third, circular and
information materiai concerning the activity of the' guberniys committee;
fourth, discussion material. General periodicals of such a type should re-
place existing special publications: Izvestiya Gubkomov @ews of Guberniya
Committeeg , Vestnik Agitpropagandy @erald of Agitation and Propa,ganda N
Sputnik Agitatorov [Bgitetors' Guidz], ete.

- 3. Vestnik Agitatsii i Bropu Gereld of Agitation and Propagenda s

en orgen of the Central Committee RKP, should be publlshed once every two
weeks and should be a.periodical designed for niempéks of the party, giving
basic guiding material on.problems of politics, economics, egitation, end
propagénda. The party publlsb ng houses should ‘ne ghead of private ones
in all orgens . ’

4. The Cohgress recognizes the extreme necess:Lty of the creation of

literature for the working end peasant youth, which could be an opposing

influence hpc_m the young people against the cheap literature which is arising,

- 36 -

and promote the commmnist training of the masses of youth. The Congress
approves the decision of the Centrel Committee concerning the publication

of a large, popular-scientific, literary, end artistic periodical and

instructs the Central Committee to expand this \:\ndertaking, creat:_‘mg in the
very near future, with the participation of the Komsomol, a popular-scientific 3

and artistic libnary for young people.

III

1. The clean-up G:histka has fevealed, on the aversge, an extremel:}
low level of politicel training of the members of the party. Hence the
task of systematically raising of the level of Marxist politicel education
of the party masses. This task is to be cerried out chiefly by a system of
party and $oviet-pa.rty schools -- from sct-mols of the politice.l rudiments
up to and including the highest party schools.

The school and propesgenda functions of the cells should be reduced to
& minimum. The renewal and strengthening in every way of ties with the non-
party masses should be the principal purpose of the cell. The cell should
Jjustify its purpose: to be the primery unit o:t“ the party organization,'
directly and daily comécting the party with thelmass_{es. If: will be_ necessary
to place the practicel deily work, tied to current poiicy and dir;ctly con-
cerning the material basis of the l:Lfe of the masses, in the center of its

mternal work. The tasks of systematlc, profound theoretical, Marmst

education should be carried out with, ‘the help of the tem of schools ,

courses, and clubs, since in the very near- future 11 be necessery

(a) defmltely to re-examne y orgam.ze 9 _and consolldate a network of

.party end Sow.et schools s SO that in each guberxuya city and (111 the gubernlyas

themselves) in each two or three

of the approprlate level,
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unite several cells. They should take stock of the porliti,cal literacy of
the members of the party. The members of the party who do not satisfy the
elemental requirements of political- literacy should without fail attend
schools of political literacy, with a release from party duties during the
time they are in school; it is necessary to organiz; into Marxist circles
those having elemental politicel training;

(c) to carry on and strengthen the organization of: schools of a higher
type, the Institute of Red Professors, courses under the Sotielist Academy,
tv.lo-year courses at the Sverdlov and Zinov'yev Univex:sities , the Communist
University of National Minorities of the West, and fhe' University of Workers
of the East; to achieve en exact demarcation of the t;;sks of each of these
institutions of higher type, and to achieve their correct functioning. The
Congress directs the attention of the locel party oigex;izations and the
Central Committee to the necessity for a more careful selection of students
in these schools;

(d) the Congress proposes that the Central Committee and the guberniya
committees choose for specialization in the field of lecturing and teaching,
work cedres of Marxist trained comrades, haeving taken ﬁeaswes for their
cc;mplete material support‘. At the same time , the Congress acknowledges the
nécessify of rése;‘vihg , from each group graduatir;g fr?)m the guberniya soviet
end party school, groups of students for training for. 'lebture work; ) -

(e) the Congress acknowledges the necessity of ,_insi;;i.tuting in the center
end in the provinces the working out of probléms of pedégogy and methoéology
in education in the spirit of Marxism;

(£) the Congress directs the attention of the Central Committee of the
party to the necessity for improving material coﬁditio,ns in the soviet and
party schools. Noting thet the great méjority of studgrits of the schools
have continued their studies in spite of cold and hurggér-in the school,

regerding their studies-in the school as their highest party duty, the

.- 38 -
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Congress considersbit necessary also to instruct the Central Committee to
find mean.s for immediate improvement of the material condition of the Soviet
and perty schools.

2. Along with the system of schools, it will be necessary to raise and
develop the work of the party clubs end Marxist circles, turning them into
weapons of party ed\ication, seriously cultivatix-xg a Marxist attitude in the
members of the party. It will be necessary to give ;special attention to the
party clubs, converting them into a center of exchange of experience in
practical work smong party workers and, moreover, into a center of intra-

party propagenda work.

v

The Congress considers it one of the main tasks of the present period
to raise to the proper level the politica'l educational work in-the‘ villages.
This work should chiefly be connected with the problem of the raising of
agricultural production. Notﬁﬁé%ithat in' connection with the nev economic
policy,willége reading.réoms have been abolished almost everywhe;e, tixe -
Congress considers ;:ecessary the revival of those réading rooms, which'shou:l:d
be made the center of ell the political educationsl work in the villa:ge_s.
It will be necessary to meke the reading rooms the center of correct and
regular information for the wide masses of the peasantry concerning the ¢
political life of the country (the regular delivery of newspapers, oral reéﬁ-
ing of them, discussi(;n, etc.). The Congress.considers necessary the financing,
of the reading rooms from locel means of guberniya e?(ecntilve committees and
the enlisting of cooperatives for their subsidization, with thg ‘necesssry
conditionb of the retentioﬁ of the managing role by the party and.. the sections
of political education. k The Congress entrusts Glavpolitprosvet‘with con-

ducting conference courses and meetings of the workers of village reading

rooms in the very near future in the center and in the provinces. In eddition
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) the Congress directs the attention of party committées to the necessity
" for-more cereful selection of these workers from c})rn;rades who have been
orgaﬁicélly connec*begi with the village. -
Along with this, it will be necessary to inténsify the attention of the
perty orgenizations toward the cultural and political educational work of
Vserabotzemles [?] through the strengthening and e;xtension of the network

of cultural and educationel bases under secretariats and sovkhozes.

1. The Congress considers necessary the stren.gthening of agitprop
Ggitation and propagand@ sections, selecting comrades for their menegement
who have adequate Marxist training, and trensforming them into fighting
centers of struggle for Merxist ideology and ideological influence of the
party on the masses.

2. The Congress confirms the resolution of the Tenth Congress concern-
ing Glavpolitprosvet and its orgens and categorically censures the striving
. of .some party committees to abolish the work qf the political educational
sectipns Eolij:prosveﬂ; in perticular, it will be'nefc‘esary to ellot for
~them, from the top to the bott‘om, strictly reserved sums from the funds of
the People's Commissariat of Education. The gubérpiya committees, which have
beén obliged to provide for this work sufficiently steadfast party workers
and to help with the worki of the political educational sections with both
their ovm instructions and their own authority, are breing r_nade responsible

by the Congress for the correct organization of the work of the sections of
political education. i

3. In the field of interrelations of the sécti'ons of agitation and
propagenda, political education, and trade-union:culf;ural sections, the

Congress, coafirming the resolution of the Tenth Congress on this problem,

finds expedient a personnel union in the menaging staff of the sections of

- bo - -
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agitation and propegenda end of political education. The Congresé directs
‘the attention of the perty committees to ‘the necessity for a more careful
selection of leaders of the cultural sections of the trade-unions. -- From

KPSS v Resolyutsiyekh i Resheniyekh, vol 1, ‘pp 6L42-648.

CENTRAL COMMITTEE LETTER ON THE PLAN

OF LOCAL NEWSPAPERS (JUNE 1922)

(Letter of the Centrel Committee of the Russian Communist Party,
7 June 1922:) .

Dear Comrades! To fulfill the decree of the 1llth Congfess of the

Russian Commmnist Party on the press, the Agitation end Propeganda Section

of the Central Committee proposes to form local party and Soviet newspapers,

keeping to the following general plen:
The Guberniya Newspaper

The main task of the guberniya general political newspaper is the re-"
flection and protrayal of the life of the guberniya in all of 1ts menifesta-
tions. Local, materlal must occupy & large portion of .space in.the paper.

1. TLead erticle: 80-120 lines. The articles must be of a concrete
character. Baslcally they must be based on definite even‘bs and facts N more
often on local pdlitical and economic news, on’ general republic news, and’

only in exceptional cases on 1nternat10nal news.

2. The second, purely business article on questions of locaJ. constructmn. )

From time to time it is necessary to publish articles specially connec‘bed
wit.h party lifé and party construction.

Two lead articles a;'g def;nitely sufficient for a guberniyé newspaper. -
Exception‘s are permitted only in rare instgnces. Sometimes it is possible té

limit the paper to one article. The lead and secondary srticles 'should give
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guidance and direction, and outline the basic line of conéuct. The lead and
secondary articles.are not to be conversatiohs, or discourses, but politicel
instructions and directives.

3. News of the Soviet Republics: information from Redio ROSTA [Russien

Teiegraph Agency Radio‘Station » Processed and conbined in the sections of
the press acco'rding‘ to character and content. Acéc,un'bs are to be concrete
and populér in qualitpy. Its normal space will be‘lQO to 150 lines. The
space is to be expanded with the occurrence of important events, depending
on th‘e importence of the event.

4. Internastional news: on]:y outstanding events. Labor's struggle
against capite.'l.:';s'm.A' The revolutionary movement. All events and facts having
inmediate bearing on the Soviet Republic. Materials are to be combined into -
summeries and distributed according to the sections. Normsl space will be
80 to 100, lines.

5. Party life: one of the main sections. Thorough portrayal of the
work of the local orgenizations, “:aypto and including the most important
cells. Notices, correspondence and ?hropicle'. Space will be 120 to 150
lines. o -

6. Lebor and Trade Union News: +these are two sections vhich mey be

united into ohe. Poftreysl of the vorKer's life in all of its manifestations.
Letters from local workers. The work of ‘the trade unions , workers' coopera-
tives, and plent trade-union committees. Space wi-ll be 150 to 200 lines.

" T. Industry: condition and work of local industry. Influence of the
nevw economic policy on it. Private industry. Facts and figures, vividly,
‘brough’c out and expljained. Space will be 100 to 150 _lines. ¥

8. égricult‘ure: 4the condition of agriculture in the guberniya. The

work of the .'[ocal agricultural departments. The work of the village com-
. mitteés. ';The question of soil improvement. Space‘i will be 100 to 150 lines.

’ iIn-iqduétrial,gu;uerniyas the main focus is to be on industry and the

worker's life, and in @gz:icultural guberniyas, on agricultpre and rural life.

- ko -
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9. Cooperatives: the work of the gubsoyuz @uberniys. union of consumer
and cooperative organizationg and other cooi:erativé‘ institutions. The wofk
of agriculture cooperatives. The influence of cooperatives on the market.
Space will be 80 to 100 lines.

10. News of the Red Army: 50 to 70 lines.

11. Correspondence from uyezds. This section must be well provided

_‘wj;tg news. The life of the uyezds as a whole must be portrayed in it. A
cettain portion must be devoted to correspondence from uyezds where there
are no newspapers. Space will be 150 to 200 lines.

12. Question and answer section. Answers to readers' letters. Answers
explained in detail, end information given in popular form. A direct, live
tie with the readers &s established through this section.

These are the regular required sections. These must be carried daily,
as far as possible. The remaining space in the paper is to be occupied by
various other material not already contained within the limits of the afore-
mentioned sections. (Municipal services, public education, health, city
chronicle, etc.)

Of course, besides these regular secpions it.is ;E‘requently necessary to
create "shock" sections, for exami)ie: "Famine," "Genoa," "Sowing Cempaign,"
ete.

The size of the different sections may very in one di_ref:tion or another,‘. -
depending on the nature_of the material.

The. Uyezd Newspaper .

News, of the Uyezd is the mejor subject of the uyezd newspaper; following
it, in order of imiaortance, come: news of 1‘:’he guberniya, news of the Sovie'bw
Republic, and international news.

The uyezd material occupies predominate space in the papérz,, Regular

sections are not compulsory in theipaper' ; one may select only those that: are

main and vitel.
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A singie lead, concrete-fact article is enough. 7Perhaps a .second,
regulaer ‘article. Each article is to.be of 60 to 80 lipes.

General, republic information is to be given i;x the form of combined
summaries. From internationel news, only main events -and facts are to be
“selected, and elso given in combined summaries.

The lead articles, general republic and internatiq;:lal information ere
to occupy & third of the paper. The remaining two 'bhir:ds are to be devoted
to news of the uyezd 'and guberniya.

The news of the uyez& must be broadly and fully portreyed. Agriculture
and rurel life are to be placed first. Correspondence from volosts Csmall
rural areas:] and villages, letters from peasants, work of agricultural ad-
ministrations, village committees, etc. As much ‘f;actusl demonstrative
materiel as possible, and a minimum of theoretical discourse.

Special attention is to be devoted to agricultural cooperatives , soil
improvement, land menagement, and the improvement of agricultural techniques.
There must be a required section for party news. Ir}dustry, lebor and trade-
union news must occupy second place in the uyezd paper if the uyezd is not
an industrial center. )

Complete and thorough portrayal of the handicraft’industry.

A question end answer section for the letters of the‘ readers is com-
apulso;:'y. This section has exceptional imiaortance in the uyezd paper , 8s
the main readers are peasants who need counsel, expianafion, and informa-

tion. ~-- From Sprayochnik Partiynogo Rebotnika, third edition, pp 1h2-1h3.

- bl -

CENTRAL COMMITTEE LETTER

ON PARTY MAGAZINES (JUNE 1922)

(Letter of the Centrel Co‘mn;ittee of the Russian Commmnist Party,
July 7, 1922:) )

All the guberniye and uyezd committees must keep in mind that a1l
the circulars and decrees of the Central Committee and the party
congresses gbout the press‘per;:ain both to newspapers and to party
magazines to an equal degree.

Keeping in mind the great task which stands before the party
journelists, the guberniya committees should elso create appropriate
conditions for the work of editorial staffs of magazines.

The editor and secretary‘ .should not be overloaded with work which
does not have any relation to the magazine.

The more or less permenent sections of the megazine, which include

whole groups of problems, are basicelly the following:

= 1. Problems of Intra-Perty Life
This includes explenations of resolutions and decrees of the guiding
institutions of -the party (congz:essés, conferences, thé Central Committee
of the party, gub‘erniya conmittees, etc.), as well as discussions Gf

problems of intra-party life, letters from local areas, etc.

2.- General Politiéal Problems °
In this section belong items: (1) dedig:ated to problems of domestic
and foreign politics and explaining the mein measures of the Soviet regime H
(2) concerning problems of the intefnationai worker.s'and the’ communistv
movement; (3) explaining the tactics- of the political I;Brties which are

hostile to us, etc.
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3. Economic and Working Life

In this section it is necessary to put items and matters illuminating
probiems of our economic construction, agriculture, trade unions, ‘coopera-
. tives , the economic struggle between lsbor end cepitelism,. etc., on the

"basis of local experience. -

4, Problems of the Press, Agitation, and Propagande
This section has as a task the management and instruction of pnty'.
" work in the field of the press, agitation, and ‘propcémd.‘ 83 vell et the

reporting of local experience.

5. The Agitator's Handbook
Here it is necessary to give guiding, accurtte materisl which is

necessary for our sgitetors in their daily work. The section should be

formed under the direct menagement of the agitator-propa.gandzst:
) 6. Organizational Work of the Party
/"’ . The most important circulars of the guiding party ing%étutians are

placed in this section. Facts sbout the activity, of ‘gubeyniys and yyezd :.

7 c(;mmittees are given in a condensed form. The section is Torged under the

direct menagement of .the Organizational and Instructor Sectiofiz

7. Bibliography
Here are given ref;erences on boc;ks and brochures- bf e gobiel end
political nature. The bibliographic notes should kee-p in view thie practical
-_p‘g-aeds‘ ofrthe party,';lorkers and help them in the selection of nesesshry
:'lite’ratu.z.‘e for self-education land for their daily wqu;.

Different names may be given to a section, end materials %5y be grouped

in different ways, but in general 'the,magazine only carries ou® {¢s duty

. when it includes the groups of probiems‘which have been enumerated gboves

‘A special discussion section should not be esteblished. Items of e diss

ssionable nature, if they do not exceed the limits of the program of oﬁr
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party, and if they ere not directed esgainst decisions of the corresponding
party organs which heve alreedy been formed, should be printed in the cor-

responding sections. -- From Spravochnik Pertiynogo Rebotnike, third

edition, pp JU43-1bk.

THE J2TH CONCRESS OF THE RKP(b) (APRIL 1923)

From the Resoiution of the Congress on Industry:

rer————

14. Printing ’ R
$he gquestion of the correct adjustment of the printing situation hes
not only economic but edsa great cultural significence.

The Congresas ecknovladges that the present situation of printing is
ungsilsfectory end considers it necessary to adopt decisive measures for
{%s Inprovements N

1% §3 nepessery to improve the technical level of publication, direct-
1n¢ §t £irst of ell et & mass market. The question of the orgenization of
ehe printing $ndusdtry must be decided in the shortest possible time and
#zaf be Girected So that the most prominent and important stat.e publishing

hguses w1} have the opportunity for a broad, correct, technically satis-

festory work situation. -- From KPSS v Resolyutsiyakh i Resheniyakh, vol ;, '

™ F0%

¥rom the Resolution of the Congress on the National Question

The congress commissions the Central Committee to conduct as pi'actical

measures: ‘ B
a. the formation of Merxist circles of a higher type, from local

ehyty workers of the national republics;

b. the development of principal Marxist literature in the nati_vé, _~

languagess
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c. ‘the strengthening of the University of the Peoples of the East
and its local branches; ’ . V
d. the creation of instructor groups fromr the local workers
under central committees of national ¢ommunist P‘arties H
e. the development of mass party literature in the native langueges;
£. intensification of party educational work in the republics;
g. intensification of work am.ong the young people in the republics. --

From KPSS v Resolyutsiyekh i Resheniyekh, vol I, p T18.

Resolution of the Congress on Questions of Propaganda, Press, and Agitation

I
1. The unifying end guiding work of the party must be directed as soon

as possible toward the conclusion of the unification, now under way, into
one coordinated system of all branches of commmnist education} party organs
in both the center and outlying areas, in conducting the work, must estab-
lish everywhere one and the seme main task: to train the worker and the
peasant to be a ipractical worker of the revolution, armed with the methods
of the Marxist approach to specific questions of rev’plutionsry cc.mstruction.

" 2. 1In-the entire system of communist educaﬁc;n; as before, the central
spot must be occupied by mass elementary political et;ucation in party
schools and courses é)n the rudiments of -political_}émwledge, in primary
schools and schools of the political section G)olitk?hastD of the RediArmy,
at delegation meet:ings of workers and peasants, and at likpunkty Gtations
for liquidation of illiteracﬂ and schools for the s'e;:niliterate in the

city and village.

Elementary political education within the party must be conducted on

the basis of results of a check on the political literacy of the members
of the party, and this- check ‘should be in the nature of systematic work
according to established plansg for calculating the politicel kmowledge and

Marxist training of all party members.

1. 48 -
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The party, continuing to work with its usual energy toward the eiimina-
tion of politicel illiteracy, emong party members, the RKSM, the working . _7
youth, and members of trade unions and the Red Army, must in the near
future, esteblish as an immediate task the elimination of politicél-il—
literacy among the Viliage communists, strive tirelessly for increasing
the scope of this work towa.rd. thé inclusion of all pre-conscription youth,
and those circles of non-party, poverty-stricken peasants which are closest "
to the party. -

Of primary concern in the work of the party orgenizations -- and par-
ticularly in agriculturgl areas -- are: .forming the most. rational .channels
for this elimination [of political illiteracy]; broad development and util-:
ization to these ends of cultural-political sponsorship of the village
party cell by the large factory end plent enterprises, by Soviet party
schools, and by workers' facu_;Lties and higher educational institutions;.:
and training end utilization of the elements among rursl school teachers
who are closest to the party, workers in village cooperatives, agronomists,
etc., for political education in the viilage. »

The elimination of pqlitical illiteracy among party members and‘non-
party netional minorities must be conducted in the appropriaté hé'ﬁi‘;e '
language. In this, as in sil work in elementary political educetion among
adults, serious attention must be paid “to overcoming genera_l»‘.tef:hnic '
literacy in the native language, first of all among m‘embersr"of 'the pa‘rt_y
aend trade unions.

3. Club work, which has recently enveloped more and more of the broed
mass of workers, especially the working youth, must in the near ’fgtﬁre be ‘
placed on a level in ac.cordance with its increasing significance >The clubs
must be converted into actual centers for mass prgpaganda and development
of the creative abilitieé of the working cless. Howéver , the utilization

of the club as & place of rest and reasonable entertainment must be kept in

- k9 =
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mind. A bond must be established between club work and everyday life and
revolutionery practice in verious ways, depending on the type of club (party,
Komsomol, worker, Red Army) . ’

‘ Special attention should be directed by party committees to the work-
ing out of methods of club work end the utilization of the experience gained
in well-established clubs Grhich‘up to now have not been numerous:) for the
;Jhole'club network, and to reinforcing workers' clubs with party personnel
apd concentrating around the clubs the heretofore sz;attered work in e.tra-
scholastic communist education.

The party committees must unite under their guidence the club work of
pglitprosvety ONO
the[political education committees of .public education divisions /]., cultural
sections of ‘trade unions, political education committees of the RKSM and

political sections Céolitotdely] of the Red Army. The tendency observed in

some localities of several of the above organizations to conduct this work

separateiy must be quickly eliminated by the party committees.

L. The restoration of the primary form of educational work in the
villege, the reading room, suggested by the 1lth Party Congress as one of
the mc.Jst important immediete tasks, has not yet produced any significant
results. The agitation and propagax;da sections qf .the party organs and the

politicel education workers of ONO should exert every effort to fulfill the

instructions of the 1lth Congress: +to establish a substantial network of

.reading rooms in each guberniya, not less then one per volost, supported

by locel funds; to attract to their membership village societies, coopera-
tives, and economic orgenizations; to improve the ‘selection of reading rooms
workers, organizing their training in Soviet party schools.

The work of likpunkty and schools for the semiliterate, with their

elementary political education of the peasentry, must be concentrated around

the reading rooms, insofar as the latter are restored. Sponsorship of the
villege by the city must also be utilized in their work. ~ Around the reading
rooms must be grouped-all the cultural ugits of thé villege, at present few

- 50 -
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in number, able to work hand in hand with the party; dissem:ination of news-
papers and political educational literature to the villuge ﬁ:\;st be conduc’éed
through them. Ail politicel educational work of the reading rooms must be
as closely related to questions of agricﬁltural production and the everyday
.needs of the peasant as the work of the ci’c.); club is related to questions
of production and the everyday needs of the worker in the factory and plant.
5. “Without expanding the network of Soviet pgrty schools end communist

universities proposed last year, the inarty and political educational com-
mittees must concentrate all their attention on the following as soon as
possible: '

a. establishing precisely the practical aims of these schools;

b. improving the selection of students, from the stendpoint of
industrial end practical experience, and increasing the senior age groups
in the make-up of the Soviet party schools;
3 c. creating the material opportunity for attendance at these
schools by workers who have families, by providing for the latter;

d. strengthening the general material basis of the Soviet party
schools; . a

e. improving the scholastic woi‘k, academic work, and culturel-
educational work in these schools 5 ‘

f. reinforcing their workers.

6. The academic-educational experience of. the Sovviet part).r schools

and communist universities must 'r;e studied, systematized, andlpubial'.ci'zed»»

in the party and political educational periodicel press. The:experience

of the communist universities, as the highest qualified party schools, mst "

be used by the Soviet party schools of the first, and especially thé second,
level. »

In view of the extreme shortage.of necessary methodologicel and other

scholastic aids and materisls in the local 1pa.rty kséhools of ‘the n‘atioxiaJ:

minorities and in national branches of gu‘;)er_xﬁyé 'Soy:;e"t i)arty sbhoél%‘, KUTZ
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@ommunist University of Working Peoples of the Eas'fa and KUNZ [probebly
Commumist University of Minority Netionalities of.the West] must supply
them with such aids and materiels.

" The party orgenizations, while by no meens losing sight of the basic
tasks of the Soviet pa.rt& schools (i.e. the training' of a command staff
for party, trade union, end Soviet agencies in fhe.lacal areas), must,
along with this, set themselves the tesk of trensforming the Soviet party
schools and communist universities into model schopis of communist educa-
tion; social economic and political education in all schools -- above all
in military end specialist schools and in workers' faculties -- must be
brought closer to the éomunist university model- for such education.

No metter whet the basic tasks are in each type of school (higher
educational institutions and technical schools in perticular) the school
produces a specialist in one or another branch of c9nstruction and at the

seme time must prepare him to be & public political worker ermed with
Marxist theory.

T. All of the mdst velusble achievements in the Soviet ‘party schools,
communist uhiyersities. and militery-political schools in the field of methods
of acadeﬁnic work with an adult wozjker-peassnt audignce , must Pecome the common
possession of all schools for adul;:.s. A break v{i‘ch all of the old authorita-
tive dogmetic methods of instruction and a transition to methods developing
‘the hebit of gathering independently, espe’cially- in small circles, of doing
research and intensive work on the st;idy materiel, must be the immediate

task of the day. It is ne;:essary to proceed to ~the ful’fil]ment of this
task wherever theré is the least opportumty, tramlng, in the appropnate
manner, cadres of ‘teachers whlch are .available for this task.

8. Every‘thing ‘in the field of’ connmm1st educatmn that ca_rmot be
inciuded in the framework of academic study as such must be teken up in
widely developed, éxtra-academic , politicael, .educational work, especially

club work.

9. Marxist circles, organized on the basis of voluntary enrollment,
must, according to the scope, volume, end degree of their depth of learn-
ing in the problems of theory and practice of Marxism, be approximated to
courses of the Soviet perty schools end communist universities.

The heterogeneity of methods of orgenization and content of the work
of these circles,. which has prevailed up to this time, must be brought to
an end by concentrating them around clubs, by concentrating their leader-
ship in the hends of the agitation and propegendes sections of the party
committees through organs of these clubs, and by unifying the programs
issuing from the center.

In the organization of Marxist circles it is necessary to take into
consideration the availability of trained leaders and the general level of
the members of a given party organization.

10. The deep thirst for knowledge both emong members of the party and
non-party workers and peasants is not confined, especially in the village,
to the present limits of the work of schools, clubs, and circles. ThlS

brings before the party a new, heretofore ignored, task: first, the

organization of communist education of party members at home, and second,

the unification and guidance of the work of agencies of Narkompros, trade

unions, and RKSM in communist self-education of the workers. It is ﬁecessary

"to unite this self-education work around clubs in the city and reading rooms

in the villége , converting it into a permanent element of work in commuqist
education.

11. Party orgenizations must in every way strive to include schools
for children and youth in their sphere of influence, and to conceﬂtrate
party personnel as soon as possible chiefly in factory and plant schools.

12. It is necessary to coordinate under united party guidance the
program and methodologlcal work of all of the orgens of the party, Narkompros y

the Red Army, the trade unions, and the RKSM which are managing commmist
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education in the center and in local areas forming fqr' this a special
- scientific methodological commission under the Algitation and Propeagenda
Section of the Central Committee. i
i3. It i-s nec,esséiy for Narkompros end the Central Committee of the
° Russia-n Communist Perty to take all measures towsrd‘ ag_tively orgenizing
work which has heretofore bgen in an e:‘(tremely poor state: the prepara-
tion and publication of textbooks and teaching aids, particularly for the
r;hj:ionsl minorities; to this end they should sele.ct; as soon as possible,
a spec_ial group of competent comrades; some of the latter should be com-
pletely free from any other responsibilities, and others should be relieved
of them to the greatest extent feasible.

R 1k, It is necessary to adopt quickly a series of measures on train-
ing end refresher training of communist education workers.

15. It is necessary to expedite a series of measures for the com-
plete registration and expedient use of all party members who are able to
conduct work in communist education, by removing such comrades from other
brenches of soviet, party, and other work ;nd transferring them to work
in communist education. . -

16. To reserve for the needs of educational work 1n the villages
(reading rooms, schools, libraries, etc.), -- work which will be of ex-
ceptional political significance in the near future -- not less than half
‘the party personnel who are being assigned to the villages.

17. Considering thajt the execution of the decree of the 1lth Party
Congress concerning intensification of agitaigion an;l Propaganda (seé
parf; V, point 1, of the resolution on £he press and propaganda) during
the past year barely progressed B.tf-xﬂil, it is necessary to prepare care-
fully, snd»during the next six months to ca.rr}/ ‘out,r special mobilization
for the immediate reinforcement of the agitati'on and yrépage.nda sections
of the party mth qualified workers. Three-month summer courses for the

kachiefs of egitation and propagande sections of party committees (held in

sk

Moscow for guberniye party committees and in oblasts and large guberniya

“centers for uyezd party committees) musf be orgenized for these aims.

Noting, moreover, an insufficiently firm line in the mobilization of
party workers for transfer from the capital citie.s to education work in
provincial work centers, the congress deems it necessary to emphasize the
absolute impermissibility of further deley in this matter. -

18. It is necessary to supply both Zinov'yevskiy University and the
provincial communist universities with Moscow lecturers.

19. Along with the servicing of communist universities,it is necessary
to develop systematicelly the already practiced method of giving travel
assignments 6(omandirovkg to qualified lecturers, who go from Moscow to
the provinces, as well as from the oblast and guberniye centers to the
uyezds and volosts with the aim of serving the needs of mass propaganda
(Soviet party schools, cycles of lectures and reports in worker and party
clubs, etc.).

20. Work among the student youth should be given first priority and
should be recognized as one of the most important tasks in the field of
party and mass education. To this end it is necessary to strive steadily
for the efﬁ.acting of the following measures: '

8. ‘strengbhenir‘xg of party influence in the guiding administrative
and scholastic organs and the professorial staff of higher educational in- ‘
stitutions and workers' faculties, primerily by means of unifying all com-
mnist scientific and instructor personnel into communist fractioAns of
scientific workers of Vserabpros rAll-Union Union of Education Workers];

b. strengthening of student organizations, which bind the pro-

letarian students with the party and with the trade unions (trade union

sections); to the degree to which this is effected, the existing communist
: the

student unions (central end local bureaus of’commmnist student body) are

to be sbolished;

c. broad development of political educetion work among the pro-

letarien student body;
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d. ﬂrawing the student body into current party and trade-
union work.

21. While concentrating party attention on the tasks of work among
the student youth, it is necessary to draw into the service of communist
institutes of higher education, as well as ordinery institutes of higher
education, all of the old-guard party members who have had training in
this work.

It is necessary to put an end to the careless attitude of a number
of very responsible comrades toward instruction in the higher school.

The 12th Party Congress commissions the Centrej. Committee to appoint:
(a) a group of highly quelified party specialists for training the instructor
staff of commumnist higher educational institutions and ordinary higher
educational institutions in the line of commmist education; (b) a group
of lecturers, sble to serve, in an organized capacity and with the estab-
lishment of & regular order [of lectures] , commmist higher educational
institutions and the higher educational institutes of Moscow, Petrograd
and the provinces.

22. It is necessary that the Central Committee ;ay particular
attention to periodic publlca.tlons serving the student youth. A senior,
party writer of tested reliability should direct student Journals.

23. 1In close connection with the necessity for organized opposition
to the infl{lence of bourgeois and revisionist-minded'i)rofessors -~ gbove
all on the student youth -- it is necessary, to a greater- degree than at
present, to set ourselves the task of enlivening the work of scientific
communist thought, making the Socialist Academy the center of this

. work and brbadening the scope of its activities beyond the limits of
sociology. The Socialist Academy shouid be closely r-e-la_t;.d in its work
with scientific research activities of different institutions and organs
(higher educational ins‘;,‘itutions » communist miversities 5. people's com-
misseriats, etc.), gradually being changed into a scientific-methodological

center, which. would u.nify:'all scientific-research wo_rf:.

24, In view of the fact that during the past two years artistic
literature in Soviet Russia has grown into an importent social force,
disseminating its influence first of ell among the mass of worker-peasant
youth, it is necessary for the party to set up in its own‘iractical work
the guestion of guidance of this form of social influence on the order of

the day.

II
25. 1In the course of the recent months a considerable qualitative
improvement of the periodic press and a noticeable growth in its circula~

tion may be noted. Almost all newspapers have established élose contact .

with the working masses; in this connection the chief merit lies with “the

worker correspondents, who play en increasingly importa..n:,t‘réle in our
press. .
N 26. It is necessary, however, to stress that in the matter of im-
proving the press, the party has at present ‘taken only the first steps.
Support rendered to the press during the past months by the party organiza-~

tions has brought the oblast and guberniya press out of a serious crisis

and has helpad to a considersble extent to win over the reading workers,’

“but still it must not be forgotten that the circulation of all our news-

papers is extremely small, that, -owing to this, the widest. strata of non-
worker population -- above ;all the peasantry -- is very poorly suppiied
with newspapers. And as the press is one of the most important tools of
agitation and propagande, playing at this time the r61e of t'ransmission
apparatus between the party and the working class, the 12th Papty» Congries;
commissions the Central Comn;i‘ttee to pay primesry attention to this fit;ld -
of party work. It is most u.rgently necessary to adopt & nunmber of measures
to expand the circulation of our newspapers “end to. adgust the matter of -

dlstz‘ibutlon of the press; in the v1lla.ges flrst oi‘ all, as they have a‘t

the presen;t time the most 1mpoz‘tant polltical s:.gmflcance .
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27. In the interest of serving properly all the verious reading masses,
it is necessary to conduct a differentistion of newspapers (central and
oblaest directing newspapers, central mass newspapers, oblast, guberniya,
er;d uyezd mass newspapers, etec.). For every basic stratum of reesders, it is
necessary to create a particular type of newspaper. Having a whole system-
of newspapers, the party should distribute spheres of influence among them.
more or less precisely so that each newspaper would be oriented primarily
towerd a definite stratum of the mass of readers.
28. Experience has shown that the ordinary guberniya newspaper cennot
. be simultaneously & newspaper for the urban and rurel population; it is first
)o__iy“ ail an urben peper. A special weekly peasant newspaper is needed for
serving peasants in large guberniya centers. But where special peasant news-
papers cannot be created, guberniya newspapers should devote a maximum of
attention and space to questions of rural life. ’

29. For the purpose of improving newspapers written in the languages
of the national minorities, increased supervision end instruction of national-
minority newspapers by the Agitation end Propeganda Section of the Central
Committee of the RKP is necessary. .

The uyezd press should devote a major portion of its material to peasent
‘problem.é , giving priority to the illumination of ﬁfe in the village. A
situation wherein uyezd newspapers are almost comp}:étely oriented towerd the
urben reader (end, es 2 rule, toward the bourgeois urben reader) is quite
impérmissible. The guberniya pa;ty committees are o‘_Dligéd»to ~ta.ke.a_'l_l
measures for properly setting up the uyezd press, wﬂich can be most easily
dissem‘ina,_ted in the village. N .

' 30: A new feature in the field of the pz;rty and soviet press, along
w‘ith ‘the ‘workex; corr'espondenté, should be poi.nted 6ut: the factory and
pjlant newspapers. In the center,the latter sre‘ béginning to play a notice-

gble.role. l'hese newspepers are. products of 'i:he c‘réative activity of the
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leading proletariat. Their significence consists in that, by illuminating
questions of local factory or plant life, they draw the more backward strata
of the proleteriat into public life end into the interests of production.
Stressing the value of this new press, the 12th Congress points out the
necessity for teking it under party guidance.

3l. It is necessary to note that, while the system of self support
[khozraschet] hes uudoubtedly revived our publishing house, end given them
the opportunity to work on a firm end healthy basis, comer;ial independence,
on the other hend, has brought lack of coordination into its work, with the
result that unnecessary, poorly prepared literature is often thrown on the
merket. This leads to & clogging of the book market end is a waste of
money and lebor. Considering that this circumstance comprises no smell
threat to all our book matters, it is necessary to introduce some coordination
in the work of our publishing houses, without, however, disrupting their
economic independence.

The 12th Congress commissions the Central Committee to work out and put
into practice the necessary measures for putting into order the publication
of Marxist classics (speeding up their release by Gosizdat Cstate Pul?;l.ish-

. being exemined and

ing ’HouseD , prohibiting their republ:gcation Awithou.t g,
signed by the appropriate responsible editors, ete.).
: 32, . It is neceséa.ry to note the extreme spottipess and veriety of oblast
'and guberniya party journaels, in relation to character as well as quelity.
The ma:iority of these newspepers are managed extremely poorly, and at tirges

quite unsatiéfactorily. The g‘énéi‘al shortcoﬁings of the majority of the:

journsls are: poor illumination of current 'E;ggstions of party life, incol

sisten;:y in theoretical articles, backlogs of unexploited report ms.teriefl.s N

and sbsence of well-prepsred bibliographical sections. It is necessary to g
over the list of jéu_rna_ls end, vhere it is impossible,to set them up»propeir'liy,
discontinue thém entirely and substitute bulletins. - Furthér y .it—i,s*necessazjy =

-ttigt the (entral Comnittee institube the supplying of locsl journals with-.:
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article meterials on general questions (through the Press Bureau of the
Agitation and Propaganda Sectio;l of the Central Committee).

33.- The basic condition for strengthening-gnd broadening the press
is strong meterial support. To this g}id, it is. net;essary first of all to
supply -~ the .newspapef and book PRLASRINE Bouses with their own printing
apparatus and to arri’».'e at & detiston on khe paper problem from the point
of view of the interests of '.N pRis. . Wewe, &t vi_l} ‘be necessary to take
the first steps rovard 9 ng $ndivadvel B3ned PubILshing-house units

(nevspapers, Journalsy SRIPPING Ofices, Jrinting plentsy peper fectories,

etc. ).
.
3h. Stete finenelel ald for 8 vhole mmber oF puvlieatichs is still
quite mendatory. Vithout this aid the peice of o sWbet oF 2oted publications
will meke them €inansially uncbteinable for the Sess 83 SVONTie

Periodicel publicet} 1a the lang: of netiomad Sinorities, which

serve almost exclusavely Sie 3 ¢t and st be d wpéses of the nationel
minorities, need (in ¥{e¥ s Cheir pear Atesemination, Yeek o prid adver-
tising, etc.) increased aptefiul svpport, vithout which fheir existence is

impossible. N
35. The instructlots of & hith Party Congress, that esch member of
the party e a subscribed $iaanviduatly or eotlestivaly} to one of the party
newspapers, should be pyt 2s%g pfactiee conplately ‘as goon as possible.
36. In view of the quite natuwal W‘thlﬁ ewong different party
and soviet newspapers, it is necessary to stress nu't the party organizations
mey in no case "teke sides" in this competition. The party co}nmittées are
obliged to conduct propagandé and agitatgom in the whole party press, to

maké clear to the masses the cheracter of each of the newspapers}not favoring

any pafticular one, however, with regard %0 d‘ssemi.nation.

' 37. Considering the ext_remely smald svpply' of- experienced communist
journalisfs and the necessity for expanﬁing a.nd. stfengtbening all our press
ma‘t‘cers‘,» it is neces;ary to put unsye;vingly 1:%.0 px"actice the decisions of
the 11lth Gongress concerning the trensfer of conmnl_riis# journalists to work

in their speciality.

38. The _pe.rty’s new force in Soviet journalism -- the worker cor-
respondents -- is of tremendous significance. The party organiza‘tions N
local as well as central, should take measures toward the politicel education
of the worker correspondents, v’coward their unification and recruitment into
general party work.

39.‘ It is necessary that the perty orgenizations pay very special
attention to the parﬁy-poli’cical education of the workers of the press. To
this end the party committees should pay serious attention to "Houses of
the Press," clubs, and sections of the workers of the press. It is necessary
thet communist-workers of the press be connected very closely with the party's
everyday life and work.

40. It is urgently necessary to set up the publication of special mass
literature for distribution smong the peasents, which would illuminate the
vhole gamut of guestions which interest villege reeders, in a form accessible
to them, beginning with basic political education and ending with creative
literature end practicel questions on the rebuilding of peasant economy
(agronomy, epplied and agriculturael ‘technology, etc.).

41. Considering the inaccessibility of the existing-dsil;_/ press for
vast numbers of village readers due to the pro}.xibitive ;pricé, it; is deemed

expedient to orgenize the daily newspapers for mass distribution in the village. -

III l
42, The old type of agitgtion for fulfill.men’t; of undertakings of t.}i;a
Soviet regime -- produce allotment Gzrodrazvers’ckaj , produce tax Erbdnaloé],_
labor-trensportation tex Etrudguzhnalpi} -~ and fo; the strgngﬁheniﬂg of its- - _‘
agencies -- militia, court - tends to.die out es the Sov;ét a}gparatus griadli-
ally gets on its feet. The agitation organs of the party J\ér,tadually cease to _;
play e directly auxiliary r?le for the apparatu;! of the .Sov:'gejt regime; This
proéess is not yet complete, however, and, taking the course of maximum cur-

tailment of campaigns of the Soviét type, we should, as before, directly -
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supérvise, in the center as well as in the local areas, those of the cam-
.paig;;s which have important political significance -- the financiel tax
campaign Eimalogovwa Kempaniye), for example.

43. In the hends of the party egitation remains a most powerful in-
strument for broad and plenned elucidation for city and village working
messes of the political end economic measures of the ?oviet regime and of
all the outstanding events of domestic and international news, as well as
‘an instrument for attracting fresh worker and peasiant’f_orces into the party.

The party is ca.r‘rying out the indicated tasks by-means of an appropriate
orgenization of the press, as well as by means of all possible forms of
verbal agitation (meetings, assemblies, etc.). These means are used pri-
marily during elections to the soviets, in trade union organs, consumer
orgéns , village end credit cooperatives, insurance and hospitalization
offilces , peasent mutual aid committees, and all othei‘ orgenizations which
include the broad proletarien and peasant messes; the party sets as its own
goel the systematic strengthening, by means of agitation, of its own ideologi-
cel and practical influence over all the above orgenizetions, to bind them-
selves as closely as possible to the peasant masses through these organiza-
tions, figh’rjing the enti-Soviet el;ments which penetrate them.

Thé party's task of everydey agitation -- the s_eryicing of campaigns
and elections under “the complicated conditions of NEP E\Iew Economic Policy)
in the cities and particula:r_ly in the villages -- demends a rise in the
quality of egitation. For meeting this demsnd, in ad:ﬁ’cion to the proper
orgenization of instruction of sgitators during cempa::.gxs , it is necessery

) to organize collectives of agitators under the guberni»ya committees and (with
the sanction of the guberniya committee) under the uyézd cormittees, for the
,analysis of individual campeigns, pa.rticularly pré-éfection cempaigns, and
for elucidating the basic questions of international_?nd internal policies
of the Soviet regime (in particular the agricultural, finenciel, industrial,
*and nationa}L policies) . In the preliminary enalysis_ of broad campaigns, the
party ;:éiis as a whole must be drawm into the w.orkr

: i - 62 -

Taking into c;_onsideration the necessity for & trensition to daepei‘q
agltation and the necessity for preiithinary analysis of agitation campaigns
:Ln.‘l:he party, active individual and group égitation by par.1‘:y members among
the worker and peasent masses must be set up es regu.’i.ax“ work in the fieid
of agita‘éion, and the whole [};arty] orgenization must be drawn into this new
form of agitation as far as possible. o
) 4h, Simulteneously, in the villages, First priority must be éiven to
the orgenizational and propaganda work of the cells; the villége reading
rooms should serve as centers of the party's agitational irnfluence on the
peasants.

In view of the rise in the level of political consciousness of the wid'e
masses of workers and peasants and of the apprecisble growth of demand, not
for meetings, but for seriaus, exhaustive, objective elucidation of the
political and economic undertakings of the Soviet regime, as well as of all
outstanﬁing events of domestic and international news, it is necessary to
work out and put into effect a series of measures for the transition i‘rom‘
the meeting type of agitation to.ma.ss propagenda.

45, It is necessary to set up’in practical form the qx;\est‘:ion_ of using
the theater for syst.ematic mass propagenda of t};e ideds of the struggle for
communism. To this 'end we must, by attracting i{he s.ppropriaté per;onne']\.. in
the center as well as the local areas ,' intensify',.;,_the work of creating and
selecting an eppropriate revolutionayy repertoife , using especially the
heroic moments of the struggle of thé workJ:.ng cless.

The theater should also be used as a means of anti-religious propagenda.

46, During thg time of .the New qugomic Policy, the number- of motion
picture theaters and their capac‘ity have; gi‘cwn in gregt measure. Inasmuqh
as the ciﬁema uses either old Sovie;r. pictures or»pieturAe“s.prdduce‘d in Western
Europe, it has actually become a disseﬁ_j.x;ator ‘of ’bvoux_-ge-oi‘s ‘influence or c_orl--

ruption of the working masses. It is necessary to devélop cinematography

: 6 -
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production in Russia, not only with the ‘aid of special government subsidies,
but also by meens of attracting private (foreign ax;d Russiaﬁ) cepital, pro-
vided ideological direction and supervision on the part of the party and
the state are fully guaranteea. In view of the great educational and agi-
tational significance of the cinema, it is necessary to provide the cinema
with commmists who have worked in conematography before the revolution, as
well as business personnel able to set 'up matters on ﬂa basis of economi'é
khozyaystvennyy raschet
accountability ji.e. without the use of state f\mds] on one hend, end on the
basis of serving the working masses to fullest extent pos;ible on the other
hand.

The Congress directs the attention of the Central Comrmittee especially
to the reinforcement of the directing personnel of GOSKINO [Central State ,.
Photography and Motion Picture Establishment]e

"The Congress suggests that this be done as soon as possible.

The Congress also calls attention to the necessity for rendering
assistence to Proletkino MotionPicture ‘Studio: in its work for creating -
revolutionary films and films sbout production.

‘h'{. It is necessary for agitation and propagmj;da purposes, and especially
for influence in the villages, t'o. make extensive u{s;e vof timf constant tie

. v;hi;:h exists between the RedAArnxy and the villages ,(individpal postal cor-
respondence, leaves of ab'sence, ete.), as well.as thé periodic preconscription
call-up for Iprglii‘ninsry] military training.

In the a.reas. where militia divisions are being »~formed, the party vorganiza-
't.i/ons should, before the period of the first call-ups, develop a wide campaign
for explaining this system of military development, which is new for Soviet
Ru551a, asslst:mg in every way possible the success of the matter and at the
same time widely usmg the call-up of m:Ll:Lt:La units for agitational influence
in the village. :

: :I"
48. The material crisis ir; ‘the NEP per‘iﬁd hes hed its most noticesble

~effect on >the' ;nﬁiparatus of the px“éss and ‘the political educetion in;titutions

which serve non-Russian nationalities. Agitation and propagenda work in the
languages of non-Russisn né.tione.‘l.ities has seriouslffellen behi;'ni that’ gé;r}e
in the Russian language.: Not onl}" insufficient financial nleans,"'but th;
absence of sufficient cadres of administrative workers has served as a great
hindrence in the work; there has been a careless attitude toward the work
emong the national minorities on the part of a few perty orgenizations and
in some places the detached nature of this work from the general party system
has not yet been eliminated. 7

All this, on a basis' of insufficient or very poor class differentiation
among peoples whose [native] lengusge is not Russien and of the quite in-
significant development of large industriel proletariat emong them, has ,
since the beginning of the New Economic Policy, been menifested in a strengthe_n-
ing of the petty-bourgeoisie and the nationalist-clerical influence among
these peoples; among the peoples of the East, pan-Islemism and pan-Turkism
has grown; among the Jews, along with the break-up of the former conciliétiénist
parties, Zionist clerical-cedet groups have sprung up; among the Poles, the ’
Catholoc elements sre striving to seize the schools; among the Latviens end .
Estonians, the Baptist Cl;urch, and its influence on:you‘ch, is growing.

k9. By virtue of a number of historicel factors and circunisj:e';uces of,
custom, the influence of non-orthodox churches end clergy among tﬁ’e’nat:‘i;oh'al

minorities was, and is to the present day, particularly among the CatholicSJ

. and Moslems, stronger than the influence of the Orthodox Church and prlests )

in its corresponding environment.

Anti-religious propagende among the national mnorlt::-es should take .
this factor into consideration and adept its methods to flt ‘che pecullarlt
of a g1ven environment.

Special circles for anti-religious propaganda shou.ld be organlzed a.mong

the nat).onal minorities, consisting of communlsts of thet natlonal ty, andA

speciel literature should be publ:.shed.
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50. The schools are the most ixni)orta.nt orgenizational center for the
large mass. of national minorities in villages end small towns. Therefore
f;he work emong the teachers of the national minorities takes on a special
significance. ' - .

51. In view of the backwerdness of the masses of the national minori-
ties and thei_r poor participetion in politicel life, agitation work among
them is ‘still needed in those forms end methods which to a considersble

. degree are dying out in Russian practice (meetings__, wide extra-perty con-
ferences, etc.).

52. Where Red Army units are stationed among the national minorities,
the guberniya committees should teke measures for systematicelly acqueinting

the Red Army soldier, officers, and politicel workers with the particular

social and political conditions of their 1life end the history of the oppression

to which they have been subjected in the past, in order to strengthen the
ties of the Red Army with the workers of non-Russian nationalities.

53. It is necessary that the party committées bear full responsibility
for work among the national minorities and guarantee for this work a suffi-

. cient number of approprie.te workers. .

'l'he needs of national minor1t1es in the agltation, propaganda, scien-
tific end literary fields should be ensured in the distribution of party
‘personnel. )

54, In the field of party llbra.ry affairs, he work should be directed
along the lines of transforming party libx‘a.ries into en active system of
party education establisixﬁzents ; directly related :to ‘the party and party
trade union clubs, .serving the schools of ‘pol;tiéélf ea\fcaﬁioﬁv{af.ghkoly,:. IS
politgramotyﬂ and Mxist circles, and filling the -needs of commmist self-
education.

55. In addition to basic Merxist political-educational literature,

party libraries should be supplie(i with naturel-scientific literature.

56. In view of the pers.istent delay in rece'ipﬁ,— in locael areas, of the
necessary literature for current agi'tation.and p;'opagande. campaigns, it is
necessary to w;:x{k out advence supplying to the perty libraries of this
literature and the supplying of bibliographical indexes.:

57. It is necessary to teke measures to aid the party in correcting
the genersl library network, which at present is in a chaotic condition.

55. The ‘development of agitation and pfopaganda work during the past
year pressingly demsnds an increase in the work of registering locel agita-
tion and propegenda experience for the purpose of strengthening relations
with loceles and increasing the guidance of agitetion end propagenda work

as & whole. -- From KPSS v Resolyutsiyskh i Resheniyakh, vol I, pp T730-7h3.

Resolution of the Congress ofx Setting Up Antireligious Agitation and Propagenda

The Revolution shook loose the religious prejudices of the broad working
masses, unmasking the counterrevolutionary role of the historic organization
of the church in the service of capital and large land-owners.

However, the revolutionary process has not yet reorganized the economic
structure of millions of peasant farms, which ;ontinue to e‘;cis‘t‘ in a state
of heavy dependence on nafure , @s they have for 'cénturies;‘-in the c;'tties N
private-cepitelistic indnstrial relations continue to exist and even to .
develop under the terms of the New Economic Policy; our schools and political
enllghtenment work are not in a position to serve workers 1n the cities, and
especlally the VLllage. While these conditions cont:mue, rellgmus preaudlces,
although loosened and undermined by life, will hold their ground for' a long
time, "Only the emstence of planning and consclons effort [soznatel‘nost:)
in g1l the social and- economlc activities of the masses, "-- reads the pro-
gram of the party, "will briné about a completg disappeara.ﬁce of religious
prejudices."” »

At the present time we see, along with the decay of old church orgeniza-

tions, in particular the Orthodox Church, end along with the diminisHing of .
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the influenée of Orthodox .Church religion end of its hierarchy (the extent

ofi which influence, however, should not invany c‘asevbe exaggerated, particularly
in relation to the village) , the considersble growth of several sects, whose
leaders are ideologically gllied with certein elements of European and

Americen bourgeoisie. ]

Under these conditions, the work of the party in the conclusive destruc-
tion of religious belief in all its aspects among the worker end peasant
messes inevitably tekes on, first of all, the aspec‘t of systematic end in-
tensified propaganda which graphicelly and convineingly reveals to every
worker and peéss.nt the falsity of all religion and the way it contradicts
his interests, propagande which exposes the ties of different religious groups
to the interests of the ruling classes, and which replaces with clear scien-
tific views of nature and humen society the outlived remmants of religious
ideas. In doing this, as set forth in the party brogram, it is necessary to
be careful to avoid offending the feelings of believers, which would only
lead to a strengthening of religious fenaticism. I_ntentionally rude ap-
proaches, often practiced in the center and in the localities, and mocking
at cults and e;rticles of faith instead of conduétin_@ serious dnelysis
and explanation do noi; hasten, but hemper, the deliverance of the working
classes fx.'om‘reiigious prejudices.

.. One of the basic end urgent tasks of our parﬁy: in the fields of anti-
religious prapaganda' end agitation, is the pub]:ica’citon of appropriate litera-
ture, not only popular scientific-}.itgrature hqt i)a:t'ticularly literature
which seriously elucidates the history and origins of religions.

While declaring that‘ there have been significent successes in this field,
it is neV;ertheless necessary to emphasize that most'qf thg. literature pub-
l::Lshed canﬁo’c éa.tisf_y the mass resder. It is necessary to publish brgchures
and leaflets accessible for the average worker or peasent, which woqld
enswer intelligibly questions on the origin of the world end life end on the
essential nature of human relationships, which would unmask the counterrevolu-

" tionary rdle of religion and the church, especialiy ‘the Rus;ian church, its
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origins, evolution, its position in relation to class government :;nd the
liberation movements of the proletariat and the peasantry at different times,
which would expose the physiognomy end concealed class nature of various
sects vhich influence the masses. Considering the fact that the 3('5 million
Moslems of the Union of Republics have up to the present preserved, almost
intact, numerous medieval prejudices related ‘to religionA which are [now]
used for countgrrevolutionary aims, it is necessary to draw up forms and
methods for liquidating these prejudices, teking into account the particular
features of the different nationalities.

In the system of mass propagende being developed which the perty is
using on an ever larger scaele, it is necessary to give particular position
and attention to antireligious mass propagenda in the form of lively and
understandeble lectures, with a careful selection of lecturers. Specialists
naturalists, and materialists should be encouraged to deliver these lectures.
Attention should be paid to the drawing up of special methods of antireligious
propagande which depend on the social make-up of the audience.

If, ;ln the near future, the party is sble to organize a broad program
of training for its agitators 51‘1(1 propagandists in 'the f::Leld of struggle
against re;.igion, it will be able to cope with this tasic; it must use for
this purpose all aspects of Soviet and party e.duciation, beginning with"bhe
communist universities. It is necessary that special courses in the origin,
development, and history of religion, religious beliefs, cults and relig:'gohs
church o}‘ga:nizations be introduced along the entire front of communist educa- .
tion:, These courses must be instituted in close connection with the study
of humen society and the class struggles of the exploitérs"vfith the exploitfed.
and should e;cpose the real, numerous, and veried ’cieé betwéencap:i,ta:l and
religious propagenda. Aloné with the programs of anti-Soviet pglitical

parties, it is necessary to acquaint the students in Soviet party schools with®

the mekeup and activities of different religious orgenizations {which are
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) a.ttexﬂ-p'bing to exert influence on the worker and peasant masses to the detri-
ment of the Communist Party. In, introducing antireligious education in the
general system of communist school education, it is necessary at the same
time to give all possible support to special antireligious circles end
seminars both within end without the walls of commmnist educational institu-

* tions, with the: provision that there be competent p.z.arty guidance of their

. work. v

The perty, in setting up systematic antireligious propegenda and agite-
tion as. one of the most effective means of spreading perty influence mong
the broad working masses, must not forget that all our antireligious agita-
tion end propaganda will not penetrate to the thick of the people as long
as a considerable mejority of the village populetion remains illiterate,
and until the work of schooling the working masses of city and villege in
the spirit of scientific-materislistic natural ;cience moves once and for
gll out of its inert status. Only the appropriate orgenization of the
school end the training of school}teachers , the distribution of a broed net-
work of political education institutions (perticularly the reading rooms ),
the plenned suppl;/iﬁg of the villege with Soviet newspepers and ‘booklets,
end a full and final liguidation of illiteracy, plus the successes of Soviet
pover in the ceuse of raising industry end agriéuiture , will create ti'xe '
cc‘mditions for final end complete up-rooting of-religious superstitutions

in the minds of tens of millions of citizens of the republic. -- From KPSS v

Resolyutsiyakh i Resheniyakh, Vol I, PP Th3-Th5.
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EDITORIAL IN THE FIRST ISSUE OF THE NEWSPAPER

KRASNAYA ZVEZDA" (JANUARY 192k)

We are bég;ming the publiéa_t‘ion of & central military newspeper in

full awareness of all the responsibility end difficulty involved.

Our newspaper should become’ & leboratory of militery thought of the

entire Red Army and Navy.

The Red Army and Red Nevy are the same age as the Republic of Soviets.
'They ‘ate st11) very youngy But the smell nurber of years of the existence
of our army is rich with direct wer experience. War experience is the best
caulker of orgenizational forms. And the first task of the militery educa-
for, hence, the first task of our newspaper, should be the critical evaluatior}'
of the war period of our ermy end a revelation of the experience gained during
this period, end the acquiring of useful military traditions. But this ver
experience of our army has been highly restricted. It is impossible to rest
on the achievements of our development. Otherwise ve would hopelessly lag
behind general development. Military t_echnology is having new successes
every day. Both the orgenizaetional forms of modern grmies and their tactical
methods are chenging accordingly.

. The future bloody tests for whicﬁ our. srmy shouid be preparing are ex-
ceeding the bounds of war experience vwhich has been built up by the Red
Army. We must persistentl& and strenuouély look ehead, studying and cc;nsider-,- 5
ing the influence of the deve}oiament of technology upon methods of organize-
tion, upon strétegy, ax;:d upon tactics in a future wer.

Our militery thought should stend 'on a level w::Lth these achiévements.

. But it should remain lively and critical thoﬁght; not the trite mastering

of every "latest word" which reaches ‘us from sbroad, but the careful study * i
of these innovations and the adaption to our particular conditions of V(hat
is really progressive in them; more then that, the independent consideraﬁiop

of ell militery problems and the bold search for a new Soviet yt-ord.

-TL -
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our 'n'ewspeizer sets as its aim the constant eupport of this wholesome

crltic:.sm, this creative, initiative’ -- fllled though‘c of the workers of

wthe ‘Red Army. Our newspaper should live in consideration oi‘ the experience
'a'f work in the local areas sbove all; and it should assist the organization
_of thls experience of the.local areas. 'u

Krasnaya Zvezda (_-Red Staa was intended for all levels of the army and
navy, for everyone who strives to ‘comprehend hls,ow'n work and regerd it

" thoughtfully. ‘ -

The Red Army, like no other in the world, is united with the whole
country. And this is revesled especially in the dew}elopment of the basic
foundations of & militia in our military constuption. As never before, the
soviet and party organs have now drewn nearer to their ermy eand have teken a
practicel interest in militery work. Therefore our newspaper should keep
in mind both these new needs and this new circle of readers, civilian workers
who are active participants of military developmen’c-.

The tasks which stend before our newspaper are complicated and diverse.

It is clear that Krasneys Zvezda will only be able to fulfill success=-
f’u.'Lly ‘these complicated ’rfasks if its readers are at the same time contributors.
A v:Ltal indissoluble bond should be established hetvfeen the newspeper and the
army. Each worker whose v1tal mterests are those 'of the srmy should support
tiﬂe bond, respond to guestions which have been discussed in the paper, and

’ ﬁreserﬁ: . ‘o the paper problems which arise in ‘the'course of practical work.

'Neither the seeming insignificance of the facts to be reported nor the

form in which they are to be presented to the paper should stop anyone. The
% edltorlal steff will accept with gratitude and use 100 percent of any material,
’ no matter in what form it is received. And’ from® seem:mgly unimportent facts
.+ one cen sometimes obtain, in generalization, conclugions of vas‘o general

usefulness.

The editoriel steff of Krasnaye Zvezda sends comradely greetings to all
soldiers of the Red Army end Nevy and expresses strong cor;fidence that
through their common efforts Krasnaya Zvezde will be able to burn as a clear
beacon in the cause of the development of our native Red Army. -- From

Krasneye Zvezde (Red Star), No 1, 1 Jenuery 1924,

PRIORITY TASKS OF THE PARTY IN THE FIELD OF THE PRESS:

FROM A DECREE OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE (FEBRUARY 192k)

In connection with the internel end external sii’:uation of the Republic
end the increasing rise of the cult;xral-political level of the advanced éroup %
of workers and peasants, the role of the press is growing greatly. Its
significence is especially important for the following reesons;}

1. It is one of the most importent forms of commumication of the party
with the worker end peasant masses end of the influence of the city on the
country.

2. Tt is en instrument for the strengthening and solidarity of the’
party. .

3. It is a meens for the dissemination of -knowledge emong the ‘wox"ker
and peasent masses end the raising of their culturel-political lével.

Accordingly, it is necessary t0 place questions of the press in the

center of party.attention.

I. 'In the Field of the Peasant Press

(a) The task for next year is to 'brmg the .mass of workers and peesants, .,

who sre not yet covered by tne work of the press,. to the level of newspaper ;
coverage aliea,d,y reached smong workers of mdustrlel reglons . The c;chula- -:

tion of the centrel Krest'yenskays Gazeta CThe Peasant Newspapea must be*

‘brought to 200,000 copies’ by spring, and especially 1nten51f1ed work must be

conducted among Red Army personnel and ‘teachers.
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(b) In the field of service to the peasan‘h;; it is necessary by all means
to support uyezd C&istrict) and guberniyas @rovincé_‘) peasant newspapers. The
press section G)tde'.D of the Central Committee must develop a conc;'ete plen
for a network_of uyezd peasant newspapers, conforming it to the speciel con-
ditions of different ereas and aiming at the extension of the areas served
by. the newspepers (okrug newspepers in the Ukrainer) , aiming at their change-

. over to service of the peasents and at the same time closing down those uyezd

: n’ewspgpers which do not serve peasants or workers. It is necessary to in-
crease the instructing of uyezd newspapers and imﬁrove the staff of their
-.workers, setting up model uyezd newspapers in a nunber of agricultural
guberniyas (up to 10).

) (c) In 211 types of peasent newspapers, first place should be given to
questions of the economic and political situation of the republic from the
point of view of strengthening of the union of the working class and the
peasantry, along with discussion of questions of cooperation eand propagandiz-
ing of ugfonomic measures which cen be employed on & mass basis and which
can produce even a minimum extension and improvéfnent of peasant economy.

It is necessary also to devote spepia.l_ attenti&n t(:l the discussion in
-peasant newspapersvof questions of everyday life., éspecially thaet of peasant
women.

(d) The Peoples Commissariat of ‘Educetion end the Centrel Committee of
_the Union of Educational Workers (Tsk Rabpro‘s:) ;l’lllst take all measures for
the esteblishment- of {:ies between village teachers and the central, as well
as ithe locel, peasant newspapers, SO &8 to convert them into one of the
sui)porting points for distributing snd reading féasant newspapers and or-
gani‘zi:né village correspondents.'

o (e) ’l;he network of Red Army newspapers mst 1;e strengthened and supplied
with the‘necess.ary means and qga;ified workersﬁ Guidance of the Red Army

‘pfess must be intensified and it must be used not only for the militery end

.- politicel ‘education of the Red Army messes, buf also for influence through

S
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the Red Army on the villege. In connection with the contemporary situation,
there must be increased attention in all the préss , both centrel and local,
to explanation of the internel everydey life of the Red Army and Navy. In
addition, the supplying of Red Army personnel o)“.‘ [minority] nationalities,
with newspapers in their native lenguages, must be promoted by every means.
(£) Tt is recommended that the Central Committee of the Komsomol jointly
with the press section of the Central Committee [of the party] bééin a survey
of their press and begin the establishment of weekly organs (;f the union
[i.e. the Komsomol], in the national republics firs'i: of all, in the local

languages. ;

II. In the Field of the Leading=[Organs] of the Préess

In the leading organs of the press, which are of especially great
significance as & means of ‘party solidarity, it is necessary to assign first
place to questions of party policy, in the field of international relations
as well as in the field of internal, economic, and general policy. Leading
party neyspapers should give a yarfy orientation to the party member, avoid-
ing ‘'superficial agitational work end the narrow departmental interpretation
of questions, and giving more facts ax;d elucidating them in a plenned and
systematic manner. They should begin & systematic explenation of ‘che‘ basic
deviations and a systematic ideological struggle ageinst them. They should
improve the orgenization in newspapers of the "Party Life" section. Tl;ey
should devote attention to the necessity of sin_lpli’fication of the lépguaée
(especially in worker, and peasant newspapers).

The leading press is éiven the btask of expleining the basic questions
which interest the wide masses of the party. .’I'hey should continue and deepen
the broad discussion of questionsi}qf the p;u‘ty line in such su‘qjec'ts as

to coordinatio . N
"Nozhnitsy" Fliterally" scissors"; gllusion is serhepk;] veges end the like;

with the broadest possible attraction of communists y:orking in the lower

party cells to the discussion. t
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In the press there must be a full and many-sided intetprete.iion of a1l
the-new tasks of the party resulting from the huge grovrth of the worker
v nucleus of the party; there mist be emple servicing “6f the new perty members
in political education; they mst be drawn into the functions of worker cor-
respondents. The role of party newspapers as "collective organizers” should

ve developed to the meximum under present conditions.

III. In the Field of Book Publishing

(a) It is necessary to increase work for the creation of popular books
for workers end peasants. The necessary regrouping of legbor apd money must
be conducted to attain the greatest possible increase in the publication of
popular, cheap books for the peasant, politicel and reference literature,
revolutionery and entertaining ficté.on, and books on agronomic subjects,
which can have mass application. Special attention mst be devoted to the
compiling end disseminating of a Soviet textbook for peasant schools of the
first grade, which will be of great cultural and political significance.

(b) In the field of book publishing in non-Russian lenguages, the Press
Section [of the Centrel Committee] together with the Peoples Commissariat of
Education and represen ‘tatives of the central end local nationelity publish-
ing ho{zses shell develop measures for invigoxje'hing the local publishing
hou-ses , measures which would answer the real needs of the masses of f.he ‘popu-
lation and would create a mass readershlp. This, work shell be centered
u‘&und the publication of the necessary quant_i‘by of popular Merxist literature,
political literature for villages, and téxhbcoks f»or” peasant sghools. No
duplicetion' of effort in this shall be permltted.— In the national republics,
especially in the Ukraine and Central Asie, the number of Russian books to
be published or republished sﬁall be reduced to the minimum. The center of
gravity of publishing activity is to be shifted to the locelities... Under
the Central Committee, Communist Perty of -the ~U']cr:aine it is considered necessery

to create a special party puﬁﬂishing house along. the lines of "Krasnaya Nov'".
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(¢) For aiding the self development of non-party workers as well as -
communist workers, who do not have the opportunity to study regularly, ‘8
series of "libraries" are to be created on questions of the history of the
organizetion of the perty, the international worker movement, naturel science,
technology, and the like. Publicetion of a cycle of books of the home uni-
versity type is to be started. In perticular, a library of 10-15 books
shell be created for the average party member, embracing the basic questions
of the development of society to communism and the structure of the party

and the Soviet regime.

)

A basic condition for atteining success is the reduction of the cost of
newspapers and books and the improvement of the spparatus of dissemination.
For the necessary regrouping of funds, the decisive reduction of departmentel
literature (not less then 50 percent by 1 Jenuary), including that servicing '
the guberniya party apparatus, shall be continued. A survey of all the basic
elements of the cost of books shall be made, with a view to decisive reduc-

tion. Government reductlons in price and subsidies are to be concentrated on,

. peasant and non-Russmn books and nevspapers, introducing in & 2-week period

the necessery sums into the budget of the Union. In the field of dlssem:Lna—
tion, all dissemination agencies (contractors, the All-Union Council of Con-
sumers' Cooperatives, end the People s Commissariat of Posts end Telegraph) .
are advised to concentrate their efforts end money on the transport of bocks S

end newspapers from the guberniya center to the uyezd and vi]_‘l.age.

Tbe Press Section, with the help of the People's Commissariat of Educa-

tion and the Worker Peasan., Inspection (,RKI] , should increese its directic

and supervision of the work of government and party publishing agencies (Glavlit 3
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Main Administration of Literary end Publishing Affairs, and Rosta: Russian
Telegraph Agency), of the central press, of the national press, and of the
dissemination agencies; the study of the activities of publishing houses
should be conducted along with the letter. It is p;‘oposed that the Registra-
tion and Assignment Section fEUchraspretD of the Centrel Committee, and the
Press Section, according to the decree of the 12th Congress, systematically
improve the quality of press personnel by transforrihg comrades with more
party and political experience to x;ewspaper work, primerily in the larger
worker centers, the border zone, and the Ukraine, and by training new workers
in school.

The editorisl end publishing staff of the la.rg.er party and soviet pubz
lishing houses should be surveyed and strengthened. Not later then 1 January,
an exact registration of press workers must be completed. The Press Section
must increase personal instruction on the spot through more frequent visits
of instructors and also through meetings of workers of newspepers and pub-
lishing houses of the same type. In Moscow, Kharkov, Leningrad, and Tiflis,
regular meetings of responsible editors of the central newspepers must be
oorwoked, under the guidance of the ‘Fress Section of the Central Committee.

At the same time the immediate creation and strengthening of the organs
of press leadership in sll oblast centers and guberniya ci‘ties conducting

" extensive literary publishing work. is deemed necessary.

VI. Messures Necessary for the Supplementing

and Developing of the General Directives

1. In Organizing Correspondent Communicationég.
(a) In areas of the strongest worker and .peasent newspapers, con-
ferences of worker correspondents are to be condnc’te(i to instruct them and
. to strengthen party influence in them (Bakhmut, Ivanovo , Baku, the 'Lenlngrad

MKrasnaya Gezeta," Seratov, Rostov, lCnerkov, Kiev, the Moscow "Gudok", and,

=78 -
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as en experiment, the peasant newspapers in Voronezh; Gomel', Umen', and
Luga.) The direct leedership of the conferences is to be the responsi‘@ii_ity
of the locel party committees. Representatives of the Central Committee are
to be delegated to these conferences.

(b) It is proposed that all perty committees intensify work in the
political education of worker and peasant correspondents, drawiog them N
into general party life in order to guarantee observa;'xce of the party line
in their work. ) )

(c) Work for the formation of a staff of women worker end peasant
correspondents is to be intensified in women's sections Gheno’cdely] as well
as in the general press. Maximum utilization of women delegates is to be »
sought for this purpose.

2, In the Field of Party Journals:

The reduction of the number of perty journals is to be accelerated,
with the trans_fer to a system of oblast party _.journals ; some of the guberniya
Jjournals are to be converted into small party bulletins. It is necessary to
give the oblast party Journal a leadlng character ) discussing in them q_ues-
tions of intra-perty life as well as questions of general end economlc
policy, based prifmrily on local material, local eoonomic and pplitic?l ex-:

perience. A regrouping of literary personnel working in party journels is °

centers, especially oblest cen’r,er‘s., and in the autonomou's‘ and independent)

republics.

3. In the Field of Text'oooks

The examnatlon of old end the creatlon of new Soviet textbooks 20
is to ‘be accelerated especially for first-and second-level schools , to

supply ell the first-level schools with a politically hlgh-qual:.ty textbook

for the coming school yesr. Party and Soviet puollshmg house




to be given to’ the publication of even the minimum necessary quantity of

& . textbooks for.ﬁrst-level schools in non-Russian languages, in conformity_
with locel conditions. The People's Commisseriat of Education is instructed

to consider the question of possibie administrative and educational measures
necessary for the introduction of a Soviet textbook. The cost of textbooks
for first-level schools, especially peasant schools, -is to be reduced.
4. In the Work of the State Publishing chse%‘
In sccordance with all the sbove measures ,4the work of the State :
‘ -. Publishing House is to be intensified; its work is to be concentrated pri-
merily on the publication of textbooks. ‘

A reorgenization of the personnel and fine.nqes of the State Pub-

1ishing House is to be conducted ‘for promoting in its work the task of the

publication of books for mass readers.
Measures ere to be teken for the creation of a Soviet children's
literature.
5. In the Field of Criticism and Bibliography: Tav

(a) Perty guidence of criticism and bibliogrephic work is to be

_im;en;ified with qualified-party pers'onnel.

(b) A11 newspapers are obligeci to carry reéu%Er ‘book review
(bibliograficheskiye) sections giving ;he reader not chence reports, but
systematlc guidance in the selection of books based on the circle of readers
the newspaper. or publication serves. Questions of party educatlon (Lenlmsm)

' should be given special a.ttention.

(c) ‘Under Agitprop, in'the Bres.s Section, periodic meetings of
a;tive workers in critir':ism and book reviewing are to be held for. analyzing
questlons of bibliographic selection. :

(d) The Book Chamber CKn:Lzhneya PelataD of the RSFSR is to be re-

“organized into an all-um.on agency.

(e) For treining workers in ‘eriticism and bibliographic selection,

v e ‘'special course is to be held in the programs of GIZh CS‘ta’ce Institute of
Journallsxa VLKHI [I:Ilgher J'_nstltute of therature end Fine Arts), and the

11terery department of FON EFaculty of Social Sc1ence§]
A . - 80 -
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6. In Reducing the Cost of Books
The reduction of the cost of books is recognized to be one of the
most importent perty tasks. In this task, it is necessary to survey, for
the purpose of a decisive reduction, all the basic elements of thé cost of

books (printing cxpenses, paper, transportation, and postel charges, taxes,

. merchendising expenses, and the expenses of the editorial and publishing

appe.re.tus). The state's cost reductions are to be concentrated on peasant’
and non-Russian books. In view of the success experienced by the State
Publishing House, "Krasnaya Nov!", end some local newspapers, which had a
printing plant and e paper mill assigned to them, it is deemed necessary to
establish a commission to analyze the possibility of extending this method
to other large publishing houses. This commission shall finish its work
in two weeks. The press gection is instructed to report within two months
on achievements in this field.

T. In Dissemination%

It is recommended to all dissemination agencies that they con-

centrate their efforts end finances on the transfer of books from guberniya
centers to the uyezd and vill_a,ge. The Press Section is instructed to begin

a cempaign through the guberniya perty committees for enlisting loeel co--. -

. operatives of all types in the book trade and in the distribution of news-

papers. The experience of the Ukra‘ine in the creation of cooperative b.ooki
shelves and in the technique of delivery of books and newspapers to the
village is'to be studied and disseminated. The People's Commissariat of
Posts and Telegraph shall work out, wit};in a month, the question of the

possibility of the utilizing volost postal points as book and newspaper

- agencies. The maximum utilization of counters, bazsars, stands, and book

kiosks is recommended to all dissemination agencies, as well as the organiza-
tion and development of a network of book-sellers. The msnagement pe‘rsonnel*"”
of the press dissemination sgencies is to be reviewed for the purpose of - .

strengthening it with experienced specialists as well as party members. It
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~is.propo}sed ‘that the g\;berniya. party committees devotj.e attention to the book
trade and to party direction of it. Ii:, is proposed that the village com-
Lmissi'on speed up discussion .of the question of" t{he‘f»acilities for the trans-
portation of lit-ératu.re eand newspapers to the village.

8. 1In the Training of Workefs

The main emphasis in the training of press workers is to be shifted
‘to thé training of workers for the peasentry and the non-Russian nationalities
of the USSR. For this purpose newspaper affairs ée»ctions sre to be organized
under KUTV CCon'lm\mist University of Working Peoples of the Easﬂ end KUNZ
[probebly Communist University of National Minorities of tiqe West] ) thé
non-Russian staff of GIZh is to be given maximum reinforcement, and short
courses in newspaper affeirs in local languages are ‘to be given in the
Ukraine and the Transcaucasus. Plent end factory schools are to be orgenized
for the training of typesetters for the non-Russien press in the national
republics. The possibility of organizing a newspaper section at Sverdlovsk
Univeréity is to be investigated.

With regard to GIZh, the effectiné of the decrees of the Organiza-
tionel Bureau, granting GIZh egual status with corp;xruqist universities with
respect. to_food, material, and financial supply, is to }:e accelerated, and
its communist instructor staff is to be reinforced. The strengthening of
the Higher Institufe of Literature and Fine Arts with proletarian elements is

to be continué&," and.the necessary minimum of ‘communist Marxist lecturers

is to be sent there. -- From Spravochnik Partiynogo Rebotnika, fourth edition,

PP 169-173.

*

THE 13th CONGRESS OF THE RKP (b) (Mey 1924)

\

Resolution [Rezolyutsival on the Press

1. The past year has been ch.aractsrized by the growth in circulation
of the periodical press (from 2 millicn to 3 million), by the sti-ungthen—
ing of its financial position, and by the qualitative improvement and

strengthening of its tacts with the broad masses of the workers through

worker, village, military, and other correspondents, which are elements
of a genuine workers' democracy. Along with the great achlevements of the
worker and party press in the field of distribution, the growth of the
peasant press, headed by Krest'vanskava Gazeta, which is winning individ- -+
ual subscribers, and some successes in boosting the circulation of the u—
tional press must be mentioned. A4ll these achievements however, must se;va_
only as a starting point for further systematic workin increasing the cir- )
culation of our newspapers and in improving their quality. The tasks of);
the coming year are: to ensure that there is not a single party member )
who 1s not a subscriber and reader of a party newspaper; that not & single :
working man, working woman, or Red Army soldier, does not. read the nw#-
paper; that there are 2 million neusi:apers in ‘the viliage, i.e. not less
than one newspaper for every 10 peasant households. . -

2. TUnder present conditions, the press is taking on particularly
great significance as an instrument for the education and organization of
the working masses. It is necessary to strengthen the contact of the p;'e.-,.-, -
with the masses, to draw it nearer to them and to concentrate its main ef- :
fort on the explanation of basic questions ngéurrr'i'n"g in ih:e’ riail-y‘iive‘ -

of millionsof workers and peasants. This should determin

content of party, worker, and peasant newspapers and books- for ‘the -party.

worker, and pensaht strata.
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3 In accordance with the cultur§1 and poiif.ioal growth of the work-
ing class, t;ha mass worker press should intensify and delve more deeply
into discussion of questions of poli’r;ics and ecnnanit;s (the international

,_posi‘tion of the USSR, the world labor movement, questions of ﬁ.ﬁance, co-
opepaf-ives [kocperntsiya] and trade, wages, industry and agriculture, the
activities of the KK [Coﬁtrol Commission] and RKI [Worker-Peasant Inspec—
tion] in improving the state mchinsry);-it‘should connect them with ques—

- ‘tions of plant and factory life and‘production (as with the experience of

Gudgk). The worker press should also satisfy the needs of readers in the

fleld.of genersl education and should systematically devote attention to
quest'il;nsafzscie;:ce, technology, and literature (feullletons, reviews,
and b}bliography) . In worker newspapers, it is necessary to interpret vil-
lage lﬂe systematically from the standpoint of strengthening the union
between the working class and the peasantry.

) Further work is "nec»ssarg on the style of language used in newspapers

and on the skillful cambination of a maximm of popularity and clarity of

. @XpI 1nn Hith seri and thorough of tent
4. The most important task of the worker press is servicing the Lenin
. ‘Enrolmeuu s dts. cducation in the spirit of Bolshevism and enlist.ment in

_ practical work (party and social).

It is ¥ in this _"lnn to estublish an all-union mass party

newspaper and at the smﬂe time, to int)ensiﬁ the discuasioq of questions
- of party pélicy, party org‘nnint.ion! party 1ife and the propaganda of Le-
ninism ‘1n all the organs of the mass worker press. - ,

! 5. The Congress considers it necessary tt; me;o’se upon our party-soviet
l and trado uni.on [professionallnyy] press, -the obligntion ‘to conduct ain es-

pec:Lally thorough di.scuasion of the work of cooperatives, especially their

-84 -
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local [nizovyya] organs, and to organizé the cooperatives' propaga.ndu re-

cording their genuina practical achievements, the initiative and expsrience
of local areas, exposing speculation and the abuses of private trade capitul,
uniting the masses in the struggle a.gn!.nst private capital and at the same

time subjecting to strict eriticism all the abuses of bureaucracy, negli—

gence, and incorrect approach (assortment of merchandise, head exp ).
in the work of cooperative qrganizs.tion. It is necessary that the party
organs pay increased attention to the cooperative press and strengthen it
with party workers.

6. The Congress notes with satisfaction the significant achiavuments
of Pravda in the fleld of extending its circulation and improving its con-
tent, particularly in interpretating queatlions of party life. The Congress
instructs the Central Commlttee to strengthen the central organ of the party,
Pravda, with sultable personnel, so that it will be able to explain tl{e

basic principles of Belshevism sy tically and duct a campaign agalnst
a].l deviations from ft. It is also necessary to strengthen and improve
the leading party organs in tho national republics and in the larger csn—
ters,. widely establishing "Party Life" sections [otdel] in them.

7. The trade union press should become a mass medium and concentrate “
its primnry attention on meeting theeveryday economic .and cultural neads B
of the working class, familiarizing them with the general tasks of the trade’..
union movement, and directing its attention primarily to the work of
factory camittees [fabzavkomy], delegates' meetings, and Union .organi- S
zations, increasing their authoi‘i.’cy end getting the broad‘.n;asaes-of;‘_ ‘the, .

proletuiat into contact with them. The trade union press shoul
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of local trade union correspondents and transfer to individual subscrip-
tion). The mass trade union journals should begin _aervic:Lng broad circles
. of local trade union workers and progressive members of unions. The party
organs should promote the impro\femant and strengthening of the trade union
press.
8. It is necessary to impose an obligation on the press to 1isten:.
as keenly as possible to the demands and suggestions of the masses. It
is necessary in every way possible to strengthen rabkors [worker corre-
spondents] as a group, carefully protecting them from any kind of bureau-
cracy or red tape. The basic form of rabkor organization should be their
association at the newspaper. The assistance and leadership of the rabkor
movement by the party should consist in the intensification of communist
education of rabkors, assistance to newspapers in the selection of corre=
spondents, organization of political educational work among rabkors (circles,
clubs, short courses, congresses, etc.) and assiastance in the improvement
of their rabkor qualifications. The increased attention of the party and
trade unions to rabkors should in no case degenerate‘ into tutelage (censor-
ship of local cells, factory comittees, -etc.). The work of the party in
the fleld of the rabkor movément should be oriented toward further mass
‘attraction of fresh personnel from the working class into rabkor vork (in
particular from the Leain E_lnrol.'l.ment) and toward ;trengtheni.ug and intensi-
fy.l.h;g the ties between rabkors and the masses, in .t}ie process of production'
- as well as- in daily life. ) A
9. Wall newspapers are at_;quiri.ng even greater significance in our
' "pra'ss system, as an instrument for inﬂuenciné the masses and as a form

of expression of their activity, Plant and factoi-y newspapers are already

playing a large Tole in the field of improvemex{t of'production, correct

- 86 -
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organization of production and construction of a new mode of life, in the
struggle agai.nst 111iteracy and religious prejudices. Work on the wall
newspaper in enterpri'ses should be conducted with the greatest possible
assistance from,-and under the direction of, the party cell and the Kemso-
mol. Party committees should strengthen their leadership of wall newspaper
work.

The wall newspaper in the village ahmﬂd become one of the most im-
portant forms of work of party and Komsomol cells in the village. It should
f;lght for the improvement of peasant agriculture, for the cooperatives,
for raising the cultural level of the village, for the interests of the
peasants with small holdings, against the exploiting tendencies of the kulak
and against abuses of administration. It is necessary to connect the wall
newspaper in the village with the reading room, the agr_:imltura.l atation
[agropunkt], and the school.

10. There must be further development of the network of weekly peasant

pap ,streng“‘ ing of existing peasant newspapers, increasing of their
cﬁcuhtion, improvement of thelr contents, and strengthening of their con~
nections with the peasantry through mass enlistment of sel‘ kors [vm-go
corraapondents] through circles such as "Great Raadingn ," "Friends of Neus-
papers," "Elecutionists," etc.: The work of the correspondents should meet
with help of every kind from party and soviat organs. Having an a.ttentiva
s.ttit.ude touard peasant letters s deali.ng with every peasant cmpla:l.nt ac~
cording to Sov:let precedu.rss , rendering legal aid to the peasantry, skill.
fully cunbi.ning ‘agrarian propsganda with the interprotation of gene:
ical and economic questions, especi&lly cooperative: » and fim].'ly,
reporting to the peasant, vlthout false sinpli.fication and unnecnssnry vul— »

garization — all these are necessary qualities for a mass ' peasant newspaper. -

- 87 -
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The Red Army and Red Navy press has great significance in serving
the peasantry. It should be strengthened by every means and its content
and language shéuld ‘ne adapted to the youth who joins the army. It 1

[territorial troop meetingsﬁ
also neccssn‘y to nmke wide use of tersbory’for establishing ties between
the peasantry and the Red Army and peasant newspapers.

11. It is necessary to complete the transfex'_of the press of the
national republics to local languages, to incrensa. the circulation of the’
national press and to strengthen its ties with Athn masses through rabkors
and sel'kors and through the development of a type of newspaper adapted
to »tho level of the backward peasantry of the national republics. The
;n.t.i.cnal press demands, in particular, an intensification of party lead-
ership and a strengthening of politically reliable party worker-journalists.
In the field of publishing, the shift of all national publishing houses,
on the whole, to printing in non-Russian languages must be achieved; a
high quality, cheap textbook for elementary schpol_s, popular books for the
masses of workers and peasants and the popular Lenin geries, which will

. be c?mprahensible to the broad masses of the locai population, must be
published., ' ' L )

12. The expanding work of the Komsomol has devoted, for a long time,
i.ns‘uff:lcicnt attention to literature. It is necessary to consolidate and

provi.de for a network of youth oblast I pap .(uorker, P t and na-

tional); An all-Russian Komsomol newspaper should be created. It isA nec-
essary to devote special attention to peasant and n;tioml newspapers and
to extend the network o_f youth worker correspondents and youth village

éorrequn@ent;.

Komsomol publishing wprk should be intensified, especially thzough |
strengthening Komsomol editorial staffs with party Marxist editors. An
immediate task before the Komsomol is tl;e necessity to promote the creation
of a literature for the masses of peasant youth. In s::viet,’pnz'ty, and
other publishing houses which publish literature for youth, party control
must be strengthened and strict ideclogical content must be ensured. All
work in this field should be coordinated with the educational activity of -
the Komsomol. In popular literature for youth, special attention must be
devoted to the history of the Russian Communist Party, especially the strug-
gle of Bolshevism agalnst opportunism and intra-party deviations.

Tt is necessary to begin the creation of a 11t9rutura for children
under the careful control and direction of the Aparty, for the purpose of
intensifying features of class, international, and labor educatien in this
literature. It is necessa.ry‘ in particular, to develop the publication of
pioneer literature, drawing party, trade union, and Soviet organizations
to the aid of the Km;cmol in this work.

13. It 19 necessary to strengthen existing pariodical publicationa
for working women and peasant women nnd to give more consideration to dia-
cuasing questions of lnbor and mode » of life > of the broad mssos of uorking.
women and peasant women, in the gemeral organs of the prass. ‘It is neces-
sary to increasé the participation of working women and peasant women Ln.

our press (women worker correspondents, wamen viliage correspondents, women

" grade. union correspondents), attracting primarily, women Leninists [lenin--

inki], women delegates, etc.

"Special attention must be paid to interesting women vorkers and peas="

ant women in work on wall newspapers. Women party workers, pnrtigipiting-_ﬂ.n

a9 -
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the work of the general press, should also be attracted to servicing publi-
cations for vorklg__gwmén and peasant women. In the eastern republics,
it is considered necessary to dedicate the Vgrentest_nttentiun possible to
questions dealing with the emancipation of women and to make arrangements
for the creation of a periodical and a non-periodical press in the national
languages for women workers in the east.
14. A further reduction in the price of print:ad matter must be effected.

In the field of distribution, maximum efforts and money must be concentrated
on getting the books and newspapers out to the broad masses through the
development of a local book trade network, using all the organs of distribu~
tion, (contract agencies [_kontrlgenstva], organs of the Peoples Commissariat
of Post and Telegraph [Narkompochteli] ,‘snd especially cooperatives). It

is necessary to reduce the costs of distribution of the press; to strengthen
party guidance in the correct organization of this measure; to improve the
work of organs of the Narkompochteli in the field of press distribution,
especially in the village; and to support mass voluntary associatlions for
the distribution of litentu.'re.? in every way pos-sible, (Kmaunol, factory=-

' plant, village circles, "Friends of Books and Neuspa_pars," ete.).

i5. "'hs gov s should render special f_nanc:.al assistance to the
- support of the national, peasant, and Red Army press ,_ to special mass 1it-
erature for peasants and to the publication of the works of V. I, Lenin
through the creation of corresponding funds from the general govermment
’ ) budget , and [funds] for the nationsl repuhlics sinﬂu-ly from local budgets.
16. If. is necessary to take immediate measures for the publication
* of peoples editions of the works of V. I. Lenin, printed in ail languages

of the Soviet Union, and widely circulated, devoting special attention to
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the editorial aspect of these publications, their comprehensiv?neas, c}ist,
and diatr’ihxtion' organize the issuance-of a series of collqctiona of

v. I. Lenin's works for party members of the Leni.n Enrollment and for non-
party members. The Congress instructs the Gentrnl Guumittea to accelerate
and put on the necessary level, the publication of a canplete collection
of V. I. Lenin's works in Russian and the publication of selected editions
in all the most important non-Russian languages of the Sovi;t Union.

17. Noting the strengthened aspect of our publishing houses and the

* significant davolopinent of publishing activity, the Congress considers it

necessary to increase work on: 1) the differentiation (delimitation) of
publishing houses according to basic types of printing and types of edi-
tions; 2) the development and consolidation of publishing houses in the

large national and oblast centers; 3) the unification of party, goviet,

trade union and cooperative publishing houses, in centers as well as in
local areas, for the purpose of extending the influence of party committees
on the work of publishing houses, achieving the greatest amount of coordi-
nation in publishing plans and the best po;sibla organization in publication -
and distribution.

-18. It is neoesan.ry to accelerate work on the creation and publica~

_tion of popular, high grade, books and pamphlets for mass consumption, mk:Lng‘

them completely understandable to workers and peasants, and with serviclng
the broad masses as the basic and immediate task of our publishing houses;
it is also necessary to improve and intensii‘y the publication of inexpensive,

d

popular, peasant literature, devoting special attention to the ducatec

peasant reader and to editions which are of practical use and interest to

the village.
Ganpleti:;n of the shift to puﬁlishing new, high grade, textbocks, nnd
teaching and training aids which are po]:iticall'y and methodologically

=9 -
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c_orrcct, is to be the basic task in the field of educational literature.
Special uﬁtention is to be devoted to the creation and distribution of a
Sc;viet t;xtbonk for the peasantry, which is of utmost cultural-political
significance and to the preparation and publication of a series of textbooks
on polféicu.l literacy and the social sciences for city and village schools
of the ﬁuses. Mtﬁct other great Soviet and Party publiahi.;lg houses to
the publication of oduc;tiond literature, on principles of cooperation
with govermment publishing houses of the Union republics, while preserving
;ho principles of government monopoly on its publication. ‘

In order to ald self-education of non-par.ty workers ;s well as commu~
nist workers, stress the publication of suitable collections of books and
the publication of books of the "University in the Home" type.

Increase party leadership in thé critical-bibliographic work of our
i:ublishing houses, periodicals and newspapers, organizing regular, system-
atically conducted sections in them and devoting special attention to ques—
tions of party education and mass publications.

19. The ﬁasié work of the pa'rty in- the-fj.eld of artistic literature
shéuld be oriented t,awa;rd the ér?ative work of worke'rs and peasants, who
are becaming worker and peasant writers in the pro}:eis ‘of the cultural rise
" of the broad masses in the Sovict Union.

Rabkors and sel'kors should be regarded as the reserve from which new
worker and peasant writers will be drawn.

Advancement and material help should be strengthened in every way pos-

ai‘qle for the proletarian and peasant writers who came into our literature,

part from the lathe and the plolu s part from that strata of the intelligent~
sia which, in the days of the October Revolution and in the period of war

communism, entered the ranks of the Russian Communist Party and the Komsomol.

- 092 -

Special attention should be allotted to those writers and poets from
the ranks of the Komsomol, working actively amidst the working youth.

More serious artistic and political work and freedom from narrow clu;-
nishness, with every possible assistance from the pa.rby,' and party literary
critics in particular, is fundemental to the development of worker-peasant
writers.

At the same time, it is necessary to continue the systematic support -
of the more gifted of the so=called "fellow travelers »" who are being edu-
cated by the school and by comradely work with communists. A consistent

party criticism should be established which, while selecting and supporting

talented Soviet writers, would at the same time point out their mistakes,

resulting from their inadequate understanding of the character of the Soviet o

system and would ald them in overcoming bourgeois prejudices.

Considering that no ulngie literary trend, school or group can and
should speak on behalf of the party, the Congress emphasizes the necessity
for regulating literary criticiam and the fullest possible interpretation
by the party of models of artistic literature in the pages of the Soviet
press. i
v The Congress devotes special aﬁ:-ntion to the nacessi‘t_.y for crut.ing‘
a mass artistic literature for workers, peasants, and Red Army men.

20. - The growing significance of the press and the complication of
reader inquiries demands t.hat party organs mgst carefully and accurately
select workers for the mass press from among those comrades who are suffi-

ciently competent and steadfast with respect to the party and good in their

‘business relations with the d It is ry. to continue the

transfer of party journalists to work ki the press.

~93 ~
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In the:"electiﬁns of party comilttees ,. espec@h in industrial centers,
it s necssse;:y to select comrades capable of directing the work of the
most important local organ of the press. It is necessa;'y s.lso to intensify
the systematic treining of new workers cming from the ranks of rabkors

and sel'kors, especially Lhruugh the State Institute of Journalism, which
should be :sbrengthened with ps'rt.y Joum_nlist personnel. Special attention

must be devoted to ;rJ:e training of workers for the national press.

It is also necessary for party organs to undertske(:the ‘careful selec—
tien ot the leed:lng staff especially the editorial staﬂ' for the most im-
portant Iocal publishing houses for-the purpose of strengthonlng and re:Ln;
forci.ng them.

2l. The increased significance of the press as a means of party com-
munication with the masses, demands the creation and si;.rength_enlng of the
organs for guiding the press, the strengthening of party control and lead-
ershlp through press sections and subsections of party cammittees, and on
the,,pe;t of party committees on the whole. Party camittees must come nearer
to & solutien of all the basic duestions involved in guiding the press -and -

. include them in its planned vork The strengtheni.ng of the control and

leadership of newspapers and publishing houses demands especie.'lly, the
strengthening of the press gsections of the oblast comittees, national cen-
*tral committees, and the bureau of the Central Committee:.

22, The necessity for transferring toa system of obls.st and k.my
party periodicals oriented to the middle peasant part.y mﬂnber, with ccnver-
sion of a series of guberniye party periodicals into small party bulletins
must be: recogni ed. Party leadership in the educstionsl field must be

strengthened in- perty periodicals , and, drawing princ_ipnlly upon local

-9 -
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material and experience, questions of econamic and cultnrs.l construction
must_be discussed along with questions of Leninism and intra-party practice
and 1ife. X

23. l’arﬁy organs, through press gections and subsections in the center
and in local areas, should steadfastly continue a policy directed toward
the liquidation of all types of depsrtmental literature so that those re-
sources can be released for the support of the peasant and national press.
The expenditures of the govermment on departmental literature should be

rigidly curtailed.

From — EPSS y Rezolyutaivekh i Reshepdvakh
Part 1, pp 863-87L
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PLENUM TsK REP(b) (October 1924)

The plenum discussed economic questions, on which the following re-

ports were heard: Imediate Econulc Quostiona ‘and The Budgot and Gur-
zﬁn; it discussed questions of work in the vi]_la_ga' on which the report
"of V. M. Molotov Jumediate Tasks of Work in the Village, wao read. A

. reso}ﬁtion Ihe Imediate Tasks of Work in the Village was passed by the

Plemm in its fundamentals and was confirmed in final draft form by the

Politburo.

Pro'c‘aeding from the decisions of the 13th Party Congress on questions
of work i.n 1;)13 village in which basic instructions were given for all the
most important aspects of t.his work (for example: the party and Soviet
apparatus in the village, the improvement of agriculture, tasks of cooper-

iAati’ves and collectiviiation of agriculture, protactiqg the interests of
tl;«; poor and f;hu ‘krestkoma [peasant-?] the organization of farm labor and
the develolment of trade union activity in the vL‘Llage, cultural-educationel
work and attracti.ng the village intelligent:i.u. to it, “work among youth and
peasant women, in the territorial divisions and others), and also consider—
ing further growth of political activity in the village, it is necessary
to recognize the following -dditional instructions as indispensable to
pa.rty organizations, C )

I

Increase the leadership of ‘work in village cells and volost commit-
‘t‘ees, For ti:is purpose, it is nacos‘su-j to devote-special attention to
the mintenancs af the work of cells in ths village. "Cells and volost

cmittaes in tha vi.uage mist ded.lcate the necessary -attention to qnestions

-9 =

on the economic and cultural life of the village and to the work of cor—
responding soviet and econmmic organizations, cooperatives, peasant com-
mittees and the like, along with questions of the political education of
their members and political-oducational work among the peasant masses
(among the farm laborer and poor peasant group). In connection with the
work of the soviets, questions of the volost budget, agricultural ;id,
organization of land exploitation, melioration, livestocklmising, the
local court, schools, reading rooms, the distribution and reading of news~
papers and other everyday questions from village life, in conformity ‘to
local conditions of a glven moment, should occupy first .phca in the ‘u'érkl
of village party cells and party committees (of volost and rayon); at ,th'e ’
same time, however, it is impossible to allow the replacement of the so-
viets (and executive committees), cooperative organs and the 1like with
party organs. Therefore it is necessary:

&) to establish the systematic work of the Cormission for Work in the
Village under the Central Comnittee, oblast committees, guberniya ccmib—
tees, okrug- committoes (and where necessary uyezd committees), if poasible
connecting this work with the general plan;

The .commission should work under the éhaimanship of & secretary
(or member of a bureau) of an oblast committee, guberniya committee, or
okrug committee; »

b) to place a regular village.page etc. in Prayda and also in other
central and local newspapers (where there still isn't one);

¢) to approve the conducting of a campaign in Pravda (nm'i also in

Bednota and mmw for review of the work of perby oreani-
zations in the village;
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&) to approve the creation of a bi~veekly periodical, Yillage Commu-

nisk, for leading party personnel in the village.-

) v

In organizing all our sgitation and propaganda in peasant regions,
and also in conducting basic general political campaigns, local as well
as central organ-s (and also in the press and in public speeches) should
‘strive for the observance of a reilly considerate and attentive attitude
toward the inquiries, ﬁaods and sentiments of the .hrud masses of the
peasantry. -For this purpose it is neceasary:

&) to work out special instructions for local organizations (espe-
cially for the press) on questions which could result in negative politi-
cal results in the village if there were an incorrect approach to mass
peasant sentiment (such;questions as the mutual relations of the working
class and the peasantry, the kulaks etc);

b) to organize general political campaigns (for example, the strug-
gle against crop failure, the raising of the productivity of labor etc.)
not only on behalf of the party, but a.f. the same time to conduct (organize)
them also through correapondﬁg Soviet organs, trade unions, cooperatives
etc.;.

¢) to prepare popular pamphlets and books carefully and publish them
systu.natically in mass editions (up to 1/2-1 million and more coples) in ’
which there will be, not only a regard for the psychalogy of the peasant -
messes, but which wi].i be read even before publication in a number of lo-
calities by peasants and approved by them from the Vsr_tm‘dpoi.nt of clarity
: of language and populé.rit"y of expression; ’

d) to ;zivo all possible aid to educagitm in tixe spirit of the prin;

c¢iples of Marxism and Leninism using peﬂ:mt men and women themselves..

-98 -

- from the new strata of political and practical workers s devoting particu-

‘la.r attention to sel'kors. For this purpose, it is necessary, ambng other .

things, to take those persons under the protection o; Soviet laws and Soviet
organizations whose exposure activities could evoke threats of violence on
th; part of kulak and countsrre‘volutionary elements in the village;

e) to confim cat ically the ity of an especially discreet

4

approach to questions of anti-religious propaganda and unconditionally for-

bid those measures of administfative action (closing of churches, etc.),

which in most cases achieve only negative results.

From — [
Reshontvatns bna by s06-907
910
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ON WALL NEWSPAPERS

N ®) ¢
' A. The Role of Wall Ne'vspaiiars

The 13th Party Congress in its msolution ox; th;a tasks of the press,
meogﬁizedvth;t, wall newspapers are acquiring ever @-uater significance
in our press system as an instrument for influencing the masses and as a
form of revealing its actiyity; factory-plant newspapers already play a
large role in the improvement of production, its‘correct organization, in
the task of construction of the new way of life and in the struggle against

i1literacy and religious prejudices. Work on the wall newspaper in the

enterprises must be ducted with assist of every kind and under the
direction of the party cell and the Komsamol, with the cooperation of or—
ganizations of women workers. The party committee should strengthen its

leadership of the work on wall newspapers.

) B. Leadership of Wall Nw‘apaper.s ‘_

. A't present, direct leadership of the editorial boards of wall
neuspapers aa a general .rule, is concentrated in the party cells. In ad-
' dition to representat!.ves of ‘party cells, the ata.ff of the editorial board
is made up ot‘ rapreuntatives from the cells of tha RLKSM [The Russian

:Lenj.n Communist Youth Un:l.cn] and the factory cmnittos.

Pressrving this order of leadership, it is nxpedient to call exten-
g‘;ive q_e‘etings of the editorial board with the participatipn of rabkors »
S:hoé o?gaﬁizati,ons and rapresaﬁtqt.ives from the most Amportant organiza-
tions from enterprises —— the Culture Comiﬁea,: the C;:mittee for

' I.abor Safety, the Committee for Work mofxg Wcmefx, the Committee for
P’roductiyity of Labor. Such meetings will give ’t:he e&itoﬂal board

an opportunity to better orient themselves in the different fields of ac-
t_;xit; of the enterprise snd to check quickly the facts reported in cor- .
reapondence.

Editorial boards should render pe;-lodic accounts of their work before
open meefinga of cells and gex;ernl meetings of the workers. .

2. General leadership of wall newspapers shoﬁld be concentrated in
press sectjiona and subsections. The latter should choose an individual
comrade for this work, who xlnust directly lead both the editorial boards
and the party cells on-questions of wall newspapers.

Periodic meetings must be allod with representatives of culture sec~
tions of trade unions and local newspapers so that general questions of
leadership of wall ne;ispnpers may be solved; meetings of editorial boards
of wall newspapers must also be called for exchange of experience, instruc~
tion, etc. s

Arranging exhihitiéns, Judgements, and critical reviews of wall news—
papers in local newspapers have special significance for wall newspapers.

The ua].'l. newspaper should be only a wall newspaper and should not

' be diutributed as a periodical publication.

C. The Contents of Wall Newspapers

1. In wvall papers it is ry to insert articles on themes

closely connected with the status }:r the enterprise, its activity and

organization; for example, articles explaining a newly concluded collec-
tive agreement, the productign task recei.ved,-th«; totals for industrial
activity for a definita. period, technical achievemant§ , eté,
The articles u-houi‘, be short and cmprehensible‘ to the mass reader. '
The wall newspapar should not cont.ent itself merely with the Anser-

tion of noticss of exposures or noticas on defecta H aimlta.neoualy with

the rcvelation of defects, there must also be a disc].oimre of the causes‘;‘
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for the defects, suggestions -about the methods for eliminating such de-
fécts_'—fh? general, a.revelation of everything new and better. ’

"2, ééneml campaigns should be discussed :Ln :the wall newspaper in
. the 15.ght of the int;arests Vand tasks of a given enterprise. The discussion
of ;revolutiomry‘ anniversaries should if pcssiblé, *be'tied in with the
-1ife of the enterprisa, and in all cases it is necessary to avoid general
political reviews and articles. In anniversary issues of wall newspapers,
space simnld be allocated to current material in addition to anniversary
ma\é;rinl. ’

D. The Wall Newspaper in the Village

1. The wall newspaper in the village is often our entire political

g ;,\eduégtiénal \;ork in the village and should be connected with the reading

2. Party and Komsomol cells should take upon themselves the leader—
ahip of wall newspapers in the village and also choose theeditorial board
.of the newspeper. The most progressive village 'c_orraspondents can be drawn
iqtg. tﬁe editoria;l. board and also the teacher or agronomist and the super-

- vigor of the reading room, .
. 3. The sditoriai board of the wall newspaper gives an account of its
. work to the cell bu.reau and works according to its directives [direktiva].
. WI.. City cultuz'al sponsors of village' cells should assist village
ce]_l in every way possible in setting up wall newspapers.
5. The editorial board of the wall newspaper should strive to attract
! moi;e COqtl‘rimitfqrs to participation in the newspaper from among the local
' peasants, l;specially from youth and demobilized iicd Army men.
. ’ 6. It is especially necessary to devote attention to attracting peas-

ant women into work on wall newspapers.

50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6

7. According to the resolution of the 13th Party Congress cbncernr

ing the press, the following should be the basic tent of wall pap
questions on the improvement of pc;sﬁ.nt agriculture, cooperative, raising
the cultural level of the village 1n connection with local peculiarities,
the protection of the small peasant holders against kulaks and other local
shortcomings. The wall newspaper must be tied in closeiy with the agro-
punkt and the school.

8. It is necessary to recognize the insertion o'f political informa-

tion ("The Latest News") as obligatory for a wall newspapers.

From - Spravochnik Partivnogo Rabotnika -
Issue [No] 5, pp 344~345
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ON THE PEASANT PERIODICAL PRESS -
Decree of the Orgburo TsK RKP (b) (February 1925)
1. The 13th Congress indicated the necessity for the following, in
the capacity of a basic directive: a) increase circulation to 2,000,000
(1 newspaper for every 10 households); b) extend t.hq network of guberniya
.peasant newspapers. .
To date, these directives must be considered oy; the whole, as ful~-
filled. -,
" With regard to the content of ;hhe peasant press, not only should the
improvement of newspaper tecﬁniqua be ment}onod, but also- that the level

is more defined for the peasant-reader than beio;re 1924. These ;chiqve-

ments are particularly noticeable in gut iya ;peasant jpapers.

At the same time however, an insufficiently informed and incorrect
approach to the discussion of general questions of domestic and forelgn
po-J_,icy, is‘typical of guverniya and, especially, uyezd peasant newspapers;
the_ reason for this '13 often thevunsatisifactory selt;ction of oditors:

2. The national peasant press also regiétaré érpwth for the year,
meinly ;nnong the more developed nationalities (the U"h'ai.ne s the Tatar
Republic); however the quality of national peasant newspapers, especially
uyezd ones, is cgnsideruﬁy loqer than Russian neu;spapers. The _relati've
sa:turation of the national peasantry by newspapers still remains very

low.

3. The growth of the Komsomol peasant press has been noted and this

places the task of developing a regular network for it next.
4. There has been increased attention to the ~Ren.i Army newspaper and

in view of the development of the terrii_.‘.oria]: formation [terformirovaniye],

the tasks of the haye in d significantly.

—iOL—

5. Worthy of note, along with aforementioned achievements, is the
improvement of the material position _of the peasant press, accomplished
mainly through the growth and strengthening of the guberniya workers news-
papers, which are publishing peasant newspapers and covering the deficit
of the latter, and also accomplished through the improvamen{‘, of distribu-
tion methods ( kol'tsevaya pochta [literally, circular mail], forwarding
of newspapers throughout sel'kor organizations, circles, "Friends of News—
papers," etc.).

6. Ascertaining the aforementioned achievements in the development
of the peasant press, the Central Committee considers it particularly
necessary to note the importance of serious defects in the contents of
peasant newspapers.

In connection with this, the Central Committee considers it expedient
to propose the improvement of the contents of peasant newspapers as an im-
mediate task, having set the task of reaching the level of the central
"Peasant Newspaper,"

At the same time, the Central Comittee, warning against hasty exten-

sion of the metwork of guk iya weekly s and pointing out the

necessity for gradual curtailment of the uyezd newspaper network, recog-
nizes the expediency of increasing the circulat:loﬁ of the peasant press,
striving toward increasingly extensive newspaper service in the village.

In order to accomplish these tasks, a seri;as of measures must be m- -
filled including the following problems: ) A

a) the econamic status of the peasant press;

b) the est;a.bliehment of a regular peasant press network (general

peasant press, Komsomol, Red Army, and national);
c) the content of the peasant newspaper;
a) wall newspapers;

e) personnel in the pe.asant. press.
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7. It is necessary to carry out the following measures concerning
_the economic status of the peasant press:

a) reduce the price of newspapers; the subscéription price of a weekly
issue should not exceed 10-12 kopecks, Uith an issue 2 or 3 times
a week == 20-30 kopecks; :

b) establish a preferential rate for the ma!.‘l.ix;g of the subscription
fee (and for payment by the editors of franked [besmarkovyye]
letters); o

¢) continue the organization of kol'tsevaya pochta, spreading it
through all the territory of the USSR;

d) on the legislative level, establish criminal responsibility for

delay or stealing of rs in the org 8 of the NEPS [Peoples

Commissariat of Transportation], of the volost executive comit-

tees and village soviets.

8. The network of p t papers, in accordance with the decree_

[postanovleniye] of the Orgburo dated 1 December, should be organized
according to the following plan: -
a) in industrial centers and éube_rqiyas —a péibant weekly news—
paper; ' ’ - i
b) in purely peasant guberniyas, transform the leading local news-

papers into peasant newspapers;

¢) transform mixed [ nyye.] uyezd spapers into p t week-
lies;.

d) strive for further gradual extension of t)_le. network of guberniya
peasant newspapers; review the network of'uyezd newspapers, taking

into account divisicn into rayons and the necessity for an ckrug

peasant newspaper in future ‘policy.
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9. The network of peasant Komsomol press should include:

a) ‘'a central bi-gonthly Journal of Peasant Youith nnﬁ, if possible,
the same journals in local national languages; v

b) ‘oblast weekly Komsomol newspapers;

c) 4in the future, an all-union newspaper orientated toward the ac-
tivist. '

Isolation from village conditions and lack of party spirit must be

eliminated from K 1- peasant spapers and the entire content of the.
newspaper must be organized in strict compliance with the current tasks
of the Soviet -Union and the party in the village. °

10. Noting the prnceés characteristic of the current year for the con-

version of the national newspapers to the peasant type, continue the con-

-version of the majority of national jpapers to the p t type.

Strengthen the peasant trend in the mixed newspapers.
In the near future, set the tasks for organizing a network of guber-

niya, peasant, and national newspapers and 'continue work on the' improvement

" of the content and language of national» newspapers.

11. Fulfﬂling it's'm;in tasks — the education of the Red Army (edu-
cation in battle traditionms, introduction of the fundamentals of c_liacépliilie
etc.), the Red Army press should assign its most important sp&po‘_to “ais-

cussion of the question of the mutual relations of the ilox-k_i'ng ‘class.’a_nd

the peasantry. .

There should be netant ication bet

the orgapizations of |
the military and civil ‘press for reciprocal information and 'coordina.tion‘
in the- conduction of campaigns in the press. .

It is neceéséry to push the peasa.‘n:t press foruan;l :Lp'to the villug‘g“r

to the territorial troop.man and to the youth of pre-military age. o
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12. In order that the periodical press may better servias the broad
mass of peasant women, it is necessary to strengthexi the women's sections
in existing periodical publicatione’s,ud to reinforce ‘the leadership of them
by press sections. It is necessary that periodic:;ls for peasant women be
in close contact with peasant newspapers. The interpretation of questions
on the labor and the way of life of peasant wamen should be made permanent
subject matter for peasant newspapers; space should be systematically al-
lotted to them either in the general éections of the newspapers, or in
separate 'pages," "corners," supplementary sheets, and leaflets intended
for the uneducated peasant women. The Press Bureau of the Central Commit—
tee must furnish material for peasant newspapers, in its bulletins, on
labor and the way of life of peasant women, and in the periodical Krasnava
Peochat', it must furnish articles of a guidance nature on the organization
of these questions.

13. In orienting toward the agricultural side (questions of agronomy
and cooperation), the peasant newspaper should AWOte special attention
to: ’

a) discussion of workér 1life, work in raising the productivity of
labor etc.; . ‘

b) making the Red Army and its organizstibn,ve_il—known, aiming at
the level of the territorial army man and the youth of pre-
military age; o

c) ini-:eljpretation of questions on policy 'towa;'d the regeneration of
the work of the soviots. (explanation of the new "gituation"
[polozhéniye] concerning VIKI [volost executive committees] and

) _.village soviets etc.) ’

14, (Guidance and leadership of wall newspapéx:s in the uyezd is the

,'reéponhiBﬂity of editors of uyezd newspapers; where there are no newspapers,

it is the responsibility of the agitprop [section] of the uyezd ctmnitéee.
11 correspondents writing regularly for the wall newspaper and all those
actively interested in wall newspapers should be brought together in cir-
cles. ’

15. Along with other measures (the selection, transfer, and advance-

ment of worker correspondents etc.) for the qualitative improvement of the

editorial staff of p \4 papers, it is ry to create six-month
courses at the GIZh [State Institute of Journalism] for editors of guber-
niya and uyezd newspapers; in these courses, special attention should be

devoted to training workers of the national press.

Spravochnik Partiynogo Rabotnika,

Issue [No] 5, pp 346-348
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‘ON THE PGLICY OF THE PARTY IN THE FIELD OF ARTISTIC LITERATURE
. [i. e.” BELLES LETTRES]

1. The mex;avement :Ln the material ve_u‘ara of the masses in recent

“f.imes along with the revolution of thought produced %y ‘the Revolution,
by t):{e intensification of mass activity, and by the gigantic widening of

. hor;zoné etc., is caus':l.né a tremendous increase of cultural inquiries and »
nesas. Thus we have .entered the field of cultural ‘revolution, which is
the preroquisite for further progress toward a comunist soclety.

2. ‘Part of this mass cultural growth is the growth of the new lit-
érature — proletarian and peasant primarily, beginning with forms which
are en’\bryonic} but at the same time umprecedently broad in scope, (rabkors,
sel'kors, wall newspapers, and others) and culminating in an ideologically
matured literary-artistic production.

3., On the other hand, the complexity of the economic process, the
simltu.neoua growth of contradictory and even directly conflicting econamic
forms, the _process of the birth and strengthening of a new bouagsolsie pro-
voked by' this developnent ; the i.nevitnble, althwgh not immediately rec-

) “.ognized gravitation to it by a pu'b of the old and tho new intelligentsia;
the genoration from the depths of suciety of new. ideolog:lcal agents of this
bourgeoisie - all this must inevitably be raflected on the literary sur—
face of public life. .

be JustAthe class strugglo does not stop uith us, so it does not stop

on the literary front.

’ mm Ina class soclety, ‘art is not and

" cannot be neutral, although the class nature of art generally and of 1it-

ara‘tura in part.ioular, is expressed in forms infinitély more varied than,

for enmplc, in politics.
5, - It would be absolu’c-ly Mcorrep,t however, to lose sight of the

bnsic fact of our puhlic 1ife, namely the fact of the conquest of power

Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6

If the proletarian party kindled the class struggle before the
seizure of power and pursued & policy directed toward the outburst of
thé entire society, then the following questions face the proletarian
party during the period of proletarian dictatorship: how to live with
the peasantry and slowly transform it; how to allow a certain collaboration
with the bourgeoisie and slowly supplant it; how to place technicall aﬁd
every other type of intelligentsia at the disposal of the revolution and
ideologically win it over from the bourgeosie.

Consequently, although the class struggle does not stop, it changes
its form, for the proletariat, prior to the seizure of power, strives for
the destruction of a given society, and during the period of its dictator-
ship, puts "peaceful organizational work" in the forefron?:,.

6. The proletariat must, while preserving, strengthening and ever
widening its leadership, occupy a corresponding position in a great many
new sectors of the ideological front. The process by which dialectical
materialism penetrates completely new fields (biology, psyc_:hology, and

natural sciences in general) has already begun. The conquest of poo;tﬁions

in the field of artistic literature must become a fact in exactly the samé

way sooner or later. :

7. It must be remembered, however, that this task is 1nfin1te1y more
complicated than other tasks being solved by the proletariat, for already,
within the limits of capitalist society, the working class vas able to
prepare itself for & victorious- revolution, organize cadres of fighters

and %eaders and develop a splendid ideological weapon of political' struggie. .

Eut/ could not work out scientific or technological problems, and 1ikew3.se,

it, the culturally depressed class,- could not develop its ovn artistic

literature, its own special artistic forms, or its own style. If the
proletariat already has in its hands an infallible criterion for the social-.
political content of any literary work, then it still does not have such -

definite answers to all questdons concerning artistic form.
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8. The policy of the leading party of the proletariat in the field
of .nrtistic literature should be determined by the above mentioned. Here,
primarily the following questions are relevant: -correlation between pro-
letarian writers, peasant writers, the so called "fellow travelers" and
others; the policy of the party with respect to proletarian writers them-
selves; questions of criticism; the style and forz;x ofr artistic works and
methods for the development of new artistic forms; and finally, questions '
of an organizational character. ’ oo
9. Correlation between different groups of writers according to their
social~class or social-group content is determined by our general policy.
However here it is necessary to keep in mind that leadership in the field
of literature belongs to the working class on the whole with all its mate~
rial and ideological resources. There ian'.t yet a hegemony of proletarian
writ-ers , and the party should help these writers to win for themselves the
historic’ —iigxt to this hegemony. Peasant writers should meet with a friendly
reception and enjoy our unconditional support. The task consists in trans~
fqrriné their gro-uing cadres onto thg rgﬂs of proletarian ideology, by_no
neﬂ.‘ns: however, eliminating peasant literary-artistic patterns fram their °
creative work, for ti:ese are also a necessary proreq\}isite for influencing
' the peasantry. -
. 10. With regard to the "fellow travelers" it is-necessary to keep in
mmd: (1) the differences among them; 2) the importance of many of them
i as- qualified "specialists" of literary technique; 3) the‘elclstsnce of wa=

verings among this group of writers, The general guide here should be that

of a tactful and careful attitude toward them; that is, the type of approach

which would enéure all the conditions for their swiftest possible transi-
tion to communist ideology. The party must eliminate mti-prbletafim and
‘anti~revolutionary elements (now extremely iuaigniﬁcant), and. cnmbct the

:ldeolog of the new bourgeoisie being formed among parb of tbe "zfsllov

= 112 -

travelers" of the Smena Vekh doctrine [from a series of articles entitled
"Smena Vekh" which appesred in Prague in 1921 among the Russian emigres ad-
vocating that the New Economic Policy be used as a means of reé‘boring capl-
talism in Russial; at the same time the perty must take a patient attitude
toward intermediate ideological forms, patiently helping overcome these in-
evitabl.y numerous forms in the process of an ever ‘closer comradely co].'l.n‘bor;.-
tion with the cultural forces of communism.

1l. With regard to proletarian writers,.the party, while aiding their
growth in every possible way and supporting them and their organizations by
all means, must with all its yresources s prevent the development of communist
conceit [komchanstvo] as the most destructive phenomenon among them. The
party, Just because it sees in them the future ideological ledders of Soviet
literature true to the idea of communism, must in every possiﬁle way fight

against a thoughtless and negligent attitude toward the old cultural inheri-

tence, and likewise toward specialists of the artistic word. Equally deserving "

condemnation is underestimating the great importance of the struggle forl the,

ideological hegemony of proletarien writers. Against capititlation on the one

—

hand, and against communist conceit on the other - such should be. the slégans .

. of the party. The party should fight against attempts at a pu:rely hothe

"proletarian" literature. Proletarian literature should encompass' the broad
scope of events. in all their complexities, and not closev itself* up withip:thea
confines of a single factory; it should be a litera’c\mé not of the fact,;n'y,
but of a great fighting class, leading behind it millions of peasants - suc!

should be the frame of content of proletazriau literature.

12. On the whole the tasks of criticism, 2 ich is_one "of the ‘m‘ain educa

tional instruments in the hands of tﬁe pa.rty; a:
mentioned.

deviating even a jot from proletarian - ideology, brinéiné' to 1light the
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obJective clasa ‘thought in different literary works s comunist eriticism
should ruthlessly fight against connterrevolutionary manifestations in 1lit-
erature, reveal "Smena Vekh" liberalism etc. and at the same time observe
. the greatest tact, vigi_‘]ancé, and patience in regard to that iiters;ry group
whi;:hmn and will go with thé proletariat. Communist eriticism should pro-
hibit the use of the tone of literary commsnd. Only when it is based on its
-ideological superiority, will this criticism have deep educational signifi-
cance; Marxist criticism should decisively drive oui:'. from its midst all
types of pretentious, semiliterate, and self-complacent commnist conceit.
Marxist eriticism should follow the slogan - Study! - and should reject all
worthless writing and improvisation in ibs own ranks.
i3. Recognizing unmistskeably the soclal-cl&sa content of literary
currents, the party on the whole ¢an in no way connect itself with any move-
mént in the field of literary form. The party, directing literature on the
whole, can li:ttle afford to give support to. a;zy one fraction of 1iter;ture
(classifying these fractions according to difference of views on form and
style), Just as it can little decide questions concerning the form of the h
family by means of resolutlons, although undoubtedly 117 does and should di-
rect the building of 'hhe new way of life in general. All this suggests that
" a style corresponding ’jbq th_e period will be created, but it will be created
by other methods, and the solution of this question has not yet been outlined.
Al].;a‘t;temp‘ts in this movement to connect the party to a given phase in the
'culturgl development of the co@ﬁry should be rejectéd.
14. Therefore the party should dei:la.re itself for the free compe;tiﬁiqn

. Gf.differept groups and trends in.a given field. Any other decision of the

.question would"be a, formal bureaucrétie pseudo-decision. In exactly the

a!q.iﬁe way, a legéilii-ed imnopoly on the literary-publishing activity of any

1k -
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group or literary organization by decrée [dekret] or party resolution
[;postanovleniye] is Ainadmissible._ Supporting materially and morally a pro-
letarian and proletarian-peasant literature, aiding "fellow travelers" ete.,
the party can not allow a monopoly of any of the groups, even of the most
proletarian in its ideological content; this would signify ruining prole-
tarian literature to begin with.

15. The party should by all means eradicate attempts at amatewr and
incompetent administrative interference in literary affairs; the party should
attend to the careful selection of people in those institutions which carry
out press activities, in order to ensure really correct, useful, and tactfuI
leadership of our literaj:ure.

16. The party should point out to all workers in artistic literature
the necessity for a correct delimitationif functions between critics and
writér-erti'sts. The center of gravity of the latter's work must be shifted
to literary production in the 'hru‘e sense of the word, using the vast meterial
of the present for this purpose. It is necessary to devote increased atten-
tion to the development of a ma.tion.al literature in the numerous republics
and oblasts of our Union. .

The party should emphasize the. need for creating an artistic literature

meant for the actual mass reader - DPeesant and worker; it is necessaiy to

break more boldly and more decisively with ariStocratic prejudices in lit-

erature and, employing all the technical achievements of the old workmanship,
develop a suitable form which would be underatood by millions.

Soviet literature and its future proletarisn advance guard will be able

to fulfill their cultural-historical mission only then when they solve this

great problem.

Spravochnik Partim‘ 0go Rabotnika

Issue [No} 5, pp 349-352

Co1s -
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REGULATIONS [polozheniyé] ON THE TELEGRAPH AGENCY OF THE USSR (TAss) organizes departments [otdeleniya] and correspondent points

: Gentral Executive comittee];:aﬁc'omsauforeegaphsr_v:coximﬂmas] ' .
- coﬁfimgd[ begtge Presidium of the TsIXK"USSR and the SNKUSSR _(July 1925 abroad, which act on the basis of special instructions which
-1. The Telegraph Agency of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics are given them by TASS:

'is the’ central information or.;gan 'of the Soviet Union. ' Note: By way of exception, telegraph agencies of the union

republics can send their own correspondents abroad in' - -

2., TASS is responsible for the dissemination, +hroughout the USSR

order to get additional specific information 11’.\.te‘resting‘

and abroad, of political, economic, commercial and” other information .
N to the corresponding republics. A list of cities and

of general interest, concerning both the USSR and foreign governments. -
. . candidacies for correspondent is being set up in agree-

3. In order to fulfill its assigned tasks: ment with the telegraph agencies of the union republics

a. TASS enjoys ‘the exclﬁsive right to gather and disseminate and TASS and is being confirmed by the Peoples Commis-

information outside USSR 1limits, as well as the right %o sariat for Foreign Affairs;

disseminate foreign and A11-Union information within the TASS enjoys the exclusive right to enter into contractual re-

USSR; it directs the work of the republic telegraphic relations with telegraph agencies of other countries;

'agencies in dissemin-atiug ,fpreién and All-Union information {t fixes and receives funds for its own information reports

within the limits of the coirespbnding republics. and publications, not excepting payment for the use of infor-

Note: 1. Correspondents of foreign fagencies and newspapers, mation disseminated by radio;

who were admitted in the established manner to work Note: Press bulletins and other publications of the’Agency

can be issued for public sale within the Soviet Union,

A

in the territory of the USSR, aré to enjoy the right

) o‘f gathering infofmation within the borders of the as v;ll as abroad. -

USSR and transmitting it-atiroad_. T{\SS appoints its own authorized agents for gathering sub-

The téle'grbph agencies of the gnion republies{ gather scriptions and disseminating published material of TASS both .

and disseminate infox;mtion exciusivaly in the terri- . abroad and within tpe USSR, in locali%ies where thers are no

tories of their own republics and give TASS informa- telegraj)h agenciés of the union republics; and it concludes

tion of the republics for dissemination to the USSR suitable contracts with the latber;

"proper and abroad. g. it enjoys all the rights of a Juridical person.

in accordance with its mission, TASS receives all types of in- .
. . TASS is attached to the Council of the Peoples Commissars of the

formation from the telegraph agencies of the union republics:

political, financial, economic, °°’“,mer‘fi"1' end ell other infor- persons appointed by decree of the Councii of Peoples-Comissars
the USSR: chairman of the Council, tni;“}é’seﬁéﬁé’fé‘ﬂyqf%@%’&‘?,;{gfﬁn}s

mation Gf general or specific interest;
’ ’ and seven members.
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Difectoré br téleg;rayh a.gencies in the union republics are ap-
point.ed by the Councils of the:Peoples Commissars in the corre-

sponding republica upon recomendation from TASS.

The following are also under the authority-of the Council of TASS:

. a. establishment of a general plan and ordexr of work on the basis

of present situation; -
e:;mination and resolutr;on of questions Vo'n opening TASS depart-
ments abroad, confirmation of the heads of these departments,
and also confirmation of TASS overseas correspondents, and

‘ agreement on the candidacies of correspondents for telegraph

agencies of the union republics in the order of the note to

point [P.] "c", Page [ST.] 3 of the present statute [polozheniyel.

examination of the annual estimates of profits and expenditures
of TASS; -
aubmitt_:ing recommendations to the Council of Peoples Commissars
of the USSR on all debatable questioné, between the agencies of
the union repubiics and TASS. »
The responsible director is re;spoqsibie for the direct leadership
of all activities of TASS and all executive fu:nctions.
TASS is organized on principles of Khozraéche;‘,[cost accounting].
TASS is to submit its yearly financial account in the established
order: .
Financial relations between TASS and the républic agencies are
regulated by special agreements between them.(
TASS and the telegraph agencies of the union republics enjoy the
righ‘h of using preferential tariffs for all its means of inter-

. comunica‘bion mn all territories of the USSR.

50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6

Note: Preferential tariffs are established by special agree-

ment of the iﬁterested"departmen‘bs [vedomstva] wil.th TASS

and confirmed by the Council of Peoples Comxﬁia,sars USSR. .

13. Telegrams sent by TASS and telegraph agencies of the union republics
have priority over private telegrams, but not bver government onés;'

. Hawever , all teleg'ams of TASS‘ and the telegraph agencies of the’ \mion
republics , which transmit word for word, decrees [dehety] and gcv-
ernment regulations [rasporyazheniya], as well as "finarcial quo'ca-
tions [birzhevyye] are sent with the same priority as government tel-

egrams.

1k, TASS enjoys all copyrights on informatioq'it distributes by any memlxs
of communication, in accordance with existing statutes concerning

copyrights in the USSR and the union republics.
15. The Central Administration of TASS is located in Moscow.

From -- "

Rasporyazheniya Raboche -
Krestyanskogo Pravitelistvo
Soyuza Sovetskikh Sotsialisti-
cheskikh Respublik,”

[Collection of Laws and Regulations of the Worker -Peasant Government
of the USSR] 1925; pp 646-648
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THE 15TH CONGRESS OF THE VKP(Db).

From the Resolution on the Report of the Central Cr_)mpittee

Calling all party, economic, trade-union':a.nd soviet orgenizations to
‘undertake with all their energy the solution of thie most mportant task --
socialist ra.tionalization -~ the 15th Congress of the W(P(‘b) considers that
-only ‘on the basis of such rationalization is it posei‘ble +to accomplish the
- industrialization of the country (including the industrialization of agricul-
ture), the reduction of unemployment, the elimination of the bureaucratic mis-
vinterpreta.tions of the proletarian government, the increasing satisfaction
of the needs of the worker-peasant masses, their further cultural growth, and
'l;he mastery of the main difficulties of socie]_.ist construction.

In spite of the leading and ever -growing role of Vthe socialist sector
of the economy, the increase of theproductive forces of the economy of the
USSR is inevitably accompenied to some extent by an increase of class con-
tradictions. The rural and urban private capitalistic elements, joining up
with some bureaucratic elements of the Soviet and the economic apparatus, are
try’iﬁg %o increase their resistance to the advances of the working class and
+o exercise an influence, ‘hestile to the proletarian @ictetorehip , on certain
ei.ements among white-collar workers [sluzhashchiye] and intelligentsia and
backward elements among craftsmen, peasants and workers. ‘This influence is
manifest also in the cultural-political and i:deologice.l field (the Smena Vekh
doctrine, the slogan of the kulsk "Peasant Union," cheuvinism, antisemitism,
the teachings of bourgeois democratic "freedoms" and, connected with it, t;:xe
two-party slogan of the petty bourgeois opposition, etc.). The working class,
headed 'by the VKP(b), has opposed this dangerous influence and gv:owing activity

of capitalist elements by strengthening the regime of proletarian dictators};].y,

by a still greater rise of the eetivit"y, independence, and culture of
the proletarian masses (reinvigoretion of the soviets, development of
trade union democracy and a cooperative community, etrenghhening of the

ideological influence of the proletariat in rural areas, cultural-educa-

tional work among the masses, etc.) ,wmw

%, and also by strengthening the
ideo]v.ogical influence of the proletariat on broad strata of Soviet in-
teliigentsia. Noting tl‘1e n;any unquestionable successes in this field
of the struggle, the Congress considers it necessary henceforth to mo-
'bilize the proletarian masses in every way and especially to ‘inte-neify
the struggle on the ideological and cultural front. . o

Attesting to the qualitative and quantitive growth of our part;'
since the 1hth Congress, wholly approving the policy of the Central Com-
mittee for regulating the social composition of the party, and noting the
success of the "October Summons" of workers into the party in connection
with the tenth Anniversary of the Soviet regime » the 15th Cong‘ess of
VKP(b) declares that the directing role of the VKP(b), as the basic in-
strument of the dictatorsﬂip, can-be preserved &nd strengthened only on '* »

the basis -of Leninist sc;lidarity and proletarian discipline of-the ranks

_of the party, accompanied by the constant reising of the ideolbgice.l:'

theoretical and ciltural level of its members, the consistert execubion

of in'bra-ipar\.'ty democracy and the systematic improvement' of'the .eccial'

structure of:the party through the uonstan‘t recrultment into the perty

of workers from production.

In view of the complexity of the tasks facing the party, and 1n

‘order to :mcreese the activity of the whole mass of party members, 'bhe

Congz‘ess z:onsmers necessery the devel nt of intre-part
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ptacti:cal criticiém of defects in the Soviet apparatus as well as in the
party itself, the iutensificé’bibén of. the struggle wit»h careerism, etc.

Simultaneously with this, the éongress directs the attention of the party

1;0 the need for intensifying work in the Komsomol,:among working youth

geixerally and among women.

From -- KPSS v Rezolyutsiyakh i

Resheniyakh, Part 2, pp 319-320, 325

ON MEASURES FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE PRESS FOR YOUTH AND CHILDREN

Decree of the TsK VKP (b) (July 1928)

"1. The qualitative and quantative growth of the Komsomol and children's
piress has been accompanied by an increase in their specific influence in
the work of Komsomol and Pioneer orgenizations, as well as in school life.
The periodic Komsomol and children's press, growing quantitatively, is
gradually embracing a broader and broader strata of worker and peasant
youth. There have been a number of echievements in youth and children's
booké: certain reductions in price, improvement in the appearance of books,
the increase of the specific influence of state publishing houses on the
children's book market.

2. At the same time, the Central Committee has ascertained major
shortcomings in the general state of the press for youth and children:

a. +the press (both periodical and non-periodical) is carrying out the
task of party education inadequately, reacting weskly to unhealthy develop-
ments among worker and peasent youth, and at times, ge‘lfting off onto po-
litically undignified sensations; Vthe new groups of young workers that
have recently arrived in industry are hardly served at all by the press;

b. the press has made very uusatisfacf.or}l progress in rural areas.
Newspaper circulation in the country is extremely small. i3ooks for coun-
try youth are decreasing in number;

c. e.rtisti.c literature for youth is still expensive and low_ in q:ualif;y
(it oftenA contains elements of unhealthy aﬁventure and inept interpret:_atibn

of social subjects);

d. only the first steps have been taken in the creation of a children's --

literature vhich meets the needs of communist education. The most qe‘gétii})e ’

aspects ofchildren's books are still: én"w\msatisfactbry ex‘po.sition,"'br

outright avoidance of social themes; the ﬁigh priée:bf books; an or_ién'tatioh

T l1e3 -
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‘toward the children of the weslthier strata of the population; uninterest-
ing presentation and a lack of interesting, li.vel_y plots; a misuse of
tendentious propaganda stories [agitka]. The private owner is still in a
strong position in the childrenh's book market.

3+ The basic task of the press for youth and children should be the
communist .education of the worker and peasant youth, -instilling in them the
fighting traditions of the Bolshevist party and attracting young people
‘through the youth movement éxgd other forms of the o'i-ganizational work of
the press, into direct participation in the buil&ing of socialism; incul-
cating in them a proletarian class implacability in the struggle against
obstacles ,to progress in the way of life and economic-cultural development.
All this must be combined, without fail, with an elevation in the cultural
level of the worker and peasant youth and, in particular, with all possible
assistance to the development of their technical and specialized knowledge.

4. In view of the above » the Central Committee considers the following
t0 be necessary:

a. the creation of popular books must be ensured-vhich would promote
‘the party educb.ti}m of youth and also popular publicat:_!.ons on the basic ques-
tions of Marxist theory, as well as artistic literature, which would meet
the social and dally-life inguiries of youth. Along with this » & popular
sclentific and technical litersture is needed which wo\;ld give youth a knowilk-
edge of the basic‘ problems of natural science and technology;
) b. special attention must be devoted to the publishing of popular lit-
- eratu.re g acccmodatlng the :|.nquiries of the broad mass of peasant and farm-
labor [batratskaya] youth and promoting their communlst education;

c. noting the improvement in I(Omsmol'ska& Pravda, which on the
whole is satisfactorily fulfilling its role as guxding organ of the Komsomol,
the Central Committee points out the need hereafter ’ to intensify the work

f newspapers in raising the level “of theoretlcal knc_wle‘dge of Komsomol

- 12k -

members, to elucidate the problems in the party's practical guidance‘of the
Komsomol and the Pioneer movement, to explain more fully the wm;k of the
party and the Komsomol in the village and in the national republics, and
at the same tlme » to set forth more extensively the positive featurgs of
the building of socialism;

d. ‘the need for improving the financial basis of the youth‘press must
be acknowledged, by increasing the subsidies +to the Komsomol nevspapers
in accordance with the press budget and by .taking measures to satisfy more
fully the needs of the youth press from local budgets;

e. in recognition' of the special i;nportance of publishing youth lit-
erature in the national languages, propose to all national publishing
houses that they give sufficient place to youth and children's literature
in their publishing plans. Together with this, it is necessary to begin
extending the network of Komsomol periodic orgens of the press in the
national languages;

f. extend and improve the publication of artistic literature for
children, as well as books on natural» sif:ience , technics, etc. with special .
attention to books ,yhich would aid in educating children in the spirit'of
collectivism a:gte tionalism, as well as to social and poli‘tif:e.l books for
the Pioneers .‘ i

Children's books, as a rile, should actually be directed toward tﬁe
needs of the children of workers and peasan’bs H

g. ‘the Narkomprosy of the republics and the Central Comm.ittee of the
VLKSM must take pos_it:we measures to reduce prices of you'bh and children's
literature especially of popular books, and to sée that_this 'literature
actually reaches a broad strate of the vorkers and the -poor and middle class ’

peasant youth in the village. .
' From -- Izvestiya TsK fVKP (b)
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THs 16th CONFER&NCs OF THs VKP(b) (April 1929)

feBas -

10, During the period when the ranks of the party are checked, an
especially importan_t task falls on the party press. It is necessary to
make .certain that, from the very beginning, & consistent interpretation
of v_the tasks of purging, in principle, is ensured. This is to bé done
so that a certain political level in the discussion of the problems of
purging will be maintained, and so that everything valuable and positive
in the check-up of organizations will be adequately noted in the press,
side by side with an elucidation of merciless eliminations of everything
worthless [negodnoye] from party ranks. While castigating worthless
elements, the press should not in any case terrorize and persecute com~
rades who commit errors accidentally, by virtue of their inexperience.
Local central commissions must guide in the press the exposition of every-

thing revealed by the check, not allowing the partyto be discredited be-

cause of unsuitabﬂity;‘ and faults of its individual members.

Qomrédee! _H:lstpry bas put gigantic tasks before the workers of our

country.

- We must, in what is historically a comparatively short period of time,

reach and overtake the advanced capitalist countries in a technical~economic

- 126 -
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sense, accomplishing the socialist reconstruction of our entire economy.
Ye_muat ensure the rapid growth of industry and at f,he same time of

agriculture, always developing a mighty socialized economy in rural areas

(sovkhozes, kolkhozes) on the basis of advanced machine technics.

Yo must extend to the utmost the h@ad cultural movement of the masses
and eliminate any and all types of elements of excess, waste, poor manage=
ment, red tape and bureaucratism from our govermment apparatus.

Ve muat further the attack on capitalistic elements. He must overcome
and supplant the capitalistic elemenl;s not only of the" city but also of
the village.

¥e muat steadily strengthen the defensive capacity of the Soviet Union.

The accomplishment of all these tssks must be based on a firm union
of workers and peasants under the leadership of the working class.

For the fulfillment of these tasks, the party has approved the Five-
Year Plan for Economic Construction, a party program for the elimination
of the country!s.econcmic and cultural backwardness, for the building of
socialism, for the victorious development of the international proletarian
revolution. 4

During the five-year plan, 64 billions will be invested in the con-
struction of factories, plants, electric power stations, ra;lr‘qads; S0V
khozes, kolkhozes, and schools. It exceeds the prewar level. of socialist'
industry by three times. All factories, plants, a.nd mines will be operated
on a seven-hour:working day.

The ‘repid tempo of the cmmtry's industrialint,:lon md the socis.list

reconstruction of agriculture with an i.ntensiﬁed attack of the proletaris

on capitalistic elements in the city and country are provoking frenzied

resistance and opposition by the class enemfefs:
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The kulak and the nepman will not give up their positions without
In 1920, the 9th Party Congress issued a decree on labor competition,
-a struggle. The kulaks are resisting Soviet policy in grain procurement 5 . .
: an idea which Lenin indissolubly connected with the building of socialiam.
and in construction of kolkhozes and sovkhozes, and are trying to intimi-
Lo B "Each soclal structure (slave, serf, and capitalist)" points out a
: date the tiilders of the new rural society with terror. The kulak and
decision of the 9th Congress of the Party, "had its methods and devices
the napmm support counterrevolutionary saboteurs in industry. Bureau-

B 7 of labor compulsion and labor education in the interests of the exploiting
crate in our institutions assist them, Foreign capitnl!.sts incite and . .

: Co leAdsrship.
support them in every possihle way.
. - The Soviet structure faces in its full scope the task of developing
The pressure of classes alien to us has caused wavering and hesitation

: its own methods for increaaing the intensity and purposefulness of labor
in certain strata of the working class and the peasantry and has given i
. on the basis of a socialized economy in the interests of all the people.
birth to an opportunist right wing in the ranks of the Communist Party. ; .
. : Along with agitational-ideological influence on the toiling masses
Coly by overcomiig hesitation and wavering in its ranks, only by giv:
- ’ o giving and repression of deliberate loafers, parasites, and disorganizers, com-
a crushing blow to the right wing, will the party and the proletariat be
petition is a powerful force for raising the productivity of labor.

able to break the resistance of the class enemy and fulfill the Five-~Year
. In capitalist society, competition [sorevnovaniye] had the character
Plan Hr the building of socialism.
of rivalry [konkurentsiya] and led to the exploitation of man by man. In
In different stages in the building of socialism the working class N
a society where the means of production have been nationalized, labor :
of our country was faced with a multitude of barriers and difficulties
- competition, not violating the principle of solidarity, can only raise
and, in overcoming them, the development of mass initiative in the working
the total sum of labor products.
class had great significance. .
. . ) Competition between factories, rayons, shops, vorkshcps and individual
In 1919 when the country, hemmed in by the ring of the White bandits
vorkers should be an object of careful organization and attentive study
and interventionlsts, was suffocating in'the grip-of fuin and hunger, when
- on the part of trade unions and economic orguizutim nE

*(Note: See EPSS v Rezolyutsiyakh i Resheni& Part 1, peges 213-214 —_—
Editor)

hundreds of thousands of the best proletarians andkpﬁsa.nta were perishing
at the fronts, the Wworkers on the home front exhausted with hunger, under
conditions of devastation, began on their own initiative to organize com=-

is
This decision of the 9th Party Congress/completely timely and vital.

munist Saturdays of voluntary labor to raise labor pz;odnctivity and obtain
. - Comrade workers and working peasants!

an extra hundred pocds of coal, grain, and fuel necsssery to feed the fire
- In order to overcome the difficulties of 'bi:ﬂding socialiﬂ; to develcp
in the furnace of the proletarian govermment. ILenin then called the vol~
. . e further attack on eanitali.stic elements in the city and country, to fnl—
um‘.sry Satxmiq work days a- 'gna.t innovation,* a heroism of the workers

. : £111 the five-year plan — orgnnize cmpetition in all fields of ccmstmction,
on the home sfront. . " "

Z
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in plants, factories, mines, railroads, sovkhozes, i:dlkhozss, Soviet in-

st‘.ftutioha, schools, and hospitals.

Ox:g;nize co_mpet'ition i‘or f;he fq]_.loyi.ng; ret-‘iuction_of nccsts‘,_’ ‘ralsing
the productivity of labor, the strengthening of labor disci-pl’ine, the
gxf;ension of vthe‘n.c'range @er crop, the increase of crop ylelds, the

. dra:uing' of £he peaaantfy into kolkhozes and the cooperatives, the simpli-
fication of the government apparatus and the strgngtheni.ng of :htisc g,i;}se
with the masses, the improvement of the operation o}_.‘ ingtitutiop( soclal
and cultural [kul'turno-Bytovyye[ serving the mass of workers, B

Socialist competition which developed this year on the initiative of
the Lepﬁist Komsomol and the press is being converted more and more into
a mighty mass movement. As a result of the first steps of the competi-
tion, the miners of the Don Basin (Lugansk [now Voroshilovgrad] and
Shakhty) overfulfilled the production program for coal in Marcf:; the
textile workers of Ivanovo, Tver! [now Kalinin] and Moscow concluded an
economic-political agreement between themselves for the mlf:l:ll\nent of

) the .industrial and financial plan for the current‘evconmic year; the
workers of the Urals, Leningrad, Dneprol;qtrovsk,' ﬁoscow ;nd Rostov have
cr.eateé hu.ndx;eds‘ of shock brigades and shifts; each day, more and more
new detachments of workers are entez"ing competition; the kolkhozes and
80 /v;;khozqs of the Ukraint; are already cdnpethg amox;g themselves; Siberia,
‘t’he Northern Caucasus; and the Lower and Middle Volga regilons have joined
together uith- them in the campaign for crops and collectiviz;tion.

The laBor haré_"i_:s;lwa‘iv!.}d self éac;if;ce of workers is also expressed in
Vthé voluntary’incg\eaée of the norms of produétioh;iﬁ the ‘ﬁnish:\.ng of
work on holi&a_yg ,‘ in the gigaz»:_?ic gi'owth of suggestions ';from production

.igefinéa, in the boycott of loafers @d Slac;kerg,'ﬁnd in the struggle for
raising the productivity of labor. 5
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"Communism begins where the rank and file workers have a self-
sacrificing concern for increasing the productivity of labor [and a
determination] to overcome great difficuﬂ],ﬁ.es‘.‘ *

#(Note: V. I. Lenin, Sochineniva [Works], 4th edition, vol. 29, pg. 394)

Competition, awakening the creative energy and initiative of the
masses, must become a permanent method ‘for drawing workers into the
building of socialism.

Competition, side by side with self-criticism within the proletarian-
ranks must be the means of socialist education of the working class,
especially of new workers —- those from the village and petty bourgeois
city groups.

Competition must lead to the reorganization of the forms and methods
of work of our social and governmental organizations, especially of trade
unions and economic organizations, facilitating the attraction of the
masses into the administration of the econody and all the govermment.

Trade unions and economic organizations must widely employ a system
of encouraging participants in competitions. The names of the best work=
ers, the best specialists, the best industrial administrators ag;-onuhists,
the names of factorles arid mines, and of the best sovkhozes and kolkhéze§
must be made known by all the country.

It is necessary "that the comparison of the practical results of the .
econamy of individual communes be az{opject of general interest and' study, »
in order that 9utstnnd.’mg comnunes be rewarded immediately (by a radug@_iion
of the working day, by a raise in pay, by the grantiiig of many cultural -
and aestletic benefits and values, stc)ﬁ #

*(Note: V. I. Lenin, Sochipeniya, 4th edition, vol.27; pg. 232)

The press should submit to the Judgement of the masses a comparison

of the-actual results of competing enterpriées, systematif:all"y interpret-

ing the progress of competition and arousing the bx;oade:;t interest in it.
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The herolc traditions of the past years have been preserved and multi- }

s s - Competition and the Five-Year Plan are indissolubly connected. Under .
plied by the working class of our country. The Leninist idea "of organiz- L
. ! - . the banner of fulfillment of these tasks, the proletariat of the USSR
ing competition on socialist principles" is finding greater practical re-
. ' moves to a further attack on the class enemies of the proletarian dicta-
‘allzation. The principles of the communist attitude toward labor are in-

. torship.
creasingly being introduced into production. i
; The party calls all proletarians, all workers of the city and country
The shock brigades being created in enterprises and institutions, con- y

: . to develop the struggle for the industrialization of the USSR, for social- .
tinue the best traditions of communist voluntary labor Saturdays. Production :
. ‘ ism, with still greater energy under the Leninist banner of the VKP(b).
surveys, roll calls, and contests, etc., in connection with the growing
Long 1live socialist competition!

scope of the work of production meetings and conferences, are acquiring
. Long live communism!
great significance for the cause of buildings of socialism. A new type of
16th Conference of the VKP(b)

socialist worker is developing in Soviet plants and factories. The role
and participation of the mass of workers in the administration of the gov- 29 April 1929

ernment is growing.

The soclalist competition which is developing is one of the best guar- From - KPSS v Rezolyntaiyakh
antees that, on the basis of the general party line s the Five-Year Economic i _Besheniyakh: -
Plan will be fulfilled and the working class, in spite of thecpportunist Part 2, pp 482, 495-499

waverings of skeptics and alarmists, in spite of vth>e frenzied resistance

of its ciass enemles, will go forward victoriously with the working masses
of the village in the building of a socialist soclety.
m:zgam is'a plan of struggle of the working class to over-
came ca;)italist eiements, a plgui of soc.’falist re-educa.tion of the masses,
’ a plan ‘fo.r the, creation of a foundation for a socialist soclety.
Snmmm.'s a powerful medium for awékan;Lng and organizing
‘the initiative of the ﬁmssea for the fulfillment of the Five-Year Plan

and at-the same time a powerful medium for the developn;enttf self-criticism

. from beloﬁ.
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ON THi RiORGANIZATION OF THt NWSPAPKR NETWORK
IN CONNECTION WITH TH& KLIMINATION OF OKRUGS
The Degree of the TaK VKP(bL) (August 1930)

a) In accordance with the decision of the Central Committee of 15
July 1930,0krug newspapers are to be eliminated. -On the basis of the
elimination of okrug newspapers, and also kolkhoz-sovkhoz and scme factory-
plant printed newspapers, a network of rayon new;;pgpers must be developed
in the industrial and the most important agricultural rayons.

In the okrug cities, which are being reorganized into rayon centers,
the okrug newspaper, as a rule, is to be reorganized into a Tayon newspaper
and remain at this rayon center. In certain cases, if okrug centers do
not have great econamic or cultural significance, consider it advisable
to transfer the former okrug newspaper to another, more important indus-
trial or agricultural rayon center.

b. Citles having the greatest industrial o? cultural significance
(Moscow, Leningrad) and also cities in which cify pa.rty committees have
been created (Khar'kov, Odessa, Vladivostok, Dnepropetrovsk, Tula, Zlatoust,
Kiev, Rostov, Astrakhan', Shakhty, etc.) may publish city newspapers which
are organs of the local party committees and sovist'é. ‘

¢. As a rule, in the organization of a newspaper and the determina-
tlon of its volume, circulation, and days of issuance, the kray committee,
and oblast committee of the VKP(b) .must proceed from the base of available
printing t?eéuipment and the existing norms of consumption of newsprint.

" The necessary funds for the maintenance of rayon neﬁspapers should be
provided for by the local budget. Supplementary pl;i}lication & new rayon
neuépspers (not @ the basis of already existing qlcr:ug, kolkhoz~-sovkhoz
and factory printed newspapers) is only pemitte@ with the sanction of
the TsK VKP (b) in each individual case.
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d. The rayon newspaper must be a mass political organ and must have

a strongly pronounced production charact (in a d with the econcmy

of a given rayon).

e. The extension of the network and the consolidation of pxlinted news-
pai:er must be accompanied by the development of local newspapers — wall
newspapers and factory newspapers in enterprises, in shops, in villages,
sﬁvkhozea and kolkhozes. .

f. In republic, oblast, and kray centers, the I;adlng party—éoviet N
peasant, Komsomol and Pioneer newspapers, as a rule, are to be preserved.
The kray press, jointly with sectors of the press of the kray committees,
must provide help and operative management to the rayon and local press.
In order to service ‘the rayons, especially those which do not have their

own newspapers, mobile editorial offices [vyyezdnyye redaktsii] and pre-

cast type pages [smennyye polosy] should be used extensively. N

g. Within a month, the oblast committees , the kray coomittees and
the Central Committees of the Natskompartiy [National C.ommunist Parties
of the Soviet Union] must sutmit e [plan] for a network of newspapers to
the Central Committee for approval. ’

h.  The Kul'tprop [Sq;:tio)i] of the Central 0mmi£tee, Jjointly ‘.lith
the kray and oblast co?:nnitt;aéa of the VKP(b), the Committee fo;: Press
Affairs, the Committee for Printing [Poligrafkomitet], the Ceﬁtral Com—

mittee of Printers and Paper Manufacturers,are to plan neasures for'enauring .

the publication of rayon neuspa;iefs (printing equipment, Qlocation of .

; editorial personnel, etc.). )

% . 4. Tt is proposed that within 20 days, TASS, Rosi'A [Russian rg;égrapp
Agency] and the Peoples Commissariat of Post_.s and Tél'egz-aph work ou; meas-
ures for ensuring the servicing and distribution of newspapers in the

rayons.

Tssue [No.]'8, pp 362-363

e
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ON [TRAINING] NEWSPAPER WORKERS

The Decree of the TsK VKP (b) (November 1930)

The tasks "for further improving the press and increasing its role
in the development of the socialist advance" demand”from editors and the
entire staff of editorial workers a genuine Bolshevik steadfastness and
an aptitude for organization, skill in militantly organizing the masses
at the hecsassry tempo in the solution of basic tasks of building social=- "
1an‘1. ‘The reorganization of newspapers for the discussion of pljhnarily
economic problems requires the enlistment of new groups of the aktiv in
the work of the editorial staff: rabsel'kors-udarniki [-shock workers],
administraters, speclalists, etc.

Noting that the selection of personnel, the [existing] staff [sostav],
the training and retraining of editorial workers, are all in an unsatis-
factory state, the Central Committee considers that, at the present moment,
it is decisively necessary that party organizations devote special atten-
tion to newspaper personnel and put into practiée the decisions of the
Central Committee on promoting comrades who are members of the party com-

mittee bureaus from party work to work as editors. The work on advancing

rabsel'kor-udarniki into the staffs [apparaty] for leading editorial posi-

tions is completely unsatisfactory.

The Central Committee considers it necessary to carry out the follow-
ing measures. o

1. (a) Improve the staffs and the work of the central editorial staffs
’imediately, by assigning to them some.of the studezits. from courses of
Marxism-Leninism (edit;)rial department), the tlngtitute] of LIYa [Lit-
erature and Languages] of the Communist A.csdemy, J(Iih [Communist Insti-
tute of Journalism], Hiéher School of the Trade Union Movement of the

' VIsSPS [All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions] (newspaper department),

‘=136 -

and also, with the permission, of the Central Committee Ln each individual
case, students of the following who show ability in literary work: the
Industrial Academy, the Trade Academy, the Transport Academy, IKP [Insti-
tuté of Red Professors];-,, and aspirants of Komvuzy [communist universi-
ties] and the Cooperative University. Require editors to provide for sys-
tematic work with those assigned to them, taking into account that students
and aspirants of KIZh, [Institute] of LIYa of the Communist Academy, the °
editorial departments of courses in Marxism, the Higher Schools of the
Trade Union Movement, and the Komvuzy, must work no less than one-third

of their time in productive work in the order of on-the~job training on
the newspaper, while the rest (those of the Industrial, Trade, Transport,
and Planning Academies, aspirants of Komvuzy, the Cooperative University
and others), are to work as on a party assigmment, with release from other
types of work., The work of students of the Institutes of Red Professors-
©, who are sent to newspapers is given the same status as their pedagog-
ical work.

Instruct the Kul'tprop [Sectlon] of the Central Committee, along with
editors and editorial offices of newspapers, to draw up a concrete p'rograin
and carry om;. this measure. '

Propose to local party committees that they carry out the same meagures
with regard to Komvuzy, higher educational instit}ltions, and affiliates of
the IKP, thé Communist Academy, and the Industrial Academy. In addition,'
assign economists, administrators, aspirants and teachers to newspapers.

(b) Depending upon their degree of preparedness, organize the systematic
study, by workers of the editorial offices of newspapers, TASS, OGIZ [As- -
soclation of State Publishing Houses of the RSFSR] and ‘the Radio dentér, .
of courses in Marxism (editorial department [otd.]) at LIYa of the ‘Communist

Acadeny, at KIZh, at the higher School of the Trade Union Movement
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» (sditt;rial) department, and 'locally, at Komvuzy (department [otd.]d news-
‘paper uoz"kers), placing on editors, the bureau of 'cells, and the educational
institutions the responsibility for controlling tixe‘progress of the studies
of the aktiv of éditorial offices. Expenditures.necessary for the organiz-
ing and conducting of studies, is to be borne by the editorial boards and
publishing houses of newspapers, 0GIZ, TASS, and the Radio Center.

2._ Rabkors and sel'kor-udarniks must be one of the main sources from
which the cadres of newspaper workers will be fom;d. The editors of the
central, republican, kray and oblast newspapers must widely develop the
training of these cadres by organizing short-term courses, circles etc.

3. Establish a system of training as follows:

(a) courses in Marxism (editorial department), Institute of Literature
and Languages of the Communist Academy trains workers of the central, re-
publican, kray, and oblast newspapers;

(b) the Communist Institute of Journalism (formerly GIZh [State Insti-
tute of Journalism]) trains the middle-level group-of these newspapers,
and also the editors of large rayon and city newspapers. Scientific re-
search in the field of journalistic disciplines is also concentrated in
this, Institute. The newspaper erartment of the Higﬁér School of the Trade
Union movement of the VTsSPS trains workérs for the trade union press;

(c) the depé.rtmegt of printing trade workers of ‘local Komvuzy and even-
ing institutes of journalism, train editors of rayon newspapers and also
editors of i“actory-pla'nt, sovkhoz, an§ kolkhoz newspapers; ‘

(a) literary faculties, inétitutes, tekhnikums ttéchnical schools] and
gazetuchi (schools of newspaper apprenticeship) train literary and techni-
cal cadres. ) ’ . ‘

4. In order to train editors and other principal workers:of republic,
kray and oblast newspapers/i;:a:ﬁze » not later than. 1 January 1931, 2-3-

month courses at KIZh for 50 men each uhich: will be in session continuously,

Courses in Marxism; Institute LITa of the Comunist Academy, KIzh, Komvuzy,
-138 - )

and the Radio Center must ensure the formulation of correspondence study
for newspaper workers, especially for those from rayon and local news-
papers, '

5. In the development of the present decree, the Kul'tprop Section
of the Central Committee is to work out special measures providing for
the training and advanced training of cadres of the national press.

6. Instruct the Culture and Propaganda Section of the Central Com=
mittee to develop an extensive plan for training newspaper cadres and to
sutmit contingents of students for the coming year to the Central Commit-
tee for approval, taking into account that there must be an independent
newspaper in each rayon by the-end of the Five-Year Plan. In connection
with this also select contingents of aspirants.

7. Suggest that the edi_torial staffs discuss the problems of training

press cadres.

Spravochndk Partiynogo Rabotnika

Issue [No.] 8 pages 363-364
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ON POSTER LITERATURE

Decree of the TsK VKP(b) of 11 March 1931

1. The Central Comittee considers mtoler-bie the disgraceful
attitude of various publishing houses (GIZ [State Publishing House =
before wnification], IZ0GIZ [State Publishing of Graphic Arts],
Sel'khozgiz, AKhRR [The Association 'of Artists of Revolutionary Russial,
Tsentrosoyuz, Gostrudizdat [possibly State Publishing House on Labor
- Questions], etc.) toward pictures and posters, which is evidenced in the
issuance of a large percentage of anti-Soviet posters and pictures.
2. The Central Committee considers the control c.>f pieture and poster
production by.Glavlit [Mein Administration for Literature and Publishing]
as entirely unsatisfactory; it also notes that the Glavlit has mot fulfilled
the decree of the Central Committee of 5 September 1930 as far as systemt'ic

leadership by specially appointed repr tives is cc

3. Request the TskKK - RKI [Central Control Commission of the Workers'
and Peasants' Inspection] to investigate the problem or the release of
1deologicn].1y harmful posters and pictures and to cull to account the specific
culprits. In connection vith the unification in IZIX}IZ of all matters con-
cerning posters and pictures, and with the entry into 1t of e nusber of

. publishing housesv, request the TsKK - RKI to clean up the IZOGIZ apparatus.

4. Transfer the leadership of mass poster and>pi'cture production'to'
the Section rt;r Agitation and Mass Campaigns of thc_c'eiitral Committee and
propose that it work out a series of measures directed towerd ﬁm improve-~
ment of the organization of pleture and poster agitation.

Propose that the kray committees, oblast committees, and the central
committees of the Natskompertii, in those localities where posters uﬂd

i)ictures are published, organize a check-up of the condition of poster and
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Picture production through the agitmessovyye [possibly sections for
agitation and mass cempaigns] sections; transfer the lg.ldnrship of ‘_
these -a%tu-u to the agitmessovyye sectioms.

5. Call upon the Kul'tprop [Section] of the Central Committee
together with the Section for _Agi.tntion and Mess Campeigns and 0GIZ
to provide this sector of ideological work with the necessary cadres
within 20 days. ) ’

6. Call upon the periodic press to publish regular reviews of
the posters and picture which u‘e issued, A

7. Enlist the aid of the Section [Sektsiya] for Graphic Arts
of the Comsmunist Academy RABIS [the Centrsl Committee of the Artists'
Trade-Union of the USSR] and Glaviskusstvo [the Main Mnini_ltrutq.ﬂon'i
for Art Affairs}, in making practical contributions to -.ttarn’éo;-‘
cerning posters and pictures. In order to raise the ideological -nd
artistic quality of posters und Ppictures, orgenize a u)_pcid lo;:icty
of artists and creators of posters and utilize the students of ’the
Instit\;te of Red Professors for political advice.

8. Undcr IZ0GIZ, organize.a workers cMil of representntives .

from the largest enterprises of Moscow; in the cntcrprisel y estnbli-h

8. nyatn for the mliminary evaluation of IZOGIZ publishing plans, -ngl

' by means of the construction of nob:uc dilplgys , draw men and wvomen workers

into commenting on end discussing the outlines.end also into reviewing ‘the
poster and picture productl.

9. Unite the publicaticn of all’ ms plcture and poater production
under IZ0GIZ.

From -- mvochnik Pu-timo Rnbo‘mih
- Issue, VIII, 23 366 B
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ON THE RECRGANIZATION OF THE WORKER AND VILLAGE
CORRESPONDENT MOVEMENT

DRecree of the TsK VKP (b) (Aprdd 1931)

1. During the period of the socialist reconstruction of the national
economy and the tremendous increase in the creative activity of the masses,
the significance of the rabsel'kor movement as an active prano'l;,er of the
general party line grew to a great extent. '

Rabsel'kors, becoming advanced shock workers in the struggle to ful-
£111 the industrial and financial plan and cany out kolkhoz-sovkhoz con-
-struction, are "commanders of proletarian public opinion, striving to di-
rect the inexhaustible forces of this most important factor to the aid
of the party and the Soviet regime in the difficult task of building so-
clalism" (Stalin).

The present period of large-scale socialist offensive confronts the
rabsel'kors with new, more complex tasks.

If during the first period of the development of the rabsel'kor move-
ment, the main task of the rabsel'kors was the discovery and exposure of
"small" defects of the mechanism, then in the present period they must
investiéate much more deeply all the most m;;ortant problems of socialist
construction; -expoging defects inidetail, and also discussing the most

clearly positive aspects of the achievements of socialist construction

on all levels, beginning with the unit [agregat], department, shop, factory,

trust, etc.

Under the direction of the party, rabsel'kors serve as organizers of-—
‘the masses for socialist constrﬁction, ‘fulfillment .of production plans
a.nd the iarge-scale offensive on class enemies,

) 2. They must achieve "the greatest degree of good org;nizatiun and

discipline, the decisive improvement in the quality oi‘ the work of all

- 140 -

units [zveno] of the state machinery and the economic and cooperative ap-
paratus, the firm introduction of the planning principle and planning dis-
cipline into econcmic development, and further growth of the activity and
increased labor productivity of the broad masses of workers (socialist
competition, shock work, and a corresponding [vstrechnyy] industrial and
financial plan)." ‘

Along with striving against defects in the state machinery, exposing
and condemning bureaucratic perversion, rightist and leftist opportunistic
distortions of the party line and decisively repulsing class enemies, rab-
sel'kors must polnt out the achievements and Wetories of socialist construc-
tion; they must present the best enterprises, kolkhozes, shops, shock
brigades, etc.,as examples tg the less advanced and promote the exchange
of production experience in all fields of socialist construction.

Rabsel'kors must be in the> forefront in mastering the technics of
production, persistently striving to meet the quantitative and qualita-
tive indices of the industrial and financial plan, improving Khozraschet
[economic accountability] and one-man management s developing further
socialist competition and shock work, utilizing internal resources, im-
proving rationalization of production, maeking progress in inventive
capacity, etc. ' i

In connection witk these tasks, new forms of work among the masses
must be widely employed: surprise checks, shock brigades, collective
effort [obshchestvennyy buksir], efficiency and rationalizatic;n records,
roll calls[pereklichki], etc.

3. & reorganization of the work of the rabsel'kors is a condition

for the further progress and success of the movement.

-1 -
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Rabsel'kors must not limit themselves to general tasks uniform for
all bz:a.nghes of industry, but must carry out these tasks (the struggle
with bureaucracy, the exposure of defects, 'feet-dragéi.ng [khvostizm] and
self-seeking, etc.), concrstelyA, as applicable to ‘the different sectors
of soclialist construction in which they work. )

Thus, for examp_le, rabkors of the coal :Ll;dustry m‘ust strive for the
mechanization of mining, without neglecting manual ope;‘ations, for the
introduction of riew and better methods :;f work, the transmittal of the
experience of the best minesto the backward ones; rabsel'kors of metal-
lurgical works must strive for the full and rational utilization of blast
furnaces and open hearth furnaces, the timely delivery and sorting of ores,
etc.; those in transportation — for putting the locomotive stock into
good condition [ozdorovieniye], for quality of repair, for an increase
of locomotive crews operating on a double shift basis, the fulfilling of
tranéport plans; those in new construction p?ojecté - for completing

* construction on time, assembling and putting plants in.t.o operation, for
quality in construction, lowering of costs, rationalization and the cor-
rect use of machinery, training of cadres, care of ‘the cultural and living

" conditions of workers; those in sovkhozes and machine tractor stations —
for taking good care of tractor and agricultural méé:hines, enforcement
of personal responsibility completion of sowing on tifie, correct organi-
zation of harvesting, and also for production and cultural assistance to
surrounding kolkhozes and villages." a

The rabkors of kolkhozes must be in the forefpont -of fighters i‘or;
soclalist organization of labor on kolkhozes, for the pianned utili-
zation of the labo;--force, for brigade woz'k,'piece' work, the distri-

bution of profits according to work days » the transmittal of the

- 142 -
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significance. Besides its role in the struggle for [the fulfilliment of]
the industrial plan, labor discipline, and socialist competition, the local 7
nawspaper must become the collectivescrabkor of the central, kray, obiast,
and rayon newspapers.

The Central Committee obliges the central, oblast, and rayon newspapers
to regularly publish reviews of factory, sovkhoz > and kolkhoz wall and
printed newspapers, criticizing their mistakes and pointing out their achieve- .
ments, and also publishing the most valuable material in their own pages,

6. Cumissions must be created under the party committee for the lead-
ership of rabgsel'kors and the local press; these cammissions are to be'.

made up of the Chief of the Kul'tprop Section, newspaper editor, represent-

ative of the RKI, public prosecutor [prokuratura], and an instructor for
the press [instruktor po pechati]; under the kul'tprop [sections] of the

largest rayon cammittees there must be, in addition, an instfuctor of the

press [instruktor pechati]. Trade ‘unions, party study rooms [partkabinet] 9.
agitators and propagandists must assist rabsel'kors and the local press. '
_The Central Committae of the VKP(b) .suggests that newspaper editors
give serious attention to the train:Lng and pramotion of the best rabsel'l;ors
for regular work in organs of the press.
7. The Kul'tprop [Section] of the Central Committee is to systemati-
cally check [how] :Lndividual nevspapers and party organizations are working
with rabsel'kors and also check on the training and ‘promotion of rabael'kor ,

8 Pravda is charged with the general leadership of the rabsel'kor
_ movement,

Emzdg is authorized to publish once a month a supplementary shaet"

on matters of work with rabsel 'kors and the local press.

From —mmﬁmmmm

1931, No. 8, pp 5657
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ON THE PUBLISHING HOUSE "MOLODAYA GVARDIYA" [Young Guerds)

Decree of the TsK VKP (b) (December 1931)

At this moment in history, thé struggle for the Bolshevist education
of youth and children in the spirit of Léninism, end for the international
education of the proletarian end kolkhoz youth of the Soviet Union require
exceptionel attention to the sharpest Bolshevik weapon.on the ideological®
front -- literature for youth and c¢hildren. )

The Central Committée of the VTCP(b),having heard the report of the
publishing house, "Molodaya Gvardiya", notes some successes of the publishing
house, particularly in the field of its orgenizeational-economic activity.

At the same time, the Central Committee VKP(b) points out the publi-
cation of meny politicelly hermful ertistic end historicel works, memoirs ,
and childrens literature, and ‘of many ideological errors in political
textbooks and periodicals. It also calls a;cten’cion to the publication
of books which contribute little to the education, mdbiliza’cion, and
organization of yout}i around -the tasks of economic and cultural con-
struction and little to their communist education. ‘

The Central Committee of the VlCP(b») notes the gnsatisfactory servicing
of the million new members of the Komsomol,: the serio'\}s- quantitative and
qualitative shortcomings in the book which disseminates‘information on
the work and practice of the Komsomol Union within tth [soviet] Union;
and the completely unsatisfactory servicing of sovkhoz-kolkhoz youth.

The Central Committee particularly notes ‘the low ideological and
artistic level of literature for children and childrer of preschool-age,
its unsatisfactory technical format (illustrations and .print), and also
the .almost complete- ebsence of visual aids‘ for'child.reiz _of pre-school age.

- The Centrel Committee declares that all these deficiencies in the

work of the pubiishing housé result from weskness in the ideological

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release
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leadership of the publishing house , the inadeque:cy of editoriel cadres,
its extreme weekness in educational: and orgenizational work with authors
end artists, and its elmost 'complete lack of contact with the proletarian,
Komsomol, pedegogical, and juvenile community. .

It being established that Molodaya Gvardiya he§ not; developed its

. of the decree i

field of work foward the_ fulfillmentAof the Central Committee of the VKP(b') ‘
of 15 August 1931 on "Publishing," it is proposed [predlozhit'] that the
publishing house carry out the following:

1) publish a number of books end series, which will orgenize Komsomol,
worker, end kolkhoz youth under the militent banner of Bolshevism, educating
them in the spirit of Leninist implacability toward all petty bourgeois
vacillations end deviations from the generel party line and also in the
spirit of the merciless struggle with ideologies hostile to the proletarian
class sense, v{;i:& scounterrevclutionaz‘y Trotskyism, and rotten liberalism;

2) g'ompileA on the history of the party and Leninism, the history of
the Soviet regime and the civil war, with their content related both to
the concretg tasks of building socialism in our country end to the genergl
tasks of the world proletarian re\{olutign. Thesé books must be designed
mainly for the new members of the Komsomol, end youth newly brought i}lt,o
imiustry‘, A

3) Yo depict in belles lettres t.he heroism of socialist construction,
the participation of youth in it,i the transformation of social relations A
end the forming of people with new ideas -- heroes of socialist construction.
Immediately develop work for the creation of a popu.lar) well—pu‘?l’is-hed
technical book for youth;

L) publish books for the Pioneer movement, devoting special attent‘ion; .
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. ‘[ektiv] striving for the drawing of children into public life , for the
‘poiytechnization of schools, for the communist educs.ti?n of children,
“especially in the organization of physice_Ll culture,Ag‘ax‘nes, and recreation;

5) Wecisively eliminate "ti1e basic defects of childrens literature:
ignoring the specific needs C;f children, and dry uninteresting presentation.
Mercilessly fight agaii’xs‘t slipshod work which disguises itself as the
creation of a new children's book.

The best writing telent and aertists must be enlisted in the creation
of the children's book. In thus using proletarien writers, they and the
artists, must be treated with consideration, -- as fellow travelers , striving
to create a Sovﬁ‘?iet children's 1itera:bure. They must be provided with
political advice and competent friendly criticism.

The children's book must be full of Bolshevik courgge, celling to
struggle and victory; it must show in clear and gr;;phie form the socialist
transformation of the country and people and educate children in the spirit
of proletarian internatiopalism. Improve the format of children's books

. and illustrations radicelly, making certain that the latter do not distort
the political thought of thg book or the artistic education of children.

Within 10 days the Culture and Propagande [Seztion] of the Central
Committee together with the Central Committee of thé Koﬁsomol is to select
a group (10-15 persons) of highly quelified editors for t_he purpose of
strehgthening the editorial cadres of the publishing house. The Society
of 0ld Bolsheviks is to assist the publishing house with political editors
and reviewers from its staff. Chairs of literature for youth end children
dre té.Ue orgenized in-the editorial courses at OGIZ, the Institute of
Li;;eratﬁre and Languages of the Communist Academy, and all the literary
deparfment_s of Vuzes and Komvuzes.

. The periodicel press, especially the Komsomol periodicel press must
"rad:i.;:slly improve the bibliography .*Imd criticism of youth and children's

books. O0GIZ must supply the "Molodaye Gva.rdiyé" with the paper and printing

M-

equipment necessary for fulfilling its plan end ensuring a definite
“increase in book production in 1932 as compared with 1931.

The main book publishing houses (ONTI [the Association of Scientific
Technical Publishing Houseé] , Partizdat [Party Publishing House] ,
Sel'kolkhozgiz [the State Publishing House of Agricultural Kol'khoz-
Cooperative Literature], Transgiz [State Publishing House of Trensport
Literature) must organize youth book sectors [sektory] for providing
youth with books on special problems.: '

Nerkomprosy must orgenize research work on children's books,
giving due importence to the work of the Children's Book Institute.

The Central Committee of the VIKSM, at meetings of the Secretariat
and the Bureau of the Central Committee, must listen systematically to
reports on editorial plans for individual series and for the most
important books. Yearly editoriasl and publishing plans must be approved
at plenums of the Central Commitiee of the Komsomol, after careful con-

sideration of these plans, primarily with regard to their content.

From -~ Partiynoye Stroitel'stvo

1932, No. 5, .pp 63-6h
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ON THE RECRGANIZATION OF LITRRARY AND ART CRGANIZATIONS

Decree of the TsK VKP(b) (April 1932) -

1. The Central Committee states, that on the -Ib-_s:u of the notable
succe;us in socialist construction in recent years, there will be great
quantitative and qualitative growth in literature and the u-_ts.

" Some years ago, when there was still considersble influsnce of alien
elements in literature, especially in the first yeu;s of the NEP, and the
cadres of proletarian literature were still weak, the party helped in every
way to create and strengthen basic proletarisn organizations in the field
of literature and art,so that the positions of prc;lotarian writers ami
workers in the artistic field would be strengtheuﬁ.

At the present time, when success has already been achieved in develop
ing cadres of proletarian literature and art, and new writers and artists
have come up from plants, factorieé, and kolkhozes, the limits of existing
proletarian literary and artistic organizations (vdmz [the All-Union Society
of Associations of Proletarian Writers] FAPP [the Ruéqim Association of
Proletarian Writers], RAMP, and others) ave nlnad,ybec?ming narrover and
hindering the serious range of artistic creation. This creates the danger
of transforming thesevorgmiz'ltioua fran & mm for af:ﬁiaving the gieat.ast
mobilization of Soviet Writers and artists around thc tasks- of socialist
construction into & means for cultivating exclusive circles, isolated from
present political tasks and from importeat grcmps of w;-iters and artists,

who sympathize with socialist comstruction.

Hence there is a need for. apﬁr.:opriate reorénnization of literary and
artistic organizations and a widening of the basis of ihe:lr work.

Therefore, the Central Committee of the VKP(b) decrees:

-.]Jigf -

T
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(1) sbolish the association of proletarian writers (VOAPP and PAFP);

(2) unite all writers, supporting the platform of the Soviet regime
and striviné to take part in soci&usﬁ construction, into & single union
of Soviet writers with a commmist faction in it;

(3) carry out an analogous chenge in other fields of art;

(4) instruct the Orgbureau to develop practical measures for fulfilling
this decision.

From —

Partiynoye Stroitel'stvo
1932, ® 9, p 62
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THE MISINTERE.STATION BY SOME LOCAL PARTY ORGANIZATIONS OF THE
DECREE OF THE TeK VKP(b) ON RESUMING THE
ADMITTANCE OF NEW MEMBERS INTO THE VKP(b)

Décree of the TsK VKP(b) (October 1936!

The Central Committee in its decree of 29 September 1936, "To All
mty orgmizntiom -- On Resuming the admittance of New Members into the
VKP(b)" -- strictly warned party organizations against the danger of mis-
interpretation, and the repetition of mistakes which occurred in the past
in ldmittiing nev members; it warned against substituting for careful
ind.i};idunl selection, & wholesale campaign for admission which would lead
to indiscriminate admission into the party and to the presence of notori-
ously undesirable elements in the ranks of the Party, alien, hostile , and
casual toward the party.

In spite of these warnings and the exact instructions of the Central
Comnittee, some party committees, rayon committees , aod city committees of
‘the party have c).enrly strayed onto the very path condemmed by the party,
by transforming ﬁe process of admitting new mbérg into a regular cempaign,
and cxjg.m'izing gatherings and meetings of workers, kplkhoz m?mbera, snd
sympathizers for mass recruitment purposes. Such was the case » for exsmple,

Cat the sewing factory in Bryansk, where on 1 October 1936 the party com-

! mitf.ea called a neeting' of 2,000 people and summoned workers to enter the
ranks or the party. Such mass meetings of workers on the matter of Joining
'th' party :los%liig} % other - organizations (those of Astrakhan', Tagesarog,

’v‘Sl;axhty, Orsk, Gomel', Penza, etc.).

P ’ 50m party orgsnizations » in violation of the mtructious or the Central
CO-uttee , are plnnning a apeed-up system of reviﬂu.ng applica.tions for party

'mbership, crea.ting chciau. ccnnissions rot this purpose, determining for

themselves control figures and allotment quotes for admittance and requiring
commmnists as a party assignment to Me recommendations evexi’ in those

cases where the party mbgrs do not know the person who handed in the
application. Thus, for example, the Kol'chuginskiy Reyon Committee of
Ivanovskaye Oblast in its plenum decided beforehand on the indiscriminate
transfer of 206 persons from the status .pf'.candidates to members of the
party and the accaptanc; of 92 as party candidates. Similar procedures are
being outlined by other p&rty orgenizations, vl.xich have not yet learned that
such practices inevitably lead to a breach of the directive of the Central
Committee concerning the admission of new members into the party on a
strictly individual basis.

Some nevspapers create an atmosphere of pomp and ostentation around
the acceptance of new mtfers into the party, publishing articles and
paragraphs in exultant and bombastic tomes, praising the intention to
enter the party as some great exploit or heroism, including photographs of
those wishing to enter the party; for example, the newspapers Molot, orgean
of the Azovo-Chernamorskiy Krey Committee, Zvezda, orgsa of the Pers City
Conmittee of the VKP(b) and_others are ‘acting in a similar menner.

The Central Committee categoricllly.codflems such practice as bearing .
no rese;nblance to the teachings of Lenin on the party.

The Central Comnittee. of ths VKP considers that such practice is ba.sed
on the frivolous, thoughtleas attitude of [party] vorkers ‘toward thc very.
importent matter of admitting members to the party. It conaidgr§ thet with
all the favorable conditions for the stud& and checking of those being ac-
cepted as candidates for the party (from groups of amqﬁmzerq) and those.
being trensferred to party membership (from the caudidllﬁ stggej, wi:ol_esnle N
indiscriminate recruiting is senseless and criminal 5 and meyitibl,y ;eqdé ,

as experience has shown, to contamination of the ranks of the party with

- Vigp-
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lliun; bharmful, z:} elements accepted by accident, and as a result, to mass
expulsions. from the party upon investigation and purge, which can only
’ 'injuﬁ the authority of the party.
’ The Central Committee obliges the oblast committees, kray committees
and the éentr&l ¢omittees of the Natskompartii: o

() to stop immedistely all attempts to transform the admission of
new members into the VKP(b) into & regular campaign and sn occasion for
pompous ostentation; R ’

(b) to unconditionally ensure the admission of members on an individual
basis, a careful check of each person being accepted into the party, and
study and analysis of each application for admission, regardiess of the

tad k

time involved or the category of person being 3 [\

peasants, or working intelligentsia);

(e¢) to condexm sny hastiness in admitting members to the party and
utricﬂy forbid the establishment of quantitative quotas for membership
and any competition whatsoever in this matter;

(d) to ensure the correct explanation in the press of matters concern-
ing the admi#sion of new members into the party.

The Central Committee obliges oblast comitte»es, kray committees and
tii, in accord with p in-

the Central eomitteeé of the
% .

structions ,A%omct mistakes, immediately which were pemitted by local

party orgénizations in putting into effect the decision of the Centr&_l Com-

‘mittee of the VKP(b) of 29 September 1936.

From — Pravda, 22 October 1936

‘. 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6

ON ORGANIZING PARTY PROPAGANDA IN CONNECTION WITH THE PUBLICATION OF

A _SHORT COURSE IN THE HISTORY OF THE VKP (p) !

Decree of the TsK VKP (b) (November l938)

I

The publication of *A Short Course in the History of the All-Union

Communist Party (Bolshevik)" is the most important event in the ideological

life of the Bolshevik Party. With the appearance of this work, the party
received a new powerful ideological weespon of Bolshevism, en¢ encyclopedia
of basic knovledge in the field of Marxism-Leninism. The course of the
history of the party is a scientific history of Bolshevism.In 1t is explained
and generalized the gigentic experience of the Communist Pa.rt}ir, which no
other party in the world has equalled or is equalling.

It is a most importent instrument for the solution of the problems :‘i.n
mastering Bolshevism, and arming varty members with Marxist—Leninist"
theory; that is, with a knowledge of the laws of social development and
politicel struggle, a means by which to increase the political vigilance
of party and non-party bolsheviks » and raise M@rxist-Leninist'propagand‘a
to the proper theoretical level.

The ‘Central Committee of the VKP in compiling this work, proceded
from the following problems;

1) It was necessary to give the-party a single textbook [rukovodstvo]

on the history of the party,. a text representing the officiel interpretation

of the basic problems of the history of the VKP(b) end Marxism-Leninism,
verified by the Central Committee of the V‘!G’(b) , and not alléwing any
arbitrary [proizvol"nyye] interpretations.' With the publication of the

1i‘Course in the History of the VI(P(b')"' which was approved by the Central

Célmnittea, came an end to arbitrariness and confusion in the explanation

- 154 -
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of the history of the party, and to the diversity of viewpoint
and arbitrariness of interpretation of the most importent questions
of party thegry and party history, which appeared in a number of
textbooks on perty history published earlier. '
2) In compiling this work, the Central Comttee—mdertook the
task of eliminating the dangerous gep in the field of propaganda
between Merxism and Leninism which has developed in recent yeers.
As a result of this gap)Leninism came to be taught a:; an independent
study, separate from Marxism, from dislecticel and historical materialism,

. end from the history of the party, forgetting thet Leninism grew and
developed on the basis of Marxism, that Marxism is the basis of Leninism,
and that, without knowing this basis , it is impossible to understand

" Leninism. '

In creating this 'E.:C_Mgﬁ , the Central Committee undertook to provide
a textbook on the theory B;’ld history of the VKP(b) which would reunite into
one whole the artificially split components of the single Marxist-Leninist
}teaching - dialectical and historical mteria‘l.ism and Leninism, but with
historical materialism related to the policy of tl}e pgi-ty, -8 text,
which would poiﬁt:. out the indissoluble unity, integrity, and continuity
of the teachings of l@x and Lenin, the unity of Maé‘xism-Leninism, and
would explain the nev ideas that were contributed _by Lenin end his disciples
to Marxist theory on the basis of the generalizatioﬁ of the new experience
of the class struggle of the proletariat in the period of imperialism and
proletarian revolution. .

3) In contrast to some old textbooks, whose accounts of the history
of t}‘xe VKP(b) vere primarily sbout historic ﬁersonalit;.es, with a view to

. educating cadres in personelities and their biograi)hies, the “Short Course™

gives the history of Marxism on the basis of the deye]:opment of thé besic

- 155 -
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ideas of Ma:;cism-Leninism and has i;q mind the education of party cadres
primarily in the ideas of Marxism-Leninism.
In creating the "Short Course" , the Centrel Committee undertook to
teach the doctrine of Marxism—Lem';nism on the basis of historical facts. )
It hed in mind that such a statement of Marxist-Leninist theory would
best serve the purpose; since the basic ideas of Marxism-Leninism can
be demonstrated better, more naturelly, end more 'intelligibly on the
besis of historicael facts; because the -}li_.s_t_qz-y__g_i: the VlC{’g:q)}_tself is .
Msrxism-Leniﬂism in action, since the correctness and vitelity of Merxist-
Leninist theory has been proven in practice, by the experience of the class
struggle of the proletariat, end Marxist-Leninist theory was developed and
enriched in closest contact with prectice, on the basis of the generalizetion”
of the practical experience of the revolutionary struggle of the proletariat.
4) In this work the Central Committee attempted to free Marxist literature
from over-simplification and vulgerization in the interpretation of many
questions of the theory of Marxism-Leninism end the history of the party.
Such vulgerization and 'simplifiqation found expression, for example,
in the clearly enti-Marxist views, which were ﬁdespregd until recenf:l},}
and which were long condemned by the par{:y, concerning the role of
personality in history, when the question of t_he role of personelity in
history was gx‘pounded by some pseudo-theoreﬁicians‘ and propagan@ists
wiﬂ? semi-Socialist-Revolutionary atfitudes. N
The incorrect interpretétion of the victory of ‘socialism' in our
country is another such simpiification and: vulga.rization of Marxism.
Distortions of the Marxist-Leninist views on the nature of -wars

in the contémpora.ry. period, a failure to distingﬁish between njust and

unjust wars, and a false view of the Bolshevik as a kind of "pacifist,

have beceme wide-spread.
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. In historicel science, until recently, enti-Marxist distortions
- and vulgerizetion were connected with the so-celled i’okrovskiy "School, "
which distorted historical facts, intérpreting theﬁ? in defience of
: historicel materielism from the point of view of the’ present day, and
not from the point of view of the circumstences in which the historical
events resulted, and thereby distorfing actual history.

For example, as a result of the anti-historiqa; falsification of
actual his.’cory end the anti-historical attempts to embellish history,
instead of reporting it correctly, the history of the party has sometimes
been depicted in our propagenda as a continuous path ‘of victories, with
no temporary defeats or retreats whatsoever; this clearly contradicts
hist\orical truth and, as a result, hinders the correct education of
cadres.

_Anti-Merxist base confusion was also reflected in ‘the dissemination
of incorrect views on the Soviet government, in ‘bbe minimization of its
.role and significance as the main weapon in the hands of workers and
péasents for .the victory of socialism and the defense of the socialist
liberation of the workers from cepitelist enqirclemer;t_ .

’fhe ""‘Short Course’ puts an end to this and similar vulgarization
-and debasement of Marxism-Leninism while renewing the aims of Marxism-
Leninism.

5) In creating “A Short Course in the History of the VKP(b)", the

Central Committee has undertaken a graphic demonstr;tion of the power
" and significa.nce of ﬁa.rxist-Leninist theory, which reveals the laws of
- the development of society scientificelly, --‘a-’chgory, which teaches
‘thé application of these laws for the leadership of -the revolutionary

activity of the prolétariat, - thedry which, li}ie” all science,

cohfinuously develops and perfects itself and which doesnot fear to

aid cadres engaged in theoretical and propaganda_:’wbrk, ;to_ reox"gan:ize and

improve the quality of their work, to eliminate th;ir theore%:

replace individual obsolete principles end conclusions with new con-

clusions and principles, corresponding to new historicel conditions. o

The position of the Central Committee was thet without a knowledge

of the theory of Merxism-Leninism, without & mastery of Bolshevism,

without overcoming their theoretical backwardness, our ca.dres will be
crippled, because the correct leadership of all branches oi.‘ socialist
construction demends that practical workers ﬁster the principles of
Marxist-Leninist. theory, and have the ability to be g\iided by theory

in the solution of practical problems.

It is erroneous to think that mastering theory is within the power

of only a smell circle of workers. The mastery of Marxist-Leninist
theory is an attaineble goal. Now, under the Soviet regime and the
victory of socialism in the USSR, unlimited possibilities have been
created for our leading cadres to successfully master Maerxist-Leninist
theory end study the history of the party, the works of Marx, Engels,
Lenin, and Stelin. In order to master the theory of Marxism-Leninism,
it is necessary to show only the desire and stability and strength of
character in the achievement of this aim. If it is poésible to master
such sciences as physics, chemistry, and’biolo'gy successfully,. there -
:;Ls even less reason to doubt thet it is possible to. completely master

the science of Marxism-Leninism.,

6. In creating this ‘Course’, the Central Committee is striving to

wardness and their deficiences in ideological ‘prepa\ration and_",t

raising propagenda work ‘b_o the necessary level.

A1l thése tasks, decreed by the Central Committee, found their

solution in “A Short Course in the History of the VKP(b)Y.
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I

What are the main de_'fecés of propage'nda work?

" How is it necessary to reorganize the propaganda and theoretical
work of the party? ‘ '

1) The main defect in the orgenization of pariz.y propagande is the

 lack of centralization in its leadership and the r'es;.xlting unsystematic
work methods and poor orgenization vof pi‘opaganda. .

The latter two are appar‘ent first of all in the fact that party
orgenizations have selected oral propagende through circles [kruzhki-
study groups] as the basic form of propaganda forgetting,that the circle
method of propaganda was peculiar mainly to the period when the party was
illegel, by virtue of the conditions of party work at that time, and that
under the Soviet regime, with so powerful a propagenda weapon as the press
in the hends of the Bolshevik Party, completely new conditions and
possibilities have been created for an unlimited scépe of propagaenda and
for centralized direction of it.

Instead of utilizing these poss:l.bll:.tles ) party organlza.tlons continue
to cling to the old forms of propagande, not te.k:.ng :mto account that under
present conditions, circles can no longer be the principal method of training
our cadre; in Bolshevism; that independent stu;iy of the history and theory of
~the Bolshevik Party,a method proven by .’che exper'ier?ce of the older generation
. of Bolsheviks, must béej;hgz'ppinci:pal method of training cedres; that the
party must come to the aid of cedres in this respe_i:t through the press and
8 centralized highly qualigied consultation ser‘;'icé on quesiions that arise
i:n the process of study, through lectures, rep.or'bs,\etac.

With oral propagenda through circles as the principal method of

ﬁropaganda, party organizations were drawn .into the mistaken project of
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uniting all communists into circles » relying on a quantitative extension
of the metwork of party circles » on a drive to include all communists
indiscriminatgly, and compulsorily, in party circles.

In the drive for numbers of circles, party orgenizations have missed
the main lement -- the quality of propagande.

The ebundance of circles » which deprived perty orgenizations of any
real control.'é of propegandae work, resulted in their letting the direction
of }gnropaga.nd&;~ slip out of their hands, reducing its actiyi’cy mainly to the
collection of bureaucratic statistical reports on the taking of communists
into circles for training, on their number and attendence. As a result,
the circles vere transformed into autonomous and uncontrolled orgenizations,
carrying out work on their own responsibility.

As & result of the great numbers of circles, the cadres were over-
crowded with people who were badly prepared theoretically and often
politically uneducated and unrelisble, who not only were incapeble of
helping perty members and non-members master Bolshevism, but‘ could only
substitute harmful simplification for a true exposition of Marxist-Leninist
theory, and confuse their listen‘efs’. ‘

In the drive to increase the number of propagandlsts, party organlzatlons

let sllp out of their hands the theoretical direction of the training and
advance training [perepodgotovka] of propagande cadres and the control pf
propagandists’ work in circles. Instead of centralizing the direction of
propagendists and assuring thereby an improvemen;: of the quality of wo;‘k__
with them, the party organizations heré, toé, mistekenly took the rou)te

of quantity; they dispersed the aid to propaganda cadres through the creatlon
of a large number of party study rooms [paruka'bmety] at enterpr:.ses ;
seminars for propagandlsts , short term cou.rses for prope.gendists N ete.

In the drive of these 1n§t1tut10ns for q_ua'nt:j.ty at the expense Jof" qqality,
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party s;c.udy rooms and seminers for propagan&ists ‘;:ecame devoid of the
necessary party direction; the lack of qualified-leaders of propaganda
.seminars and party study rooms‘led to a lowering in f;he quality of
their work, and to the dissatis:faction. of- the’ pro_p;gandis_ts with the
organization of the sérvice for them, converting the attendance of
seminars and study rooms into mere formasl obligation.

In cbn*{erting attendence at circles into a duty. for x;a.rty members,
i.n treating them as eternal schoolboys of elementary" classes, incapable
of independent study of Marxism-Leninism, party orgenizations resorted
to all kinds of administrative devices for attra(gtir;g and holding party
) members in circles, and followed the path of petty tutelage and regulation
of the work of communists in circles.

Incorrect scholastic methods which hindered the ideological and
politicel growth of party members took root in the circles, and resulteéd
in the establishment of uniform days o_f study for all circle members,
uniform regulations for their work, a})d the banninéfrom the circles of
the method of discussion and lively friendly debgte. X

Going beyond this, party ofgani_zationé undert;ok the bureaucratic
and harmful "control" of each reader of a Marxi#-&.;eninist ‘book, made
him ;'eport on what he had read.

As a result of this incorrect organization of propaganda work,
communists who were obliged to study for yeers in thé same circles and
were deprived of the proper assistance in the stud—;./ oi"' Merxist-Leninist
‘Literature at home, lost interest in theoretical tra{ning, and attendance
at the studies of the circles frequently became a painful burden.

The violation of the principle of voluntary gnrg:llment in circles,

the bureaucratic-administrative practice of mecharical and compulsory
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enrollment of party members in circles » and the incorrect view of circles

as the only form of party education, undermined the faith: of party members
in their own ability to successfully study Marxism-Leninism by independ;mt
reading; these impaired the deep and independent mastery by communists

of the principles of Marxism-Leninism and the ideological érovrth of party

cadres.

The fait.h of communists m their own power and in their ability to
master Merxist-Leninist theory must be restored.

It is necessary to root out harmful prejudice, that Marxism-Leninism
can only be studied in a circle, when in reality the main basic method of
such study is independent reading.

2) One of the basis causes of the excessive exaggeration of circle
work end oral propagenda generelly, to the detriment of propaganda through
the press, is the harmful gap between the organizations for the press end
oral propagende, as exemplified in the separate existence of Ppropagenda
sections and press sections in oblast committees, kray committees, and
the Central Committees of the natskompartiya, as well as in the organization
of the Central Committee of the VKP(b).

In Marxist-Leninist propaganda, the; main, decisivé weapon must be the
press -- pe.riodicals » newspapers, and pamphlets; oral propaganda must play
a subsidiary, euxiliary role. The press cen make a truth the immediate

possession of all and for this reason 'it is more effective than 01"81 Ppropa-

ganda . The very division of the leadgrship of propaganda between two

sections led to a disparagement of the role of the.press in Marxist-Leninist:

propagenda and thereby, to the contraction of -the scope of Bolshevik propa-.

genda, to. a.mateurish vork and lack of organization.

Party agitprop_ sections vhich limited their activity to oral propa-

. ganda, and strived to increase the number of circles, did not utilize the
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" party.press for propaganda and as a résult , deprived themselves of the

Apozltunity to direct: propaga:nfia in its essence.
‘In-theix turn, ‘the press §§c;cions, being deprived of the necessary
ualified cadres of propagendists, who almost completely went into oral
p}‘opéganda, proved to,be incapsble of carrying out Marxist-Leninist
; 'prop‘aganda in the press. )
3) *The most outstanding shortcoming in party propegenda is the
i’xegilelct by party orgenizations of political training, of ‘Marxist-Leninist
“hardening [zekalks] of our cedres, of our Soviet intelligentsia, -- party,
rﬁsé)m_él, soviet, economic, cooperative, trade, trade union, agricultural,
atié)nal, end militery cadres -- i.e. the cadres of the party, government,
end’ léolkhoz apparatus, with whose help the working class and the peasantry
govern our Soviet land. The practice of our party propaganda which con-
- centrated mainly on the enlistment of workers at machines, lost sight of
‘supervisory personnel -- our soviet, party and non-party intelligentsia,
.de'up' of yestex_‘day's workers and peasants. -

- f‘br{e of the tasks of “A Short Course in the History of the VKP(b)"

':is'-pu'ﬁting an end to this preposterous, an‘ci;-leninist, neglectful attitude
'j;o-v:a;‘q ourVSoviet inteliigentsia end toward its polificsl, Leninist edu-
cational néeds. -

© The ifgou.rse" is sddressed, primarily, to the leading cadres of party,
kAoﬁsqmol,.'ecohomic, and othér workers, to all our party and non-party
,lnt)eiligentsia in the city as well as in the country“.

Our party, sc;riet, economic, end other leading Leninist cadres, busy

:with practical work, are extremely backward in the tj‘ie-ld of theory. In
N creiaf.ing thj.s course in the history of the party, the Central Committee
un'd_e’r“cbok to begin to eliminate Ehis theoretical and political backwardness.

A basis for the action of the Central Committee was this statement --

_"If we ‘could, if we knew how ‘to train our party cadres-ideologically from

top to bottom end herden them politically in such a menner that they
could freely orientate themselves in the internal end international
situation; if we knew how to meke them fully mature Leninists end
Marxists cepsble of deciding without serious mistekes the problems
of the leadership of the country, then we would have solved nine
tenths of ell our problems ."

(NOTE: “I. Stalin, On the Defects of Party Work and Measures for the

Liquidation of Trotskyists end Other Double-dealers."” 1938, page 22 --

Editor)

The Central Committee also took es its basis the fact thet the art
of Bolshevik leedership requires a knowledge of theory; that is, of the
laws of the development of society, of the development of the working
class movement, of the proletarian revolution, of socialist constmétion,
and the sbility to use these lews in practical work for the guidance of
socielist construction.

A1l our cadres constitute the huge army of the Soviet intelligentsia.
The Soviet intelligentsia has sll its roots in the working class and the
peasentry. This is a completely new inteliigentsia, and there’ 15 none
similar in eny other country of the world.

No government can tio without its intelligentsia, least of all the -
socialist government of workers and peasants. Our intelligentsia, which
has grovn during the é‘:oviet regime, is made up of the cadres of ‘l?he State -
machinery and with the eid-of -these cadres ; the- working class conducii,s
its internal and ‘foreign policy. They are yeétefday's workers- and
peasants end sons of workers end péasants, who have moved up il'{to commafd
posts. - The intelligentsia faas S_P»E‘CVJI.E-L significance in a country- such as’
ours, where the. goy’ernment directs all branches of the economy end culture
including agriculture, and vhere each govérmnent vorker, in order 'to pei‘_
form his work conscientiously a:txd successfully, must understéxfdv the‘_pc_jliéy R

of the governmén’c'and its problems i and ouiside thg country.
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) "ponsequently, the problem of the Marxist-Leninist edu-catiun of Soviet
intelligéntsia. is one of the most immediate and important problems of the

ﬁqlshevik Party.
" j In spite of this importent role of the intelli_gentsia in the Soviet
.sta'.tq,' t}lme Central Commitéee has noted that, up tc the present time,
the di:sdainful attitude toward the intelligentsia has not yet been over-
‘:co;me_; this represents ;1 most ‘harmful trensfer to our Soviet intelligentsia,
-iof those views and attitudes toward the intelligentsia which were wide-
sﬁreed in the pi‘e:x'evolutionary period, when t.i'le inf:elligentsia served
the landowners and capitalists.
This scorn for the intelligentsia is expressed in the neglect of
';‘Ldeological-educational work with cadres; in the neglect of political
work among the intelligentsia, white-collar workers, teachers, doctors,
. students, kolkhpz intelligentsia, etc; in a great lack of regard for the
‘ party and non-party intellectual, as if he were a second-rate man, even
v’though he be yesterdays's Stakhenovite, promoted on his merits to a
‘l\ez.a:ding poét in the Soviet state.
Such an a‘nti-]éolshevik attitude toward the Soviet intelligentsia is
" wild, hooligah-like, and dangerous for the Soviet State. It must be

. understood that Just such neglect of political work among the intelligentsia,

among our cadres, led to a situation whereby part of eur cadres, which found -

themselves outside the polltlcal 1nfluence of the party a.nd depr:wed of
! deologlcal hardenmg, went astray polltlcally, became confused and were
€ prey of foreign 1ntelhgence services end their Trotskyite-Bukharinite
end, O\u‘geoms-natmnallst ag=nts.

he Central Comm:.‘b*bee ons1ders it'necessary o put an end to this
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It is necessary to educate the Soviet intelligentsia in the spirit
of Marxism-Leninism.
Without such an intelligentsia, the Soviet government cannot

.successfﬂly lead the country. ‘

o ‘ .
A Short Course in the History of the VKP(b)" is a means for such.

an education of the Soviet intelligentsia

IIT

The Central Committee of the VKP(b) decrees the following

1. The drive for the enrollment of large numbers of commmists in
circles of the network of party education, to the detriment of the quality
of Propaganda, is an incorrect practice, resulting in the division of forces
and a lowering of the level of propaganda work.

2. Party orgenizations are to eliminate amateurish orgenizational
zc;x;];g]:;l p;aer;);r %;ogi%\;r;gi;] d:oSisZasinn‘;s};;;I;iem;cessary centralization of its
leadership and A3 rise in its quality, and its ideologicel level.

3. The “Short Course 1 the History of the All-Union Communist Party

s+ . Ny
) (Bolshev1k) is to be taken as the basis for Ma.rxist-Leninist Propaganda.

The study of the hlstory of the VlCP(b) is to be differentiated as

follows: b

For the lower echelon of cadres, which inciude many of the insu.fficiéntly'

. prepa.red comrades, it is e:@gdient to st{ldy fhe course in abridged'form‘ '

according to the three main Stages of i:uarty history: (1), the struggle for
the creation of the Bolshev:Lk Pa.rty (chapters 1-L), (2) » the Bolshev:Lk Party“
in the struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat (chapters V-vIT) , and
(3) the Bolshevik Party in pover (chapters VIII-XII) S
For the middle echelon, wh1ch conslsts in the relatlvely better prz.epared
comrades and which is the most. nu.merous echelon of our cadres » the Cen't:ral
Committee recom;nends_ .the s:cudy_,of “thls vork as-a whole, fnllow:mg 1ts 12

chapters.
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For the higher echelons, that is, for the best prepared comrades,

it is.expedient to study r”.A Short Course in the History of the VKP(b)"

according to the su’g)divisions of each chapter, simult:;neously with the
" study of suitsble works of Marx, Engels, Lenin, Stelin from the original
sources. )
i, Since the princiral method of study of Mar:gism—Leninism must be
‘t'hat of independent study, ﬁropose that oblast cpmmittees , kray committees,
* a;ld the ¢entral gommittees of the Natskompartii curtail the number of
.ciréles for party education. 7
With a correct approach to the matter, instesd of the dozens, and
sometimes even hundreds, of circles existing now in each large enter-
Epirise, institution, -a.nd VUZ, it will prove expedient to have in a large
enterprise or institution approximately two or three circles for lower
echelons, two or three circles for the medium level and one advenced
circle for the most developed and prepared people, end in the VUZes
. several circles of the medium and advanced type.
In rural rayons where there are those wishing to ’study 4 A_Short,

’C'ou.:cse in the History of the VKP(b)" in circles and where there are

quallfled propegandists, it is poss:Lb1e to have several circles for
the v:Lllage intelligentsia: party and soviet ektiv, teachers B trade
» end cooperatlve workers, kolkhoz aktlv, ete.
7 l]n view of the curtailment of thelr number, it is necessary to
prov:.de circles with genuinely qualified propagandists.
5. The adnunlstratlve-bureaucratlc ‘practice of compulsory enroll-
ment of commmnists in pa.rty educationel circles is to be eliminated.
.Explai;'x to each communist that perticipation “in circles is an

entirely voluntary matter.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Co

6. The work of cirgles must be orgenized on the basis of active
conversation and comradely debates. Harmful scholastic-administrative
methods, red tape, and over-simplified outline presentation [skematizm],
which hinder the ideological education of perty and non-perty Bolsheviks,
must be resolutely eliminated from circles, Propagendists must give
comradely explenations of questions which interest members of the circle.

It is necessary to put an end to the formal-buresucratic regulation
of the work of circles (uniform day of party study, two-hour studies
immediately after work, refusal to presen.t practicel questions of interest
to the members of the circle, etc). The.schedule of studies of each circle
must be established by its members ;:ogether with the propagendist, depending
on local conditions. Each study period must continue only as long!;xas the
members of the circle consider necessary for a thorough discussion of the
questions presented.

The work of the circle must be organized so that studies would not be
dragged out for too long a period of time. It is necessary to avoid one of
the fundementel defects of present day circlesi -- that of devoting an
unlimited amount of time, to the first subjects; and leaving unexplored the
post-October period, which is of utmost importance in the history of the
party.

Party history study circles must be organizéd so that they provide for
a more or less uniform level of general educational and politicel preparation
of their members. According to the level of preparation, it is advisable to
have three types of circles correspondmg to the differentiated’ cheractar

of the study of "A Short Course in the History of the VKP(b)"’

z;) circles for the lower echelon of our cadres, studying the course.

in abridged form and with an easier explanation of questions of theory;

b) circles for the middle echelon, studying the vhole course by

separate chapters;
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) c) circles for the best prepared corﬁrades, s£qdying the course by
‘f:he subdivi;ions of each chapter, with simultaneous reeding of original
E soﬁrces'.

T. Lectures which are an important method of propagenda of Marxism-
L'e‘ninism, must be introdu_ced. A well prepared lecture, rich in content,

shoul@: be a substential aid to comrades who are independently studying

R ~Av_Sh‘9r"c-Course and the classics of Marxism-Leninism. It is necessary

also to organize lectures on problems of the internetionel situation and

. ‘orvl §¢parate theoretical and political problems. The lecturer should
answér questions after the lecture. Public lectures with a small admisgion
charge should be organized.

: K © 8. Amé‘ceurish work and lack of supervision in work with propagandists s
evidenced in the drive for the indiscriminate establishment of Party study
rooms and seminars for propagendists , must be eliminated. Party orgenizations
: 2re required to study and review in a two-month period the network of party
' “study rooms, decreasing their number, and reteining party study rooms for
-assistance to propagendists and consultation purposes for those eng.aged
.in i)oiitice.l self-education, as a rule, under the' city and rayon committees
" of the part_;y. Party stﬁdy rooms at enterprises and institutions not pro-
Vided with quelified consultants,mst be decreased in. number or used as
reaqinérooms and librgries for those engaged in self-education. Party

. ‘gsniz's.ti.OPS are required to curtail the n’umber of proi:aganda seminars,
after having concentrated the work of ‘seminers for propagendists under

thg large city rayot?r committees. and under city committees, oblast
ff’ccnmittees, and kray commii.:t{ee&s o"fi' Qhe'V}CF(b)’..

. Party f)z:gani;z;tiqps, vin» t};é'cr{eafion Vo'f: 'seu}\:‘i.nsrs for propagsndists.,

] y sj: ,Apr;_)vide them with Ma.rxi;t.—educate@,; Po;it{ically relisble leaders.

ity committees, oblast c'or;nnitte'es,: and kray committees ‘of the VKP(b)

must t‘exer‘ci.se cqnsf:ant ,éupel;“{iéién over the.contént of the work of these

miners.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6

The work of the seminers for propagendists on the history of the

VKP(b) must be organized in conformity with the three basic stages for

the study of VKP(b) history end, in addition, must be orgenized so as

to be ghead of circles in the study of the “Short_Course-.

The seminar must not be a place for "pumping" information into

propagendists. Studies must be orgenized in seminars so as to provide

for the creative work of each member of the seminer so, that vital

discussion of theoretical questions would be conducted, and comradely

discussion of theoretical and methodological questions would be provided

for.

9. The Agitprop Section of the Centrel Committee of the VKP(b) is

required to bring together the most qualified propasgendists of our party,

lecturers, speakers, and consultants, who must colleborate on theoretical

magezines and on central newspapers, give lectures end reports in local

areas, and give real help to locel perty orgenizations in the propagende

of Marxism-Leninism.

It is considered necessary to collect and systematically publish in

the press the experience of the best propagandists, their studies, consul-

tations, and lectures.

It is recommended that city committees, oblast committees, kray

committees and the Cantral committees of the Nafskompartii hold a regular

convocation of propasgandists and press workers in order to discuss the

basic questions of propagenda.

10. There must be an end to underestimation of the significance of

the press as the most importent weapon of Marxism-Leninism end the ell-

union tribune of propaganda.

Heighten the role of the press in Merxist-Leninist propegenda. For

this purpose the editorial boards of Pravds, Kraénaza Zvezda and Komso-

molskaya Pravda -énd also republic, kray, end oblast party and Komsomol

- 190 -
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newspapers are to publish regulerly articles on theoretical questions
" of Maxfxism-Lenini§m, consultations, lectures of the -best propagandists
v"and "anlswers" to "questions" of readers. Establish pr-opagenda. sections,
headed by cc;r;nrades trained in theory on the editorial boards of Pravda
Krasneys Zvezéa! Komsomolskg,zla “Pravda And also on rep;ﬂ;lic, kray and
oblast party ahd Komsomol newspapers, and enlist the best propegendists
to work in these propagenda sections.’
It is considered necessary to reorganize the magazine Bolshevik
in order that it may be a theoretical orgen of the party and an all-
union book of reference [vsesoyuznaya konsul 'tatseya] -on questions of
Marxism—Lenina‘.sm, giving answers and explanations to theoretical and
political questions in its pages of interest to party and non-party
menbers .
The Party Agitprop Section of the Central Committee of the VKP(b)
end the State Publishing House for Politicel Literature [Gospolitizdat]
are to provide for the publication of popular pamphlets to aid propagandists

e

and especially the locel aktiv studying the history of the party, and elso

to develop a plan i'or' the publication of textbooks on the history of the

© party.
) 11. A scornful attitude toward the Soviet intéiliéentsia and the

Eroblemsr of its ideologicael education in the spirit ofv Marxism-Leninism
is‘ condemned as savagery [dikost'] and hooliganism. 3 fa.r'ty orgenizetions
are obliged to restore the correct Bolshevik attitude towards the Soviet
intelligentsia and to develop ideological work among the intelligentsie,
among white-collar employees, students and the kolkhoz mtel_'l.lgentsia.
., The 1mmediate and principal task of party orgenlzatlons in the field of

ropsganda is the elimination of the theoretical end politlcal backwardness

of cadres of party and non-party intelligentsia, having provided them
with every kind of aid in the mastery of Bolshevism, in the study of
party history and the clessics of:iMarxism-Leninism.

12. It must be noted that the workers of the theoretical froxﬂ’:,
are seriously lagging behind; this becomes apparent in their theoreticel
veakness, in their fear to raise actuael theoretical questions freely, in
w.idespread dogmatism [nachetnichestvo] and pedantry, in the corruption and
debasement of various principles of Marxism-Leninism, in the lagging of
theoretical thought, and in the lack of theoreticel generalization of the
vast practical experience amassed by the perty in all sectors of socielist
construction. All workers of the theoretical front are celled upon decisively
and quickly to correct their intolersble lagging by putting an end to the
fear of freely raising theoretical questions, which advance Marxist-Leninist
theory, by putting an end to pedantry, dogmatism, scholasticism, end the
corruption and debasement of various principles of Marxist-Leninist theory.

13. Eliminate the neglect of ideolo‘_gy which found its expression, in
particular, in.the unsatisfactory.work of the Institute of Merx, Engels,
and Lenin; this Institu;te ailowed a series of distortions and inexactitudes
in the translations into Russien of thé Works of Merx end Engels, and also
the most flagrant political errors of a harmful character in the appéndices s
footnotes and commenteries to some volumes of the M

14. The Institute of Ma;:‘x, Engels, and Lenin is ohlig;ed to correct
as soon as possible the distortions allowed in the transletions of the
Works of Marx and Engels, and also the most flagrant political errors in
the appendices and footnotes to the Works of V.I. Lemn, for example in

Volume XIII.
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‘The Institute Marx, Engels, end Lenin is to accelerate the republi-
cation of the works of Marx, Engels, and V. I. Lenin.

*15. It must be noted that our theoretical perioqicals are too
remote from the real problems of life and the étrugglev oi" our party;

they are too self-sufficient and tend too much to academism.

The editoriel boards of these periodicals mist reorganize thair
work,- providing in their pages for the presentation of actual theo-
reticel problems, the generalization of the experience of socialist
construction, attending to theoretical inquiries from our cadres,

working out of new theoretical problems and creative discussion on

questions of theory.

16. In addition to the system of advenced political treining
of leading party cadres, established by the February-March Plenum
of the Central Committee, the following measures for the advanced
training end training of qualified party propaganda. cejdres must be
ca'izied out:
a) drganize one-year courses for the advenced training of .
propége.ndis“bs and newspaper workers in the follqwix;g‘ centers; l)Moscow,
.. .2)Leningred, 3)Kiev, 4)Minsk, 5)Rostov, 6)Tbilisi, ])Bé_ﬂ;u, 8)Tashkent,
) 9)Alm'a-Ate., l,O)Novosibirsk-. These courses organj.2§d .in the centers
indicated must serve not only the given oblast or k:gaﬂf,rbut also adjacen’g

oblasts, krays, and republics. This program of pfopag;nda courses éhould

be planned in cor{formity with the program of "Courses in Leninism", but
s0
the studies must be orgenizedpas to develop skill in pf‘apagsnda work and

in independent deep study of the works of Marx and Engels, Lenin and

Stalin.
The general quota of students of all 6i1e-yesr ﬁrépagandist training
courses is set at from 1,500 to 2,000, with news_paper workers to make

up approximately one helf of this number.
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b) a Higher School of Marxism-Leninism under the TsK VKP(b) is to
be organized with a three year course for ‘the traiuing of highly quelified
theoretical cadres of the party.

17. Orgenize the teaching of Marxist-Leninist theory in VUZes,

on the basis of the intensive study of A Short Course in the History

VKP(b) . In connection with this:

;l)‘ instead of independent courses on Leninism and diaslectical and
historical' materialism, there is to be introduced into VUZes a u.nif:;Led
course, "The Bases of Marxism-Leninism", keeping in the.study plen the
total number of hours, which were formerly allotted .to sociel-economic

disciplines. Teaching the bases of Marxist-Leninist theory in these

institutions must begin with the study of #Short Course in the History

VKPQb[ , with simulteneous study of the original sources of Marxism-
Leninism. The teaching of political economy must follow the_ study of
"The History of the VKP(b)®.

b) instead of the present separate chairs of dialectical and historical
materiselism, Leninism, and the history of thg VKP(B), asunified chair of
Marxism-Leninism, is’to be created in VUZes; ‘

¢) in universities and institutes where there are faéulties of philosophy,
history, and literature, av course in dialectical and historical materialism is
to be retained in those faculties;

d) the Propegends and Agitation Section of the Ce;ltral Committee, VKP(b)
and the All-Union Committee for Higher Bchool Affairs is to select leaders‘”
of the chairs of Merxism-Leninism by the pegirming of the 1939-40 school
year end present them for confirmation by thg TsK VKP(b). ~Central committees

of the Natskomparti

kray committees, oblast committees, and city committees ',..
of the VKP(b) ere to select theoretically trained and politicelly relisble

teachers of the bases of Marxism-Leninism;

g
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e) orgenize six months courses for the training of teachers of

Marxism-Leninism for VUZes at the Higher School of Merxism-Leninism.
v

In‘order to effect a fundamental improvement in party direction
.of Marxist-Leninist propegande, the TsK VKP(b) decrees the following.

18. Unite the party propagenda and agitation seé_tipns and the
Press and publishing sections of the TskK VKP(b) , the ce;'xtral committees
o:’t‘ the Netskompartii., the krey committees and the oblast committees of
the VKP(b), creating [in each case] a single agitprop section .

19. Concentrate in these latter sections all the printed and orel
Propaganda work of Marxism-Leninism and mass political agitatiqn (perty
press; publication of propagande. and agitational literature 5 orgenization
of the prir;ted and oral propegenda of Ma:cxism-Leninism; the control of the
ideological content of Propaganda work; the selection and distribution of
propaganda cadres, the politicel advanced training and training of party
cadres; the organizatign o;‘ mass'political agitation).

" The practical execution of the present decision of the TsK VKP(b) is
to be the Easis of work for the Propegenda and Agitation Sections.

20. In order to improve't‘he ciuality qf Mar)d.st-i.eninist propaganda,
henceforth party organizations as a rule, should rely for Ppropaganda work
upon cadres of comrades released from all other types of vork, who can
dedicgte themselves completely to this type of work and tirelessly improve
their theoretical and propagenda qualifications.

N I¥1 this connection, the oblast a.nd' kray committees of the VKP(b) \are

to select the best propagendists for permanent propaganda work.
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21, Workers of the propaganda and agitation sections must be
selected by party organs from among the best qualifie§ professional
propaganda writers and party writers.

Lecture groups must be organized in the propaganda and agitation
sections of the TsK VKP(b), of the central committees of the Natskompartii
the oblast committees, the kray committees and of the city committees of
the VKP(Db). )

22, Since the reduction of the number of circles, and party study
rooms at enterprises and in institutions will release a part of the
propaganda workers in cities, oblast committees, kray committees, and
the central committees of the Natskompartii are to transfer the better
trained of these workers in order to enhance propagenda work in rural
rayons.

23. The present Kul'prop [sections] of the city and rayon committees
are to be reorganized into agitprop sections. Adse it is considered necessary
to create agitprop sections in those rayon committees where there are none
at present. Resolve, that the creation of agitprop sections in the rayon
party committees is autho:f:ized by the TsK VKP(b) for each réyon taken
separately, according to the availability of qualified workers, on tht;
recommendation of oblast?iulg'w committees, and the central committees of
the Natskompartii. . )

24. The heads [zaveduyushchiye] of agitprop sections of oblast and
Ekra'y committees, the cenjhral committees of the Natskompartii and the okrug,
city, and the rayon party committees are to be confirmed by the Central
Committee of the VKP(b), and all remaining responsible workers of the

agitprop sections of these comittees are to be confirmed by the bureau

- 17 -

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6

of the oblast and the kray committees and the c;ent_rai' conmittees of
the Natskompartii. '
The oblast and the kray committees and the central committees of
the Nntskompertii are required to complete selection and confirmation
of workers of agitprop within two months. R
25. In view of the close connection of the work of the Ipstitute of
. Marx, Engels, Lenin with Marxism-Leniniab propaganda, it is considered
necessary to put th:.s Insitute under the Jurisdictlon of the Agitprop
Section of the TsK VKP(b).
26, The Tsk VKP(b) obliges all party committees to earnestly pursue

Marxist-Leninist propagenda —- a matter of urgean to the Bolshevist Party.

Party committees must direct prop da in its thoroughly
serutinizing its content. Oblast and kray cominittee‘s and the central
conmittees of the Natskompartii must teke into the:i_r hands the direction
of the entire matter of reorgenizing Merxist-Leninist propaganda in
accordance with this decree. ’

While pointing out to. all party orgenizations that the reorganization
of all party propgéand_a in the spirit of this decree requires their special
attentio'n eand care, the Central Committee warns then against danger of a
mechanical and formel approach to this reorganlzatlon, and against etempt

at indiscriminate disparagement of all the psst experience in prcpaganda
“work.

In or&er to improve the direction of party profméanda, it is provided
that in each city, oblast and kray ;:ommittee, ‘and in the central committees
of tht% Natskompartii there shall be a ;pecial secretary concerned
exclusively with questions of the organization and. cqut‘ent of propaéanda and

agitation. oL

The TsK VKP(b) directs the above-mentioned commitiees Ato explein this

- decision to, the party ektiv end all members of the party.
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The TsK VKP(b) emphesizes that the publication of | His'tcry of the

. ]
1 Union» Communist Party (Bolshevik)" must become the beginning of .a

turning point for our cadres-~-perty, Komsomol, soviet » trade union,

economic and cultural workers, the cadres of the whole Soviet intelligentsia,

in the elimination of their theoretical backwardness.

A Short Course in the History of the VKP(b) merks the beginning of

& nev ideological and political upswing in the life_of our party and of
the Soviet people.

Mestering the theory of Merxism-Leninism, which equips one with a

knowledge of the laws of social development, our cadres will become really

invincible and still more successfully will lead all the Soviet people
under the benner of this theory, under the leadership of the party of
Lenin-Stalin, to the victory of communism.

1k yutsiy i
Nov, 1948 KPSS V_Rezolyutsiyekh:i. Resheniyakh
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ON LITERARY CRITICISM AND BIBLIOGRAPHY

ﬁA Report on the Decree oﬁ7‘the Central Committee of the VKP(b) 1940

In a recently adopted decree, the TsK VKP(b) n;ted that literary
criticism and bibliography, which are important tools of propaganda and
communist education, are being grossly neglected.

Recently literary criticism has almost diséppegted from the majority
of newspapers and magazines. Bibliographies of recommended reading, which
are of considerable importance in raising the political and cultural-
technical level of the broad masses, have been inadequately furnished.

Up to the present time, bibliographical reference books, lists of books
as recommended reading on the different branches of science, and indices
of literature for various professions have not been developed.

Critical-bibliographic work has been cut off from the practical needs
of socialist construction. Such scientific centers as IMEL [Enstitute of
Marx, Engels, Leni;z,,7 The Academy of Sciences of the USSR, The Academy of
Agricultural Sciences imeni Lenin, and also the l_(al'komaty [Eeoples Com~
missariatg/ have not organized critical-bibliographnic work in their own
fields. '

“The Central Committee of the VKP (b) noted that, at the present time,
the weakest link ﬁn critical-bibliographic work-/_ is criticism of belles
lettres. The majority of critics are not engagéd in the problems of Soviet
.literature and do not exercise an influence on :its formation.

Contrary to the traditions of Russian literatux:e, crities do not work
on literary-artistic magazines which unite writers; instead they have
igsolated themselves in a section Z;ektsiyg for critics under the. Union

* of Writers. Writers in their turn do not take part in analysis and eval-
uation of literary works and do not writg literar;-critical articles for

‘the press.

The Central Committee planned a series of measures for a fundamental
improvement in literary criticism and bibliography.

The section for critics created artificially under the Union of Writ~
ers, must be eliminated. Critics must work with wr.iters in the appropriate
creative sections of the Union of Writers (prose, poetry, and dramaturgy).

The publication of the magazine Literaturnyy Kritik, which has been
igolated from writers and literature, must be discontinued. The editorial
boards of the literary-artistic magazines Kraspava Nov', Oktyabr', Novvy
Mir, Zpamya, Zvezda and Literaturnvy Sovremennik, must create permanent
sections [;tdel¥7 for criticism and bibliography in these magazines.

The editorial staffs of the newspapers Pravda, Izvestiva, Komsomol'-
skava Pravda, Trud, Krasnaya Zvezda, all the republic, kray, and oblast
newspapers and also the scientific and branches of production newspapers
and magazines must organize sections for criticism and bibliography in their
pages.

Critical-bibliographic sections of general political [;bshchepoliti-
chesk1yg7 central newspapers and magazines, besides critiques and biblio-
graphic notes on individual books, must systematically review literature
on the individﬁa_l branches of learning and .of science.

The editorial staffs of the i.‘ollowing theoreti&al and general politi-
cal magazines, must compile bibliographies and reviewsof literature alohg
with the publication of literary-critical articles end critiques, intended
for their reader;: Bol'shevik, Pod Znsmepem Marksizma, ¥ Pomoshch' Mark-
sistsko-Leninskomu Obragovenivu, Istorik-Marksigt, Istoricheskiy Zhurnel,
Prohl E iki, P N S N ]' , s ik Agi , Mi i
Khozyavstvo i Mirovaya Politika, Molodoy Bol'shevik. ‘

Republic, kray and oblast _newspaperé must regularly publish lists of

recommended books &nd articles ox; the most important literary works and

also ensure the reviewing of all itefature.fi‘_ém‘ jocal publishing houges..
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Branch newspapers and magazines must organize permanent critical-
bibl:légraphic sections and set up their work in such a manner that all
special literature coming out will have an evaluation in the pages of the
press. Reviews on the literature of each branch >or production must be
published not less than once each quarter. Branch newspapers and magazines
must regularly furnish lists of recommended reading for workers and engi-
neering-technical workers on the individual aspects of production and the
profes.sions and must furnish information on the most important of the for-
eign technical literature.

The Central Committee of the VKP(b) pointedv out the necessity for de-
veloping in every way possible, the bibliography of recommended [;eadingz
concentrating it in the following scientific institutions:

a. the Institute of Marx, Engels, Lenin -- Marxist-Leninist litera-
ture. IMEL must organize the compiling of bibliographies on all the social-
political literature: published in the country. The magazine Kniga i Pro-
letarskava Revolyutgiva is being transferred to IMEL and will be reorganized
into a bibliographic fortnightly, Mﬂ;‘kﬁiﬂwm_l‘mm;

b. the Institute of World Literature imeni Gor'kiy —- belles lettres.
The magazine Literaturnoye Obogzreniye is being transferred to the Institute
and will be reorganized into a bibliographic refei-enqe book of recommended

reading in 'be]_le' lettres;

c. the Academy of Sciences of the USSR -~ scientific and technical

lit;erature; ' )

. de . the All-Union Aéademy of Agricultural Scionces imeni Lenin —-- aghi-
cultural literature. The existing Vestnik Sel!skokhozyaystvennoy Litera-
tury will be reorganized into z; bibliographic maga‘ziné of recommended agri-
cultural literature, intended for the agro-technical a.nd farm personnel

of kolkhozes, sovkhozes, MIS, and the land organs.
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e. Narkompros of the RSFSR -- literature for teachers of schools and
VUZes, of students and pupils.

The bibliography of recommended reading for the branches of production,
must be concentrated in the central branch libraries of the Narkomaty.

The Central Committee obliged the editors-in-chief of the Narkomaty
to organize a bibliography of recommended reading for all technical lit-
erature in their own fields, and also a review of foreign ‘technical lit-
erature,

The All-Union Library imeni Lenin is responsible for working out lists. -
of recommended literature, intended for the masses of city and village
libraries. The magazine Chto Chitagt! is being transferred to the All~Union
Library imeni Lenin and will be reorganized into a fortnightly bibliography
of recommended reading for librarians of the masses of city and village
library-reading rooms.

In 1941, the Academy of Sciences of the USSR must undertake the pub—
lication of a fundamental work on all the basic fields of science and knowl-
edge entitled Kpiga o Knigakh.

It has been propeséd by decree of the Central Committee of the VKP(b)
to centralize all state register [Eosudars\‘.vennaya registratsionno-uchetnayJ
bibliography and press statistics in the All-Union Book Cﬁamber [Enizhmaya
palat§7. The Book Chamber is obliged to keep a completeArecord of the lit-

erature published during the Soviet regime.

From -- Partiynoye Stroitel'stvo, 1940,
No. 22, pp 62-64 -
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ON THE WORK OF RAYON NEWSPAPERS
it the Administration of Pro Agitgtio + K

The TsK of the VKP(b) has repeatedly pointed out that, on the basis
of concrete, immed_iate and comprehensible facts drawn from local practice
and from the life of its particular rayon, oblast; Nanki country, the task

of rayon newspapers is ‘to teach and to politically, educate the masses, to
organize them in the solution of the basks coni‘ronti-ng the rayon. Even
’today, during the Patriotic War with the German-fascist invaders, these
instructions of the TsK VKP(b) still retain their significance. The funda-
mental task of rayon newspapers is to inculcate in the workers a burning
hatred for the German-fascistsscoundrels who have encroached upon the life
and freedom of our motherland; to inspire our people in the Great Patriotic
War of liberation; to mobilize the workers in the fulfillment of the con-
crete tasks cohfronting the rayon in its active suﬁpc;rt. of the front. In
issue aftler issue, the newspaper must point out the way in the fulfillment
of the instructions of Comrade Stalin that. "our workers ;nd w};its collar

‘:v;t‘n'kers, men and women, work indefatigably in their eﬁterprises; that they

. give to the front more and more tanks, anti-tank rifles and cannons, air-
craft, guns Eus}ﬂc.i.z mortars, machine guns, .rifle;, military supplies

. [Eoyepripasxy_ H t.hat our kolkhozniks, both men and women, work indefatig-
afly in their fields and give the'i‘front and the c;)untry more and more
bread, meat, raw materials for i;xdustry; that the entire country and all
‘the. peoples of the USSR organize into a united war éazgp, and together with

) Lour'army and navy wage’ {he éreat war of liberation Tor the honor and free-
- :dom of our homeland, for the utter defeat of the German armies."
Ty =183 -

. gentsia, which has resulted in a reduction in the flow of letters to the

However, acquaintance with rayon newspapers indicates that many edi-
torial offices are still operating poorly. Newspapers inadequately pub-
licize repoz;ts on atrccif;ies of the German~-fascist monsters in the rayons
they temporarily occupy, on the pillége and destruction of our cities an;i
villages, on the acts of violence committed upon women and children.

‘ Newspapers are not mobilizing the workers for the fulfillment of the
concrete tasks confronting the rayon, the kolkhozes and the enterprises
in their active support of the fronmt. . -

Many newspapers ‘are almost entirely i‘ill'ed with material having no

bearing on the life of their particular rayons. Frequently entire issues

of rayon newspapers will be completely devoted to reprints from the oblast
and central press or will be filled with lengthy and boring articles con-
taining general abstract discourses on aid to the front. [Krticles 0n7 the
experience of leading enterpx.'ises and kolkhozes of the rayon do not appear
at all. Many newspapers erroneously discontinued the crii;.icism of short-
comings in the work of individual enterprises, kolkhozes, MISes, sovkhozes
and institutions.

‘Recently, the editorial offices -of rayon new.spapervs have weakened thei;'.

ties with correspondents from the workers, kolkhozniks and the intélli—

newspaper from the readers.

The Administration of Propaganda and Agit;atién of the TsK VKP(b) re~
quires editors c;f rayon newspapers toreliminate thelabove-mentilqnéd sh‘orvt-A
comings immediately and to reorganize the work of the editoria1> offiée in . |

compliance with wartime requirements.

According to a decree of the TsK VKP(b), all rayon newspapers: are

published in two type pages /polosy/. Undoubtedly the reduction<in: the.- -

- 184 -
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volume of newspapers complicates the work of the editorial office; how-
ever, as the experience of a number of newspapers has shown, it is pos-
sible to publish a good newspaper when doing so in two type pages. Along
with this letter, the Administration of Propagdnda is sending six issues
of the rayon newspaper Kommunigt, published in Voskresenskiy Rayon, Moskov-
skaya Oblast.

What characterizes this newspaper?

The newspaper is formed of local materials. Male and female kol~
khozniks, brigade leaders [Erigadiry7 » chairmen of kolkhozes, Stakhan-
ovites of enterprises and specialists are the a;xthors of the majority of
correspondence. Unlike. many other newspapers, the editorial office is not
tempted by reprints from the oblast and central press. The principal space
in the newspaper is occupied by a report on the experience of the best
people in the rayon, the leading kolkhozes and enterprises. The newspaper
criticizes shortcomings in the work of individual enterprises and thereby
helps them to set up their work in accordance with _.wartime requirements.

The editorial staff shows initiative in raising new questions; it
takes -up the initiative of the workers of the rayon, directed toward rais-
ing the:productivity of labor in evar).' way possibis and mobilizing the in-
ternal reserves of -enterprises and kolkhozes. On the newspaper, the Divi-’
sion for Information on the City and Village has‘ i)een well organized and
its themes are varied. .

All articles and-paragraphs in the newspaper are written in a simple
Russian idiom, accessible and intelligible to the -reader. The editors do
not- employ foreign' words unless it is necessary and do not permit shortened
words »of, any‘ type. As a rule, sentences compiled from the correspondence
‘are short and clear. ' N

The editgriqi office has succeeded in improying the format of the
ngwépaper; it economizes newspaper space, which is v'ery important in pub-

lishing a newspaper in two pages 53 dvukh polosakhz.

- 185 -

Editors of rayon newspaper can borrow a good deal from the experience of’
the Voskresenskiy newspaper Kommunigt. Let us examine the 25 January issue.

In the center of the first page, which calls on the rgaders to subor-
dinate all work to the interests of the front, is the important topic,
"Novlyanskoye Village [Eelp§7 the front." The chairman and a brigade
leader of a kolkhpz tell how the kolkhozniks of the Novlyanskoye Village
have aided the front and how they intend to increase th.is aid in the fu-
ture. The editorial staff supports the proposal of the Nov;lyanskiye kol~
khozniks in a leading atticle. It should be noted that the leading articles
of the Voskresenskiy newspaper are concrete, brief, and as a rule, addressed
directly to kolkhoznik, the worker, and the intelligentsia of the rayon.
Published on the same page is a 1et1A:er from a Stakhanovite with a proposal
on organizing the supervision by Stakhanovites of young workers newly ar-
rived in industry. Upon the initiative of the editors this letter was dis-
cussed at a meeting of senior Stakhanovite production men of Combine imen‘il
Kuybyshev. The initiative of the Kuybyshev people was subsequently taken .
up by workers in the other enterprises of the rayon.

In the next issue the newspaper rais‘es the question of uti-lizing'the
internal resources of the rayon. The follow}ihg persons made concrete
proposals on this.sub.ject: an engineer of Conibina imeni Kuybyshev, a fcre-r
man of the rayon industrial combine, & koikhoznik, and the ch;-xirmsr; of a
small industrial group‘ 5romyslovaya artélj. In their lettefs.thay wrc.te
of better utilizati.on of waste products‘,'more"efficisnt use of equipment,
restoration of dormant enterprises,’ ete, For two days the editors published
comments upon these suggestions._

In the third issue the editf:rs printed the simply-written accounts
of eyewitnesses to the atrocities of the fa‘scist‘ invaders in the Moshayskiy -

Rayon. A kolkhoznik of ‘the village Romantsevo i,’ F.-Maksimov, told of Hit<'

lerite abuses of the peaceful population, of the;German destruetio‘lji of:

| <o ‘ .- 186-
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many villages in the rayon. A housewife, Ye. Khlebnikova, wrote to the
newspaper concerning the brutal actions of fasﬁist soldiers. She had wit-
nessed cases in which Gemman robbers had lain an embush at wells and taken
boots, kerchiefs, buckets, etc., away from women who had come for water‘.
Cited in this same selection on the atrocities of fascist invaders, was a
statement drawn up by wounded Red Army men describing mistreatment of wounded
Red Army prisoners by the Hitlerite scoundrels.

The editors did well to publish this material on the foul and brutal
actionsof German soldiers and officers. However a shortcoming should be
noted -- the editors placed this vital selection at the very end of the
issue.

Shown on the first page of the third issue is-an interesting selec—
tion: "Emulate the EXperience of Leading Kolkhozniks." In their letters
to the newspaper, kolkhozniks tell how they are preparing for the spring
sowing, what measures they are planning for increa;ing productivity in or-
der to harvest more grain, vegetables, and potétoes for the front. A
brigade leader of the agricultural artel "Vpered k Sotsializmu" [EForward
t}: Socialismﬂ writes of how he had organized the c;llecﬁion of fertilizers;
a brigade leader oi“ the kolkhoz "Krasnyy Pakhar'" ["Red Plowman!/ shares
his ideas on ;Jleasurss for increasing the yield of vegetables.

In tl;e 30 January issue, the fourth issue, ‘i‘.he editors published, in
a;'ldition to comments upon letters percaini;'xg fo ﬁhe mobilization of inter—
nal resources, several brief letters from their resaders on the subject,
What I have done for the front." People from the'most diverse of profes-
sions related what concrete actions they had trakén -to aid the front. In
t;he leading article of the fourth issue, the newspaper called upon workers
' not o-niy t.o determine all inner potentiaities of. koikhozes and enterprises

of the rayon, but, what is more important, to master them more rapidly.

In the fifth idsue, the editors included letters from kolkhozniks of
the artel "Vpered" [‘_’Forwardﬂ7 concerning preparations for the spring sow-
ing. A kolkhoz chairman, a brigade leader, an accountant, and some kol-
khozniks made valuable proposals on this subject. Also wor_thy'o.f.‘ note in V
this issue is an article by a brigade leader ef Artel imeni 1 May entitled
"Jhat is new in our kolkhoz." In this article the author points out that
the kolkhoz possesses all the means necessary for producing much of which
had been imported from other areas anony] in peacetimg.

The example of this newspaper demonstrates that even on two pages the
life of a rayon can be well illustrated.

This does not mean, of course, that the newspaper Kompunist has no
shortcomings.

The major defect \;f the‘ newspaper Kommupigt is that, in being preoc-
cupied with economic problems, it fails systematically to raise questions
of the political education of .workers. A rayon newspaper must constantly
explain to the workers that the war against fascist Germany is a matter
of the life or death of the §ov;l.et state, the lii:_e or death of the peoples.
of the USSR, and a question of whether the peoples of the Soviet Union si:AalIi
be free of shall fall into ;alavéry. The Gerl'max'l-fascist scoundrels are pil-— ]
laging and ravz;ging our cities and ‘villages; killing and committing 'a-czfs )
of violence upon the peaceful inhabitants of our nation, 1‘101: sparing wo;nen,«
children, or the aged. The newspaper _K_rﬁuniﬁ publishes too little about

this. The newspaper's presentation of the heroic struggle of the Red Axﬁny’f:_

against the German-fascist invaders is also inad te; the con-

tains no letters from soldiers and commanders at the front and no ‘letters «

from relatives to the front.

The editorial staff of Kommunist is very much interested in problems

) of the agriculture of the rayon. This is fine. But the edi:to'r; ‘have in=.

sufficient ability to show how leading kolkhozes and snterppiseé_attain
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increasingly higher indices of their work. For example, in an article by

a kolkhoz board Eravleniy§7 chairman, A, Shilova, it was explained that

brigade leaders and squad leaders of this artel had prepared wagons, gear, .

and implements for the spring sowing, using only local materi;il for this
purpose. But how they achieved this and M other kolkhozes can adopt
from thep;is not evident from the letter. Had they gathered together the
experience of kolkhcz blacksmiths who repair agncultu.ral implements and
all their suggestions for the rationalization of the work process, it would
have been extremely valuable. -

The newspaper contains valuable ;etters concerning the mobilization
of the rayon's internal resources, but the majority of these letters have
a general character. For example, a letter of the chairman of the Artel
"2-Ya Pyatiletka" [FSecond Five~Year Plang reads as.i‘ollows:

"Our artel can produce a number of consumer goods from local raw ma—
terial and furnish increasingly more products to the front.

"There is a possibility of enlarging the saddler's shop and turning
out, at the very ieast, additional production worth 19,000 rubles."

The most important information, however - what kind of raw material,
what products would be turned out, how the shop would be enlarged -- does
not appear in the letter. It is clear that this decr»eases the value of
the letter. Letters on party themes a;go ‘suﬁ‘er from this shortcoming.

The themes of the leading articles in W are too monotonous.
'The newspaper writes primarily of administrative .aﬁ‘airs of the rayon.
This, of course, is narrm;nesa. One cannot na'glectjsuch vital topics as
the inculcation of patriotism and hatred for the Gez"‘mt.an invaders, the pro-
gress of the overall military training of the citizens of the USSR, care
for evacuated inhabitants, aid to the poptilatioh of liberated areas, care

for families of Red Army men, etc. Leading apticles on the following

—189_

party-political themes should appear regularly in the newspaper: the tasks
of local party and Komsomol organizations, admittance to the party, the
vanguard role of communists in the kolkhoz and enterbrise, the kcikhoz agi-
tator, work with the aktiv, general services of.the party [Fartiymye
Khozyaystvg7 etc, The number of leading articles on such important topics
as the following are totally inadequate: work of village soviets, schools,
theaters, village reading-rooms, libraries, clubs, the radio, hospitals,
cooperatives, various cultursl and welfare establishments, and problems

on planning and organization Zglagoustroystvg in the village and rayon
center,

Despite the shortcomings of the newspaper Kommunist, the Administra-
tion of Propagenda is of the opinion that this newspaper can in large
measure serve as a fine example for other rayon newspapers.

The Administration of Proi;aganda considers it necessary for every
rayon newspaper to contain the following materials,

Leading article. Every issue of the newspaper should contain a lead-
igg argcle based upon facts and examples drawn from the life of its rayon.

It should be written. in living language, comprehensible to readers and

addressed directly to the kolkhoznik, worker, and Soviet intellectudl. The ... -

leading article should not exceed 50-60 lines.

Aid to the fropt. This section should contain articles, colinnght's, and
letters from kolkhozniks, workers, specialists, and leaders of énterprise.s«
and kolkhozes of thg rayon concerning the‘work of plants, factoriés,land

kolkhozes on efforts to fulfill the plan, increase labor productivity, snd

strengthen labor discipline, on the mobilization -of internal reserves, b -

" inventions, suggestions for the rationalization of the work process and

maximum economy of raw material, fuel, etc. N
A basic task confronting every rayon today-is successful, frebsration

for the spring sow_ing. The. editors of a rayon newspaper must knoﬁ the -

r 2013/06/25 : CIA-
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K daily progress of prel.)aration for sowing in every kolk.hoz, sovkhoz, and

. MIS, gather together the experience of leading kolkhozes, and take up the
initiative of kolkhoz members in supporting the front in every way possible.
However one thing must be kept in mind -- that only when it goes -into each
matter in detail, will the newspaper be of service to the kolkhoz, sovkhoz,
and the MIS. If a newspaper contains a selection on the repair of tractors
or agricultural implements, this means that letters and comments should

‘ tell how labor should be organized in order to fu]i’i;ill the repair plan and
reduce its prime cost, how worn-out parts shoulc;//reconditioned, how to in-
crease the productivity of a machine tool, which suggestions for the ra-
-tionalization of the work process have been introduced, how to utilize local
resources, etc. It is necessary to strive so that every plow, every sowing
machine, and every tractor is in good repair and ready for the sowing. Nat=—
urally, only kolkhoz blacksmiths, tractor operators, repair workers, techni-
cians, and engineers_of sovkhozes and MIS can write of these matters with
knowledge of the subject. If the editors' plan includes such a topic as
the preparation of horses for spfing' sowing operations, then correspondence
must be a.ssembled concerning hoy fodder is prépared‘ in the kolkhoz, how
care of horses is{conducted, hp_u hérnessing is repeired and adjusted; how

" the best kolkhoz stable men Q})rk_, etc. .

A Basi_c shortcoming in m‘uch‘ of the corré‘spondence pertaiﬁing to ikol-
khoz preparatlons for spring sowing, is that t‘ney contain many generalities
and intangible pledges (We are preparlng the necessary quantity of ferti-
llzer,"v "Our b;'iggde.}{as a;sumed the obligation to repair implements on
time," "The kolkhoz'has a woricing plan for spriné sowing," etc.). Such
superficial correspondehce is not remembered and does not teach anyone any-
thing. To mdicate kolkhoz readlness for spring sowing means to tell how
the kplkhoz how completed grain deliveries and settled with the MIS for

payment in kind Z;aturoplatJ , how it has repaired agricultural implements

- 191 -
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‘Soviet state, and the peoples of the Sov.iet Union is being decided. ‘ The-.

and prepared the means of traction, yhat the quality of seed is and the
care for it, hoy cadres are being trained, and whether each person knows

his job, whether the maximum number of people have been freed for wri& in

productive brigades, whether a clear-cut workiﬁg plan for sowing ope'rations
oxists in the kolkhoz and how it has been formulated.

A newspaper must conduct a relentless battle against all disorgani-
zers on the homefront, against des&tera, panic-mongers and disseminators-
of rumors of very kind and must instill in the people confidence in our
victory over the enemy.

A rayon newspasper must regularly illustrate the progress of the general ‘
military training of citizens of the USSR.

At the same time, rayon newspapers must not disregard the discussion
of problems connected with the workers’ concern for everyday material condi-,
tions of lifg auch as the work of cooperatives, dining-rooms, medical in-
stitutions, clubs, reading-rooms, etc.

Newn of the progress of military activities. In each issue of the
newspaper the latest Sovin Q‘omburo @Wiet “Information Eu.rem7 report ;u;t_
be published along with the special i'eport's of this bureau entitled "V Boa-
ledniy Chas" ﬁiterally, the latest houx7 am observations (40-50 lines
long) éoncarning the heroic struggle of the Red Army against the Gemdz; -
:‘mvaéers. The newspaper should tell readers of the exploits of their cc;y.m_-
trymen fighting at the fronts; it should print letters from scldiers a.x':d;
commanders at the front to their relatives and letters from relatives tr;

the front.

The task of every rayon newspaper is to explain daily to the workar; )

the extent of the danger which threatens our nation. In the utr.uggie ag.‘ainst

our bitterest enemy — fascist Germany -~ the fate of our homeland, ‘the;
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newspapers should explain every day that the German scoundreis mean to seize
our lands, our grain, our petroleum, factories, A}ld pinnts, deuﬁroy the
.workers of our country, wipe out the national culture and State system of
the free peoples of the Soviet Union, restore the power of the landowners
and capitalists, and transform the workers, peasants, and Soviet intellec~
tuals into slaves of Geﬁan princes and barons. .

In issue after issue the newspapers should publish the accounts of
eye witnesses to t.he Hitlerite atrocities, along with statements and docu~
ments concerning the unprecedented outrages and i:lundering comitted by
the Germans who have occupied Soviet areas. The rayén newspaper should
imtﬂl hatred for the German-fascist invaders and muster all the strength
"of the people for the defeat of the enemy.

In publishing material on the successes of the Red Army, newspapers
should bear in mind the prescript of Comrade Stalin, that "it would be in-

le shortsighted to rest content with the success achieved and

to believe that we are finished with the German troops.” Newspapers should
- constantly explain to the workers that there are still nany difficulties
ahead and that in order to ’be‘ completely victorj.oug over fascist Germany
and to drive the Cerman invaders from all the Soviet land, it is necessary
to double our etf;::rts in the task of aidh;g the front.
- Rariy life. The basic content of material on party topics is a demon-
atraéion of the work of local pe.rtyand Komsomol orzanizations, the vanguard
. tole of comwunists in production, and their skill in legding the masses
end explaining the polfcy of the party.
Information. The newspaper ;.hcn.tld .contain a division entitled "Po
'Nushuu Rayuni“l'ln our rayon_/ In «,hil division brief news items concern-
ing the life of the rayon should be puh]ilhed.
Each.issue must contain 2-3 briei‘ T4SS % »uelegrn;s on the most important

events with the comniry erd 2-3 7. ASS lelegrams on the most imporiant

193 -

international events. As a rule, a total of 50-70 lines of brevier should
be allotted to Union and foreign information. .

The strictest economy of newspaper space should be“oblerved, €egey
reJection of cumbersome "shapki® ﬁiterally, "caps" possibly haadlinej7
strivi.ng to set the type closer together 5oleye plotnoy vorltkj? » etc.

A1l efforts of newspaper editors are to be subordinated to interests
of the front and tothe tasks of organizing the defeat of the German-fascist
invaders. Newspapers must explain daily to the workers the danger which
threatens our nation; it must help them to overcome apathy and complacency
and develop Soviet patriotism; inculcate hatred for the German invaders
and help the workers be prepared to devote all their efforts toward the

defeat of the enemy.

From — Administration of Propaganda
and Agitation, TskK VEP (b)
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ON THE WORK OF WAR CORRESPONDENTS- AT _THE FRONT

The right to have p 11 pondents at the front, as pointed
out in the regulation, is reserved to: the Sovinfi)mhuro*, TASS, the All-
Union Radio Committee, and the editorial staffs of the newspapers: Pravda,
Jzvestiva, Kraanava Zvesda, Kraanyy Flot, Stalinskiy Sokol, and Kemsomol'-
akaya Pravda.

* The Sovinformburo was created in the first days of the war. It reported

daily concerning the course of military operations on the fronts, publish-

"0t Sovetskogo Informburo" [I.‘rom the Soviet ,,Infomburg7

Republic and oialau;‘ newspapers are authorized to have their own cor-
respondents on the front qn}y if the military operations occur in the ter=-
ritory of the given republic or oblast'. _<

‘IfTis noted in the regulatio;: that ménb;re and candidates of the
VKP(b)) members of V'L.KSM, and non-Party members ihav;lng experience in jour-
x.mli.at‘ and having the minimum military knowledge necessary for work at the
front, can be war correspondents.

ALl pemn.ant war correspondents are snterged ‘on the rolls of the Red
Army (Navy). -

ts are responsible for providing the press and radio

War corr
with war information and material, as follows: -

a) the war experience of units, soldiers and cbmanding officers of
the Red Amy (Navy) in the Patriotic War of the Soviet Union against the
German-fascist invaders, and experience of parti political work in the units

of the:Red Army;

b) assistance from the population near the front to the military opera-
tions of Red Army units;

¢) the atrocities, plunderings, and violence of the German fascist
-invaders upon the peaceful populations of the regions occupied by them,
and the annihilation by them of Soviet war prisoners.

An important task of the war correspondents is the portrayal of people
at the front -- the soldiers and commanding officers of the Red Army (Nuvy),
their mastery of military techniques and combat tactics, their initiative,
military skill and strategem in battle with the enemy, their hatred for
the German-fascist invaders, their perseverence, selflessness, and dis-
cipline in carrying out the orders of the command.

Correspondents of Sovinformburo, in addition, are responsible for daily
information on the situation at the front and the operations of units in
decisive directions and se:,:tora of the front,

The war correspondent is bound:

a) to show maximum personal initiative in the fulfillment of the tasks -
assigned to him, to be directly in the units (chasti) and large units (so-
yedineniya) of -the Red Army (Navy) constantly and to tireleuly work on
the expansion of its military training; ’

b) to extensively enlist the participation ;':f soldiers, comaﬁding
offlcers, and political workers of the Red Army (Navy) in the presa or: -radio;. ‘
¢) to guard a military secret strictly; X

d) by their condxict at the front, they are to be mdels ofl &iscipline,‘
bravery, and tirelessness in work; they are to staunchly and bravely, endu.re
all obstacles and hardships of front life and to be ready at any m*'-ute
for participation in a battle, if the situation so requireu.

War correspond are resp: J.ble for their work to the editorial staff .
of the newspaper, to the Sovinformburo, TASS, and the Radio Cmmittae, T

are accountable to them,
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Daily g ot of war corr pondents is carried out by the editor
of the newspaper (Sovinforipuro, TASS, Radio Gomnittee) directly or through
divisions for life at the fromt.

The editorial staffs, Sovinformburo, TASSe and the Radio Committee
periodically swmmon their correspondents from the front for instructions

and for a report on their work.

P t war correspondents, members and candidates of the JXPJ (M),
and members of VLKSM are registered in a party or Komsomol organization
of the Political Administration of the fronmt.

Political organs, commissars of units and large units and commanding
officers of the Red Army (Navy) give every kind of assistance possible to
war correspondents in their work:

a) they systematically acquaint the correspondents with the situation
at the front, with the course of military operations of the units and large
units within limits, not divulging the distribution of the units and the
future plans of the command, hi;Qy help them in selecting the units and large
units 1:0‘ be visited, and also in the selection of people who can be enlisted

for newspaper work;

b) they acquaint the correspondents with d t® which are of inte-
rest to the press and radio, and which do not divulge a military secret;
¢) they help the correspondents in their movengnts along the front

and in their communication with their own organizations.

ON THE TASKS OF RAYON, OBLAST, KRAY, AND REPUBLIC NEWSPAPERS IN CONNECTION
WITH THE HARVESTING OF CROPS AND PROCUREMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS IN 1942

July 1

The successful harvesting of crops and fulfillment of theplans for
procurement of agriculture products, is today-one of the most important
military and economic tasks of all 3oviet and party organi:-ationu; ko]:khozs.:,
sovkhozes, and MTS for a quick defeat of the German~fascist invaders. In
the solution of this problem a major role must be played by our press —
the rayon, oblast, kray, and republic newspapers. »

Harvesting is extremely complicated work on which much labor is ex-
pended. It can be carried out?iuceeumlly as the spring sowing only so
ong as all agricultural workers, every village communist and Komsomol mem—
ber, every male and fmler kolkhoznik, and MTS and sovkhoz worker exert?
even more effort and worksindefatigably in the field, and so loné' ‘as Soviet:
and party organizations and leaders of kolkhozes, sovkhozes, an&‘Hi‘S do .
not allow laxity of pgrpos; and organization in harveaf:él.!ig :qperati(;m‘f'

Tl;e mobilization of all forces for f;}ze successful harvesting of the’
orop and the fulfillment of agricultural: ptocuxjénent plans canatittitslu__ at -

this time one of the most important tasks of our entire press.

Acquaintance with the newspapers indicates, however, thét not, 11.1‘ ddi-:’

tors huve comprehanded the excaptional significance of a timely and suc-
cesaful harvest and -of -the lrocurenent or agrioultural products during this
year. For example, the newspaper Krasnaya Mordoviva was extrenely lute

in beginning its discussion of questions pertaining to harveuting prepara-
tions. During June and the beginning of July the newspaper : printed dnost
nothing on this subject. On 30 July the newspaper publilhed a le ding ar—- ..°.

ticle concerning the results of. the Mordovsldp.Oblast Pnrty Gomittee plemm,
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which assessed the results of the spring sowing and the tasks of the harvest
and procurement of agricultural products. In tyis article, entitled "The
U;-gent Task of the Party Organization in Mordvinia," the newspaper falled
to mention a word about the impending harvest.

The Kuybyshevskaya Oblast newspaper Yolzhakava Kompupa depicts the
course of harvest preparations in a one-sided manner., The newspaper writes
a comparatively large amount about the repair of combines, but very little
and rarely about progress in the repair of simple harvesting machines and

_ hbfd -implements. On 4 July the newspaper published a short article on the
kolkhozes "Krasnaya Dubrova" and "Volya," which stated that these kolkhozes
had not begun the repair of simple harvesting machines and the stock of
transportation [;quipnenﬂ . This was an alam siénal. However, the news-
paper did not draw any conclusions for itself.

Stalingradskays Pravda, was also weak in its discussion of the progress
of harvesting. Many kolkhozes and sovkhozes of Stalingradskaya Oblast had
already begun the harvest. From the very first days the newspaper should
.ha.v_e. indicated how thé hgrveut was organ;lzed, wh?thér a selective harvest
‘was' being conducted, how working forces and machinery were utilized for

‘the harvest, whether all hq_rvéating machines were being utilized, what short-

comings there were in the organization of harvest operations, .and what should

be adopted from the experience of leading kolkhozes,.sovkhozes, and MIS.

’ Instead of an all-inclusive illustration of the experience of the first

- days of the harvest, Stalingradskava Pravda limited itself to brief informa-

tion reports oh where the harvesting had begun, how much had been harvested,

and how many grain-reaping machines had been put into operation. On 3 July

the newspaper published a leading article entitled ’I,&ilize Harvesting Forces

Efficiently," in which the following was written:

#In Kharabalinskiy, Yenotayevskiy, Leninskiy, Sredne-Akhtubinskiy,
and Kotel'nikovskiy Rayons the harvesting of the winter crop is late; this
is the result of d:relict;on in the planning of work and the placement of
forces."

It is impossible to learn from the newspaper precisely what derelic-—
tions in the planning of operations and utilisation of forces are occurring_;\"
in these rayons. Such superficisl criticism cannot be of any use.

The above-mentioned shortcomings also occur in a number of other news-
papers. Newspapers continue to allot inadequate space to information on
agricultural topics and are frequently late in bringing to light the most

important problems of preparation for and conducting harvesting operations.

Reports on the first days of the harvest bear a primarily informational

character. Often newspapers merely record facts without probing deeply

into questions on the organization of harvesting operations; they are un-
able to give an intelligible account of the positive experience of harvest-
ing so that others might obtain useful information from this experience

for thgmuelves. Many newspapers fail to note in ti:te the most serious
shortcomings in the organization of harvesting oi:gr;ti.om in kolkhozes,
sovkhozes, and MIS, such as the prolongation of the harvest, the inade-
quate use of draught animals and simple harvesting machinery, and disregard-
ing manual harvesting. )

Newspapers should boldly and reqo}utely criticize those who fmstz.'ate'
the successful completion of harvesting hperatiéaé and violate legally~
egtablished time-schedules for the de;ivefy of grain to the Sfate.

In thé:Lr discussj;on ofithanvesting preparations and hawel#ing; news-
papers should focus their attention on the following questions: ' readying
combines, tractors, and simple harvesting machines on time; enanrixl:g thei.r"u“

})nmterrupted opex:ation during the harvest; utilizing all simple harvesting -
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machines and hand implmeqts for the harvest; fuel economy; recruiting all
kolkhozniks, and sovkhos workers, without exception as well as the able-
bodied population r:;f cities and rural areas, and studentsibr the harvest;
proper organizing of labor at the harvest and proper placement of people
- in the field; organizing socialist competition for completing harvesting
"in a short time and without waste, and for pre-sahedule fulfillment of all
obligntions to the State.

The repair and readying of harvesting mchine/a on time is an extremely
important condition for the successful accomplishment of the harvest. There-
fqre all newspapers should give very serious consideration to discussing
the progress of readying combines, tractors, simple harvesting machines,
threshing machines, locomobiles, and motor vehicles. The object is to en-
sure that every combine, every tractor, and every machine is utilized with
the maximum of efficiency. Newspapers should put special emphasis on qual-
ity in the repair of harvesting machines. }

Completely readying harvesting machines for the harvest means not only
repairing them on time and satisfactorily, but als; creatiné the conditions
for ntiliéing the maximum capacity of each combine, tractor, and simple
harvesting machine in field operations so that no harvesting machine will
remain idle in the field because of technical difficulties. In this con=~
nection newup'aperé should publish a mmber‘ of correspondence items on how

M’J.‘S and sovkhozes are preparing mobile workshops, whether they are staffed
with qualified repa‘ir ;:orkers, and whether they havé a tool outfit, spare
parts and materials required for the technical maintenance and repair of
harvesting machines in the field, as well as. fuel supplies and fire-
:,pr‘evention facilities. -

) In the days remaining before the mass hlrvest L-newspapers ehould7

" expediently publish.leading articles and selections.on subjects such as

the fol}pwing: put harvesting machines and hand ;melulents into complete

S - 201 -

readiness; staff all combine units with combine-operators and tractor-
operators; set up mobile workshops for the repair and technical maintenance
of combineu and tractors in the field. At the same time Zz.mwppapera shoul.ﬂ7 ‘
expediently publish a number of articles on the advice of.speciulia,tu, for
example, how to equip the mobile workshop; how to adapt mowing machines

to the harvesting of gruini how to adaptiia combine and thrashing 5&chine
to harvest and thresh sunflower seeds, millet, bﬁckvheat, false flax, muu-‘

tard seed, ioya, and grass seed; [Eow t97 equip a combine with a grain

separator, straw shockers, and attacl ts for harvesting lodged grain,
etc.

Industrial enterprises of cities can render great assistance to MIS
and sovkhozes in preparing for and conducting harvesting operations. Newa-
papers should in every way possible support the initiative of industrial
enterprises in establishing imtronaga @hef:tvd_ over MIS and sovkhozes‘;‘
they should be organizers of this activity and widely publicize those en-
terprises which, without hindering the fulfillment of military orders, pro-
vide the MTS and Sovkhozes needing them with repair workers —- forge workers, .
fitters, lathe operators, welders —- as well as engineers and mechanics,
surplus equipment, inutrumeﬁts, spare parts, and materials.

Newspapers must put lavgg:l.ng MTS, kolkhozes, and sovkhozes under public
control, uncover the real causes of their laggardness, by capable advice .
help them to correct the:Lr work, and resolutely expose negligent uorkers.
An illustration of the experience of leading MTS, sovk.hozes, and kolkhozeu
which have successfully carried cut hervest preparations should occupy a ‘

large space in every newspaper.

A working plan for harvssting muat be drawn up in every kolkhos, sov- U o

vkhoz, and MTS., Newspapers shnuld not only see to 1t that these plans are

drawn up before the commencement of the hervest ’ bu should render skﬂlfull

auistanca in drafting thqn. ’
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Special efficiency is i‘eqhiz;ed of each newspaper in giving unt;ccount
! - e

* :of the progress of the harvest. All the following subjects must beyconstant

‘ ‘Vr'esponsibility of eve;'y newspaper: - i:ow labor at the harvest is organized;
whether selective harves{:ing is performed as the.crops mature on the various

. ‘plots of land; whether sheaves are bound and stacked immediately after the

.. éutting of the grain; whether the ears are raked, selected, and stacked;

* whether the straw from under the combines is stacked and chaff collected
for use as cattle fodder; how the threshing, accounting, and storage of
grain.is organized; whether seed plots are apportioned in all kolkhozes
and sovkhozes; whether the condition of the seeded area on them is checked;
how the harvesting, threshing, and storage of the crop from the seed plots
is organized; whether theestablished order of storing seed supplies is being
observed etc.

In each editorial office of a newspaper, a plan should already be drawn
up for giving an account of the progress of the harvest; this plan should
be discussed at the conferences of the authors' aktiv of the newspaper.

- In 1_;he plan for leading urt:lclves» and selections, it is advisable to include
) the ft;llowing-themes' A

complete the harvesting in a very short time, harvest grain and spike
&olosovyyﬂ crops in no more than3 working days; complete the harvest of
‘mil_l.lgt and bean crops in 20 working days; harvest sunflower seeds in 15
"uorking days; complete the harvest of flax, mustard seed, and false flax
:i.n 10 working days; do not wait for the entire cfop to mature, but conduct
a selective harvest; for cutting of grain use mowing-machines; employ manual
ixai-veati(ng’ more extensively; every combine and simple harvesting machine
‘ sixoui.d Bperate at least 16 hours a day; carry out the proper technical main-
tenz;nce of combine units; mobile workshops at the harvest; do not leave un- »
.atacxed grain in the ‘fields; accomplish the harvesting without waste; begin

£he threshing of the crop no later than f:l.ve days after beginning the cutting;

every threshing machine must work not less than 20 yours a day; organize

a thorough accounting and reliable storage of the grain; iron discipline

of labor is tf:e most important condition for the success of the harvest 3
selfless labor at the hax"vest is the best aid that can be given’to the front;
during wartime each person must do the work of two or three.

As distinguished from past years, this year horses and manual labor,
must be employed extensively along with combines. Newspapers must explain,
this to all kolkhozniks, sovkhoz workers and agricultural workers, 8o that
each one will understand that, unless horaes-and manual labor are used ex-
tensively from the very beginning of the grain-cutting, the harvest ZZEhof/nly
be unduly prolonged, but might even fail. Newspapers should publish a
number of leading articles and selections on this theme, for example: put
all grain reapers, reapers, horse-drawn threshing machines, gear 5rivoﬂ7 >
hay-mowers, and locomobiles in full working order; make certain that every
sovkhoz and kolkhoz contains a sufficient quantity of scythes and siéklss;
determine in advance in every kolkhoz field brigade and squad which kolkhoz~
niks will perform the horse-driven harvesting and which the harvesting by
scythes and sickles; employ horse and manual harvesting extensively frcm
the very start of the grain-cutting; promptly train young kolkhozniks.en-
listed in the harvesting f_or the first time and the people mobilized from
cities; make ﬁxll)and proper use of horses, oxen, cows, and steers in the
hgrvestigg and transport of agricultural products; do not permit personal
irresponsibility in the use of draught animals in harvesting; orgaﬁizatiox;'.
of transport }brigades in kolkhozes and sovkhozes; ready transportation
equipment and harness on time == carts, wagons, collars, yoke_s, etc.

Newspapers should give serious attention to questions of fuel ecom;m}

.duttpg harvesting. "The front needs fuel. Save every drop!" -~ upder sucim'
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a slogan newspapers must organize the struggle for the strictest economy
of petroleum products, against the wasting of fuel and against the consump-
tion of gasoline for anything unnecessary outside.of harvesting operations,
and must expose those who are slovenly, wasteful aﬁti‘ do, not conserve fuel.
A special leading article should be devoted to this theme as well as a num-

’ b‘er of articles on the advice and statements of brigade leaders, tractor
opnr'at‘ora, .and heads_ of MTSA and sovkhoz potroleumﬁ managements. By citing
two MTS '(o;xs backward andfone advanced) as examples, it is possible to
demonstrate conclusively how fual should not be consumed and how it can
and should be conserved. Newspapers should focus special attention upon
the use of gas-generating tractors in harv‘est:l.ng.

" A tremendous exertion of all of our efforts and full utilization of
all able-bodied inhabitants of villages in field operations are necessary
in order to harvest this year's rich crop speedily and without loss. Every
.dl;y! every hour, and, consequently, every worker, is valuable in the har-
vesting. Newspapers must explain this to all kolkhoz, sovkhoz, and MIS
leaders and to all village laborers so that all kolkhoz members -- male
and_ female -- young people, all workers and white éal];,ar workers of §
sovkhozes and members of t_heir families, as well as the entire able~bodied

# population who are not kolkhozniks but who reside c;nbkolkhozes and on
__advkhnz territory may be utilized in the harvesting. Today, in time of

‘_; Qar, when the- fate of our homeland is being decided, idll_:eness cannot be
tqlerated. Newspapers should explain that the succu;ssml accomplishment

“of the' ht;rvast f:his year is oﬁe of the conditions-for the earliest posaible
)defeat of the German fascist invaders. Working indgfatigably on the harvest

. ‘r‘rom dawn to dusk is the sacred duty of every koikhoz member, MTS and sov-
_khpi worker, and all those enlisted in agricultp.raioj;erations. Our entire

"';An'eus must broadly portray kolkhoz members diligenfl_y working in the field

-2q5_

as true patriots of our homeland and must expose slackers and work-shirk-
ers. Now, as never before, the most rigid labor discipline is necessary
in each kolkhoz, sovkhoz, and MIS.

Newspapers should explain the harvest wage aysi:‘un and the inceniives
established for kolkhozniks working in the harvesting and transportation
of agricultural products as well as the incentives established for combine
and tractor. operators, operators of tractor seeders 5ritsepsh'chiki7 and
servicemen Z;npravshchiki for good harvesting.

As a result of the successful fulfillment of the spring sowing plam,
our harvesting areas have increased considerably this year, while the num=- -
ber of workers in the villages, the number of machines and the number of
draught ‘antmals have decreased in connection with the war. This creates
certain difficulties in harvesting and the city must come to the aid of
the village. City and oblast newspapers must explain to their readers that
unless the city population participates extensively in the harvesting opera=
tions we cannot successfully cope with the harvest. Newspuperu should pub-

lish a number of articles contgining correspondence on the progress of mo-.

bilizing and supplying able-bodied persons from the city along with sfv.}d,ents s

mobilized for harvesting operations, to the appi‘apriate ko].k.hqzea, and sov-
khozes; correspondence on their assignment in the kolkhozes and sovkhozes
to brigades, tga‘ms [;vem7 and sectors ﬁchaatoﬂ as well as ;m how kol-
khozes, - sovkhozes, and M‘TS are attending to the living co‘m}i}tione of the
city dwellers who have arrived. 'The system of wages _for the eity people
mobilj.éed for agricuifural work must be esxplained. ’
Newspapers should devote very serious attention to the fight - against
losses in the harvesting of crops, Matérial on this subject should appear ’
on the pagesA of each newspaper until the end of all hawesting operat:@.;)na_,
and should ocecupy a central position in the pian of work of the ed;:tbrih]: -
office. The qulicail:ion of leaﬂiné articles and - selections on th;eg— auci:

as the following should be provided for. .
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Complete the harvest quickly and without loss; "Harvesting is a sea-
sonal act:b.rity and it does not like to wait. Harvesting on time wins; delay
in barvesting loses" (I, Stalin); the loss of every pood of grain in the
ha'rvest is a crime against the homeland; [Ehe successful harvesting o£7
of “grain is a blow against the enemy. The forms for presenting the mate-

7 riéi may be greatly varied -- advice of specialists; statements of kolkhoz
chairmen, brigade leaders, combine operators, 'thra;ahing-machine operators,
-grain haulers, etc.; an account of the work of two kolkhozes showing how
grgin should, and should not, be harvested so as to avoid loss; letters
from compatriots on the war fronts with an appeal to perform the harvest
successfully, etc. The advice of specialists can, for e;rample, develop
the following themes: how to avoid loss in harvesting with combines;
losses in the threshingd grain and how to counter them; cost of one day's
losses in the harvest; why it is necessary to conduct a selective harvest
without waiting for the entire crop to mature; how much grain can be lost
if no raking of the spikes is carrgwd out; how to avoid loss of grain during
its transportation; how threshing floors, granaries, closed sheds for the
drying of grain, and vevgetsbleb and potato, storage houses should be prepared;
how to consﬁruct drying plants, how.to adapt places for the drying, thresh-
ing, and storage of crops. ‘Ne“;spapers‘should widel;yr publicize the leading
.kolkhoz members anﬁ MIS and sovkhoz workers who take the public welfare

. tohl‘xeart and spare no efforts to complete a harvesii of high quality in a

’ very short time; they must resolutely criti.ciz‘e careless workers who per-

mit# losses during harves{‘.ing.

C Material on the protection of crops from fire, theft, andspoilage should

also occupy an important place in newspapers. It is necessary to heighten
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the revolutionary vigilance of male ané fem‘alg kolkhoz members .and<all angi-
cultural workers in every way possible. In addition to the pub;icatioi{
of special leading articles on this theme, it is expedient to print a number.
of articles containing advice on themgé such as the following: how to pro-
tect kolkhoz grain from fire; how to protect grain-and Sther agricultural
products from spdilage; how vegetables and potatqas';hoilld i:e stored; how
the accounting and protection of grain should be organized at all stages
of agricultural operations. ‘
The delivery of agricultural products to the State must be carried
out simultaneously with harvesting. Articles and correspondence such“as
the following should be published in the newspapers on this theme: the )
fulfillment of pledges to the state is the first order of every kolkhoz;
the transportation of grain and other agricultural products to elevators
and procurement points is to begin in kolkhozes and sovkhozes from the first
day of harvesting; the plan for delivgry of grein, industrial crops, potatoes,
and vegetables to the state must be hﬂ.fi]_led on schedule; let us create a
Red Army grain fund out of the 1942 harvest; promptly turn in the payment
in kind for the work of MIS; organize. the drying of grain in kolkhozes and '
sovkhozes on time; put elevators and procurément ﬁoix?ts‘in,complete readi-
ness. ' .
Newspapers should ex'plain the particularly great significanca.of the
prompt fulfillment by kolkhozes and eovllchozes of plans for delivery of grain,
industrial crops, potatoes, and vegetables to. the state this year. It‘ is ’
necessary to encourage in every way possible the pré—sqk—xedule fulfiliment -
by kolkhozes and sovkhozes of their pledges to the :state, to criticize -, ’
resolutely those leaders \{ho drag out gleliverigs, s.nd to expose gnti'—g_c;gvern-.

ment tendencies aimed at disrupting state proéurements.
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The more extensively socialist competition is developed in kolkhoz
and sovkhoz fields, tg::zcoeumuy wlll the harvesting be accomplished.
In response to the 1 May decree of the People's Commissar of Defense, Com-
rade Staiin, tons of thousands of kolkhozniks, MTS and sovkhoz workers have
entered the A1l-Union Socialist Competition for Ijlig_h Crop Yields and Fur-
ther Growth of Animal H!isbandry, have assumed concrete obligations, and
are successfully fulfilling them. The task of nswpap&s et present is
to 4dev":olop socialist competition in rural areas still more extensively;
to draw into it all kolkhozes, sovkhozes, and MTS; all teams, brigades,
un;i harvesting units, and all kolkhozniks and MIS and sovkhoz workers. News—
papers must strive so that each sociallst competition participant willas-
sume concrete obligations in harvesting and in the fulfillment of agricul-
tural procurement plan and must check on their fulfillment. A particularly
large space in the newspaper is to be devoted to propaganda of the work
experience of outstanding participantaafo? socialist competition-the best
:.:ombina and tracil'.or‘operators, repairmen, threshing machine operators,
haulers, mowefs, etec. Participakts in socialist competition themselves
shiould beenlisted as authors of articles and correspondence on the progress
of the competition. _
EVery newspaper should ingert on its pages-a "Plaque of Homor of Out-
standing Pet;ple in Agricultural Competition"' an;i a section, "Tribune for
- the Exc‘hange of Work Experience in Harvesting."
7 Newspapers must also devote serious attention to giving an account
,»ia,f."the experience of party—politi‘cal work in harvesting and the experience
‘qf the work of MIS and sovkhoz polif?ical secti:ons:» Oblast newspapers must

regularly publish material to assist the village agitator and illustrate

" on their pages the éxperience of agitation work in the field.
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A great number of youth, including minors, will be engaged in this
year's harvesting. In this connection, newspapers should g:iva wide cover-
age ‘on their pages to the participation of youth in harvesting operations
and also to the role of Komsomol organizations in the harvesting. Mate-
rial should be published regularly on the experience of the mass-political
work of kolkhoz Komsomol organizations and the guidance of the work of the
Komsomol organizations by the party rayon committees, especially in those
kolkhozes where there are no local pait& organizations. Leading '_Konlo_mol
workers should be enlisted as authors of articles and correspondence.

Newspapers should not neglect problems ;n the care of the cultural
and living conditions of workers in the field (organizations for field camps,
children's nurseries, etc.)

In all their work of reporting the progress of the preparation and
accomplishment of harvestix-:g and procurement of agricultural products, news—
papers must be guided by the decree of the Council of Peoples! Commissars
USSR and Central Committee VKP(b), entitled "On the Harvesting.and. Procure-
ment of Agricultural Products in 1942." This decree is the Bols_l;éyvik(pro-
gram developed for the organization of harvesting operations »fozL all g;oviet,
party, and Komsomol organizations, all kolkhozes, .sovkhozes, and MI"S,VIax_ld
also for our entire press. "Today there is no more important and horiorable V
task for village communists, Komsomol members, male and faul;kblkhoz ;lé!n-
bers, MIS and sovkhoz workers and for all those enlisted .in agricults al ‘
work," the decree states, "than the mobilization of all forces fozj'{: v‘p;r'olpt
execution of the decisive operations in agriculture — the prgpar;tinn,. ..
barvesting, and fulfillment of ‘pledges to the state, in order .vtlhereby to.
provide the nation and the Red Army with an adequate supply of agr}cultui'fal” \ ‘

» and republic newspaper in the negrbfe'\:: ;n'on ihs. B

From -- Upravleniye } E;ppggg;_@y i‘Agitatu:ii‘ i
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ON THE SHORTCOMINGS OF NEWSPAPERS IN GIVING AN ACCOUNT OF
THE WORK OF INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES

Letter of the Administration of Propaganda and Agitation of the

IsK VEP(b) %o All Fditors of City, Oblast, Krav, and Republic

Newspapers (Merch 1943)

City, oblast, kray and r.epublic newspapers-play an important role in
the organization of socialist competition in indhstr& and the improvement
of the work of enterprises. Although noting the poéitive work of the press
in this field, the4Administrution of Propaganda and Agitation of the TsK
VKP(b) considers that the influence of newspapers on the work of enterprises
is still extremely inadequate.

The principal defect of newspapers is that the work of industrial en-
terprises is discussed superficially, without skill, without deep analysis
of the state of affairs at enterprises.

Let us cite several examples, chu;acterizing the superficial inter-
pretation of the work of industry by our press.‘ .

The nawspsl‘aer WMWregorted'the following
on 10 February. .

"The smj)loyees of the plant where Comrade Sh;rnv is the director and
Comrade Yevseyev is the party organizer of the TsK VKP(b), promised to pro-
duce 125 tons of defense production above the ﬁlan, to overfulfill the plan
for productivity of labor by fix}e percent, to save 20 tons of fuel oil, )
60,000 kilowatt hours of electric power, one ton of lubricating oil, and
50 tons of non-ferrous metals. 7

In January, the workers of the plant fulfilled the monthly program

by 105.8 percent,'prodﬁcing 134 tons of products above the plan. The task

for productivity of labor was fulfilled by 104.8 percent. The following
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savings were made: electric power -—- 60.1 thousand kilowatt hours, fuel
0il =- 52.3 tons, lubricating oil = 1,28 tons, non-ferrous metals -- 50
tons. Nineteen workers were instructed in the Stakhanovite methods of ;Lnbor. '
Forty-four new workers were trained. Forty-six suggestions for the ration-
alization of the work process were collected.

The workers of the plant continue to work rhythmically, and are every
day overfulfilling the plan of product.ion for the front ." (No 33).

The Kirovskaya Oblast newspaper wrﬁte the vfollowing.

"The employees of TETs L}-ieating and Power Station7 No 1 are working
in a disgraceful manner. ., TETs is deficient by a large amount every day
in its delivery of electric power to the enterprises and public services
institutions of Kirov. The period for putting the Kirovo:'“ehepetskiy TETs
into operation has been delayed.

Is it that directors of the power station don't understand in what
a responsible sector they are located? The poor work of the electric power
station has an effect on the work of all enterprises working for the front, .
for the motherland. » ' '

We can no longér tolerate the poor work of the eiectric power station."

(Kirovskays Pravds, No 286).

Wherein lies the deficiency of these accounts? First of all, not oim
of them contains an analysis of the work of the enterprises. In the first
account they speak of the successes. of a single plant, but there is not a
word about how the successes were achieved. In the secox;d account- they
speak of the poor work of the Kirovskaya Oblast electric power plant; :1'1‘96:'- '
ever, the reader remains in the dark as ‘to the nature of. short-comin"ga ‘in‘:

the work of the .electric power station and what measures _ar;z ‘neces‘s‘ar}'tp

eliminate these shortcomings. . Such newspaper articles teach industrial

workers very 1ittle.
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The examples cited above are not rare. 4 gréat proportion of the ma-
terial published by newspapers on industrial questions has an informational
character. Thus, for example, the ﬁewspuper W, except
for t.};e articles of the Kuzukhutanﬁkiy Telegraph Agency, contains almost

nothing on the work of the coal induptry.- The newhpapar reports only re-

sults and does not go into the heart of the matter of work in the coal in-
Quitry; it does not explain the reasons for the success of some mines and
the backwardness of others.

Newspapers, of course, must publish information reports on industry.

trate all work in this field on

However, it is wrong to pap
-information.

A sup;rficial approach by newspapers in their interpretation of work
in enterprises often results in a neglect of the most important industrial

problems.

In reality, how can one explain the fact that the majority of news-

papers until recently almost completely ignored questions of power engineer-

iﬁg‘? Tt.is no secret that in a mumber of cases the lack of electric power

1limits the work of ‘tﬁe most important enterprises. - If newspaper workers

would try to investigate this, if they would visit electric power stations,
;. they would understandbthat the answer lies not only.in the insufficient

capacity of the electric power stations, but to_a significant degree in

“the fact that many of them dp' not have the proper order and discipline,

that the ruleg of technical operation are not-ibserved, the repair of equip~
P 'mgnt 5:5 neglected, and that electric power sta’clions/ are not supplied with
“f.l‘:ei. ‘Nevspapers could give great assistance to our enterprises, if they
“,“_gould r:siae ‘all these questions pointedly and bg t;hi:e. They could accom-

. fplish a grsat- deal for the cause of saving electric power. It is well-

fmowp ‘that electric power is consumgd wastefully at many enterprises. If
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newspaper workers would investigate the work of industry, more often visit
enterprises and electric power stations, and consult the workers of enter-
prises, they would not overlook these questions. . . ‘

A1l these facts indicate that newspapers do not have a well-thought-
out plan for their work in the field of industry. In most cases, materials '
in newspapers oniinglu:trinl questions are casual. Many newspapers complate.l‘-y.’ o
avoid questions on the quality of production and the struégle for lowerling,
costs. The number of enterprises about which newspapers write’ is extremely:
limited. Some newspapers do not take into account the most important en-- )
terprises.

A large oil industry is located in Andizhanskaya Oblast (Uzbek SSR).

The significance of oil in war time is well-known to everyone. The ﬁlan -
for oil extraction is not being fulfilled in Andizhanskaya Oblast. It would
seem that the Andizhanskaya.Oblast newspaper Stalinskove Zpamya would’sound .
the alarm on this matter; however, as a check showed, during the last 3
months not even the word "oil" was mentioned. .

The republic newspapers of Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan also publish al-
most nothing ebout oil. How could newspapers be silent about the work of
the oil industry, which today has such great significance? Evidently _ .
newspaper workers do not yet realize that they bear the responsible for
the condition of the work of ‘industry.,

A serious shortcoM of newvsplapera is the fact that recent;l:y many
of them have almost completely stopped the criticism of the work of indus:
trial enterprises. {ls a rule, neﬁspaﬁner‘q write only about leading enter-. '.:
prises and often overpmi%a them;l as a resuit, a wrong, one-sided imp‘res‘s'ioﬁ
of the work of 1n&u?tx_'y :iu sometimes created ay:éi:é the Yeaders. ,'
' The Ugauriyakaya' Oblast newspaper ,K]mmr_ éublltisl_xedbloo écéé}mt; ;n

articles about industry in J anun;'y, and only two of them mentioned d‘ 3

.-214_
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All the remaining material was devoted to the successes of the work of
enterprises. -

In'J anuary and the first half of-Februgry; K.unmg_ntm published
45 accounts and articles on industry aﬁd only three of them mentioned de-
fects in the work of individual enterprises.

" In issue after issue the newspaper printed enthusiastic articles about

the victories of the leaders of competition.

‘"Plan Overful.f:q.led"

"Pledge Fulfilled Ahead of Time"

"They Overfuifill the Task Daily"

"Pledges Fu;l.fﬂle:ti With Honor"

"February Program Falfilled"

"Production Above the Plan" etc.

Such is the tone characteristic of almost all the newspaper articles
about industry. " The newspaper is enthusiastic about the successes of lead-

ing factories and plants, -and barely mentions the backward ones. It is

diffieult to find out from the newspaper, whether there are backward enter—

pap

-pi-iées in the Tatar republic. The ducts prop da concerning
* the experience of leading workers in the same unskillful way. The follow-

ing is an article typical of those from this newspaper.

 MODELS OF HIGH PRODUCTIVITY
The workers.of the factéyy, where Comrade Slutskiy is director, are
systematically overfulfilling pro&uction tasks ... more than 80 percent
pf all the workers are ;'Stakhanovites. Comrade Chuyev is producing six
) r;oms per shift. Ccm-ade Morozenko is exceeding his taak by five and one
) ﬁéh‘.‘ ‘times. Comrade Gubaydullin is fulfilling his norm by 420 percent, "
(No 29, 5 February 1943). ' '

What do such articles give to the readers? Everyone would like to
know how the factory achieved successes in production, by what method high
productivity of labor was achieved. However, it _is impossible to learn
ahythingrabout this from the newspaper.

What for example, can such a description of the work of a Stakhanovite
possibly teach,

"A tall man stood under a shower of sparks. A flame blazed on his
lean, long unshaven, manly face, and his features seemed poured out of cop-
per ... he looked carefully at the place from which golden needles of
sparks flew, gave some orders, and although his voice sunk in the din and
roar of the bellows, some unseen hand by his will/g}gided the shaft of the
machine.” ’ .

(Newspaper Stalinskove Znamya No 119,
8it¥ of Chirchik, Uzbekskaya SSR)-

The Administration of Propaganda and Agitation of the TsK VKP(b) pointed .
out in due time the.outstanding defects of the Ivanovskaya Oblast newspaper
Rabochiy Kray in giving an accmvmt of the work of textile planté. What

were these deficiences?

The newspaper misinformed readers of tﬂe work of the oblast textile ..

industry.

The newspaper reported as follows in an article giving the 4-month °
totals of the All—Union Socialist Gompetition in the Textlle I.ndustry.

"The textile industry has entered a period of riuing production... »
the rise in textiles is characterized by an increase from month to month .
of workers that are ..fulfilling the'norms" (No 227).

In ten days the newspaper published a summary of the work of th X
tile industry and sgain reported concerning “the increased output in textil
plants," concerning the fact that production "grew in the majorityv of.-.en- .

terprises." (No 236)
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In just such a tone, the newspaper wrote about textile enterprises
in subsequent issues. The following is & summary of the articles and ac-
counts published at that time by the newspaper. ’

"™No Less Than 110 Bercent of the Plan®

"Weavers Outstrip Spinners"

"Order for the Front Fulfilled"

"Our Aid to the Front"

"Thus is Victory Won"

"Plan Fulfilled by 204 Percent™ etc.

If one can believe the newspaper, the textile industry in Ivanovskaya
Oblast worked well. But was that actually true?

’ For nine months in 1942, the textile plants of Ivanovskaya Oblast ful-
filled the plan in all by 46 percent and were 600 million meters of textiles
short’in their delivery to the country. The TsK VKP(b) in its decree "Con-
cerning the Work of the Ivanovskaya Oblast Comnittee of the VKP(b)" deemed
this a disgraceful failure in the work of thé enterprises of the textile
industry. Therefore, there was no basis for the m;ws'paper's enthusiasm
over the "increased production" in the textile indusi:ry. And what is more,

. there was every reason to be -"jﬂ 153 Ty-dis g over the work of tex-

. tile plants. As a check proved, the following were prevalent in the textile
. plants of Ivanovskaya Oblast; lack of discipline in the organization of

,;prdduction, mismanagement and irresponsibility ‘on the part of engineer~

’ technical personnel and ‘factory directors, and shattered labor discipline.

The newspaper did not see all this. It proved to bé isolated from textile
”plunts and misinformed readers about the situation in textile enterprises,
Thereby, the newspaper not only failed to glve the necessary assistance to

oblast enterprises and party organizations, but were actually harmful to

" them.

The newspaper also misjudged the leadership of textile plants by rayon -
and city party onganizationa. vThe following, for example, is what the
newspaper wrote about the work of the Ivanovskaya city party organizgtion;-

"The sucness of the plants of the oblast center is unprecedented; the
majority of the enterprises have fulfilled the monthly plan. Here all party -
organizations have persistently and unremittingly devoted themselves to
problems of textile fabrics." (No 183)

The newspaper wrote in just such a tone about other party organiza-
tions. Actually, as it turned out, the leaders of the city party commit=-
tees and the rayon party committees, including the Ivanovo city party
comnittee, do not know the actual condition of affairs at the factories,
seldom visit enterprises and dormitories Zi_‘or uorker]7, mingle very little
with the workers and concentrate their work mainly on meetings and confer- .
ences, but do not check on the fulfillment of the decisions of these meet- ‘

ings and conferences. Co tly, the paper had no-basis for its,

prain'e of the work of local party organizations. And what is more, there. .
was every reason to write serious criticisms to a number of party cumnit-' )
tees. .

It is worthy of note that all articles of the newspaper on party

questions were distinguished by extreme irrs&ponsibility and though-‘

1 « The paper did not note suoh serious shortcomings as neglect

"of agitprop work in plants, weakening of diucipline among party mambera,

and & lessening of the role of party meetinga. Articles on mass sgita- -
tional work at the Ivanovskiy Melanzhevyy- Combine may serve as an example ‘
of how unscrupulous the newspaper haa been in its approach to questions

of party life. o y

“In the leading article "Widely Utilize the Exporience of Party Or-

ganizations of Leading: En'cerptises n the newspaper wrote that tha

-218\'-',,".
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Melanzhevyy Combine has accumulated "an exceptionally rich experience in
v‘mass party work under wartime conditions and has developed socialist com-
petition.” The newspaper iﬁcluded'the combine among those enterprises

' ,about whom "it is possible to say without exaggeration, that the party

organizations of these enterprises were able to org’ax}ize production victo-
ries, that the successes of the workers of these enterprises depends to
a large extent on the correct organization of mass party work."

The newspaper wrote, "it is possible and necessary to learn the or-

ganization of orAl and visual agitation from the workers at the Ivanov-

skiy Melanzhevyy Combine; it is necessary to imitate the experience of
their work with the collective. Recently question and answer meetings have
ERNC been put into practice there." (No 212)

s A half a month elapsed and the newspaper published a new leading ar-
S ’ ‘. ticle about mass-party work, citing the Melanzhevyy Combine as an example.
; ! However, this t.ime the newspaper maintained exactly:the opposite of what

appeared in the preceding article.

The newspaper m‘:l.tes, "one of the causes of the poor work of the com-

bine is unsatisfactorily organized mass-political work. ‘Agitation at the

combine was carried out without any conmection w.Lth the production tasks

of shops, ci‘ews, and brigades; it did not mobilize workers to overcome the

-difficulties of war time. Only an insignificant part of the workers are

inqluded in political agitation...very few meetings of uorkez's including
'x;eports and lectures on current topics are held at the combine; evenings
. qf queét:lons and answers are not z;rganized.

‘ The party committee has not devoted emough at'l?ention to. the selection

" Jof. agitators...a negligent attitude touard}; agitational work on the part

of the party comnittee of the Melanzhevyy Combine has resulted in a serious

we_aksning of all mass-political work at the @embine." (No 226)
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Every other day, the newspaper publishes the article "Our Leading Agi-
tational Workers" in which the ggit-prop work at the Melanzhevyy Combine .
is held up as an example to 41 party organizations. It is completely clear,
that such confusion in the evaluation of the condition of mass-party work ‘
at the combine is capable only of harming matters.

The mistakes of‘ 'the Ivanovskaya Oblast newspaper are not an exceptlon.
In one way or another, they also occ.:ur in a number of other newspapers.

Such are the basic deficiences of newspapers in the interpretation
of industrial questions.

What is the cmuse of these deficiences and what are the measures for
their elimination?

The principal cwase is the isolation of newspapers from enterprises
and party committees. Newspapers have little contact with the workers of
enterprises and rarely consult city and-rayon party committees. A large
number of the articles on industry published by newspapers are written by ’
regular employees of the editorial staff. Thus, for example, of 64 ;r:
ticles and sccounts published by the newspaper Ural'skly Bsbochiy, (Svard; -
lovskaya Oblast) in January, 57 were written by employees of the nawspapez; ;
and only 7 articles and accounts by factory workers. Of 58 articles ¢on~
cerning competition published in the Kuybyshev newspaper mm:kaxg_m '
50 were written by employees of the editorial staff and only one by a c .
Stakhanovite worker. Out of 39 articles published in January in the news— .
paper Chkalovskava Komunna, 29 belong to employees of the newspaper}\' Edi;
torial staffs lost their author aktiv.’ Workers, srtisans, shop chiefs, :
directors and engineer- technlcal workers of enterprises, rayon, ci'by, and’

oblast party committee workers rarely write for the press.

=220 -
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Newspapers do not show sufficient perseverence in bringing the ques- [ responsibility for the work of war industry rests on the metallurgists

tions they raise to a conclusion and newspapers ve’r;; rarely apply to party of the Urals and Siberia. i
committees for support. As a result of this, tl;ey irievitsbly ceagse to take The Administration of Propaganda and Agitation of the TsK VKP(b) calls
' the newspaper seriously,. Newspaper articles in most “cases are not discussed upon the newspaper editors of Chelyabinskaya, Kemerovskaya, Sverdlovskaya,
A anywhere and no measures sre taken for the correction of the defects pointed and Molotovskaya oblasts and other metallurgical areas of the country to
out by the newspapers. All this lessens the authority of nsﬁspapera and establish control over the work of metallurgical enterprises. Special at--
weakens their influence on the work of enterprises. ’ tention should be given to the following questions: auppfying metallurgi-
The Administration of Propaganda and Agitation TsK VKP(b) calls upon cal enterprises with fuei, electric power, and rsﬁ materials ; the work of
tl‘;e'aditora of city, oblast, kray, and republic newspapers to immediately the transport shops of plants; the increase of coke production; the utﬂi-:' =
. eliminate the defects and -arx:ors $n the interpretationcé‘f the work of in- zation of the capacities of blast furnaces, open-hearth furnaces, end
dustrial enterprises as indicated in the present letter. rolling mills; increasing the output of useable metal and savings in the R
First of all, it is necessary to put an end to the superficial ap- consumption of ore, fuel, coke, and electric power; care of the living
- : "proach of newspapers to the work of industry. Newspaper workers must study conditions of workers; political work in enterprises. Newspapers must also
the work of enterprises thoroughly, study their economic structure, know devote very serious consideration to giving an account of the training of .
the real needs and demands of enterprises, show the ma)‘dmum of initiative cadres for enterprises and construction of ferrous metallurgical enter- o
in bringing to light new possibilities for improviné the cworkof factories ’ prises, to the work of metallurgical trade schools and schools of indiis:
, o ; o plasts, re”lute.l S rovent .defects ant. ggest ecouen for thats ' trial training foz; the builders of métallurgical plants (the aupplying of
", elimination. On]_y under these condiidna’ can newspapers give practical’ trade schools and schools of industrial tz;aiin:lng with 1eadiné cadres, : i
sasiatance to workers of enterpr:lses. . . fulfillment of the student admission plan, the equipping of speeial clas,
The Administration of Propgggnda and Agitation of the TsK VKP(b) calls rooms and laboratories for metallurgy, chemistry, and pbysics, the culturnl
+ the attention of newspaper editors to their specié} responsibility for giv- and living conditions, of student life), the training °€ skilled. workers
ing an account of the work of such branches of th national economy as : in the order of individual and brigade apprenticeship enterpriaes of fevr-'A
 metallurgy, the fuel and power industry, and transport, which constitute : . rous metallurgy. ’ o .
. the basis of the national economy anddetermine, in the final analysis, the . Perrous meta]_lurgy is not cnly ‘the concern of newspapers in th“e o
success of the -work of all enterprises. R ) oblasts and rayona where blust furnaces and open—hearth ﬁu‘mces are lo- o

. cated; every newspaper is now obliged to see how it can aid i‘urrous meta .
The Duties of Newspaper in the -Struggle ’ i

. C ' ) lurgy. The respcnsibility is reat i‘or the newspapers in areas vhich
) for the Improvement of Metal Production l B g pap! .
Our temporary loss of the southern metallurgical Lindustry_/ has ag-

ted our nsed for metal. In connection with this, a special

-2 -
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for ferrous metallurgy, such as the following: the extraction and delivery
of coal in accordance with established grades and t»ec'hnical stipulations

as to ;Ih content and coking qualities; the extraction and delivery to en-
terprises of ore, flux, and fireproof clay; the co].l.ection of scrap metal
and the sorting of it before shipment to plants,etc.

Newspapers must devote much attention to constructing and putting into
operation new blast furna.cu, open-hearth furnaces, and rolling mills, and
also to the interpretation of the work of the metallurgical shops of machine
building plants, striving for the full utilization of their productive ca-
pacity.

Newspapers must daily give an account of socialist competition in blast
furnace, open-hearth, rolling mill, and coke-chemical shops, iron and man-
ganese ore pits; they must portray the experience of the work of leaders
of competition, striving for the overfulfillment of the pig iron and steel
smelting plan, the production plans for rolled iron and coke, and the ore
extraction plan, and also for s,avinga in the consumption of ore, coke, fe
* fuel, and metal; they must resolutely ae;-iticize.bac'kward enterprises and

ore pits.

- Tasks of Newqupex;a in the Struggle for_ Increased
‘Fuel Extraction

In connection with the tempor;ry loss of the Don Basin, serious dif-

ficulties have arisen in supplying our industry and transport with fuel.
“Therefore, increasing fuel b;traction by every means possible is now the

most important military-economic task of party, soviet, and economic or-
ganizations and of our entire préss. The successful oéeration of the metal-
lurgy [industrx7 s slectric power stations, tranaport, and all militar'y pro-

_duction depends on an uninterrupted supply of fuel.

-223 -
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The Administration of Propaganda and Agitation of the TsK VEP(b) calls
upon newspaper editors in Kemerovskaya, Karagandinskaya, Sverdlovsi:aya,
Chelyabinskaya, Molotovskaya, Irkutskaya, Tul'skaya, and Moskovskaya oblasts
and other coal regions of the country to establish special control over
the work of the coal industry. The basis for the work Ef.nawspspers is
to be & struggle for the practical realization of the decisions of the TsK
VKP(b) on measures for improving party work in coal regions, and in this,
special attention is to be given to checking up on the execution of the
following instructions of the TsK VKP(b): providing of underground work
with the necessary number of workers =- especially loaders, miners, and
timbermen -~ by transferring surface workers to underground work; the atr}?‘g-
gle against idleness and fluctuation of man-‘power (putting in order the
registration of labor at min;s and the organization of time-board registra- .
tion, Eabel'nyy uchaj] putting into practice the law on idlers and those
whose absence from the mines'ia unwarranted); the struggle for the fulfill~
ment by all workers of the eutablished norms for, outputs; the fulfillment
of the plan for preparatory work ; the organizatmn of 1nbor, the adher_ence
to a. technological method in coal extraction at, mines, the el:lminuti'ox; ‘olf

mining accidents; the progress of mew mine constmction, improving the ca'

" of the material and living conditions of miners; holding production meet-

ings by brigades and sectors, meetings of general mining wol'kers, and als'
of party and administrative aktivs of mines and trusts.
Newspapers must extens;wely acquaint readers with progressive Stakhano—(
vite methods of work with the achievements of shift:, sectors, brigades
and individual workers, .snd must strive to include all groups and t

of miners in socialist competition.

_224...

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6



Neus-paper editors of the Azerbeydzhanskaya SSR, Bashkirskaya ASSR,

and Molotovskaya, Kuybyshevakaya, Chkalovskaya, Gur'yevskaya, Andizhanskaya,
Krésnovod'sllcaya, Sakhelinskaya, and other oblasts are called upon to give

a daily account of the work of the oil industry and oil and gas refineries,
s-'triving in every way possible to increase the extraction and refining of
-oil, and .the output of gas for industrial and domestic requirements.

The struggle for an increase in fuel extraction is not only the con-

cern of newspapers in coal and oil regions. Our country possesses huge
resources of domestic fuel -- timber, peat, and shale. Prospecting i‘ox'- end
maximum utilization of, domestic fuel is now one of our most important
tasks, Timber felling and the transport of timber to railroads and water-
ways, the transportation of peat to enterprises and electric power stations,

‘the extraction of shale, the utilization of waste products from production

as fuel (coal fines, sawdust, peat crumbs, acid sludges, and kostry [Tt~

erally, bonfir_J » the struggle for the strictest economy of fuel —- all

these questions must be constantly set forth in our press.

Duties of Newspapers in the Struggle to Increase
Electric Power angraﬁion

s must trate their

In the field of power engineering,

“attention on the folléwiné questions: providing electric power stations

ﬁth fuel and labor; ins*.:..ruction and technical training of the operational H

pe‘rsonnel of electric power stations; observance of the rules of technical
. “"operation; the struggle for strengthening production and technical discipline
: a'ﬁ:'electric power stations; the progress of capital feggirénd preventive
iz;n;:i.ntenancs of the eq:l.lipnent of electric power stations; the menufacture
. of spare parts and parts ngceaaary for the repair of'equipmént ; the quality

of’ repair work; the mobilization of the internal resources of electric power
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stations (ecc;nomies in the consumption of fuel, electric power, materials,
metal, and spare parts); material and living conditions of workersa.

. Newapapers must point out the experience of leading electric power
stations which give an uninterrupted supply of electric power to enter-
prises., In articles and accounts on this subject, they must point out how .
the workers of this or that electric power station are achieving the full
utilization of their established capacities, the fulfillment of the state
plan for the production of electwic and fuel power, and also the daily ful-
fillment of operational lead schedules of shipment; what measures guaran-
teeing the uninterrupted operation of electric power stations are being
carried out; how economies in the consumption of fuel and electric power
are achieved.

Along with repgrting on the work of electric power stations, newspapers
must also regularly give an account of progress in the construction of new
installations [;b'yektx7 and the enlargement of existing electric power
stations, they must strive for the overfulfillment of the plans of con-
struc.tion and installation work and for putting newelectric power capaci-

ties into operation ahead of aschedule.

Problems in Transport
Because independent transport newspapers are publi{_shed on railroad
and water transport, some editors of city, oblast, kray, and republic ne'wa‘-‘
papers think they can overlook transport questions. The Administration

of Propaganda and Agitation of the TsK VKP(b) considers such a view wréng

and calls upon newspaper editors to cover the work of railroad and watex; .
transport regularly. .
The main task of newspapers in this field is the struggle for the “e

tablishment of the necessary discipline in all railroad and water tranaj)o;-{i »
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unif;s, and for the education of the workers and ell;ployeea in the spirit
of military discipline, because transport especially under war conditions,
is essentially a military organization.

Newspapers must devote special attention to backward railroads, de-
partments, stations, depots, steamship companies, and ports, bring to light
defects in their work, and resolutely struggle againstmany manifestation
Aof'llaxity, lack of discipline, anﬁ violations of orders and government de-
crees on transport. -

Newspapers must also give an account of the progress of socialist
competition in transport, striving to include in competition all groups
and trades among railroad and water transport workers. They must set forth

progtéuive work methods and the achievements of shifts, sectors,brigades

- and individual workers and point out the experience of the best railroads,

departments, stations, depots, plants, steamship companies and ports, which
hava succeeded in fulfilling and overfuli‘illing the state transport plan;
they must point out the efficient and quick movement of trains according
to schedule, the best utilization of steam engines and cars, and economies
in fuel. -

Ssriaus attention must also be devoted to the ‘expa-i*ience iof party-
politicul work in transport. The decision of the TaFE VKP(b) of 1 November
1942, "Corcerning the Work oi‘ the Political Sections of the Railroads Imeni
Kuybyshev and Yuzhno-Uralakuya" is to be the basis for i newspaper work in
this field.

-'While not de!‘ining the entire plan of newspaper work m other branches
_5,.f industry, the Adminiutration of Propaganda and Agitatlon of the Tsk VKP(b)
calls the ettentlon of newspaper editors to the following questions which
must be within the field of vis:.on ‘of each newspaper in giving an account

“or the work of anterpr:lsea strengthening order and discipline at enterprises;

_227_

production training and political education of new workers; a system of
economy and maximum utilization of the internal resources of enterprises;
the care of the materials and living conditions of workers and white-collar

workers.

Strenéthening Order and Discipline in Enterprises

Thé drive for strengthening order gnd discipline at enterprisa:s has
always been one of the main tasks of our press. Now, under war conditions,
when the problems of labor discipline have acquired paramount importance,

strengthen
the drive to/order and discipline at enterpni-e.. in every way poslible has
become the most important task of all city, oblast, kray, and republic
newspapers.

Newspapers must tirelessly explain that strict order and discipline' :
in industries are the decisive conditions for the fulfillment of the pro-
duction plan; depict examples of the labor heroism ofworkers and white-
collar workers, giving all their strength, energy, and will to the aid of
the front; mercilessly stigmatize shirkers, loafers, and other disorganizers '
of production, as criminals déing great harm to the struggle agqinut ﬂ;a
German fascist invaders; carry out an uncompr-ising struggle against tt-}e
glightest indications of lack.of discipliﬁeé s loafing, and slipshodnsés; .
explaih that under wartime conditions, it is necessary o use extreme, dg-" '

cisive measures not only with respect to the insubordinate who bréak.the

laws of labor discipline, but also to those w};o are backward, slow, and

inaccurate in their work.

froductio‘n'Training and Political Education of New Workers

Some newspaperé'in giving an account of socialist competition at en= .

. terprises, limit themselves to a description of "the production records of

1
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Stakhanovite workers, forgetting about the whole mass of, workers, about

B the fulfillment of prcduct:.on norms by each worker. “Records of individual
workers do not determine the "fulfillment. of the production program of en—
terprises. That depends‘on the fulfillment of p;or_luction norms by rank
and f:lle workers. At many en‘terprisss the Tank and fi"le worker, as a si
whole, is a new worker who has only gone into production in war time. This
is why questions on the production training and education of new workers
‘now také on such éreat significance.

Newspapers must regularly cover the work of trade schools and schools
of i-ndustl:ial training, and also the organization of production training
and education of new workers at enterprises, the training of workers in
"th’e procedures of individual and brigade apprenticeship, the work of courses,
',c.ipcles.atc. It is necessary to painstakingly select every grain of posi-
tive experience in training and educating of new workers, in improving their
1;;§§uction qualifications, in inculcating in them order and discipline in
the enterprise, in instilling inithem the need for care of materials, in-

struments, and equipment, and also a love for their ‘p>1ant and their trade.

-News.pa'pei's must point out workers and foremen who-are successfully teaching

worker-studnnts.
Very serious attention must halao be devoted to 'che political educa-
\tion of new workers, During the course of the war, the process of turnover
. i‘i c}ustrial workers proceeds very rapidly. Thf~und§restimation of po-
1. tical work among new .w'ork'ers‘ is exﬁremely dangerous and harmful, for it’
avqﬁestion of the formation of a new, mporténi' ségment of the working
1::;:' of our countryu. We must educate all new qujkeré in the spirit of

. the best tradit:@ox‘:g of the working class of the USSR.

- 229 -

The Practice of Economy and the Maximum Utilization of the
Internal Potentialities and Resources of Enterprises
Under wartime conditions, when our industry experieﬁces well-known

difficulties in Z;btaininJ raw materials, materials, fuel, and electric,

power, the strictest practice of economy at enterprises is of exceptional ..’

importance. Economies in raw materials, fuel, materials, electric powe;',
care of the instrument, mechine tool, and equipment, and a resolute strugE
gle against any indications of mismanagement and wastefulness are now the
most important tasks of party, economic, Komsomol, and trade u.nio;'x organi- .
zations and our entire press. . »
The task of the press is, first of all, to attract the broad mass of -,
workers into active participation in the regime of economy. Newspapers
must. point out from concrete examples in local 1life, what immense possi-
bilities for growth in the production of armament and war supplies for the A

Red Army exist in our enterprises, if one approaches in an economical a;xd'

intelligent manner the utilization of raw materials, fuel, elect'ric‘l qﬁar, '
- and materials. It is constantly necessary to explain that what appears

at first sight to be the most msignificnm‘z economy produces, on-the. whole, ’

considering the huge scope of our industry, great profits. .
Newspapers must give broad coverage to the execution of a regime of
economy at enterprises: how the accouuting of equipment, instruments, raw. -

materials, materials, and semi-manufactured goods has been set up; how en=

terprises achieve complete and accurate utilization of the capacity of: thei’rw'

equipment; how economies in the consumption of raw materials, materials, .
tools, fuel, electric power, are achieved and what the results of.
economies are; i

ply is set up;

t he aut hori:
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énterpx‘ises, point gut their role in the struggle
fprl thg regime of’ eébﬂoﬁy and for ?Lower costs, check on the execution of
i 'ﬁ;b]:e suggestions’ made: at pxg‘od{ictio‘xz meetings.

. The war makes more snd more demands upon industry and impels us to
w:_)x;k tirelessly for .i:he perfection of technology, for mastery in the pro-
ddd\tion of new products and new materials. Newspapers must awaken the
crestive thought of workers, foremen, and engineer-technical workers, as-
gist in ;very way possible the introduction of new achievements of tech-
niques i‘nto production and the pompt realization of all valuable sugges-

tions for the rationalizationof the work process.

Problems in.the Care for the Material
and Living Conditions of Workers
The Administration of Propaganda and Agitation of the TsK VKP(b) con-
aidar; it wrong that many newspapers have recently relaxed their attention
© to the probiema of the daily life qi‘ workers, have ceased to be interested
in the operation of worker supply divisions, stores, dini.ng rooms, city
tx_'a;:.a.pOrtt, hospitals, ;:hildrens institutions, bath houses, laundries, bar-
be;‘ls‘hopu, shoe and clothing repairﬁ shops, clubs, cinemas,.and otber in-.
;atitutions and enterprises which ccare for the cﬁltural and living conditions
*  of workers. N
’ ) : Underestimating problems of culture and living éonditions raéulta in
.g?‘ {'igolatiun of newspapers from the workers, from their daily needs and
emands, lowers lbthe authority of the newspapers and weakens its influence

nd éfficiency in the struggle for the fulfillment and overfulfillment of

Newspapers must in every way possible suppor{: the initiative of trade=
union, economic, and other institutions in the improvement of the work of
public service [gytovy'yg institutions and enterprises) give an account
of positive experience in this field, point out capable workers having in-
itiative, who are concerned with the satisfaction of the every-day needs
of workers, employees, and their families; expose swindlers attached to
trade and public insti’c‘zlxtions,' gee to it that not one criminal e:ca'apes
severe punishment; expose good-for-nothings who are ‘trying to cover up ‘
their idleness with references to the difficulties caused by 1‘;he war, res-
olutely criticize negligent, and slow workers and those lacking in ini-
tiative.

Newspapers must show special concern for the families of those at
the front’.f.‘or their employment in production, for the satisfaction of
their material-every-day needs, for granting them in good time the bene~
fits and privileges pfovided by law,etc, Press workers must always remem-;
ber that by concerning themselves with the welfare of the families of tho:;
at the !'rontzl they do helf of our big job ‘of caring for the Red Army.

The Administration of Propaganda and Agitation of the TsK VKP(b) calls
upon newspaper editors torresolutely improve their work with the letters

from workers writing for the newspaper. Not one letter should go unattended ‘

- without concrete measures, without reply. A newspaper is obliged to be &’ ;.

model of sympathy and sensitivity to. the needs of -workers, show an “example

of quick response t6 all demands, complaints, and requests of workers, be |

tolerant of those who are indifferent to the complﬁiqtle of workers. e

¢

There are two tasks in giving an’ ;cco\mﬁ of problems ‘of

;‘_“dilsjtry an
socialist competition in factories and plants: the :I.llu"atratiéﬁ df_j;hé X-

perience of the best enterprises and leaders of socialist competition in

criticiam of the backward ones, with an urging and 1ifting of them to
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level of the leaders. As indicated above, many newspapers 1imit themselves

to only one side of the question -- the illustration of positive experience

-; Qnd miss the second, but no iess important -- the criticism of. the back-

ward. It is necessary to immediately correct this one-gided interpretation
l of the work of industrial en;er};rises. i

Our industry is operating well in war time. But it can and must work

atill better. - Along with successes in the work o‘i‘ industry, there are also
J-,stio'rtcomings ; side by side with leading enterprises, there are also backward
ones; newspapers cg\nnot 3.gnore defects, and they are called upon to reveal
the causes for the 'uz;satisil‘act'o.ry operation of enterprises; they must strive
to bring up the backward .‘ones and strive for the uniform fulfillment of

the plan by each anterpx‘:l.se separately — in each shop, in each brigade,

by each machine, by each sh1.t‘t, and not only by quantitative, but also by
qualitative indeces, and for every category, with observance of established
‘standards and in accordance wiﬁh the establiéﬁed cost plan.

-Newspapers must resolutely criticlze mismanagement in the utilization
of equipnent, wasteﬁﬂ_ness in the util:lzation of 1nstruments, raw materials,
materitbls, and elsc_f.ric power; resolutely struggle with any indications

I “of laxity énd lack of organizati:on, with the inability to work according
to war cént.iitions; expose loafers who lack & .f.‘eeliné of civic duty. The
‘boidef'we reveal: defects, the more gquickly will our industries be free of

. »"t_'.'b’eluyx. Neﬁspapars which ignore defects are rendering poor service to our
eqt;arprises.

*.The {i@:mi_nistr’ation of Propaganda and Agitation of the TsK VKP(b) also
lig j:he attex.;tion of newsp‘aper.editors to the:}r unskillful menagement
of prépegand? on the advanced experience ‘in the operation of industrial

enterprises. Most oi‘ the materials on the positive experience of work pub-

hed by newspapers are a bare enumeration of fac’cs and figures concerning

@ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA»RDP81-O1043RO21 00200006-6

the successes of enterprises (of a shop, brigade etc), without'any i‘{’:di;
cation of how the successes were achieved, without any analysis of why one
enterprise successfully aoived the tasks not solved by other enterprises.

It is necessary to achieve a fundemental improvement in the organiza-
tion oi‘ propaganda on the best forms of work through the newspaper. Nevs~ .
papers must become a genuine tribune for the exchange of work experience .! »‘
of leading entei-prises, shops, brigades, and individual workers. In doing
this, newspapers should not only give information on the work of enterprises,
but should also snalyze this information in order to draw practical conc! ’
sions for other enterprises. Newspapers must realize that it is not enough
just to praise the successes of this or that enterprise; it is necessary
to recount in detail, how these successes were achieved, to disclose uo'rk‘ o
methods, and strive for the practical repetition of this experience by
other enterprises.

Under wartime conditions, the role of local party Qrganizaticns in
the struggle to fulfill production plans of enterprises has grown ug—~
nificautly, their responsibility for the state of affairs in industry hn
increased. This requires rayon, city and oblast party comnittees to
strengthen in every way possible their leadera‘hip of ;the work of local
party orgunizations of i.nduatrial enterprisea. In'co;mect'ion with‘t s )
the dauands made of city, oblast,:kray, and republic newspapers in giving
an account of the experiepce of 'part;y-politica;l. work in enterprises a}'e
also incre.asing' aignificantly.

The Administration of Propaganda and Agi‘:.ation of the TsK VICP.(b)fe

siders it a mistake that some newspapers have recently relaxed th;aiix"at -

tention to problems of partyy‘,nrk, and calls upon the editors of city, o

last, kray and republic newspapers to resolutely impro.ve-the oj)erat

the party sections of newspapers. .
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Newspapers must also regularly give an acccun—ﬁ of the work of Komsomol
: olrganizationa at exterprises.
. A gerious improve}nent in the work of ﬁswspapex;s can be achieved only
if" newspapers succeed in extending and strengtl;eni;:g their contact with
;;ﬁterprises and party organizations, and enlist-thé cooperation of workera,
engineering-technical workers, foremen, shop chiefs, directors of enterprises,
and party workers as authors of articles, letters, and correspondence,

The Administration of Propaganda and Agitation of the TsK VKP(b) calls
upon newspaper editors to radically reorganize the work of the editorial
iapparatu.u, to set before it the task of attractizng a broad aktiv outside
'};he editorial office into participation in the nev.;spaper, and to cultivate
‘and educate new cadres of correspondents not on the staff.

The Administration of Propaganda and Agitation of the TsK VKP (b) calls
the attention of newspaper editors to the necessity for the strictest
preservation of state secrets in the press. TI;_e press must show the great-
;ast prudence and circumspection in explaining the work of industrial enter—
prises, so as not to divulge information of a secret nature. The editorial

"E‘-ﬁﬁfé:ﬁ of newspapers share equally with-censoréhip organs full responsibility

for divulging state secrets in the press.

Questmns ‘of industry and the organizatioxfuf aocialist competition

‘.:should be the center of attention\p!‘ our entire preas. The press must be-
come a powerful organ for the stimulation of competition between factories

. and plants, between shops, -shifts, aggregates, brigades, and individual
workets, educating the workers in thé living experience of leading enter-
pz::jises, pulling up the backward, and organize pgblic- control of pledges

made ‘and registration of results achieved in competion.

- 235 -

Socialist competition has already given industry a number of great
successes. The elimination of defects in newspapers should favor an even

more extensive development of compétiticx_: and thereby a great improvement

in the work of our industry. Competition must become the principle method -

of work of our enterprises, Men and women workers, thanks to competition,
are imbued with that .labor enthuaiaam,: that will to work, persistence, en-
durance, sense of Arganization and diécipline upon which, to a significant
degree, the outcome of the war against t};e' German-fascist invaders now

depends.

March 1943
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ON THE STATE OF AND MEASURES FOR IMPROVING
MASS=POLITICAL AND IDEOIOGICAL WORK IN THE

TATARSKAYA ASSR PARTY ORGANIZATION

In the Gentral Conmittoe VKP(b), 1944
The TsK ¥kP(b) adopted a decree "Concerning the State .of and Measures

for the Imprbnment of Mass-Political and Ideologica»l Work in the Tatarskaya
ASSR Party Orga;xization. The TsK VKP(b) noted the néglect of mass-politi-
cal and ideological work in the Tatarskaya ASSR and affirmed that direction
of this work by the Tatarskaya Oblast Qommiﬁtee VKP(b) is unsatisfactory.
Party organizations of the Tatarskaya ASSR, as indicated in the decree of
the TsK VKP(b), do not devote.the necessary attention to the study of Marxist-
Leninist theory by party, soviet, and Komsomol cadres. In the Tatarskaya
party organization, the method of independent study of Marxist-Leninist

* theory by party and soviet cadres proved to be neglected; very few lectures
were delivered or consultations held to assist those'studying the history
and theory of the Bolshevik Party; the practice of es‘tablvishihg' a large
nunber of political circles in the'ab"sence of a su:t‘ficient number ofrtrained
propagandists was permitted. The.tTatars'kaya Oblast, 'Commitf;es VKP(b) did

' not organize work for thé Marxist-Leninist training az'ad advance training

of rayon party workers, ;)x D dists and pap editors; as a result

many of them were Sérinusly'backward with respect to theory and were unfit
" to conduct political work smdng the population. Oblast, city and rayon
party committees permitted two ha~rmi‘ul practices == ihey permitted propa-
gandists and newspaper workers to get out- of touch y.rit,h their d?rect work
and permitted these workers to be appoi;zted, for long periods, as repre-
gentatives in village sow‘i-:iets and kolkhozes; this _].ednto the virtual elimi~
‘nation. of th‘e‘ propaganda apparatus in party orgenizé\b_ions erd to the

_..237»_‘

weakening of political work among the masses. Party organizations insuf-
ficiently utilize the Soviet intelligentsia for conducting politicdl and
cultural-educational work among the population.

The Tatarskaya Oblast Committee VKP(b) gave unsatisfactory direction
to republic and rayon newspapers. Republic newspapers are not yet genuine
organizers of political work among the masses; they do a poor job of popu~
larizing the experience of leaders in industrial and kolkhoz production,
give weak accounts of party and Komsomol life. The republic newspaper
Krasnaya Tatariys permitted serious errors in articles an military-political
and international problems.

In the Tatarskaya ASSR, as indicated in the decree of the TsK VKP(b), .
political information is far from reaching the entire strata of city and
village population. Many ra};on party and soviet workers do not make
political reports to the population. Reports and talks for Tartar workers
and kolkhozniks in their native language are very rarely given. The popu-
lation of Kazan' is not provided with daily political 'infgrmatiun. Ther
rayon comittees of the VKP(b). dg; not carry out systematic work with agi;
tators, do not give.them the necessary help, weakly conduct propaéunda fcr"
the principles of kolkhoz construction ;nd'_ agitation for strengthening
labor discipline and man‘agement of kolkhoz affairs. Gultural—educational
institutions are operating unsatisractorily in the Taterekaya ASSR. Many-
reading rooms 'and: libraries are closed, library funds are pilfered; a con- °
siderable portion of. the movie pro;ectors are not operating and there have

been no movies at many kolkhozes during the whole pericd of the war. Radio®

_broadcasting has not been organized in 29 rayons of the republic, in many

village soviets telephone wires are not uasd for radiobroqdcasts.
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The Tatarskaya Oblast Party Committee gave unsatisfactory direction
to the work of writers and art workers, insufficiently controlled the
repertoires of art institutiona, did not organizef“,; work for the ideologi-
cal and political education of the 1nte;11gentsiq; as.a result of this,
serious errors ¢foan idaolqgical nature took place iq the republic in the
interpretation of the history of the Tartar people, and also in Tartar lit-
erature end art.

The TsK VKP(b) called upon the Tatarskuya Oblast Committee VKP(b) to
elimiimte the shortcomings noted in pus-politic.al and ideological work;
it i;roposed that the oblast party committee and party organizations of the
Tatarskaya ASSR put an end f&' the neglect of agitprop work, widely develop
mass-political work umong the polpu:lntioﬁ -and ruise‘t‘he level of ideologi-
cal and politicul—eduéationill work in party organizations and among the
intelligentsia of the republic. The TsK VKP(b) ;;ointed out that a radical
improvement of nnu-pc;lz_l.tical and ideological work must become the most
important means for mobilizing the workers for the. fulfillment of the
economic-political t_i;ka fa;:ing the Tatarskaya A£SR.

" Noting that insui‘fici;nt t_heoretical ‘trniniﬁg of party and propaganda
workers is a serious Bbataole in the Tatarskaya ASSR to the suitable or-
ganization of agitprop v.;ork, the TsK VKP(b) proposed tl;:at the Tatarskaya
Oblast Committee VKP(b) organize a republic part:y school in Kazan' with
a one-year term of instruction for the tz;aining oi‘ hleading rayon and city

" party workers; that a propaganda section for the advanced training of rayon
propagandists and newspaper workers be created as a part of this school
along with a Komsomol .section for the training of secretaries of city and
rayon committees of the VIKSM, that 2-month republic courses for p\ropa— ‘
gandists be condﬁcted' in Kazan, and that all staff propagandists of city
and rayon comnittees '.und the -group of propagandists not on the staff be

c’gll'éd for t‘thining in the work of di;'ectixig rayon party schools and po-

litical education schools in the village. The TsK VKP(b) also proposed
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that the oblast committee VKP(b) organize, uhder the city committees VEKP(b),
/zgzratiox; of seminars for propagandists, drawing the leaders of party and
Komsomol schools and circles into participation in them; it proposed that
"the oblast party committee hold two-week republic seminara of propaganda
workers no less than twice a year in order to raise their theoretical level
and generalize the experience of propaganda work.
In its decree the TsK Vl_(P(b) emphasized the necessity for converting

newspapers, in reality, into most important centers for political work among

the masses and called upon the Tatarskaya Oblast Committee VKP(b) to strengiél}en i

control over the work of republic, city, and rayon newspapers and over the
leadership of newspaper edit;rnl offices; to discuss plans for the opera-
tion of republic newspapers at the bureau of the oblast party committee; .
to organize, control over the work of all newspapers in the agitprop section
of the oblast party committee, sending surveys for each news‘paper to rayon‘
party committees no less than once every 3 months; to publish surveys regu-
larly in republic newspapers for rayon newspapers; for the purpose of ex~ .

changing axperience and improving the qualifications of rayon, newapapere,

* workers, to organize practice work at the editoz‘inl offices of republic’

newsplpers for editors of rayon newspapers and secretaries of editorial
dtuery,: The TsK VKP(b) has proposed that the oblast party committee VICP(b)
restore party life sect:mns and propaganda sections in republic newspapers

of the Tatarskaya -ASSR and recommended that they publish in them (three

.or four times per month) articles and ‘consultations on theoretical, politi--

cal and economic problems and other materials for the aid of propégandis_ts ¢
and agitators. ) ‘

The decree also recommended a redistribution of the limits of news- -
papers within the republic by which, no less than 3/4 of the circulation

of republic newspapers would be sent mediately to rayons, to local party
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urg.anizail.ions, reading rcoms, village soviets am:{ kolkhozes;b it recommended
the creation of newspaper showcases at all village a;:viets and kolkhozes.
T}xe TsK Vlﬂ’(b). called upon the Tatarskaya Oolast Barty Gx':mmi’ctee to
organize the scientific de'{elb'plneﬁt of the hist(.u;y of the Tatarskaya ASSR;
to eliminate the serious defects and mistakes of a nationalistic character
permitted by individual historians and writers in the interpretation of
Tatar history(embellishing the Golden Hords, popularizing the f:han—i‘eudal.
epic of Idegey); to devote special attention to research and :Lnferpretation
" of the history of the common struggle of the Russian, Tatar, And other peo-
ples of the USSR ageinst foreign invaders, against Tsarism and the landlord-
capitalist knout, and also to the history of the .socialist transformation
of the Tatarskaya ASSR during the period of the Soviet regime and to the
popularization of the outstanding figures, scholars, and revolutionaries
of the Tatar people and its sons -- the heroes of the Great Patriotic War.
The TeK VKP(b) also called upon the Tatarskaya Oblast Committee VKP(b)
to make a serious improvement in its leadership of educational work among
youth, to ensure the organizational-political streng,thsn%ng of Komsomol
organizations, to strive for the creation of Kox;:somoi Arganizations in a1l
kolkhozes of the republic, to provide for the reguiar interpretation of
the life of Komsomol organizations in republic newspapers. As stated in
the decree, oblast, city and rayon comnittees VKP(b) are called upon to
render daily assistance to Kamsomol organizations in agitprop work among
yputh, to select propagandists for the leadership of circles and for the
.delivery of reports, lectures, talks, etc. )
The TsK forbids the Tatarsksya Oblast Party ‘Co;mnittas VKP(b) to uti-
lize oblast, city, and rayon propagandists on the staff and newspaper work-

ers for work other than propaganda work; it prohibitq their assignment as

representqtives'for campaigns on local economic affairs in rayoné, village.

-2 -

soviets, and kolkhozes and proposes that by 1 November 1944/the oblast cc.m-
mittee VKP(b) completely staff the apparatus of the agitprop sections oil‘-.‘
rayon comittees VKP(b) and of editorial ‘tgtaffsof rayon newspapers. The’
TsK VKP(b) called upon the Tatarskaya Oblast Committes VKP(b) to institute
& system at the bureau of the oblast committee whereby fiz"st secretd’rias?

of rayon committees report on the condition of agitprop qwoi'k.

From — Sputnik Agitatora
1944, No 17
pp 13-15, 16
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ON THE TMMEDIATE TASKS OF PARTY ORGANIZATIONS OF THE
COMMNIST PARTY (BOLSHEVIKS) OF BEIORUSSIA IN THE
FIEID OF MASS-POLITICAL. AND GULTUF.AL—EDUGATIONAL
" WORK monc THE POPULATION

) ’ll‘heA TaK VKP(b) has pésésd a decree 'On the Immediate Tasks of Party

"Organizations of the Communist Party (1?olsheviks) of Belorussia in the

0 .
* Field of Masa-Poliﬁical and Gﬁltural—Educational Work Among the Population."

The decree pointed out that one of the most :meortant tasks of the TsK,
oblast,city, and rayon committees of the Communist Party(b) of Belorussia

is the development of mass-political work among the population, the re-

/ establishment of the work of cultural-educational institutions, and the

organization of the ideological-political education of party, soviet, trade

l'un’ion, and Komsomol cadres and the intelligentsia. The TsK VKP(b) noted

uthat, in the regions of the Belorussian SSR liberated from German occupa-~
tion, mass-political and cultural-educational work >among the population
and ai;a work for raising the iduological-poli@icalAlevél of party cadres
and the intelligentsia is developing slowly. 7

» Considering that giving sound and timely political information to the
pO‘p;ﬂatiOn of liberated areas is the most important condition for the suc-
d‘esu'ful mobi],:l,zation of the workers in the»rehaﬁi}itation of the economy

destroyed by the Germans, and for the prompt elimination of the consequences

. of this fascist oécﬁpﬁtion, the TsK VKP(b) proposed that the central com-

‘mittees, the oblast,city and rayon committees of the Communist Partyb) of

_Belorussia organize the general infomation Acquaintiné the population with
ths outstanding victories of the Red Army and the principal stages in the
Soviet Union's struggle against fascist Germany.. Taking into account the

fact that for 3 years the population of the Belorus;ian SSR has begn deprived

Sy

oAt

of truthful Soviet information and has experienced the influence of ly:l.ngr
fascist propaganda, party organizations of the Communist Party"(«b) of Belo-
russia must extensively utilize the facts of the bloody crimes of the
German-f'ascist invaders against the Belorussian people in their agitprop
work, make these crimes known to the entire population, expose the brigand
German policy of enslavement and extermination of thé peoples of the USSR,
and enkindle the hatred of the masses for the enemy. '

Party organizations are to tirelessly strive for the elevation ‘o.f.‘ the
political activity of workers and increase their revolutionary vigilance,
and to uncover and stop in time the subversive activity of enemy agents
and the lying, provocative rumours spread by them. While directing the
special attention of Belorussian party organizations to educating the popu-
lation in a socialist attitude toward labor and social property, to strength-
ening state discipline, and to overcoming the private property, anti-kolkhoz,
and anti-govermment attitudes which were spread by the German occupiers,
the TsK VKP(b) indicated that the main task of Belorussian party organiza-
tions is to rouse the workers of the republic to the aid of the Red Army
for the complete destruction of the German-fascist invaders, for the prompt
rehabilitation of the national economy and the strengthening of the kolkhoz
system in every way possible. ’ i

In order to strengthen in every way possible the inass-political work
among the populations of liberated regions, the TsK VKP(b) proposed that
lecture groups consisting of‘ leading party, -soviet, trade-union, and‘ Kom;
somol workers and the best elements from the in‘;elligentsia be created under
the TsK {KP(b) of Belorussia, and under the oblast, éi@y and rayon qomi‘l;;;-
tees; that their lectures and talks to the population about thé miiit?ry-
political and international situation of the countr&, be‘so organiise&'that

the delivery of a political peech or talk no 1esa than once a month in

each enterprise and village uould bsa’x ensured, that seminars for rayon ’
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! propgéanda workers be regularly conducted in oblasts on questions of the

) oréanization and content of agitprop work, and also seminars for agitators
instructina tham :Ln the main stages of the Great Patrlotic War of the So-

B viét Union, in the problems of rehibilitating the eoononw and culture in
. the republic, and on the content and methods of mass-political work among

l the population; that ra-yon meetings of the intelligentsia are to be called
and are t'o include the formulation of political fectgeu; that lectures
and consultations roi the intelligentsia are to be-organized on questions
oi‘ Marxist-Leninist theory.

. For the purpose of transforming republic, oblsst, and rayon newspapers
into virtual centers of mass-political work among the population, the TsK
VKP(b) proposed that the Central Comnittee of the Communist Party(b) of
Belorussia select politically trained comrades capable of journalistic work,
for work as editors and secretaries of the editorial offices of newspapers;

5 organize monthly practice work under the editorial ‘gta{ﬁ of republic and
oblast newspapers for the training and advanced training of editors and
aecreﬁaries of the editorial offices of rayon néwspapqrs; create a faculty

- of journalism at the Belorussian State Uni‘;eraity for the training of .ﬁual-
ified press workers; listen) regularly at the bu::eg;x ‘of the Central Commit- ‘
tee,‘of the oblast and rayon committes of the Communist Party(b) of Belo-
ruséia, to the plans for newspaper work and to the rep;:rts of newspaper:
!;ditors; ingtitute a system at the bureau of the.TsK ;f the Communist P_arty(b)
of Belorussla whereby secretaries of oblast coxinnit’;tees,, and at the bureau
of the oblast party cox:;mittee whereby secretaries of rayon party committees,
'report on the leadership of naw;papers. The TsK VKP(b) called upon the
agitprop sections of the TsK and the oblast committees of the Communist
Partyl)- of Belorus;ia to keep a:dail'y waﬁch on the content of newspapers;

to publicize their bosit_:l.\{e experience and rqveul their shortcﬁmings; to

A gend surveys and letters on the content and format [;fomlendg of newap.a-

pers to the editorial offices of newspapers not. less than on;:e a month or )
every six weeks; republic and oblast newspapers are to regularlycpibs cuib—"
lish surveys of ruyon newspapers.

For the development of political and cultural-educational work among
youth, the TsK VKP(b) proposed that the Central Committee, oblast rayon’ ¢
committees of the Communist Party(b) of Belorussia take measures to.stréﬂéfchéq
the work of Komsomol organizations; strive for the J‘mpfovement of their
ideological influence on the broad masses of youth and [the increase of
theix7 active participation in the workfor the rehabilitation of the eqoﬁ-
omy, destroyed by the German-fascist invaders, and also their participation
in the organizational and economic strengthening of kolkhozes and the resto- ;
ration and repair of the work of schools and children's homesjatd ensure : °
the broad development of mass cultural-educational work among youth. The
TsK VKP(b) authorized the publication in Belorussia of a newspaper for youth
and a children's newspaper bin the Belorussian and Russian languages. It '

proposed that measures be taken for the prompt restoration of oblast, facﬁo}y

.and local committes of trade-unions and pointed. out. ‘that the most important

tasks of trade-union organizaticns of the republic are: the anliatmept: .

of uorke{'s, engineers, technicians, and whltefcollar wrkerl;. in active.wdrk"
for the rehabilitation of the economy and cultural-public' service’ ins;ﬁitg-‘
tions, destroyed by the German invaders; the development of socialist c;':m-"
petiition'in every way poss_ible; the utrengtheniﬁg ‘of la.lqor discipli.ner‘,ﬁx‘:;i?}
the education of workers and white-collar workers in a soc:lalist atﬂtude :

towa,rd;. labor. The TsK VKP(b) called upon the TsK, the oblaat, rayon, and

oi’by committep: of the Gommu.nist Party of Belorussia to provide trade union

' organizations with daily direction and practical help; "to restore thg work

of clubs in the enterﬁrises aﬁd- cities of Belorussia.. The TsK V’Ki’(b‘
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-' V:orvdered that the work of political educational institutions be restored

' ;x;d that in the plans for the rehabilitation of the economy, the repair

« and equipping of reading rooms, libraries, rayon houses of culture, and

oblast people's art clubs be provided for; that each reading room be sup-
plied with the central newspapers Pravda or Izvestiva, mmlmnhukm
Zmlm and with the magazines mwm Krest'vanka; that
city and rayon editing departments be organized for local radiobroadcasting;
that movie theatres be restored in the city and rayon centers of the Belo-
-russian SSR; and that at the beginning of the school year in all the
iiberated areas of the republic, the network of primary, seven-year, and

M secondary schools must be restored; that the rapa:l;r of school buildings

' ‘lie" carried out along with the restoration and repair of the buildings of

» children's homes, boarding-schools, kindergartens, and political educational
institutions. ‘

The TsK VKP(D}called for .the organization of monthly courses for all
t‘é&chera returning to work in the Soviet schools, by the beginningodf the
1944—1945 school year; it proposed that the Central Committee, obkast, city
and rayon committesa of the Communist Party(b) of Belorussia organize lec-
tures and reports on general political themea,‘ for teachers, to be delivered
no less than once a month agd ‘organize pdlitical circles for the study of
“Marxist-Leninist theory: by‘.jg'eachers .

The TsK VKP(b) called upon a number of people's commissariats and re-

public institutions of the RSFSR: to render assistance to the Belorussian

" SSR in the r‘estoxation of- the cultural-educational institutions of the re-

i public.

- From — Sputnik Agitatora, 1944, No 17,
" September, pppl7-18, 19

ON THE FOUR-PAGE ISSUES OF OBLAST, KRAY AND
REPUBLIC NEWSPAPERS FOR 29 JULY 1945

In the Central Committee VKP(b)

The TsK VKP(b) reached a decision "On the Four-Page Issues of Oblast,
Kray, and Republic Newspapers for 29 July 1945"; it established that the
increase of the volume of republic, kray and a number of oblast nevspapers
and the measures taken in connection with this by party organizations, have
made it possible to improve the quality of many newspapers and to interpret
more effectively in them the economic-political problems facing the workers
of repwlics, krays, and oblasts. The TsK VKP(b) regards the issues of
Zarya Vostoka (Georgian SSR) and Kazakhstanskaya Pravda, as the most suc—
cessful of the republic newspapers for 29 July and the issue of Tikhookean-
skaya Zvezda (Khabarovskiy Kray) as the most successful of the Kray and
oblast newspapers published in four pages,

The following were published in the 29 July issue of Zarya Vostoka:

a pithy leading article, "Discipline and Exactness in Party WOI‘](_.";& varied
and interesting report on iife in the republic and the Soviet Union'; a vivid
review "Our Mighty Motherland,";material.on the work of a machine-tool con- ’
struction plant 5 two articles on party themes; a proﬁaganda article, "The
Economic Disarmament of Germany; a poem; a feuilleton; a review of a pro-
duction at the opera—housé 5 & press review; letters from readers; foreign
information; news items; and advertisements, The materials in this news- '
paper are v&riéd in content and are of high quality‘ in literary and artistic
style,

In the 29 July issue of the newspaper Kazakhstanskaya Pravda, the lead-
ing article and two pithy articles of correspondence‘were devoted to problems
of party life., The newspaper published selecf;ions from materials on the.
work of industry, the harvesting of crops, articles on the development of

cattle raising, information on the Soviet Union and the republic, a pr
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of the 16 oblasts of the republic is supplied in this issue of the news-
‘paper. The Sunday issue of the newspaper Tikhooqua.nskaxa Zvezda is well
planned and well executed. The editorial 'staff skillfully selects a prin-
cipal task for the day —- preparation: for the harv;asting of crops -- and
sidé by side with this, supplies interesting articles on the work of the
most important branches of indust;'y of the kray.. ‘The variety of genre
makes thsv newspaper lively and interesting.

The TsK VKP(b) noted that the 29 July issue of the newspaper Turk-

menskaya Iskra is completely unsatisfactory. The TsK of the Communist
Party(b) of Turkmenia and Comrade Pitenko, the editor of the newspaper did
not fulfill the decree of the TsK VKP(b) on improving the quality and in-
creasing the volume of the newspaper; they published the issue of "Turk-
menskaya Iskra" in two pages. The Sunday issue of this magazine testifies ~
to the isolation of the editorial staff from the life of the republic; it

does not contain one real article or correspondénce. The pages of the

newspaper are * ed with casual, ungrammatically composed correspondence
and notes, full of flagrant errors and misprints., The newspaper is printed
so poorly, that it is even dii‘fi’cuit to read the headlines of the news-~
paper, s - A

Many local newspapers are unsatisi‘actm‘ily~ formulated and have a low
quéiity of printing (Krasnoyarskiy Habochix; Sovetskaya Kirgiziya, Stalin-

gradskaya Pravda, Kommunist (Saratov), Kommunist Tadzhikistana)., Some

newspapers publish too mani photographs and drawings (Sovetskaya Litva,
Sovetskaya ]'.aﬁrixa, Sovetskaya Estoniys, Ural'skix\. Rabochiy). The edito-
rial staffs of the newspapers Golos Naroda (Estor.)ié.n SSR), Pravda Ukrainy,
Rad: Qns'ka Ukraina, Sotsialistik Kazakhstan compile issues of long articles,
whi:ch crowd out o}:her information from the newspaper, make only slight use

of authors not on the staff,
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‘ day 29 July issue of the republic newspaper Kommunist Tadzhikistan on1§

" the Tsk KP(b) of Turkmenia does not devote the necessaz;y attention to re-

The TsK VKP(b) noted the irresponsible attitude of the TsK of the

Communist Party(b) of Tadzhikistan to its newspaper; as a, result, the Sun-

left the press on Wednesday the first of August, ’

The TsK VKP(b) also noted that on 29 July almost all local newspapers
were several hours late in coming off the press and in the cities of Vil';
nyus, Kishinev, Sverdlovsk, Gortkiy, and Tashkent, the majority of sub-
scribers only receiveg the newspaper on Tuesday. Acquaintance with the
Sunday issues of local newspapers shows that, some central committees of
communist parties of the union republics, kr;ay and oblast committees VKP(b)
and newspaper editors have not taken the necessary measures for improving
the quality of newspapers., The shortcomings of local newspapers, noted
in the decres of the TsK VK?(b) #0n Improving the Quality and Increasing

the Volume of Republic, Kray, and Oblast Ne\jspapers," are being eliminated

very slowly. Giving an unsatisfactory account of questions of international
life is a serious shortcoming in the Sunday issues of many local newspapers.,
n The TsK VKP(b) noted that the editorial staffs of the newspapers éﬂg
Vostoka, Kazakhstanskaya Pravda, and Tikhookeanskaya Zvezda have done much

work to improve the quality of their newspapers. The TsK VKP(b) noted that

public n;awspapers; does not direc_t their activities; does not concern it-
self with the needs of editorial staffs; as a resu;t the newspaper "Turk:-
menskaya Iskra is published on two pages and is on an extremely low level;
the TsK VKP(b) pointed out to Comrade Pitenko, the editor of the newspaper,

the irresponsible attitude toward editing the newspaper.
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The TsK VKP(b) called the attention of the TsK_'KP(b) of Tadzhikstan

to the absolutely inadmissable delay of the newspaper Kommunist Tadzhiki-

stan in coming off the press and proposed it take the measures necessary
for the improvement of the republic newspaper and for the ensurance that
it come off the press on time, ~

The TsK VKP(b) called upon th:e’?xfag.fct?}?gi::;;&ist parties of the
union republics, kray committees, and also oblasvf, gommittees, by whom the
publication of 4-page newspapers was authorized, to examine all newspaper
issues which have been published since the incre;:se of the;:Lr volume, and
'tq outline measures for in}proving the quality of their newspapers in ac-
cordance with the decree of the TsK VKP(b) "On the Improvement of the Qual-
ity and the Increase of the Volume of Republic, Kray, and Oblast Newspapers,"

' of the communist parties

‘The TsK VKP(b) proposed that the central committees,of the union re-
publics, kray and oblast committees VKP(b) staff the editorial offices of
republic, kray, and oblast newspapers with qualified workers within a
period of two weeks,

The TsK VKP(b) called upon TASS to improve the international surveys
for local newspapers, assigning f;he. composition of t}iése surveys to qual-
i_fieﬁ vriters, and also to increase the volume and improve the quality of
the Union ‘a'nd foreign information given to local newspapers, The transmis-
sion of TASS reports for the regular issue of the néuspapers must be com-
pleted no J:tatér than 0100, ’

The TsK VKP(b) has called upon the central-committees of the communist
parties of the union republics, kray and oblast committees VKP(b) to estab-
lish a rigid schedule for nev{sphper publication and “to provide for the de-
livery of newspapers to rea&ers on time., Local newspapers must come off
the press no ~lg’§er than 0560.

o ) Mng;azine Propagandist, 1945
No 16, pp 19-21
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ON THE FOUR-PAGE ISSUES OF REPUELIC, KRAY, AND OBLAST NEWSPAPERS,

FOR .5, 12, and 19 AUGUST 1945.

In the Central Committee VKP(b)

The TsK VKP(b), baving examined the four<psge issues of locel news-
papers for Sunaay, 5 August 1945, noted that the most successful were
the issues of Kazakhstanskaye Pravda, Sovetskaye Kuban' and the Rostovskaya
Oblast newspaper M¥olot. »

The editorial staffs of these nevspapers published leading articles
of substance and skillfully selected a main topic for the dey -- crop
harvesting and grain collection. By the example of leading kolkhozes
end rayons, newspepers teach agricultural workers to overcome the difficulties
in completing harvesting operations and grain collection, criticize back-
ward kolkhozes, MIS, and rayons and call on kolkhozniks to fulfill on time
their quotas for grain delivery to the state.

The TsK VKP(b) regarded as \Fxnutigractorily prepared the !.ssunn of
the Kalininskaya Oblast nevspaper Proletarskays Pravia and of the news-
paper Sovetskaya Litva. Lo ~—— )

The.editorial staff of the newspsper Proletarskays Puv&g published
an extremely v‘euk poem and an essa&, havins no artistic vaiug vhatever,

and filled an entire page by these materials. Almost half oi\‘. the fourth -

page vas devoted to adverti ts . _y'l'he gavera poor account
of the problems in harvesting crops. There is sbsolutely no @rornition
on the oblast. The issue of the newgbnpgr has been poorly plsaned and
heg: sn unsatisfactory format. -

'me Sundsy 5 August 1slu'e of the newspaper &vetsk_gxy I;ifva consists
of I extensive articles m;'l some binrdmtion'. There is not oﬁe artich
in the newspsper sbout 1ife in the Soviet Union or the republics. The

uberié],l of .the issue are carelessly :e;ii_ted. The TsK VKP(b) noted the. .

umsatisfastory formst of the

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6

The TskK VKP(b), having inspected the Sunday 12 August issues of peper with erticles swmmarizing the work of different sports societies

newspapers published in four pages, noted that the editorial staffs of the oblast, which hed little point and content and were uninteresting

of many newspapers have begun to compile better Suﬁday issues. for the mess reader. Articles on egricultural subjects were written

The TsK VKP(b) noted that the most successful issues for 12 ! superficially. An artiéle "School of Humenity" which was completely
® August were published by the editoriel staffs of "Redyans 'k Ukrayina", ' unsuiteble for the press was published in the newspesper; crude anecdotes

"Sovetskays Kuban'"™ and "Gor*kovskeys Kommma". The editorial staffs : concerning sorceresses and quack veterinariens sre contained in the

of these newspapers hgl;nned their Sundey issues well, having published article.
. Whlch are ° . B
materials in them/varied in type and genre. These nevspepers efficiently : In the Sunday iséue of the newspeper Kresnoyarskiy Rebochiy, there

and skillfully give an account of the progress of crop harvesting and is no‘fji clarity of purpose and a masin taesk of the day is not segected.

. grain collection, propegandize the experience of léaders of sgriculture This issue of the newspaper consists almost entirely in materials of -
in fulfilling of government quotas ahead of schedule, sharply criticize { an informationel cheracter and does not give a deep interpretation of
those who are slow and displey lack of organization in the fulfillment of one problem in the work of industry end egriculture. There is not. one -

this most:importent government tesk.. A positive characteristic of the ; article sbout the work of perty orgenizations end local soviets. There’ )

Sunday issues of “‘%f:e b, enti d . is. the fact thet they contain’ is a lengthy erticle on the sovkhozes of the kray and en article devoted

a veriety of information and materials with point efid substance on problems to Physical Culture Dey, both composed in the style of departamental

of the work of industry, Soviet :Inatitutim, VUZes and schools; this : reports. The newspaper contains no information on the Soviet Union’ ‘Sa‘nd

Krasnoyarskiy Kray. Most of the articles are cerelessly edited, and the _; !

and heightens their role in the education of the workers. i format of the issue is extremely poor. . o
The Molotovskeya Oblest newspaper Zvezde did not publish any a;-‘bic%gs_ )‘7

makes the newspepers interesting to difterent strata of the population

The TsK VKP(b) regarded the issues of the fol.lov;lng ﬂmpapu-s as

unsatisfactorily compiled: Kommunist Tadzhikisten, Urel'skiy Rebochiy, ’ on the work of industry in its 12 August issue. In the selection on | he g

Krasnoyarskiy R-i:ochix and the Molotovskaya Oblast newspaper Zvezda. © Kolkhoz 'Gord Kuzhim;' (Krasnyy Put'), a contradictory eveluation -of phe
The editorial board of the newspaper "m( ist Tadzhikistaniincluded

-almost nothing at all on the progress of agricultural ylork in the ®public.

work of the kolkhqz is given; side by side with statements concerning
the successes of this kolkhoz in crop harvesting, figures are ci‘1::ed
*“The nevspaper's own materiels were below standard and carelessly edited. which testify to the slow tempo bf the kolkhoz's fulfillment of its

‘ harvesting plan. The editorial staff published a badly written® fe\xi—]‘leton

The newspeper was poorly arranged and was extrenely_ late in coming off

. the press; without point or substance.

On 12 August, the editorisl staff of the newsﬁpér Ural'skiy Rabochiy For the purpose of improving Union information, the'Ts}( VKP(b) con-ﬂ

sidered it necessary .to transmit no less then 200-300 lines ’o}f»»varri

did not publish one erticle on the work of industry, and filled the x;evs-

_253 -
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't{nd intei‘esting union‘informtion, toalocal newspa;)er% daily, and also
. to rf::gule.rly distribute . to newspapers vivid sketches and skillfully
Eompos"ed articles on the life of the union republics, krays, and oblasts.
v The TsK VKP(b), having examined the four-page igs(zes of locel news-
papérs, for Sinday, 19 August 1945, no‘oedz that the most successful arve
the Sundgy issues of the..é}é.o.rgian,republic newspaper Kommmis't, the
.. Kha'bs‘rovsk new'spaper Tikh;oéléeanskgxa Zvezda, the. newsi)apér Gor'kovskaya
Kommune, and ‘the Sal;atovs}gaya Oblast newspaper Kommunist.

Well-prepared articles, sketches, and correspondence concerning the
combat activitigs of Soviet aviation during the period of the Great
Patriotic Wer were published in these newspapers in c;)nnection with
A ilation Day. The newspapérs ‘tell stories about the fliers of their
republic and oblast, who have become heroes of th;a Soviet Union, about
the l;ationsl love for Stelinist aviation and sbout bhe active participation
of Soviet patriots in the strengthening of the Red Army Air Force.

The editgrial staffs of the newspapers are con;istently and persistently

orgaﬁizing_reports on the progress of the hervesting of crops and grain
’ éoilection, publishing operative correspondence and sﬁort reports from
rayons éoﬁcex:ning the progress of harvesting work and the fulfillment

T of quotas. for grain delivery to the government. Sihult’arieously with the

e@erience of leading kolkhozes, MI'S, and rayons, they publish criticisms

("'qf those which are lagging in the fulfillment of the pIgn for crop harvesting

and grein collection. ' ’ .

'In articles concerning the work of industry, the newspapers concentrate
"their attentiqn on the prinblems‘ of the organiz'ationAof 'production and the
maétery of mew types of production for the national economy &and the
sa.tisfa_c'tion of the wo;‘kefs‘ needs. ‘The editérial staffs also publish

icles and mformatmn on the cultural 11fe of the republic, kray, and

i
B
;
i
H

S B S

The Sunday issues of the ahove-mentioned nevspapers are distmguished
by their articles whlch are varied in type and subject, thus makmg the:
more eppealing and interesting.

i

The TsK VKP(b) regarded as unsatisfactorily composed the issues of the

follqwlng newspapers: Turkmenskays Iskra, Sovetskaya Kirgiziye, and the.
Armenian republic newspapers Kommunist -and Sovetakan Ayastan. . :
The editorial steff of the newspaper Turkmenskaya Iskre did not fulfill )
the decree of the ’l'sK VKP(b) on improving the quality of the newspape-r. ‘I’hé
editorial staff did not publish even one Ertlcle devoted to Aviation Day
in the Sunday issue of 19 August. The editorial steff's own materials
occupy less than one newspaper Page in this issue and even they are )
ungrammatically composed. The editorial steff, as before, is isc;lated
from the life of the republic and does not give an account of the actiivij‘f;};-
of perty organizations, local soviets of worker deputies, end does 'novt; s'ejl;
forth the work of industry and agriculture.
The editorial staffs of the Armenien newspapers Kommunist and Sovet:
Ayastan incorrectly planned their Sundey iésues.‘ The life ‘of the repﬁ
was not reflected sufficiently in newspapers. Extremely weak and poorl
edlted articles were pu‘ollshed in the newspa.per Sovetakan Axastan u.q T

the heading "Satlre and Humour".

and in some articles » Permits a groundless defamation .of the y

soviet, and economic orgenizatinns. In & lead:mg artlcle, the
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bility for ‘bhi‘s\ ;mlylohlthev ‘t‘éacl?ers.‘_ The edit.oria_l staff fasses over

in s-ilence the du%‘.ies of'pai‘i':y‘ an& sovié‘t organizs.tio'ns_ in connection

with the fulfillment of .the lew concerning universal ct;mpulsory primary

edut;ation. Onlylnegative facts are stated in the articles and correspondence

-of the "Party Life" section and in the selection on}éric"ulture.
- . From - Magazine _:Propagandist‘!? 19k5

No 17, pages 20-22

CONCERNING THE AGITATION-PROPAGANDA WORK OF PARTY ORGANIZATIONS IN
CONNECTION WITH THE LAW PASSED ON THE FIVE-YEAR PLAN FOR
REHABILITATION AND DEVELOPMERT OF THE NATIONAL
ECONOMY OF THE USSR F'OR 1946-1950

In The Central Committee Vl(?!bt, 1946'

The TsK VKP(b) made a decision "Concerning Agitprop> Work of Party
Orgpniutioim in Cimmetion with the law pessed on the Five-Year Plan
for Swr Rehabilitation and Development of the National Economy o:f. the
USSR for 1946-1950". The TsK VKP(b) suggested that party organizations
broedly develop maés-political work for acquainting all workers with the
sbove-mentioned law, for explaining to the workers the tasks of the post-
war Five-Year Plen and of mobilizing "the Soviet people to the struggle for
fulfillment and overfulfillment of the new Five-Year Plan.

In this decision, the TsK VKP(b) emphasized thet this work is mot
a short-term cempeign, but an important component of the agitprop: work
of the party for the coming period. Party organizations shopld point
out to workers that the realization of the Five-Year Plan cen only be
ensured through the fulfillment end overfulfillment of current economic
plens. The most important task of perty orgenizations consists in devel-
oping this struggle for the fulfilimént and overfulfillment of the 1946
plan:y of the quarterly and monthly plans of ggch rep\:bli.c end oblast, of
every branch of the national economy, by every plant, factory, nev project,
mine, pit-and reilroed. Party orgmizgtibﬁs in the villege are obuga"d
to struggle for the successful 'coni)letion‘ of high-qua}ity Sgr:.cult\u-al
work in 19%&6, for increesing the harv;nt, and the Pth"wt
livestock-raising in every kolkhoz, sovkhoz, rayon, oblest, which are
important contributions to the fulfillment of the five-!enr Pl and

improving the standard of living of '@ho'yiorkers. Party orgu'ni'utipn’s_“-'

should regularly point out to all workefs that, on their efforts, on the

’-?58-
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intensive and selfless lebor of every Soviet men at his own post, depend The TsK VKP (b) proposed that perty orgenizations orgenize the
the successful fulfillment of the Five-Year Plan, the further increese careful instruction of lecturers and agltstors, who are to give

in the power of the socielist State, end en improvement in the material reports and lead discussions on the Five-Year Plan; orgenize the ™
weli‘are of the Soviet peopie. stuziy of the new Five-Year Plen by all members and candidates of

The TsK VKP (b) commissions all party, trade un‘ion" and Komsomol ' ’ the party; orgenize consultetions in the party consulting rooms

orgenizations to develop extensively the socialistic competition of for aiding commmists who are studying the Five-Year Plen

workers, cdmpetition of enterprises, k;:lk.‘nozes, vi.‘l.léges, cities, independently; conduct lectures and lead debates on the Five-Year
,reyons, oblasts, krays, and republics for the fulfillment and over- Plan, in party schools, political schools and circles; organize ‘
fulfillment of yearly, quarterly and monthly plens in 1946, for the the study of the Five-Year Plen in all VUZes end technical schools. '
_prompt rehebilitetion of sgriculture in the reyons which suffered The TsK VKP (b) recommended thet editorial staffs of neWspapers -

! publish
* from the Germen occupetion, for the steady increase of the productivity end megazines regularly/propaganda erticles and materisl on the basic,

of lebor, for the successful realization of the Five-Year Plan. divisions of the Five-Year Plan, as well as give broad coverage to the’
The TsK VKP (b) has obliged the oblast and kray committees of the progress of socialist cc;mpe!;ition: of workers for its fulfillment and °
VKP (b) end the TsK of the commmnist parties of the,union republics overfulfillment. In accordencé with the decision of the TsK VlCP‘(b),’:‘
to orgenize lectures, reports and discussions for the workers on the newspepers should daily explain to the Vélljkers the general 'bas_ké of )
following subjects concerning the Five-Year Plan: "Basic Tasks of the the Five-Year Plan for the rehabilitation and development of the -
:,_ .Fi;le-Year Plan in Restoring and Developing the Nationael Economy of the national economy, as well as the tasks before the individuel ralpubl'i:c_s,
‘USSR";' "Plan of Developﬁg Industry a‘nd"l‘ransport in the New Five-Year krays, oblasts, rayons and enterprises. It is necessary, day .aﬁtez:"cdqyj

.~ Plan"; "Plan for the Development of Agriculture of the USSR in 1946-1950"; - by concrete examples and facts, to point out the practicel fulfillment, .

‘"Raising the Materisl and Culturel Level of the Life bf‘ the People - The of production plans in all branches of the nationel economy of the

Most- Tmportant Task of the Five-Year Plan in 19h6_1950»u; "pive-Year Plan country, to give wide dissemination to the experience of leaders in .-

.

=

for Rebuilding énd Developing the Nationel Economies of the Union Republics";

. “Basic Economic Tasks of the’ USSR"; "The Path for Concluding the Building-up

5 Henk L5

of a Socialistic Society end Of Gradusly . Transition Tx_‘bm Socielism to
Commmism in the USSRY ; "The Role of Soviet Science in the Struggle for
-, +the further growth of our motherlend". In reports, lectures, -and discussions,

it is necessary to set forth the general tasks of the Five-Year Pian es well . and kolkhozes.

S the, specific tasks of the different branches of the national economy, of

h .I:'.in,iividual republics, obi;iéts, rayons and enterprisés.
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R 'l‘he TsK VKP ('b')f:has‘ obliged the OGIZ of the RSFSR to publish the
_L_a"'f:.o.n :‘l':he.Five, Y;ea_:c Plen for the Rehabilitation end Development of
’,'the‘ Natinnal Ecoromy of the USSR in 1946-1950" as o separate book
N w1th a g:;irculatiﬁn Aof five million copies, and com_m:.i.ssions the TsK
of‘t};e communist farties of the union republics and the oblast committees
. of ;th;a autonomous republics to publish separate books with the text of
"ttl‘lel ."Ia'w." “in the languages of the peoples of the USSR.

_From - Propagendist, 1946

“To. 7-8,4Pgss35536-

CONCERNING MEASURES FOR IMPROVING THE OBLAST NEWSPAPERS MOLOT (ROSTOV-,
ON-DON), VOLZHSKAYA KOMMUNA (KUYBYSHEV), AND KURSKAYA PRAVDA ‘

In the Central Committee VKP(b), 1946

The TsK VKP(b) discussed the question and pessed a decree on messures

for improving the oblast newspapers Molot (Rostov-on—“'n) » Volzhskaya
Kommuna (Kuybyshev), and Kurskaya Pravda.

It noted that the three newspapers are being conducted on a low -
cultural and ideological level and are not, in practice, centers of
political work among the masses. The editorial staffs of the above~
mentioned newspapers did not take advantage of the ﬁcreue in the
volume of newspepers to four pages as established by the decision of
the TsK VKP(b) of 20 June 1945, for fundamentally improving the content
and quality of newspepers. The editorial staffs of the papers are isolated
from the local party and soviet organizations, do not study the actual state
of local affairs, do not give the proper coverage to their own oblasts and
do not show initiative in raising basic questions of party-politicel work,
of economic and cultural construction. The newspapers do not fearlessiy
criticize the activities of local or;aniz-tibns; only feebly do they
struggle for strengthening state and labor discipline in all groups of
the soviet and economic apparatus. The edit'orinl staffs do not indulge )
in-self-criticism, and this results in many gross errors and shortcomings
in the newspepers. '

The TsK VKP(b) noted that in Molot, questions of perty life are
shellowly and unsystematically presented; The subjects on the party section
are poor; the most important questions of party-orgenization and pnrty-'
political work are not reflected in the nevspngr;. the quality of the
material published is on a low level. Molot does not draw secretaries and

mexbers of the bureaus of locel party organizations into perticipation in
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the newspaper; it is isolated from the locel party.ektiv and does not
critiéize deficiencies in the w;>rk of party orgenizations of Rostov

end Rostovskaya oblast. The life of Komsomol organiz;tions and questions
of party guidance of the komsomol have been completely ignored by the
editorial steff of Molot.

Thé newspaper does not publish articles, 1ecturés , replies to questions
from r;;ders , consultations to aid those studying the f:.heory end history of
the Bolshevist Party; not one of the bettexj lectures given in Rostov and
Rosto\;sl‘mya oblast waes printed in Molot; the local- propagandist forces

. were not drawn into participatiop in the newspaper.
Molot does not conduct systematic propaganda work on the law con-
“-cerning the new Five-Year Plen, and only weakly mentions the experience
of the leaders in the competition in industry, in particular, the coal
and metellurgicel industries, and in sgriculture. Questions on the
development of animal husbandry in the oblast are yer)'r poorly treated.
The newspeper only feebly struggled for the rehabilitation of enterprises
gn'd kolkhozes which were victims of the Germen occupation, for the further
organizational-economic sirengthem'?n_g of ‘cht.e kolkhozes, for elimination of
the after:ei‘fect§ of the false‘ and slenderous Gefnmn—fascist propaganda
spread among the population of Rostovskaya Oblast.: . -

Vol-zhskaxa‘ Kbmma gives an extremely poor accou.nt'on its pages of
the economics of therblast. The editorial steff doe.é not raise important
burr{ing‘ questiqns in the operestion of industry; in‘stéad, it is limited by

. pgtty monotonous paragraphs on the fulfillment of plan; by individual
. factories, shops, sectors, brigedes, and about the records of the
e.khanbvi'tes. The qewspape:r does not teke the role o‘f en orgenizer of
' R épcialist competition for the. pre~-schedule fuli‘iﬁeht of monthly and
-q@arterly‘ plens; it does not give an gcéoupt of the eiq_)erience of the

~ leaders in industry e does not criticize the work ‘of laéging enterprises.

AR NS A G

SRR

In clerifying questions of sgriculture in the newspaper, many cliches
and stock phrases are used. The editorial steff does not study the reasons
why individual rsyons and MIS ere lagging; correspondence, which eriticizes
the work of the sovkhozes and koll;hozes is written £ in a superficisl manner
without eny knowledge of the metter and there.fore n‘:Loes not exert any
influence on the progress of agricultural work in the oblast. Ag‘iculthrgl
peculiarities of the oblast a}ce not brought out in the newspa.per:s 3 very
little attention is peid to the basic crop, wheat; questions are not ’
raised concerning broad measures in the struggle for the creation of a
stable, productive agriculture during the drought conditions not infrequent
in Kuybyshev. The newspaper writes very 1little ebout organizational-
economic strengthening of kolkhozes, end does not devote eny attention
to the struggle for high agricultural engineering.

The “Party Life" section of Volzhskeye Kommumne suffers from extreme
nerrow-mindedness and monotonous themes. Questions concerning party-
orgenizetional end party-political work are almost completely ignored.

The leading oblast, city, and rayon party sktiv are not taking part in

. the newspaper.

The newspaper Kurskaya Pravda struggles only feebly for the rehabili-~ |

tation of the economy end culture in thé éblast, which suffered from the
hostile occupation; it does not conduct systematic work for mobilizing
the workers to overcoming the difficulties entailed Vin the resolution 7
of this important task. ‘ .

The editorial staff gives e superfici;i and unsystematic account in
the newspaper of such ﬁtdly importent questions as: the organizational-
economic strengthening of ‘kolkhozes; the, extension of acreage under crops; .
increasing prz;ductivity; developing animal fxusbandry; iifting the cul’gui‘é

of the agriculture end the materiel standard of living of kolkhoznik
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: v“Li..miifA,ing itself to. the publication of current and often insignificant
information, Kurskaya Pravde does not pre'sen’c ques\ti_ons -on the future
development of egriculture end industry in the oblast; it does not

. 'coxjxduct a serious _struggle for the successful re’bl;ild'ing of the cities
a:;d villeges of the oblasts; gives a superficial account of the work of
:construction orgs.nizatiéns ax;Ad.does not displey initiative in disseminating
.the experience of the 1ea.ding people [in industry and agriculture.]

R An outstending sﬁortcoming in Kurskeye Pravda is its unsatisfactory
presentation of questions on party ‘life. The newspa-per publis};es a very
-little materiel on the education of young communists » on the political work
-of thé party orgenization emong the different strata of the population, on
‘the education of youth or guidance of the komsomol.\

The editoriel steff of this newspaper does not devote the proper emount
of/;?ggg;:ggatgftﬁgrxist-Leninist theory, and only from time to time does
it publish e propaganda article, lecture, consultation or a reply to a

\reader'ds question. The plropaganda section in the editorial staff is not
-staffed with qualified workers .

' Kurskaya Pravde does not render aid to rayon newspapers or direct their
" activities. Surveys of the rayon newspapers are very rarely published (from
January to May only 2 surveys were published), end even ‘they were unsabis-
factory. B

The TsK VKP (b) considers the leadership unsatis%actory which the .
Rgs.tovskaya, Kuybyshevskaya, gnd Kurskeya ohlast committees of the VKP (v)
‘ére giving to the work of their oblast newspapers. ’ifhe oblast committees
of the VKP (b) underestimate the‘siénificence’ of newspapers as an extremely

Es 1mportant means for improving all ideological-political work among the masses,
ma.kes only sllght use of them for strengthenmg the leadershlp of party,

sov1et.and économic llfe and for mobilizing the workers to a resolution of
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the tasks of economic and cultural construction. The cblast committees
do not take measures to strengthen the editoriel staffs by staffing them
with qualified workers » do not discuss the reports of editorla.’l. staffs
and do not examine their plans for the operation of the newspaper , do
not give daily direction to th,e activities of the editorial staffs. . The
Rostovskaye oblast committee VKP (b) permitted & serious error in
authonzing the publication of a speciel issue of the nevspaper Molot on
fishing paid for by che Azovo-Donskoy Fishing Trust » Placing thereby the

workers of the oblast Party newspeper in material dependence on the busmess

executives and permitting the trust to buy off any criticism of the short-

comings in its work.

. It has been proposed that the Ros‘covske,ya, Kuybyshevskaya and Kurskaya
oblast committees VKP (b) eliminate the gbove-mentioned outstanding short-
comings in the work of oblast newspapers and guarantee en improvement in
the quality of the newspapers as soon as Possible, along with an elevation
of their role as the strongest means for the improvement of the party'st
leadership of all branches of work in tixe oblast.

The TsK VKP (b) considers thet the most importent obligation of news-
papers is the daily explanatwn of the tasks of the new I‘lve-Year Ple.n
and the mob:.l:.zat:.on of the workers to its fulfl]_lment and overi‘l ent, *
Newspapers must, by clear and convineing examples » point out the prospects
for the economlc and culturs_'L development of :the oblast, the” means of

increasing the productivity of lsbor in the bas:.c bra.m:hes of the nat ¢

'ecgnonw, must struggle for the most rapid. development of the leading branches

of the economy ; ‘Propagandizé the experlence of industrial 1nnova.tors s and of
the foremost enterprises and kolkhozes; 5 organize the bolshevist crlt:.clsm

of shortcomings in the work of the party, sov1et » trade-union and economc

orga.nlzatlons H mdlcate ways of - overconu.ng difficulties in resolw.ng economc-

political tasks.
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* The TsK VKP (b) hes required the’ Rostovskeya, Kuybyshevskaya end
* Kurskaya oblest committees VKP (b) end the editoriel staffs of news~
-papers to meke & redical improvement in the work of-the party life
R .sections in oblast newspapers, and to guerentee the reguler presen-
tation in newépapers of all important qués‘cions- of party-orgenizational
and perty-political work. Special attention was directed to the need
. for increasing the role of newspapers in the political educetion of
young communists end improving the work of locag. party orgenizetions,
particularly those in rurel rayons. In the newspapers, it is necessary
to publish materiel expleining what the party requires of each communist,
the rights and obligations of perty members, the signi'ficam:e of raising
the ideological level of corgununists for the successful resolution of the
. tasks of socialistic construction. In clarifying the work of the party
orgenizations, ;)ewspapers should educate communists in the spirit of
fulfillment of the VKP (’h) by-laws by every member end candidate of
the VKP (b).
It":‘.ls necessary to attract{ into active perticipation in newspapers, the
lead-iné oblest, city, end rayon party sktiv, along with secreteries and
' members of the bureau of local party organlzatlons. Relying upon the
party aktiv end strengthemng their ties with pa.rt; organlza‘c:.ons ) nev;s-
papers should point out how party orgens fulfill the functlons of political
leadership and contl:ol; how they difect the activities of the economic orgens,
soviets, Ko;nsomols , trade unions and other mass orgenizations of the workers.
. é}on’sidering it inedmisseble thet questions of perty guidance of the
Komsomol end the life of the Komsomol organization have been completely
. —1@0!‘6(1 by oblast newspapers, the TsK VKP (b)- hes required that the editorial

- staffs of ohlasgt newspapers regularly insert materlal on Komsomol subjects.

@ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6
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Noting that newspapers give a very week account-of questions of
soviet construction, the TsK VKP (b) has proposed thet editorial
staffs regularly publ}.sh material in the newspapers on subjects
concerning the work and advenced experience of locel soviets, and
in every way possible aid the further improvement of the activities.
of the soviet apparatus end the further strengthening of stete discipline
in ell its sections.

It has been proposed that the editorial staffs of Molot, Volzhs
Kommuna, and Kurskays Pravde regularly print asrticles on questmns of
the theory end history of the Bolshevist Perty, as well as on questions
of the economics of their oblasts, replies to questions from readers, -
consultations, and better lectures; that they enlist quelified prope-
gendists in newspaper work and give an account of propagenda work.
Newspapers should devote particular attention to questions of the
commmnist education of workers and of the struggle ageinst the remeants
and influences of the hostile ideology.

Tt is necessary to develop propagenda more extensively on knowledge,
of the naturel sciences, using the locel cadres of scientific workers for
this purpose.

In the :mterests of broedly familierizing the workers with the issues
of the day on mterna‘clonal life, it has been recommended that edltcr:.al
staffs of oblast newspapers insert better articles on the most important
international and externei politicel subjects published in the central

press.’

The editorial staeffs of Molot, Volzhskeye Kommuna, and Kfurskgza Pravda

are to regularly publish surveys of city and rayon newspepers, thus rendering

them sssistance by practical advice and concrete instructions.
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The oblast committees VKP (b) have been suthorized to organize,
under the editorial steffs of oblast newspapers, practical experience
for editors and secretaries of the editorial boards of the rayon news-
papers. , N

It is proposed that editorial staffs of newspapers print letters
from the workers in each issue; listen keenly to“ oiglqals from readers;
that fhey do not let one letter go unattended and’ that ’chei/ report to
. the authors concerning the measures taken on thei:f' }etters.

Considering that the extensive enlistment in newspeper work of
correspondents from among the workers, peasantry end the intelligentsia
is the most important condition for the improvement of newspepers and
the strengthening of its ties with the masses, the TsK (VKP (b) has
proposed thet the editoriel staffs of newspapers organize daily work
with the author aktiv end call meetings of the author aktiv outside
the editorisl steff, for discussing plens of ‘ché work of editorial
staffs, as well as meetings of readers including reports from the
editors on the operation of nlawspapers. N

It has been proposed that the editorial staﬁ‘s of Molot Molot, Volzhskﬂa
}mmmmn and K}mﬁkm& improve the leadership of their own correspondents
by cealling them together not less then once every two months for instruction
and exchange of experience; that they confirm the work plans of their
correspondents once a month: and send their correspondents criticel reviews
of theu‘ materiel on a regular bas:Ls.

. The TsK VKP (b) requests that “the Rostovsk;ya, Kuybyshevskaya and Kurskays
oblast committees VKP (b) B csrry out the following measures for strengthening
>the editorial steffs of oblast newspapers and 1mprov1ng the 1eadersh1p of

' them: . o=

a) send a group of quelified workers for work in the editorial staffs

of newspapers in order to strengthen the sections of editorial staffs;

b) completely staff the network of 'permanent correspcn&ents of
rayon newspapers within a month;

¢) each month exemine, in the bureeu of the oblast committee VKP (b) B
the work plan of now;spapers,

d) listen to the accounts of editors of oblast newspapers in the
buresu of the oblast committee VKP (b) not less than twice a year, as
well as the accounts of the heads of the sections of editofial staffs;

e) in order to strengthen editofial staffs orgenizetionally eid ’
improve the quelity of newspapers, recommend that the Rostovskaya, -
Kuybyshevskaya and Kurskeya oblast committees VKP (b) create in the
newspapers Molot, Volzhskays Kommuna and Kurskaye Pravda editorial
poards [redektsionnyye koulegii] of five to seven menbers [selected]
from the leading workers in the editoriel staffs, [thereby] strengthening .
the editorial boards with quelified and trained comrades.

The Administration of Propagende end Agitation TsK VKP (b) is charged
with the following: Jjointly with the corresponding oblast and kray commlttees
VKP (b) it is to work out pract:Lcal proposals for changmg the structure of
oblast and kray newspapers and their steffs in conformity with the economlcs
and peculiarities of each oblast; to periodicelly holé. seminars at the’
Administration of Propagande and Agitation TsK VKP (b) for editors of
oblast, kray and republic newspapers; to work out and execute "_plans"for
publishing literature to aid newspaper cadres; to consider the reéuests
of the editorial staffs of Molot, Volzhskaye Kommuna, end Kurskeye Pravda

on strengthening their polygraphic basis and to 1nstall the necessary equlp-

ment within a month.

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6



N
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Cop

Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6

- TASS 'is aé‘ked. to improve, the quelity of the daily international ON PARTY AND SOCIAL-POLITICAL PERTODICALS

A"s'i'z.;ve)"s and {‘jnion iﬁformétion wh{ch are trensmitted to oblast news- On The Decree of the Tsk VKP(b) "On Periodicals of the Central Committed, 1946

The TsK VKP (b) passed a decree "On the Periodicals of the Central

" i i blast apers
papers weekly, and to organlfe tv_he .d’:Lstrlbution to .o last newspap ——

of articleé on the more pressing problems of internationel life as
' ) . It noted that the party periodicals, Partiynoye Stroitel'stvo,

weil as essays on the-life of the union republics, krays and oblasts.
Propagendist, Sputnik Agitatorae and V Pomoshch' Lektoru, which ere being

The Press Bureau of Pravda has proposed that the-servicing of
R R i . . . published at the present time, are not fulfilling their tasks satis-
Do oblast newspapers by propagendist articles be improved and that the .
. } . factorily, are duplicating their efforts, end are not equel to the growing
g £illing of the orders of editoriel steffs of individual newspapers
. j demands of party cadres. '
for articles of interest to them be ensured. ! .
o In order to radically improve the content of the party and social-
’ From - Kul'tura i ghizn'
iy i N politicel periodicels, the TsK VKP (b) decreed as follows.
N No. b, 30 July 1946

As of 1 August 1946, the publication of Partiynoye Stroitel'stvo,

Propagendist, end V _Pomoshch' Lektoru, is discontinued in view of the

Tact that the publication of these periodicals which service the very
same party cadres, results in‘lel scattering of strength and to an
artificial: . isolation of the different sides of party work.

Instead of these three periodicels, one periodical of the Tsk

VKP (b), entitled Partiynaye Zhizn' will be published twice each month

in four or five pages and will have a circulation of 400,000 copies.

The periodical Partiynaya Zhizn' is intended for the oblast, city
and reyon leeding perty cadres, as well as for secretaries of local party
orgenizations and propagendists. . * .
The periodical will give a regular account of the important Questions
concerning the policy of the part}r and the Soviet State, will bi*i:ng up and
work out present-day problems of party construction, wﬁ].l clarify for
party cadres, the decree of the TsK VKP (v). It is responsibie for
generalizing and repqrting on the experience of party-orgenizational, party-

political and ideological work, as well as the activities of party orgens in
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selecting, tr‘gining, advancing and educafing party end soviet cadres.
The periodical should develop a Bolshevist criticism of shortcomings
An the. work of parf.y organizations.

THe Administration of Propegends and Agitation of the TsK VKP (o)
is éorrmissione,d to take measures for the serious imp‘rovement of the
periodicel Sputnik Agitatora. The periodicity of ':bh}s periodical hes
been increased from two to three time§ per month end the number of
"pages has been reduced from three to two. ‘

The subscribers of Partiynoye Stroitel'stvo, Prég%andist and

V_Pomoshch! Lektoru, are given the opportunity to subscribe to one

of the following periodicals: Partiynaya Zhizn', Bol'shevik, Sputnik

Agitatora.
From -- Kul'tura i Zhizn', No 6

20 Aug 1946

ON THE WORK OF THE UNIFIED STATE PUBLISHING HOUSES [0GIZ] OF THE RSFSR

In the Central Committee VKP(b), 1946

The TsK VKP(b) heard the account of the chief [zaveduyushchiy] of OGIZ
under the Council of Ministers of the RSFSR and passed a decree which '
acknowledged the work of 6GIZ as unsatisfactory.

0GIZ is not fulfilling the plans for the publication of sociel-political,
literary andvna’cural science publice.tiofxs .and is systematically failing to
issue textbooks for schools and VUZes.

The work of the editorial ai:paratus of publishing houses on menuseripts
has been unsatisfactorily orgénized. Manuscripts pass th;‘ough an unnecessary
number of stages; as a result of this, editors do not bear the responsibility‘
for books ready to go to press. The majority of editors and chiefs of
editorial staffs of publishir;g houses are inadequately trained and there-
fore are not skillful editors of books.

Publishing houses do not énlist enough scholers and specialists to
write books. Publishing houses frequently accept for publication, raw
and incomplete manuscripts which are unflt for publication. Editorial
councils of publishing houses, as a matter of fadt, do not work on or
discuss plans for th.e publicetion of litemra‘.bure or mahuscripts accepted
for publication. ) '

0GIZ makes poor use' of the polygraphic equipment of its own enter-

prises. As a result of orgenizational-technical difficulties, the printing °

houses stend idle, as a rule, 20-30 per cen{: of the working hours. OGIZ
did not provide for the recruitment of workers for the printing houses;

did not organize the training of personnel for printing enterprises ‘and:

- hes not yet orgenized the operation of printing hduse; into two shifts. ..

The vicious sly;tem of vwork norms and payment of labor hes arisen in the

printing houses of OGIZ, under which the workers in the book industry;
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-which demsnds highly skilled labor, receive less pay fchén do those in other
industries. In viéw of this, the publication of valusble literature continues
under unfavorsble conditions. >

‘Book-binding work in the printing houses of 0GIZ hes been neglected
and has become a hindrance to"che further increase ir; the output of books.
The book-binding machinery aeveilable in the printing houses is not being

utilized to the fullest extent and the newly-asrrived book-binding end

stitching machinery has not s'fet ‘been installed; training h:_as not yet been

orgenized for the quali'fied» persormél in this work..

Because of the incorrect selection ‘and a,rrangeri\enf; of personnel,
insufficiently trained personnel occupy the' ‘leadiné posts in the poly-
grephic enterprises of 0GIZ, while a great meny eng_ineer-technologists s
engineer-mechanics, end other specialists are occupied with various types
of office work in the apperatus of OGIZ. There is a great turn-over of
eﬁgineers , techniciens, end other skilled specielist.

The chiefs of 0GIZ, and especially Comrade Yudin, the former chief
‘vof_OGIZ, have hed an irresponsible attitude toward the bdischa.rge of their
duties , have not g'.nvestig;a[ted the operation of the polygraphic enterprises,
a.{'xd did not introduce the necessary order into thé i)u‘b]:ishing houses and
pfinting houses. - Shortcomings x;'ere covered up afld disruptions of the
plans for the publication of literature were not punished. To the detriment
of valusble p_olitical; literary, a_nd scientific books, OGIZ turned to the
mass publication of. various types of forms, card-board, Anote books, etc.

The production of srticles other then books end the filling of private
orders not part of the plen, have been practiced on-_ a wide scale.

' The TsK VICP(b) noted that the u.nsatisféctory opgrétion of 0GIZ has
résulted in a shaip curtailﬁent of the number of books published in the
co{mtry, and ‘t:his in turn hipders the d.evelop.ment ofr‘» science and culture

in’our country.

Tt has been decided to reorgenize OGIZ; it has been under the Council
of Ministers RSFSR and will be qrider the Council of Ministexrs USSR.

The TsK VKP(b) requests Comrade Grachev the newly-sppointed chief

' of 0GIZ, to eliminate the shortcomings which have been uncovered in the

work of the publishing houses and printing-hoilses, and to take measures
for the serious improvement of theirpperation. L '

Considering that an increase in the number of bool;s published is
one of the basic conditions for the further development of culture,
science and technics in the country, the TsK VKP(b) has commissioned OGIZ
to ensure a significant increase in the number of political, scientific,
and literary publications during the next year.

Tt has been proposed thet within a month Comrade Grachev, present
the steff of the editorial councils of the following publishing houses
%o the TsK VKP(b) for confirmation: Gospolitizdat [State Publishing
House of Political Literaturel; Goslitizdat [State Publishing House of
Belles-Lettres]; Gostekhizdat [State Publishing House of Theoretical and
Technicsl Literature]; Sel'khozizdet [State Publishing House of Agricultural
Literature]; and the [State] Publishing House of Geogrephic Literature.

The éditoriai councils have been chargéd with examining the plans
for the operation of publishing houses, and also with discﬁssing manu-
scripts for books al;riving at the publishing houses. Directors of '
publishing houses are for;rJidden to" publish manuscripts before there has
been a preliminary discussion of them in the editorial council‘.

The TsK VKP(b) requires that OGIZ end the publishing houses af‘OGIZ? -

and the publishing houses of OGIZ be guided in their work by the ap‘pi“&red o

plens for the publication of literature and that they guarantee thé un.c’on- -

rectors, .
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sﬁpulated by the plen for publication and, without the confirmation of ON THE WORK OF THE PARTY COMMITTEES OF THE TVANOVSKIY

3 0GIZ, cennot accept orders outside the plean. OGIZ has been obliged to MELANGE COMBINE, THE GLUKHOVSKIY COTTON COMBINE, AND THE

»declsively improve the quality of the polygraphy of bo‘oks. TASHKENTSKTY TEXTILE 'COMBII\IE,’J-‘?%

It has been proposed that Comrade Grachev, the chief of 0GIZ,

The TsK VKP(b) directed the attention of party committees to the

correctly place the.cadres of engineering-technical work in th
Frectly pla & & ing-technical workers in the necessity for strengthening the leadership of newspapers. Newspapers,

that the basi 1 i
) printing houses, so tha e basic mass of technicelly__tra:med persons as indicated by the TsK VKP(b), must give regular accounts of the

“wo’uld work, not in the offices, but would direct :tpe polygraphic enter-

problems of work within the party, of socialist competition, of the

-+ "prises and shops in the printing houses. .
P ® e B € life of enterprises; must cerry on a struggle egainst loafers and

7 i s ~hi P s
0GIZ is to basically reconstruct the book-binding end stitching violators of lebor discipline and must boldly criticize shortcomings

industry end, by the end of 1947, is to exceed the I;re-war level for
; . in the work.

The TsK VKP(b) has authorized the party committees of the

. the output of bound books.
The TsK VKP(b) also commissioned OGIZ to reorgenize the work of Ivenovskiy, Glukhovskiy end Tashkentskiy combines to increase the

o 3 3P 0w s oG s 3 .
. tl’{e Scientific-Research Institute of OGIZ, having commissioned the publication of the following factory newspapers to three times a week

Institute to work out the problems involved in the technical improve- and the circulation to 2,500 copies: Melenzhist, Trudovoy Front, and

Golos Stalintsa.

ment of printing and binding, in the mechanization of the processes of

"prq&uc"cion in printing. hc;uées , of improving the quality of the polygraphy From Partiynays Zhizn', 1946
. . - -~ Fartiynaye £Bi7Zn , »

N No 2, Pg k1

of the books and periodicals published.

e ' -~ From -- Kul'twes & Zhizn', No. 13,
30 October 1946
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ON THE TRAINING AND ADDITIONAL TRAINING OF LEADING PARTY AND SOVIET WORKERS

o in The Central Cofmittee VKP(b) l9£é

The TsK VKP(b) passed a decree "Oon the Treining end Additionel Training
of Leading Party end Soviet Workers".

Tt regards the condition of the work of training and advenced training
of perty end soviet workers as unsatisfactory.

There is noi.: the necess‘ary system and order in fhe training of party
and soviet workers. A drive for numbers of different perty schools and

*  courses is taking place to the detriment of quelity in _;:he training of
party cadrés. Tnstead of concentrating the training of party and soviet
workers in the large centers of the country, which have qualified cedres
of teachers, many short-term schools end courses were created, & con-
siderable part of’ which were not provided with trained teachers.

The curricula of party schools attached to thé oblast and kray
committees, end central committees of the communist »pa’rties of the union
republics are overloaded with a large number of subjects; students do not
have time for independent work én the study of Marxist:{}eninist theory.

N Répruiting for schools.and courses often has a casual character end is
condu;:ted by means of an assessment on local party organizations. Enroll-
meﬂt in party schv.aols is carried out without any pre}iminary check on the
lméwled'ge of those entering the 'scho:;ls. People who do. not have experience
in party work, are insufficiently mature with respect to the party, and
who havs; ‘not proved themselves in prac*‘tical work, are ~frequently accepted
for ﬁerty schools, which have been called on to tra%n leading party cadres.
As a result of the above-mentioned outstanding shcr{:comﬁ‘fngs in the work of
party schools, a signii:icant portion of the cadres Agta@uated by them,

turn out to be poorly trained for leading work in party orgenizations.

The additional treining of leading party end soviet cadres has
been poorly orgenized. Many perty and soviet workers have ceased 'K.‘,o
systematically work on raising their ideologicel-theoretical level and
have not during the last few years volunteered for additional training
courses. There is lacking a system by ";hich leading party end soviet
workers, efter a certain period of time must undergo additional training.

.The traininé of the theoreticel cadres of the party is also m;atis-'
faqtorily organized. The party is experiencing an acute shortage//to:adre‘s
in the central regions end locelly. Many propagenda section; of leading '
party organs, chairs of VUZes, scientific research instit;ztions, and
scientific periodicels have not been staffed with quelified workers in
the fi.eld of- Marxism-Leninism, economics, law, internstionel relations,
history, end philosophy; this impedes the further resolutic‘m of actual
problems in Marxist-Leninist theory.

In order to significantly raise the politicel end theoretical level
of leading party snd soviet workers, the TsK VKP(b) deems it necessary,
during the course of the next 3-b years, to reach the principel leading
republic, kray, oblast, city, and rayon pa.x:ty and soviet cadres with party, h
schools and ;:ourses on the additional training of party end soviet wérl;‘é;'sl.

' The TsK VKP(b) decrees as follows.

I. Concerning the Higher Party School
‘There is to be, under ;che TsK VKP(b) under the.:j'\:trisdiction .of the
Administration of pérsonnel a Highér Psr{:y Sch:c,ol with a three-year couirse
of study for the training of leading party end s,c‘{iet _worl;ere on en oblé-slt,
kray, and republic scale. "I'his s‘chool is to have‘.t’woxi_‘aéulties:. )ié:riy‘egxd ~.
soviet. The facuity of party workérg' is’ ‘i:o have the i:oilowing depz.ar'f:ﬁxiéuts:

organizational-party workers, propaganda workers ,'nevfspaperj editors.
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In order to give additionel training to party end soviet cedres,

’ ‘I}in“el-month fet’raining courses are to be orgenized for 'the following,

af. the Higher Party School: a) leading perty worke‘rs ~-- secretaries

and ‘heads of sections of oblast end kray committees, central committees
of cornz;lunist pa.rties' of the union republics , secretaries of okrug
committees and city committees of large cities; b) leading soviet
 workers -- chairmen, deputy chairmen, and heads of sections of oblast
and krey executive committees, cheirmen and deputy (;hairmen of the

. councils of ministers of the union and autonomous republics, chairmen
of the executive committees of the city soviets of lerge cities; c)
editors and deputy editors of oblast, kray and republic newspapers.

The quote of students confirmed for the Highef Party School under
the TsK VK'P(‘n) is 300 persons for each course end the quota of acceptance
for courses of aﬂditionai\. training at the school is 600 persons.

Menmbers of the VKP(b) are accepted for the Higher Party School up
to the sge of 4O years, who have jas e minim\mx, ‘completed a secondery
education and who are working in the following cepacities: secretaries
of oblast commlttees , of central committees of the communist parties of
union republics, secretaries of okrug and c1ty committees of lerge cities;
heads and deputy heads of sections of oblast and krey commlttees VKP(b), .
of central committees of the commumst parties of the union republics’,
‘chalrmen and deputy cha1rmen of the executive connm.ttees of the councils
of ministers of union and autonomous republics; chairmen of the executlve
committees of city soviets of large cities; editors and. ‘deputy editors of
republic, kray, and oblast newspapers; editors of ci_‘by‘newsﬁapers ; secre-

. tarles of oblast committees, krey committees, and the Central Commlttee
'of the Komsomol of the union republics. Members oi’ the party not included

in the above list of party end soviet workers, may a:_Lso be accepted for .

the Higher Party Schoo_l by personal selection if they have the necessary
training for entrance in the school and have proved themselves in party
and social work.

Admittence to the Higher Party School is accomplished in the mannér
9f selection of candidates for the school by oblest and kray committees,
central _committees of the communist parties of the union republics and
directly by the TsK VKP(b) as well as by epplication of those wishing
to enter the school.

Those entering the Higher Party School must take entrance exami-
nations in the history of the USSR, the Russian language, and geography
in accordance with the secondary school curriculum and t};e principles of
Marxism-Leninism in accordence with the curriculum of VUZes. Personnel
adiitted to the entrance examinations are granted';. two months leave for
preperation for the examinations; during tl}is 't:';me th'é;i.x\' pay end all types
of material security at their blace of work will be preserved.

Personnel having higher education can be admitted to the second course
of the school provided they pass examinati_oné for the first course of the
Higher Party School.

Enrollment in the Higher Party School is cerried out by decision of
the TsK VKP(b). ' ) '

The following subjects have been introduced into the curriculum of

the Higher Party School: the history of the VKP(b), the history of the

USSR, general history; political economy, dislectical and historical

materialism, logic, history of the international, relations and the forei:g;h '
policy of the USSR, economic and politicel geography (including a course
of . lectures on the distribution of the productive forces of the USSR) ,

Russien languesge and literature, a foreign languege, the pri»ﬁc:'..plesz of -

goviet economics end the practice of menegement of brahchés of, the national
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~‘§pecial subjects [predmety] are given beginning with
s“econd half yesr in the second course. )
ectures and independent work of students on t})e— works of the
lass S, of Marxism-Leninism and text books are the principal methods
st,utll;y at the Higher Party School. Seminars are organized on the
of the VKP(b), political economy, dislectical-and historical
materialism, the principles of ‘soviet economics , and party and soviet
X ization. The method of comradely discussion tof .the most important
rol;l;ms in the subject being studied must take place at the seminar
_studies. i
C In the second course students of ‘the school undergo practice work
f 'parity‘and soviet organizations lasting 1 1/2 mon_t'h's."

At the.termi'nation of their education, students of the Higher Party

‘P‘rs mel completi‘:fxg the Higher Party Schqol attached to the TsK

VK:E(b .raceive & diploma for the completion of a higher. party educational
Xy . .

historical materialism, international reletions, Russian languege and

_literature, Soviet economics, party orgenization, state law and Soviet .

organization, journalism, end foreign languages.

The TeK VKP(b) required the chairs of the Higher Party School to
publish, by 1 Jan 1947, student aids for the students of the School,
on the history of the USSR, genersl history, political economy, and
dialectical and historicel materialism, using verbatim reports of
‘the lectures delivered in the Higher Party School as a basis.

It has been proposed that the chairs of the Higher Party School
during 1946-1947, prepare textbooks on all subjects provided for by
the curriculum of the school.

The academic council of the Higher Party School has been granted
the right to accept applications for defence of thesis for the academic
degree of candidate of scier.xce and to confer the degree of candidate of

science.

II. Concerning republic, kray and oblast party schools.

The TsK VKP(b) decreed that there be, under the Tblast end krey
committees VKP(b) end "cﬁe central commi ttees .of the communist parties -
of the union republics) oblast, kray and republic pa:rty schools with a
two year period of study in order to train leaqing. party and soviet
workers for the rayon and»vvililetge. The schégl is to .have a party and
a soviet faculty. The following depa.ftments a-re +to be crea{ed on ‘the
party faculty: organizationgf—partyyorlger; B propaganfia workers, 1egadi'ng' L
Komsomol workers. ' T

Republic, kray and ol{last twosyear .garty schools “:;ill be organizgq Lt
in the following cities’ f:irst;: Mosc.ow," Leningrad, K;i.ev, Minsk, Bakui,

Tbilisi, Yerevan, Ashkhabad, Tashkent, ‘Stélinabad,; Alma-Ata, Frunze)
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'?gtrozp.vods_lg,l(ishinév, Vil'nyus, Rige, Tallin, Gor’ki‘y, Seratov,
. Rpétov, Vo;:onezh, Kaza’n', Sverdlovsk, Molotdv, Irkutsk, Tomsk, Odessa,
) Dnepropetrovsk, L'vov, Kha.r'kov, Stalino, Chelysbinsk, Ivanovo, Kalinin,
Yaroslavl‘ KL\ybyshev, Krasncda.r, Chkalov, Arkhangel'sk, Ul'yenovsk,
‘Ufa, Rgnza, Kursk, Izhevsk, Kemerovo, Novosibirsk, Barnaul, Krasnoyarsk,
Vledivostok, and Khaba:::ovsk. . -

The TsK VKP(b) established that the orgenizetion of new party schools
~in the fé’n}aining oblast and kray centers is to be e_fi:ected by decision of
““the TsK VKP(b) upon appi:'(cation from the corfesponding oblast perty
A"Cb;nmittees and kray party committees usix;g the available educational

facilities 'and qualified cadres of teachers.

. Six-month additional training courses are being created at oblest,

. kray, &nd republic party schools for the additional training of the
following' party and soviet workers: a) leading rayon party and soviet
workers - secretaries; heads of sections; instructors and Propagandists

of rayon, city, uyezd, and okrug party committees; chairmen, deputy chair-

men, iami heads of sections of executive committees of rayon, city, uyezd,
and okrug sévi'ets of Qorkers)f deputies; secretaries -of rayon committees

o . and c_i*i:y committees of' the Komsom;al; editors of rayr;; end city newspapers ;‘
v "b) local party-and soviet workers -- secretaries of “local party organi-

-zations and chairmen of village soviets, of volost party> organizations

et ’ Departments of newspaper workers for the tralm.ng of editors of reyon
and city newspapers will be organlzed in the party schools of Moscow,

Leningrad, Kiev, Khar'kov, Minsk, Tashkent, Alma-Ata, ‘I’bilisi, Yerevan,

B'aku, VR'iga, Saratov, Gor'ki);, Sverdlovsk, and Ndvosibirsk.

Menbers. of the VKP(b) are accepted in party schools up to the age

of ‘+0, ‘who have, as a rule, a secondary education and who are working as

and éhairmen of volost executive commi ttees (in the Baltic Soviet Republics).
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Secretaries; heads of sections 5 instructors and propagendists of icayo'n .
Party committees, city perty committees, uyezd party corrmuttees s and
okrug party committees; secretaries of rayon, city, uyezd, and olcrug -
committees ‘of the VLKSM; cheirmen, deputy chairmen and heads of
sections of executive comi‘ttees of'rayon, city, okrug, and uyezd
soviets of workers’, deputiels 5 editors of rayon newspepers; secretaries
of large local party orgenizations. Menbers of the party not appearing
on the above nomenclature of perty and soviet workers, but who have the -..
necessary training for entrance in the school and who have proved them-
selves in party end social work, may also be accepted in the school by -
personal selection. ’
Admittance to party schools is c;rried out by assignments of rayon
end city committees VKP(b) and by means of direct selection of workers
by oblest committees, -kray committees, central committees of communist
parties of union republics, and also by epplication of those wishing to
enter.
Those entering party schools [muSt] take examinations on the con-
stitution of the USSR, the Russian language and geography accordin'g '1:40
the secondary school end on the history of the VKP(b ) (accordmg o A

Short Course. in the History of the VKP(b).

Viorkers selected for study ere granted a month's leave, with the
preservation of pay at their place of wopk,, in or'der to prepare for and ) .
take the entrance exami);e.tions. )

Students of republic, kray and oblast party schools are confirmed
by decisions of the central committees of the cémmunist parties of the

union republics, krey committees and cblast -committees VKP(b).

' - 285 -
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‘{l’ile following subjects are introduced in the curriculum of the two-

p;:u“ty schools: history of the VKP(b), history of the USSR, general

tory’,“'p;);_itical economy, dialecticel and historical materialism, logic,
1 .éionel".rel‘aﬁons and thé foreign policy ofA the USSR, economic and
pc;li‘éical geo.graphy of the USSR and foreign states, Russian language and
i erature y _the prmc:.ples of Soviet economics and ‘the practice of the
managemen£ of branches of the netional economy, party orgenizetion in the
party faculty), state law and Soviet orgenization (in the soviet faculty),
Journalism (in'the aepartmgnts of newspaper-workers )-.
-It has’ been established, that the academic year at all schools will
b-egin on 1 September and end on 1 August. No more then 5-6 subjects are
to be studied et the same time in thg ‘twc-yea.r party sch.pols.

Lectures and independent work 6.’[‘ students c;n textbooks and originel
sources are the principai méthods of study in party schools; in the study
of 1;he history of the VKP(b), political economy, the principles of Soviet

K économics, dialecticel and historicel materialism, perty and soviet
orgenization, seminars are organized, and for the remaining subjects of
‘the cur:r-'iculumv-'- classroom studies are organized.

* At the ‘end of the second yesr of study, the students of the school
"take a’government examination on the history of the VKP(b), political
economy, the prlnclples of Soviet economics end on a special subject.

'l'hose who pass the governmen'b exsmmatmns receive a diploms for
.icompletion of the school.

: TtAxe following cheirs will be created in republic, kray and oblast
,pa:c’cy schools. the principles of Marx:Lsm-Lenlnxsm, ‘history, economic
sciences ) Russlan language and llterature. i

The TsK VK'P(b) commissioned vthe Admlnls.tration of Personnel and
)the Admnlstrat:.on of Propaganda of the Central Commttee within a two

onth perlod H
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a) jointly with the central committees of f.he communist parties of
the union republics, kray party committees and oblast party committees
of the VKP(b) to submit to the TsK VKP(b) for confirmation, the directors,
deputy directt;rs of the teaching departm.ent and Vdirectors of the chairs of
republic, kra_y, and oblast party schools;

b) Jointly with the central committees of the communist parties of
the union republics, and the kray and oblast committees VICP(b), to select
lecturers and teachers of repiblic, kray, and oblast party schools from
among the teachers of VUZes and first from emong those persons holding

academic degrees and ranks. In order to become familiar with their level’

' of treining as a rule, a personal interview is to be considered necessary "

for teachers of party schools at the Central Committee VKP(b);
c) to develop and distribute to republic » kray, and oblast party schools

programs on all subjects provided for by the curriculum of the school.

III. On the Acgdémy 6f S8bcial Sciences

In order to train theoretical workers of the party, an Academy of
Social Sciences is being created under £he TsK VlCP(b)Jné.erl the juris-
diction of the Administ}‘ation of Propaganda ;and Agitation.

The Acédemy of Social Sciences under the TsK VKP(b) is an educatit;;a"l
institution which prepares c'a‘d.res of theoretical workers for central pé.rty
institutions, for central committees L;f communist pair{:ies of the union
republics, and for kray end oblast coxrnm.ttees V}CP(b), it also prepares -
qua_llfled teachers of VUZes and theoretlcal workers of suent:.flc-reseaz“ch‘

institutions and sclenhflc penodlcsls. The Acadenw of Social Sc:Lences

' must frein thgoretice.l workers in the following specialities: political

‘economy, the economics end politics of foreign states, the theory of

government end law, international law, the history of the USSR, general

history, internationel relations, the history of the VKP(b), dielectiéé’.l
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a.nd hist_orical materialism, the history of Russian and Western European

plulosophy, logic and psychology, llterary critlcism, and art criticism.

The term of study for aspirents at the Academy is three years.

The ‘following chaixjs are being created at the Academy of Social
Sciences: isolitical economy, the economics and politics of foreign states,
theory of government end law, international law, the history of the USSR,
general histery,- international relations, the history of the VKP(b),
dialecticel and histol‘icsl ma’cerielism, the history.of r-philoscphy, logic,

d ps_ychology, the theorg; and history of literature, the theory and
history of art, foreign languages.

The quota of aspirants confirmed for the Aeadenw of Social Sciences
has been confirmed at 300 persons (in all three courses).

. Members of the party are accepted as aspirants of the Academy of
Socia_l Sciences up 1‘50 the age of 40 yeers if they have completed higher
education, have expei'ieneé in psrty-propaganda or tee.ching or literary
work end have shown aptitude for scientific work.

Those entering as aspirant of the Academy of Soclafl Sciences undergo
competitive exemnamons on the subgect selected as a speciality, on the
pr:mclples of Ma.r:cxsm—Lenimsm, a forelgn *lsnguage and” present , for
entrance, ‘e written work on ’she).r spec:slljzy.‘ :

l’ersons registered as"aspire{;is of ‘the Ac‘agen;y; of- So'g:isl Sciences
_must 'during the course of their secoﬁd‘ year of study te.ke the post-

* graduate examine.’cion [kandldatskiy mnlmum] for asplrant and, at the
end of the th:u-d year of study, prepa:re and defend a dlssertatlon for
the e.cademlc deg:cee of candidate of science. L .

The following are the principal methods of tralning of asp:.rants

at the Academy the 1nd1v1dual sclentlflc-research work of‘ asplrants on
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the study of sciences related to the speciality selected by the aspirant,
under the direction of professors, the study of a foreign language 3 the
composition of written reports by aspu‘ants concerning problems of f
social science in connection with the subject selected for the disser-
tation and a subsequent discussion, of these reports in the chairs and

in seminars under the direction of professors. »

The chairs of the Academy of Social Sciences are granted the right
to accept [appllcst:.ons] for defence of dissertation for the academic
degree of cand].r_iate of science from aspirants and scientific associates
of the Academy and award academic dgreés of candidate of science with
subsequent confirmation by the academic coundil of the Academy.

The academic council of the Academy is granted the right to accept
[persons] for defence of dlsserha.tlon for the academic degree of doctor
of social sciences.

The Academy of Social Sciences is authorlzed to publish "Student
Notes" and to publish in individual editions the most va.luable of the
dissertations of aspirants ang the works of 1ts Sclentlflc workers.

Nine-month’ courses for additional trammg of teachers of social
sciences with a quota of 150 men are bemg created for improving the
quelifications of teachers of social sclences in VUZes u.nder the

Aceademy .of Social Sciences. Persons are accepted for the courses, who'

. heve passed the post graduate exanunation and vho are working on disser- .

tatlons .

The TsK VKP(b) comm:.ssmned the Admmlstratlon of Personnel and
the Administration of Propaganda to carry out by 1 September l9la6 the
selection of 600 students for the ﬁrs’b gnd second courses of the ngher‘
Pa.rty School and 200 asp:.re.nts fcr the Acadenw of SOC].EJ. Sclences and

submit f.hem for confirmatlon to the Ts V}CP(b)
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ON THE PERIODICALS ZVEZDA AND LENINGRAD

From the Decree of the Central Committee VKP(b) of 14 August 1946

=

Oy

The TsK VKP(b) notes that the operation of the literary and bellés

cen ra.'L conmn.ttees of “the communist parties of the union republics &g

lettres periodicels Zvezda and Leningrad is entirely. unsatisfac‘toxly.
“ recall students of: republlc; kray, and oblast pe.rty schools for practical Recently many works, ideologically hermful and devoid of principle
and ideals, have appeared in the reriodical Zvezda side by side with
important and well-written works of Soviet writers. A grave error of

Lz - Zvezda was to give Z)'\shchenko whose vorks are alien to Soviet literature,

= P i Zhizn! space
From artl & ’ An the newspeper. The editorial staff of Zvezda knows that for a long

46, No 1
1546, No 1, time Zoshchenko has specialized in writing shallow, empty, trite works,

Pgs, 53-58 rotten preachings with an absence of ideals and p;'inciple, trite, and
apolitical, which were calculated to disoriénte .;:ur youth and poison
their minds. The latest of Zoshchenko's published stories N Priklﬂchenixa
‘Obez’nranx [The Adventures of the Monkey], is e banal libel against the
éovi’eﬁ wey of life and the Soviet people. (Lvezda No 5-6 1946). Zoshchenko
depicts Soviet customs and the Soviet people in an abnormally grotesqu_e
manner, slenderously representmg the Soviet people as prlmltlve, 1acléing.
in culture, stupid, with uncultured tastes anid menners. Zoshchenko s
maliciously rowdyish descriptions of ou.r actions are accompanled by antl-
Soviet attacks. . -
The allocation of pages in Zvézdh to such vulga.r ‘;@ersous and rif-'f—
reff of literature as Zoshr‘hen.ko is all the more 'mtolerable s:mce the

editorial staff of Zvezda knew only too well the cha.racter of Zoshchenko

a.nd his wnworthy conduct durmg wa.rtlme when he, far .from helplng the

Sov;.e*b people in their struggl.e against the German 1nvaders ) wrote such

loathsome work as Pered Vosklodom Scln’csa [!hder the R:.s'ng Su.n],

evaluation of this as well,,as an evalhs.t:.on of all the llterary‘ créat:
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The periodical Zvezda in évery way possible also populerizes the

Ji%mrks of the writer Akhmatova, whose literary and social-political

een ¥nown to the Soviet public for a very long time.

é};é:acter has Db

‘ .Akhmatova is a typical representatlve of that empty poetry without

prlnc:Lple or 1deals which is elien to our people. Her poems, saturated

fith the spirit of pessimism end despondency and expressing tastes of

+the old society's poetry, which hardened in the positions of bourgeois-

" 5
aristocratic aesthetics and decadence -- "art for gr’o's seke', refusing

ke i(eep paceA with its people, harms the cause of the education of our

outh and cannot be tolerated in Soviet literature.

. The assignment t Zoshchenko and Akhmatova of an active role in the

ériodicel undoubtedly fostered ideological disorder and disorganization

:‘among the Leningrad writers. Works ‘oege.n tp appcar in the magazine

cultlvat).ng a splnt of servility before the contemporary bourgeois culture

‘of 'bhe West , en attitude that is elien to Soviet people. It published works

(the poetry of

ull of depression, pessimism, end. disappo:.ntment::\.n life

*Sado;: tyev and Komissarove in issue No. 1, 1946 etc). In inserting these

the editorial staff aggravated its errors and (lowered. still more

»grl:l_s ) =

the. ideoloéiéal level of the .magazine.
By pérmi‘bting the penétratioh of the magaziné 1:‘|y ideologically alien
rks, the editoriel staff also reduced its exﬁcti-ngness toxw;rd the

ic qualities of priﬂted literé:cy material. T]rée magazine begen te

lled w:.‘bh plays and stories of little artistic value (Doroge Vremeni

[The Rosd of Timel], by Yagdfel'd; Lebed:moye Ozero [Swan Leke] by Shteyn;
Thé Roed of lime wen Lalk

Suéh unscrupulousness in the selbctlon of m.,terla‘.s for publicat:.on

+The stK notes that the magazine Leningred is being operated especially

orly; 1t hes constently-ellocated its pages to_the common end slanderous
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apolitical. Like the editorial staff of Zvezda, the editorial steff of

the magazine Leningrad has permitted the great error of having published

: s !
& number of works filled with a spirit of obsequiousness toward every-

thing foreign. The magezine has printed a number of works with erroneous

views (Slughax Nad Berlinom [Incident Over Berlin] by Varshavskiy and

Rest, and Na Zastave [Within the Gates] by Slonimskiy).

The poem of

Khazin,

Vozvrashcheniye Onegina [The Return of Oneg:m] » in the guise of
a literary perody,

is a slander upon contemporary Leningred. Articles

appearing ‘in the magazine Len:mga are mainly dull, base, literary

materials. l

How could it heppen that the @gazimes Zvezda and Leningrad, which

known for its advanced revo-

are published in Leningrad, the hero-city,

lutionary traditions » & city which has always been a ﬁotbed of advanced

ideas and advanced culture; would have allowed in its magazines material,

alien to Soviet literature, lacking in principle.s:and ideals » and

apolitical? .

. N R L

What is the sigm.flce.nce of the mlstakes made by the editorial staffs

of Zvezda and Lenmgrad"

The leading workers of the mags.z‘ines ’ .and, primarily Ftheir ed.itors

Sayanov and Likharev,

have forgotten the Leninist Proposition that our

magazines, whether sclent:.flc or artistic, cannot be apolitical. 'I'hey

of the Soviet State im dhe:ohitse of the education.
have forgotten that -our magazines are a poverful means?of the Soviet' .

people and particularly of the young people, and therefore should be

guided by what forms the vital fou.nda.tlon of the Soviet system - 1ts o

policy. The Soviet system cannot tolerate the education of youthr in

the splrlt of 1nd1fference toward Sov:Let pcl:.cy and in the splrit of

mdlff‘erence and a’bsence of ideels and prlnciples. 2
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’ ".f’he power of Soviet literature, -the most progressivg literature
n.the world, goﬁsists in the fact thet it is literature which doe.s
ave, and.cannot have, interests other than those of the people
and ’lbh‘e ’s.ta‘},'e. :The task of Soviet literature is to help the govern-
lent in correctly educating youth, to answer its inquiries, to educate
he new genex‘e.tlon to be cheerful, belleving in its cause, not fearing
\d'fflculties, and preperad to surmount eny obstacles.

Therefore any preaching which is lacking in principles and ideals
end is spoliticel, "art for art's sake," is alien to Soviet literature
a;d ha:rmful to the interests of the Soviet people and State and should -
‘ nots fgave & place in our megezines.

The ideological shortcomings which the leading workers of Zvezda
elnd.Leningrad have displa,vet;~ have also led them to esteblish as the
basisof ti;eir relations with‘ writers, not the interest of correct

ion of the Soviet people and the political guidance of writers,

ut. pe’fsoﬂal interests. Criticism has become dulled be.ca.use of
1lingness to spoil friendly relations. Clearly inferior works have
bee .éublishe}l through fear of offending‘a friend. Such llberalism,
whlch the mterests of the people and the state and the interests

e correct education of our you'bh are sacrificed for- friehdly relatiohs ,

ider which criticism is suppressed, results in a éituation vwhereby

d have comtted serlous olit}cal~errors in

The TsK notes that the board of the Union of Soviet Wiriters,
and in particuler its chairman Tikhonov, has not taken any measures
to improve the magazines Zvezda ana Leningrad, and it not only has
not carried on a struggle ageinst the harmful influences sf
Zoshchenko, Ai(hmatova, and similer un-Soviet writers in éoviet
literature, but they have even shut their eyeé to theipenetration
of tendencies end customs alien to .Soviet literature.

The Leningrad City Committee of the VKP(b) has overlooked the
very great mistekes of the magazines 5,1t has nét led the magazilne‘s,
and has given an opportunity to people ‘alien to Soviet literaturé >
such as Zoshchenko and Akhmatova, to occupy a lea;ipg position in
the megazines. Moreover, knowing the attitude-of: 1:/he ‘pe.rty toward
Zoshchenko and his "cre;tive wt;rk'; ,- ’che Leningrad City Committee
(Kepustin and Shu‘okov) N though it did not' have the rlght ) approved
the decision of the city committee of 26 June l9|+6 for the new staff
of the editorial board of the mag_azme Zvezda, which included Zoshchez;ko.

Thus the Leningrad City Committee committed a gross political error.

Leningradskaya Pravda committed an error in publishing a dubious .

eulogistic reviéw by Yuri;;r German on the creative work of Zoshchenko
in the July 1946 issue.-

The Adﬁnistration of Propaganda of the TsK VIQ(b). has not ensured
proper control over the work of.the Leningred megazines.

The TsK VKP(b) decrees as follows. : }

1. Require the editorial steff of the magazine Zvezdé, ‘bl'me board: "
of the Um.on of Soviet Writers , and the Adminlstratlou of Propaganda of

the TsK VKP(b) to teke measures for the absolu’ce ellmnatlon of the
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of the'magazine,. and meke the magazine inaccessible to the works of
Zoshchenko, Akhmatova; end others like them.
; 2. In view of the ebsence of .proper cdnditions'i‘orxj the publi-
cation.of two -literary magazineé in Leningrad at the p;'esent time,
stop the i:ublication of the magazine Leningred, and éohcentrate the
‘li"ceré.t"y forces of Leningrad around the magezine Zvezt_ia.

faks 3. ) Eor.the purpose of putting in proper order the work of the

- Zyezda .ed.'Ltolr'iaJ. staff and for the serious improvement of the content
of 'tﬂe maéazine, tﬁé magazine is to have a chief editor and an editorial
boarQ‘fdnder him. The chief editor of the mageazine shall bear i‘ull;respon—
sibility for the idedlogicsl and politicsl line of the magezine end for
‘the quality of the worl;s published in it.

. 4, Approve as chief editor of the magazine Zvezda A. M. Yegolin,
reserving for him the position of deputy head of the-Administration of
Propagandsa of the TsK VKP(b).
From -- Pravde, No 198, 21 August 1946
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ON THE REPERTOIRE OF DRAMA THEATERS AND MEASURES FOR ITS IMPROVEMENT

From & 26 August 1946 Decree of the Central Committee of the VKP(Db)

Discussing the .question of the repertoire of the drama theaters and
measures for its improvement, the TsK VKP(b) considers the repertoire
of theaters as wnsetisfactory.

The chief shortcoming of the present repertoire of drama t};eafexs is
the fact that the plays of Soviet auﬁhors on contemporary subjects have
been practicﬂly eliminated from the repertoires of the nation's largest
drema theaters. Out of 20 plays presented at the Moscow Art Theater, »
only three dealt with modern Soviet life 5 in the Malyy Theater, three
out of twenty; in the Theater imeni Mossovet s two out of nine;in the
Theater imeni Vekhtengov, two out of ten; in Kamernyy, three out of
eleven; in Leningrad Theater imeni Pushkin, two out of ten; in Kiev Drame
Theater imeni Franko, three out of eleven; in Kher'kov Theater imeni
Shevchenko, two out of eleven; in Sverdlovsk Drama Theater, five out
of seventeen.

The clearly abnormal situation of the drama repertoire is aggravated
5till further by the fact that, among éven the few pleys being .show,n which

deal with contemporary themes , there are some weak ones » without principle

and ideals (Vguzhdennga Posadka [Forced Landing], by Vodop'ysnov and
Laptev; Den! Rozhdeniya [Birthday], by the Brothers Tur; Samolet Opazdyvayet
Na Sutki [The Plane Was a Day Late], by Rybak and Savchenko H Novogodnxgla .

Noch' [New Year's Evel, by A. Gladkov; Chrezvycheynyy Zakon [Emerp.encx Law
by the Brothers Tur; Okno V Lesu [Window in the Forest] by Ra.khmanov. and -

Ryss; Lodochnitsa [Bostwomen], by Pogodin; etc.). As a rule, Soviet people’

in these plays are depicted in an abno;'mally grotesque MEr, as primitive ';

and uncultured, with narrow tastes and mamei’s‘, while negative cilaracters ’
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gi;/en'brjl]‘_liantly outlined charecters end are shown as forceful,
@étqrmmed'and clever. Plots of similar plays are frequently far-

* fetched énd fa.lsgj and as a result, the plays create an untrue, dis-
torted p?ctu.re of Soviet life. A considersble portion of the plays

;i)resented in theaters on contemporary subjects are un-artistic and

! -,yrimi‘b:.ve, are written slopplly, ungrammatically, without sufficient

lmowledge of Russien literature and the language of the people on the

part of the author. In addition, meny theatgrs are irresponsible in
‘the production of plays on Soviet life. _Frequently theater directors
commission ‘second-rate directors to stage these plays, enlist weak and
inexperienced actors, and do not give +the necessary attention to the
artistic presentation of theatrical productions. Consequently, those

plays on modern themes are dull end unertistic. As a result of all

this, many drama theaters are not effective centers of culture and
propagendists of advenced Soviet ideology and morals. Such a state
of affairs with respect to the' repertoire of dramatic theaters does
not conform to the need for educating the @sses and cennot be tolerated
in the Sov:.et thea‘cer‘ © ' )

An 1mportant shortcom:mg :m the activities of the Commlttee on
Arts Affairs end the drama theaters is an excessive interest in the
production of plays ‘on histé)ricel subjects. A numbe}: of plays currently

in the theaters, have.no historic or educational significance, idolize

' the life of czars, khens end courtiers (Marga.ret‘of Naverre, by Skrib;

iﬂ)orezm, by Khadzhi Shukurov; Takhmos Khodzhentskiy 'by.Kasymov; Ve
Kazakhs by Tazhibeyev; Idukay and Muredym by Burungulov).
Tile TsK VKP(b) thinks thet the Committee on Arts Affairs is meking

a m:Ls‘be.ke by 1ncludlng plays of bourgeois, foreign dramatists in the

repertoue of 'theaters. "The Ar'l:s" Publishing House \mder commission
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of the Committee on Arts Affairs has published a collection of one-act
plays by contemporary British and Americen dramatists. These plays

are models of low-standerd, commonplace foreign dramaturgy, whihh

openly propogate bourgeois views and morels. Recently the Committee ‘

on Arts Affeirs distributed to the dramatic theaters of the country ' ‘ Cowf
the following plays: [Ubiystvo b;listera Parkera’f’l’he Murder of Mr.
Perkei], by Morrison; "Ogasnu Vozrast i Dangerous Age by P:merol' £
!.@e Circlé] and Penelope [Penelopal by Maugham; [Moye Kaf\.}BLe Petite Cai‘e]

by Bernard [Berner]; !le' v Glazag lFou.r Flusherg. by Labiche and Delacour e

L

[Lebish and Delakur]; "Gost' K Obeéuil’{’Tne Man Who Ceme to Dinnef)by B
Keufman and Hert [{Kaufma.n and Khart {Znemenitaya Meri} éamous Marﬂ by

Burend [Dyuran]; iKorsikenskaya Mest' ili Prichudy Qxadyushki}lcbrsican
Feud or Eccentric Uncle] by Augier and Sandeau [Ozh'ye i éandro]; and .

others. Some of these plays were produced in the drama theaters.

Production of the plays of foreign bourgeois euthors vere, essentially,’
the allocation of the Soviet stage for propegendizing reactionary

bourgeois ideologies end morals, an attempt to poison the minds of the .

Soviet people wi@;h a‘world“outloék hqétile to Sovief society, to revivée'
the remr-xants of cepitalism in mind end actuelity. The broed dissémina'tidﬁ.
of just such plays by the Committee on Arts Affairs amo.ng theatrical .
workers and the production of these plays on the stage, are the mo;t
serious political errors mede by the Committee on Arts Affairs..- . r
The TsK VKP(H) Jnotes that the Committee on Arts Affairs has c‘omeA un
the control of a backvard segment of théatrical workers, has lost control
over the selection of the repertoire for central and local theaters N a.nd
has allowed free reign to the selection of a repertoire. )
The TsK VKP(b) considers one of the most 1mportent éauses of the grea:

shortcomings in the repertoire of dreme theaters to be the unsatisf
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qf'dré:ﬁati;ts. Meny dramatists avoid taking a stapd on the vital
s of modern times, do not know the life and problems of the
people)y are not eble to depict the finest -traits end quelities of
t individuals. These dramatists forget that the épviet tl.:eater can
ulfiil i}:s‘\important role in the education of the workers only if it
cox‘nejg;v e.n active propagendist of the policy of the Soviet state, which
1_';he‘vit.al foundation of the Soviet system.
q.'l;Ae: work of the drematists is lackiné the necessary contact and
' collaboration with theaters. The bo;zrd of the Union of Soviet
7hose ;‘unctior; it is to direct the creative work of dramatists
ilﬁ;ere;sts 6f ;i‘urfher developing art and literature, has virtually
«
ce‘as’ed'tb-dir;_ct the activities of dremetists, does nothing to raisé the
ci g:iv.cal-art‘.isticrlevel of their work, end dogs not struggle against
‘thé. commonplace and hackneyed in ‘dramaturgy.
The unsatisfactory state of the repertoire o‘f drama theaters is
J:aix.led also by the absence of prilncipleé, Bolshevist theatrical
criticism. A very. small nun:nber of specialists are emerging as theatrical
cs ‘in the Soviet"pre'sfs'. Newspa’ners 5 llterary-artlstic and theatrical
nes are putting out’ few new crltics capeble of discussing plays and
‘theatricel productions ob,jectively end impartially. 'Somen critics are
a .ip%their evaluation of, pls.ys and pe f’formaﬂces » not by interest in
deol.ogic;al and artist;c development of the Sovfg}: dra.ma ahd theatrical
not by the interests of the government and the péopie » but by
s’k:s ‘of groups, friends , indiv‘idua'ls. Articles on -performances are
“ten wé‘ltten by persons with little knowledge of the arts, who give

business-like-evaluations of new
end a:rb:.trary appraisals instead/ oi’/perfor_v_v\s.nce, which do

practically unintelligible to the reader. The newspapers Pravda,AIzvésti&al'
Komsomol.'skays Pravda, and Trud, .greatly underesti)lnate the great educationel
significance of theatricel productions and assig.n too little space to

questions of art.

The magezine Sovetskoye Iskiisstvo and the newspaper Teatr asre being

managed completely unsatisfactorily. These publications,vhich are supposed
to aid drametista and theatricel workers to create.plays of high ideological
end ertistic velue,support good pleys half-heartedly and unskillfully; at

present they unrestrainedly overload mediocre plays with praise, ignore

the errors of theaters and the Committee on Arts Affairs, and thus encourage -

tendencies and customs alien to the Soviet press. Theatricel criticisms
from So(retskoxe Iskésstvc have e departmental character, and set friendly
relations between critics and theatrical workers and private interests,
ebove the interests of the state. Sovetskoye Iskusstvo does not concern
itself with a correct and principled position in the evaluetion of dramstic
productions and the work of the theater, and far from p;‘omoting Bolshevist
theatrical criticisn?, has actuelly hampered its development. Such -
theatrical "critieism" results in a situation whereby certain critics,.
dramatists and theatrical workers lose their sense oi‘ respons:.blllty to .
the people, cease to advance and do not aid Iu.rtherl the developmentlof
Soviet art.

_The Central Corm;xittee decrees. as follows.

1. Comm:_sslon the chairmen of the Committee on Arts Afi‘alrs 5 Comr
Khrapchenko, to el:.m:.nate as soon as possible the serious shortcomlngs
and errors indicated in the decree..

2. Considering the great significance

" comminist education 61’ the people, the TsK
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The TsK V'IG’(b) sets before the dramatists and \rorkers of the theater

the task of creating plays of high artistic value which portrey the life

= Soviet society and Soviet man. Playwrights end theaters should depict
plays and performences the life of Soviet socie;cy in its incessant

movement forward, end in every way possible shouiﬁ promote the further

bqev'élopment of the finest side of the character of Soviet man, which iani-

feésted itself w:‘;th special force at the time of the Great Patriotic War.

“Our drematists and producers are called to take active part in the work

“of" educating the Soviet people, to enswer their elevated cultural inquiries,

to »educate Soviet youth to be cheerful, stimulating, -devoted to its mother-
lé.nd and confident in the victory of our cause, not fearing obstacles, and
capsble of overcoming any-difficulties. Together with this the Soviet
theater must show that these qualities are not peculiar to select individuels
or k‘leroes, but to meny millions of Soviet people.

A1l Soviet writers capeble of wrl'blng plays should be actively and

-cres.tlvely included in the vital matter of creatlng a theater repertoire

ofb a sufficiently high quallty for a contemporary aud:.ence.
3. Place before ‘the Comm:.ttee on Arts Affalrs 'bhe basic practical
tas k of organlzmg in every theater not less than two or three ppoductions

y on contemporary sov1e'b ‘themes, which are of a hlgh quallty

on of these plays N ‘end to achieve high artistic quelity in the

uci'; the Committee on Arts Affairs to exclude from the

s?v}rhich are of little ideol_ogical'end. artistic value,
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to keep a constant watch on them so ‘that mistaeken, trivial, non-ldeologlcal,
and valueless works shall not appear in the theaters

5. Recognizing the important role of crltlclsm in the development of
the theatrical arts, the editors of Pravc{a, Izvestiya,’ Komsomol'sk'gla
Pravde, Trud, Sovetsko‘le Iskusstvo end Liberaturnaye Gazeta are instructed
to enlist politicaelly mature and competent 'bhea.tr].csl and literary critics
in .the newspapers, to publish regularly rev1ews of new plays e.nd per-
formances, to undertake resolutely the struggle-s,galnst gapolltlcal
theatrical cri£icism, having no prinﬁgles or ideals.

Instruct editors of republic, kray end oblast newspapers to publish
regularly, articles end reviews sbout the new productions of local theaters.

6. The TskK VKP(b) finds thet the Arts Council under the Committee on
Arts Affairs is not fulfillihg its role in improving the quelity of
repertoires or raising its ideological and artistic level;' it is working
in seclusion; the results of its activities remain unknown to the masses
of the theater-going public and they do not appear‘ in the press.

Commission the Committee on Arts Affeirs to seriously improve the .
work of the Arts Council. The meetings of this council should include”
critical anélysis of new p]rays‘and theatricai productions. Materia}; .
concefning the work of the Arts Council should be published in Sove.tskoxe

Iskusstvo.

From -- Kul'tura i Zhizn',
30 August 1946
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ON THE FILM "BOL'SHAYA ZHIZN'" ["GREAT LIFE!]

Decree of the TsK VKP(b) of 4 September 1946

The TsK VKP(b) notes that the £ilm produced by the Ministry of

Cinematography of the USSR "Bol'sheya Zhizn'" (second series, director

is
L. Lukov, scenario by P. Nilin)/ideologically and politically faulty

and is extremely weak in the artistic sense.

What are the defects and shortcomings of the film "Bol'shays Zhizn'"?

The f£ilm depicts only one insignificant episode im the first attempt
to restore the Donbas, does not give a true picture.of the actual scope
and significence of the Soviet State's restoration operations in the
Donets Basin. Moreover, the restoration of the Donbas occupies sn unim-
portant place in the £ilm, while principel attention is allotted to the
primitive portrayel of g1l kinds of personal experiencéa and everydsy
scenes. As a result, the content of the film does not conform to its
{itle. More than that, the title of the film "Bol'shaya Zhizn'" sounds
1ike & zibe at Soviet reelity.

Two distinct stages in the development of our industry are clearly
confused in the film. The level of technology end-production efficiency
depicted in "Bol'shaye Zhizn'", is more typical of the restoration of the
Donbas following the Civil War, then of the modern l.)cfnbas with its advenced
technology end culture, created during the>sta.11n rive-“yeer plens. The
authors of the film leave the false impression on the audience - that
the restoration of the Dombes mines after their liberation from the
German inveders snd the extraction of coal, are being carried out in

’ the Donbas, not on the basis of modern, advanced technology and the
mechenization of work processes, but through the use of crude physical

force, long outdated techniques, and conservative work methods. The prospect
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of the post-war restoration of our industry, based upon edvanced
techniques end a high level of production, is distorted by the
£ilm in the same way.

In the £ilm, the restoration of the Donbas is depicted as if
the initietive of the workers in the restoration of the mines not
only did not have the support of the govermment, but was carried
on by the miners with opposition from state orgenizations. Such
a portrayel of relations between state orgenizations and the workers
18 completely false and errcnmeous, since it is well kmown that in our
country all initiative of workers meets with wide support from the
government.

In this respect, perty workers were falsely portrayed in the film.
The secretary of the party orgenization in the restored mine is shown
in a deliberately sbsurd position, inasmuch as his support of the
workers' initigtive in the restoration of the mine allegedly led to his
expulsion from the ranks of the perty. The producers of the film depict
the affair as if to imply that the party cen exclude persons from its own
renks, who show concern for the restorstion of the economy.

The situation surrounding the restoration of the Donbas is errcneously
depicted in the f£ilm, leaving the impression that the Patriotic Wer ended
with the liberation of the Donbas from the German invaders, that at the
‘beginning of the restoration of the Donbas, the army wes being demobilized
and all soldiers and guerrillas were returning to peaceful occupations.
The f£ilm speaks of the war, which was in full seing in this period, as
though it were in the remote past.

"Bol'shaya Zhizn'" propegates backwardness, lack of culture, and
ignorance. The mass promotion to leading posts of technicelly unskilled

workers with backward views and sentiments, shown by the producers of the
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f£ilm is completely unjust and incorrect. The director and scenarist

of the £ilm fail to understand that in our country people who are cultured,
up-to-date, and who know their business well are highly valued end boldly.
promoted, not people who are backward and uncultured, and that now, when
the Soviet regime has created its own intelligentsia, it is sbsurd and
preposterous to depict as a positive feature the promotion of backward and
uneducated people to leading positions.

"Bol'shaya Zhizn'" gives a false, distorted picture of the Soviet people.
Workers and engineers restoring the Donbes are shown as backward people,
lacking culture and with very low moral quelities. The main characters of
the f£ilm loaf a great part of the time and indulge in empty chatter and
heavy drinking. According to the film, even the best characters are con-
firmed drunkerds. People who served in the Germen police figure as the
principel characters of the film. A type clearly alien to the Soviet system,
is depicted in the film == Ugynin; who remained with the Germans in the Donbas
and vwhose harm‘ul.and provocative sctivity remsins unpunished. The film
endows Soviet people with habits thet are absolutely not peculiar to our
society. Thus, Red Army men, who were wounded in the battle for the

liberation of the mine, were left on the battlefield without eny aid end

the wife of & miner (Sonya) , walking past the wounded soldiers, shows

complete indifference anil disinterest toward them. There is a heartless

and mocking attitude in the £ilm toward the young womn workers who ceme

to the Donbass. The woman workers were moved into dirty, tumble-down
barracks end the inveterate buresucrat and scoundrel (Usynin) wes put in
charge of them. The mine fisnagement does not show elementary concern for
the woman workers. Moreover, instead of putting into order the damp lesking
quarters where the young girls are housed, they send them, as if inv scorn, &

group of entertainers with accordisn end guiter.

The £ilm bears witness to the fact that some axt: workers, though they
live among the Soviet people, do not notice their high ideological and
morel qualities and are not sble at present to reflect these qualities in
their media.

The artistic level of the film is also beneath criticism. The individusl
sequences of the f£ilm are disconnected and not united by & general idea.
Repeated drinking-bouts, cheap songs, amorous sdventures, and bedroom chatter
serve as the connection for seperate episodes. The songs which were intro~
duced in the film (music by N. Bogoslovskiy, lyrics by A. Fat'yanov and V.
Agntov) are £illed with a beer-hall melencholy and are alien to the Soviet
people. All these base nethod.s used by the producers are intended to appeal
to indiscriminate tastes, especially to the tastes of backward people, and
to push to the background the main theme of the film, the restoration of
the Donbas. The group of talented Soviet actors wes incorrectly utilized
by the producers of the film. ﬁbsud roles were thrust upon the actors
and their talent (used t0) portray crude characters and everydasy scenes of
doubtful nature.

The TsK VKP(b) hes estsblished that the Ministry of Cinematography
(Bol'shakov) has recently produced, besides the faulty picture "Bol'sheya
Zhizn'", a number of other substandard end erroneous films - the second
series of the £ilm "Iven Groznyy" ["Ivan the Terrible"] (director S.
Eyzenshteyn), "Admirsl Nakhimov" (Director V. Pudovkin), and "Prostye
Lyudi" ["Ordinery Folk"] (directors G. Kozintsev and L. Trauberg) .

What is the explanation for the frequency of such false and erroneous
£ilms? Why heve such well-known Soviet directors as Lukov, Eyzenshteyn,
Pudovkin, Kozintsev, and Trauberg, who heve in the past created highly

artistic pictures, failed?
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The point is thet many masters of cinematogrephy ~-- producers,
directors, and scenario writers take a thoughtless and irresponsible
attitude toward their duties, and work carelessly on the creation of
movies. The main shortcoming in their work is failure to study the
Eubject they are dealing with. Thus, V. Pudovkin, the director under-
took to produce the film about Nekhimov, but without a detailed study
of the subject; he distorted the historical truth, and produced s film
not sbout Nekhimov, but about balls and dences, with episodes from the
life of Nakhimov. As a result, important historical events were left
out of the £ilm such as the fact that the Russians were in Sinop where
the Turkish Commender-in-Chief and & whole group of Turkish admirals
were taken prisoner by them. Director S. S. Eyzenshteyn, in the second
series of the film "Ivan Groznyy", displayed ignorance in his represen-
tation of historical facts, having represented the progressive srmy of
oprichniki of Ivan Groznyy as a geng of degenerates, like the American
Ku-Klux-Klan, and Iven Groznyy, a men of strong will and character, as
a weakling somewhat like Hamlet. The writers of "Bol'shaya Zhizn'"
have shown their ignorance of the modern Donbas and its people.

One of the principal causes of the production of worthless films
is ignorance of the subject and the flippent attitude of scenario writers
and directors toward their work.

The TsK VKP(b) has esteblished that the Ministry of Cinematography,
and above all its head, Bol'shakov, gives poor lesdership to the work of
£ilm studios, directors, and scenario writers, ceres little sbout improving
the quality of films, and uselessly spends a great deal of money. Officials
c;wf the Ministry of Ginemtoéraphy irresponsibly treat the work entrusted to
them and show unconcern and cerelessness toward thé ideological end political

content and artistic quality... of the films.

- 308 -

The TsK VKP(b) considers that the work of the Art Council under
the Ministry of Cinematography hes been incorrectly organized and that
the Council does not provide impartiel and business-like criticism of
films which have been made ready for production. In its opinions on
plctures, the Art Council frequently shows indifference to politics
and 1t pays little attention to their ideological content. Many members
of the Art Council are not principled in their evaluation of films, end
they express opinions on pictures originating from personal, friendly
relations with the producers of films. Only this cen explain why the
Art Council, in its discussion of the film "Bol'shaye Zhizan'", did not
gein an understanding of its ideologicel content and displayed harmful
liberalism in having given a completely unjustified high evaluation of
the film. The lack of criticism in the field of cinemstogrephy and the
atmosphere of nepotism among creative workers of the movies is one of
the main ceauses for the production of poor films.

Workers of the arts should reelize that if henceforth they regerd
their work irresponsibly and carelessly, they can easily find themselves
overboard with respect to advanced Soviet art and will become super-
annuated, for the Soviet audience has grown, its cultural inquiries: and
requirements have increased, and the party end state in the future will
cultivate in the people good testes and a high degree of exactingness
toward works of art.

The TsK VKP(b) decrees:

1. in view of what hes been stated, the production on the screen of

the second series of the film "Bol'shaya Zhizn'" is to be prohibited;

2. 1t is proposed that the Ministry of Cinemstography of the USSR

and the Art Council under the ministry learn the necessary lessons and
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conclusions from the decision of the TsK VKP(b) on the movie "Bol'shaya
Zhizn'" and organﬁe the work of ertistic cinematography so that hence-

forth all possibility of the production of such films will be eliminated.

From -- Kul'tura i Zhizn'

¥o B, 10 September 1946

ON SHORTCOMINGS IN AND MEASURES FOR IMPROVING THE WORK WITH AGITATORS IN

THE STALINGRAD PARTY ORGANIZATION

In The Oentral Committee VlCP(h! 121;[

The TsK VKP(b) sdopted a decree "On Shortcomings in end Measures for
Improving the Work with Agitators in the Stalingrad Party Orgenization".
The TsK VKP(b) noted that the Stalingradskeya Oblest Committee VKP(b)
ﬁnderestimtes the significance of political agitation among the population;
it gives unsatisfactory direction to the selection and education of cadres
of agitators and as a result of this, there are serious shortcomings in the
orgenization and content of mess-agitation work of party organizations; in
& number of rayons of the oblast, mess-political work is actually being
neglected.

The general scope and ideological-political level of agitation do not
meet the tasks which confront the oblast party organization; mass agitation
among workers, kolkhozniks, snd the intelligentsia does not have & militent

neture and is entirely inadequate for elevating the political consciousness

of the workers and for rousing them to an escceleration of pace in rehabilitating

and further developing the national economy of the oblast.

Meny perty orgenizations belittle the role of political Agitation and.
confine it to talks on industrial and technical subjects. The most important
problems of the policies of the party and Soviet State are explained only
superficially. Villege and city workers are not systemstically acquainted
with the problems and the progress of fullifilling the Five-Year Plan for
the rehabilitation end development of the national economy, nor with the
realization of the decisions of the February Plenum of the TsK VKP(b).
Workers and kolkhozniks are rerely informed of current political events

in the country or questions of the internationel position of the Soviet

Union. A significant portion of the population is not included in mass-
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explanatory work at all. In theimejority of party orgenizations, the
agitation work mnmg the workers has been trusted to persons who are
poorly prepared politically, vwhile many leading party and soviet
workers, primarily secreteries of oblast, city and rayon committees
of the VKP(b), very rarely give political reports at meetings of
workers and kolkhozniks. Such a situation is alien to the traditicns
of the Bolshevist ‘Party snd contradictory to the vitai ;nterests of
socialist construction.

The TsK VKP(b) proposed that the oblast, city and rayon committees
of the VKP(b) eliminate the serious shortcomings ed noted in the decree,
in the content of mass-agitation work and in the selection and education
of cadres of sgitators; that they direct political agitation among
workers in the struggle for an acceleration of pace in the restoration
of industry, sgriculture, cultural establishments and housing construction
in Stalingrad and Stalingradskayas Oblast and in the struggle for the
development of socialist competition, in every wey possible, for the pre-
schedule fulfillment of the Five-Year Plan by each enterprise and rayon,
by each worker and kolkhoznik. The perty organiutimé should daily
explain to workers, kolkhomiiks and the intelligentsia the decisions of
the party and the government, the international situation end the foreign
policy of the Soviet State; they should raise the political consciousness
of the tollers of city and village and educate all workers in the spirit
of Soviet patriotism and netional pride as the most i.mpartnnt conditions
for the quickest possible movement of the Soviet people forward to communism.

It hes been proposed that o‘ol.-sr., city, end rwon commnittees of the
VKP(b) meke certain that mess meetings are conducted in enterprises, in

sovkhozes, kolkhozes, MIS, and among the intemgentsiu, not less than
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once every one to one and one half months, with reports and discussimns
on current economic-political questions. The TsK Vlﬂ""('b) believes that
the most importsnt condition for raising the ideological level of
political agitation is the personal perticipation of leading p-rty and
soviet workers in ms-po].itical‘work; it cmmissiéms the secretaries

of oblast, city, snd rayon committees of the VKP(b), the chairmen of
executive committees of oblast, city, end rayon soviets of workers'
deputies, to give political reports at mass meetings of workers,
kolkhozniks, snd the intelligentsis. The oblast committee of the VKP(Db),
in order to aid lecturers from city and reyon committees, is to give monthly
instruction lectures on the most important questions of the domestic end
foreign policy of the party and government.

The TsK VKP(b) abrogated as incorrect and politically wnsound, the
decision of the Stalingradskaya Oblast Committee of the VKP(b) of 13 May
1947, which kept the village intelligentsia from agitation work in the
kolkhoz brigades; it proposed that the Stelingradskeya Oblest Committee
of the VKP(b) drew extensively upon the intelligentsie for mass-political
work esmong the rural population.

The TeK VKP(b) proposed that the Stelingradskaye Oblast Committee of
the VKP(b) disccntinue the practice of indiscriminately and mechenically
enrolling sgitators without teking into account their political literacy
and sbility to conduct agitation work. Instead, it suggested that
agitators be cu'egully recruited from the better politically trained
commnists and from the leading workers, kolkhozniks and intelligentsia -
outside the party, and that [their selection] be confirmed at meetings
of the party organizations. At the same time, the TsK VKP(b) reiipded
the perty orgenizations of the by-law of the VKP(b) obngm; each
commmnist to explain the meaning of thepolicy and decisions of the party

4o the workers and to daily strenghten the perty's ties with the masses.
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The TsK VKP(b) proposed that the Stalingradskaye Oblast Committee
of the VKP(b) carry out the following:

for generalizing the experience of agitation snd differentiation
of the leadership of sgitation work, regularly conduct separate meetings
of the best agitators of comstruction orgenizations, industrial enter-
prises, kolkhozes, sovkhozes and MIS, of soviet institutions snd trade
orgnn:gutiml, and of sgitators working with the populatiom in their
places of residence;

regularly publish meterial for the asid of sgitators in oblast and
rayon newspepers, along with articles on the experience of perty organi-
zations in agitation work and speeches of the best agitators;

supply each qita.ﬁ)r with an oblast newspeper and be constantly con-
cerned with supplying afitators with central newspspers and Bloknot
Agitatora; '

publish popular brochures on problems in the development of industry,
agriculture and culture in the Stalingradskaye Oblast;

One to two times a week, conduct cblast radio brdldcasts for agitators

on importent decisions of tfw p-rby,npd the gove t, on the int: 1
political and international position of the Soviet Uniom, on specific
economic~-political tasks, as well as questions on the Aéxperience of political
work among the masses; ’ )

pubiish articles in Bloknot Agitatore concerning the most important
decisions of the party and the government, selectiong_ Aot factual and
statistical data on f.hc.i.—gdinte, tasks of the Five-Year Plan for the
rest':pﬁtl\on and develohlsnt or‘ the national economy 6f. Stalingradskaya
Obhat; regularly give en account of the progress 1n fulfilling the

post-war Five-Year Plan by the individuel brenches of industry, sgriculture,

culture and housing construction; populerize widely the experience of the

- 31 -

best enterprises, kolkhozes and MTS, as well as the leaders of production
in the socialist competition for the fulfillment of the Five-Year Plan

in four years; regularly print discussions for agitators on questions

of labor discipline and the commmnist attitude toward lebor and social
property; include sdvice on methods and experience in sgitation work,
exemplary topics for the next telks of agitators g general political
questions and plans for these talks; publish indices of required literature,
l1lists of new books, and answers to the questions of asit-n.tors.

In order to increase the responsibility of rayon and city party committees
for work with agitators and in order to render them more skillful help, the
TsK VKP(b) has obliged the rayon and city committees of the VKP(b) to carry
out the following:

conduct regular meetings of rayon and city egitators not less then once
every two months including reports from leading workers on the most important
decisions of the party and the government, on international and internal
positions of the Soviet Union, on the tasks confronting the workers of the
oblast, city and rayon, and on the best experience in orgeanizing political
agitabion;

organize constantly operating seminars for asgitators \indar the city
committees, city rayon perty committees, and party committees of large
enterprises; city and rayon committees of the VKP(b) are to make out
the program for these constantly opergting seminars for agitators, 'ta.\d.ng
into account the pecuiiaritiés of each rayon and enterprise; )

in rurel aress, rayon committees of the VKP(b) should give instruction
1ecf.u;es and give advice to agitators of the kolkhozes, sovkhozes, and MIS
not less than twice a mth,‘gx-ouping the agitators in the seminars for

rusal soviets or zones of the MTS;
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't
convene regular meetings and seminars of secretaries of locel perty The stration of Geodesy and Cartography mder the Coumatl

orgenizations; conduct an exchange of experience in the work of the best
’ of Ministers USSR has been commissioned to Print, before 1 February 1958,

agitational collectives; discuss methods of agitation work, topics for
’ ? 500,000 copies of a political-administrative mep of the USSR (the size

the next lectures and discussions among the workers; under the Y
part; of one printed page) and to print, befo
) re 1 March 1948, 500,000 copies

study rooms, organize constant instruction and consultation of the
’ R of a politicel map of the world (also the size of one printed pege).

leaders of agitational collectives on questions of tﬁe ‘method and con-
From -~ the periodical Partiynaya

tent of mess-political work.
Znizn', 1947, Fo 22, pgs 35,

The TsK VKP(b) has oiliged the secretaries of party orgenizations |
' 36-38. The decision of the

to personally direct the work of agitational collect}ves s conduct weekly
TeK VKP(b) is printed in an

meetings of agitators in order to inform them of the current economic-
political tasks, of the progress in the fulfillment of production plens, sbridged form.
instruct agitators on the topics of the coming discussiomns, utilizing
for these purposes gqualified propegandists, teachern, specislists in
agriculture and engineering-technical workers.

In order to generalize the experience of agitation work and give
information on methodology to agitators, the TsK VKP(b) has commissioned
Gospolitizdatito publish in 1948 the Bibliotechka Agitatora [The Little
Library of the Agitator] of 14 brochures, two to three printed pages each

and with a circulation of 500,000 copies each. There mist be‘brochures in

‘the Bibliotechka Agitetora on the following topics: the basic lines of
Bolshevist agitation; M.I. Kalinin on political agitation (collected

R T

articles); how to prepare snd conduct a discussion; the work of the

agitator with névspuyera ; how to prepare for a lecture; the language

of the sgitator; how to use artistic literature in agitation work; the
egitator and the wall newspeper; agitation visual aids in enterprises
and kolkhozes; the eicperience of political asitutio:i in the kolkhoz;
experience of pqlitic_nl agitation in enterprises; experience of political
sgitation wi.th-thz population in the place of residence:; the agitator -
organi;er of socialistic competition; »éference book for tl;e"‘l'agitator.
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ON THE OPERA VELIKAYA DRUZHBA [THE GEEAT FRIENDGHIP] BY V. MURADELI

Decree of the TsK VKP(b) of 10 February 1948

The TsK VKP(b) considers the opera Velikaya Druzhba (xusuc by V. Muradeli,
libretto by G. Maiveni), ixresented by the Bol'shoy Theater of the USSR on
the 30th anniverssry of the October Revolution, an inartistic work, which
18 vicious with respect to both music and subject matter.

The basic shortcomings of the opera esre found first of all in the music
which is toneless and 'bm:'re.u; there is not one menorn“ble melody or aria. It
is confused and discordant, formed completely on ci.iasonnnce , and on sharp-
sounding tone combinations. Separate lines and scenes which were supposed
to be melodious were suddenly interrupted by dissonances totally alien to
normal human ears and which actually grated on the sudience. There was no
orgenized connection between the musical accompeniment and the action unfolding
on the stage. The choral portions of the opera - the choruses, selos and
ensexble singing - mede a poor impression. By virtue of a1l this, orchestral
and vocal potentials were never fully realized.

The composer did not take advantage of the wealth of familiar songs,
folk tunes, sand melodies, ball-room and folk dance motifs, through vhich
the rich creative art of the people of the USSR is shown, and particularly

the creative art of the people of the North Ceucasus where the action

depicted in the opera takes place.

In pursuit of pseudo-originality in the music, Composer Muradeli disre-
garded the best traditions and experience in classical opera in genersl,
Russisn classical opera in particular, vlﬂ.ch are distinguished by a great

i 1nner substance, by a richness of melody and wide range, nationalism,
refinemant, beauty, and clear musical form, which have made Russian opera
the best opera in the world, and the kind of music ‘beloved by, and c:anpx-e-

hensible to, a wide range of people.

- 38 -

The story of the opera is historically false and ertificial, pretending
to depict the struggle for the establishment of the Soviet regime, and the
friendship of the people in the North Caucasus in 1918-1920. The incorrect
notion is created by the opera that such Caucasian peoples as the Georglans
and the Osetisns at that time were inimicel to the Russien people; this is
historically false, since the impediment in that period to the esteblishment
of friendship of the peoples in the North Caucasus were the Ingushi and
Chechens ethnic groups.

The TsK VKP(b) believes the failure of Muradeli's opera is the result
of the formelistic peth followed by Comrade Muradeli - a path false and
ruinous for the creative work of Soviet composers.

As was pointed out at the meeting of men of Soviet music, conducted
in the TsK VKP(b), the failure of Muradeli's opera is not an isolated case,
but is closely connected with the unfortunate state of contemporary Soviet
msic, with the spread of +hs formelistic trend among Soviet composers.

Even in 1936, vhen the cpera of D. Shostekovich, Ledi Makbet
Mtsenkskogo Uyezd [Lady MacBeth of Mtsenskiy Uyezd], sppesred, Pravds, the
orgen of the TsK VKP(b), sharply criticised the anti-naticnal, formelistic ’
distortion in the artistic work of D. Shostekovich and pointed out the
harm end denger of this trend for the rutui-e of the development of ‘Swiet
music. Pravds, having written in accordance with the instructions of the
TsK VKP(b), clesrly formulated the requirements it is setting before Soviet
composers.

In spite of these warnings, snd con:hrnry 4o the instructions of the

TgK VKP(b) as giv;n in its decisions ing the s Zvezda and
Leningred, §3heerning the movie "Bolshaya Znizn'", on the repertoire of the
drame theaters and measures for their improvement, not one reform was
introduced in Soviet music. The individual successes of a few Soviet com-

posers in writing nev songs vhich became popular and vere widely ci;-cghtéd
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among the people, in composing music for £ilms, etc., did not change the
overall situation. The situation is perticularly poor-in the fields of
symphonic and operatic creation. The question concerns composers who
adhere to the formaelistic, enti-national trend. This trend found fullest
expression in the works of such composers as Comrsdes D. Shostakovich, S.
Prok.of'yev, A. Khachaturian, V. Shebalin, G. Popov, N..Myaskovskiy and
others; in their works in particuler, the fomlistic perversions, the
anti-democratic tendencies in music, slien to the Soviet people and to
their artistic tastes were clearly portrayed. The &ei:ial of the basic

principles of classical music, the statement of atony, dissonance and

disharmony vhich are sllegedly the expression of "progress” and "{nnovation"

in the development of musicel form, the repudiation of such important bases
for musical production as melody, the pession for confused and neuropathic
cozbinstions end for that which converts music into cacophonies, into
chaotic conglomerates of sound == all these are the characteristic features
of such music. This music strongly exudes the spirit of the contemporary
modern bourgeois music of Europe end America, and reflects the decay of
bourgeois culture, the full deniel of the musical art, its impasse.

The rej:udiution of polyphonic music and songs 18 the essential sign

of the fPormalistic trend, which is founded upon siml combination
and developmnt of a series of independent melodic lines, and e passion
for mnotonous , unison music and song, freq_uantly without words, which
violate the ‘polyphonic song form peculiar to our people, and lead to
the impoverishment and decny of music. .

Scorning the ‘oest traditions of Russian and Western classical music,
repudiating these traditions es allegedly old-fnshionnd" "obsolete",
"conservekive”, arrogently typing composers who have tried conscientiously

) to assimilate and devclopr trea;tmnts ‘of classicel nfmic , as supporters of

"primitive traditionalism” end "Epigonists", meny Soviet composers, in

the pursuit of falsely understood innovations, lost touch in their own
msic with the inquiries and artistic taste of the Soviet people, became
shut in a narrow circle of specislists and musical epicures, lowered the
high social role of music snd narrowed its significance, thus limiting
it to the satisfying of the perverted tastes of aesthetic individualists.

The Formalistic trend in Soviet music ga.vﬁ rise among portions of
Soviet composers to a one-sided pession for complex forms of instrumental,
symphonic, textless music snd a scornful attitude towerd such musical
genres as opera, choral music, popular music for small orchestras, for
populér instruments, vocal ensembles, etc.

All this inevitebly leads to the loss of the fundementals of vocal
culture and dramatic skill, and as & result, composers forget to write
for the people, as evidenced by the fact that lately, not one opera has
been created which is on a levg]. with Russian operatic classics.

Isolation of a few men of Soviet music from the people leads to their

acceptance of the rotten "theory" that the misunderstending of the music

of many y Soviet s by the people stems from the fact

that the people allegedly "have yet not grovn up" to en understanding of
complex music, thet they will catch up to it through the centuries and
that it 1s not worth being disturbed if a few musical works do not find
an saudience. This theory which is individualistic thz;a\xahoub nml&
fundamentally anti-nationalistic, was promoted in a still greater degree
by & few composers and musicologists who shut thema‘elves off from the
people, from the criticism of Soviet society and shrink into their own -
shells.

The cultivation of all these and similer opinions inflicts the

greatest harm on Soviet rms_icul art. A tolersant attitude toward these
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opinicns meens the circulation of alien tendenciee' among men of Soviet A1l this signifies that the remnants of bourgeois ideology, which
msicel culture, which in turn lead to e desdlock in the development are nourished by the influence of the modern decsdent West Europeen end
of music, to the liquidation of the musicel art. 3 American music, have not yet been overcome smong & portion of Soviet
The depraved, enti-nationalist, formslistic trend in Soviet music composers.
o150 exerts a fatal influence on the training snd education of the The TsK VKP(b) feels that this unfortunate situation on the Soviet
young composers in our conservatories, especielly in the Moscow con- 1 music front wes a result of this improper line in the field of Soviet
servatory (director, Comrede Shebalin), where the formelistic trend misic, vhich was conducted by the Committee for Arts Affeirs wnder the
pwevailé. AThe students are not imbued with respect for the best Council of Ministers USSR and the Orgenization Committee of the Union
traditions of Russian;and Western classical music, are not treained in - of Soviet Composers.
the love for nationalist creetive works, for the democratic musical q The Committee for Arts Affeirs under the Council of Ministers USSR
forms. The works of many students of the conservatories are blind 1 (Comrade Khupchenko) and the Orgenization Committee of the Union of
imitations of the msic of D. Shostakovich, S. Prokof'yev, etc. Soviet Composers (Comrade Khachaturvan) instead of developing the
The TsK VKP(b) ascertained the sbsolutely intolerable condition - realistic trend in Soviet music, based on the recognition of the great
of criticism of Soviet music. The enemies of Rusniu;hz;enlistic music, progressive role of classicel legacies, particularly the traditions of
supporters of the decadent frormalistic music occupy/ eading position the Russian musical school, based on utilization of this legacy and its

among the critics. As each work of Prokofieff, Shostakovich, Myaskovskiy, further development, on a combination of greater sapidity and artistic

Shebalin, comes out, these critics declare it a "mew victory for Soviet < perfection of msical form, truthfulness and realism in music, its deep
music" and glorify in this mic' the sub;]ectivismg_ constructivism, 5 organic ties with the peaple_nnd their music and song art forms, high
extreme individualism, complexity of the lenguage - precisely these ‘ professional skill for simultaneous simplicity snd accessibility of
ought to be subject to criticism. Instead of routing opinions and msical works; instead of this, they havg actuslly encoursged the
\“theories which are harmful and alien to the principleg ‘of socialist formelistic trend, slien to the Soviet people.

realism, music criticism itself promotes their circzulstion, eulogizing The Orgenization Committes of the Union of Soviet Composers which

and declaring as "foremost" those composers who portion out pseudo- _ has turned into a tool for the group of formelists-composers, became

artistic arrengements in their crestive works. the prime exponent of the formalistic perversions. A musty atmosphere

Music criticisln_ ceased to express the opinion-of Soviet society, g was created in the Organization Committee; it holds no creative discussions.
the opinion of the peoplejand has been transformed into the mouthplece - . The lew.liers of the Organization Committee end the misicologists which surround’
of individusl composers. A few misic critics, instead of principled them, lavished praises on the anti-reelistic, modernistic works vhich did

objective criticism, because of friendly relations, begen to play Up . not deserve their support; on the other hend, works which were distinguished

to and become servile to other musical leaders, extolling their creative £ by their realistic character, by their aspiration to continue and to develop

works in every way possible.
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the classic legacies, were declared secondary works and were left
unnoticed and slighted. Composers, inflated by their -"innovations"
;x;d "arch-revolutionism” in the field of music, in their sctivities
in the Organization Committee, step forward as chaxpions of the most
backvard and musty conservatism, showing haughty intolerance to the
slightest indication of criticism.

The TsK VKP(b) considers that such a situation and such an attitude
toward the tasks of Soviet music as were created in the Committee for
Arts Affairs under the Council of Ministers USSR and in the Organization
Committee of the Union of Soviet Composers, can no longer be tolerated,
for they are extremely hermful to the development of Soviet music. During
the past few years the cultural inqguiries and level of artistic tastes of

the Soviet people have experienced exceptional growth. The Soviet people

pect from the comp s high quality and lofty works in all genres - in

the fields of opera, symphonic music, song forms, choral and danceimmsic.

In our 3 are ted unlimited creative opportunities
and all the necessary conditions for the genuine flowering of musical
culture have been created. Soviet composers have great;r audiences than
composers of the j)sst even dreamed of. It is unforgﬁgable for them not
to utilize the wealth of possibilities and not to direct their creative
efforts on the correct realistic path. ’
The TsK VEKP(b) decreesl/a?o]lwsz
1. Judge tlixe' formalistic trend in Soviet music as anti;mtiomlistic and
the chief mtfer to be liquidated in music;
2. propose that the Administration of Propegande end Agitaticn.of the
Central Committee and the Committee for Arts Affairs strive to correct
the situation in Soviet music, eliminate the shortcomings indicated in

the present decree and ensure the development of St_)viet misic in the

realistic trend;

- 394 -
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call upon Soviet composers to be imbued with a sense of inquiry
which will introduce the Soviet people to the creative works in
msic, rejecting anything in their peth which weakens our music
and hampers its development, to gusrantee an elevation of creative
works which will hasten the forward movement of Soviet musical
culture and lead to the creation of valusble, high-quality works,
worthy of the Soviet pecple, in all fields of mmusicel art.

+to approve organizational measures of corresponding perty and

soviet organs, directed toward the improvement of music.

From -- Kul'tura i Zhizh'
¥o. &, 11 February 1948
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ON THE MAGAZINE KROKODIL

On the Decree of the TsK VKP(b) 1948

< .
The TsK VKP(b) pessed/decree "On the Magazine Krokoddl:.."

It noted that this megazine is being menaged completely satisfactorily

and is not a fighting organ of Soviet satire and humor.

The editorial staff of Krokodil is out of touch with life, works with-

out a plan, doe€s not show the necessary exactness toward the ideological

and artistic level of feuilletons, stories, poems, drawings; Vapid in-

artistic materiel preveils in the magazine.

The megazine has an unattractive,

outward appearance, is printed on poor-grade peper with inks of poor quality,

and the makeup is commonplace, without taste or artistic touch.

The magazine is run by a narrow circle of staff workers and for years

the pages of the magazine have been filled with the work of these same

authors. Outstanding Soviet writers and poets, as well as workers of the

central and local press, have not been enlisted for participation in Krokodil.

The editoriel board of the megazine does not operate as a collective organ.

The TsK VKP(b) released Comrade G. Ye. Ryklin from his duties as editor

of the magazine and approved Comrade D. G. Belyayev as editor-in-chief.

The TsK VKP(b) approved the following persons for the editorial board

of Krokodil: D. G. Belyayev, (editor-in-chief); S. A. Shvetsov, (deputy

. editor-in-chief); S. A. Vasil'yev, A. K. Vasil'yev, D. I. Zaslavskiy, V.

P. Katayev, Kukryniksy (M. Kupriysnov, P. Krylov, N. Sokolov), S. D. Narin'
.yani, B. I. Prorokov, I. A. Rysbov, G..Ye. Ryklin. The following editors

of divisions were also approved: I. A. Ryabov, Internsl Life; G. Ye. Ryklin,

Foreign Life; B. I. Prorokov, Arts Division and A. K. Vesil'yev, Letters from

~ Beaders.

The TsK VKP(b) ordered the editorial board of Krokodil to eliminste
the shortcomings in the work of the magazine which have been noted in the
decree.

In its decreé,the TsK VKP(b) pointed out that the basic task of the
magazine is the struggle ageinst the remmants of cnpitu;l.isn existing in
the minds of the people. The magazine nmd/w::::‘ire, shol-:ld expose the
Pplunderers of public property, the self-seekers and bureaucrats, the
manifestations of boasting, obsequiousness, and triteness; should respond
opportunely to burning international events} should undertske criticism of
the bourgeois culture of the west, shoving up its ideological nihility and
degeneration.

The TsK VKP(b) has obliged the editorial board of Krokodil to more
extensively utilize the different genre of material in its megazine,
(political palqﬂ:{“;ts in prose and verse, feuilletons, humorous stories,
febles, cartoons, photos, etc.); to acquaint readers with the best material
printed in local humorous megezines and in magazines of countries of the
people's democracies and with satirical works of Progressive torm writers;
to publish documentary photographs from foreign nevspapers and megazines
supplying them with politically pointed ceptions.

It has been proposed that the editorial board attract a wide circle of
writers, poets, artists, workers of the local and central press into pertici-
pation in the megazine; discuss with author aktivs thematic Pplans for the
magazine and the content of issues coming out; hc;ld. regular readers conferences
of Krokodi] in enterprises, kolkhozes, educational institutions, military units.

In order to attract new cadres of Soviet satirists into lvork on the
magazine, the éditoriel board of Krokodil jointiy with the Unioz: of Soviet.
Writers USSR, has been authorized to conduct a meeting of writers -- satirists

and feuilleton writers -- in Moscow in November 1948, The editorial ‘staff of. o
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4
_Km\L_Odil has also been authorized to conduct e competition for the best

Iumorous stories, feuilletons, aad cartoons in December 1948.

The TsK VKP(b) hes increased the size of the megazine from one and
one half printed peges to two printed peges.

The editorial board of the megazine Krokodil ‘and the publishing
house of the newspeper Pravda are to cut down the production time of the
megazine from 20 to 14 days, guaranteeing the publication of the magazine
on the 10th, 20th, and 30th of every month, and are to improve the artistic
and polygrephic formet of the magazine, focussing pnfticuhx- attention on
the quality of the reproduction of pictures.

From -- Kul'tura i Zhizn',
No. 26, 11 September 1948

ON THE CREATION OF EDITORIAL BOARDS IN REPUBLIC
KRAY, AND OBLAST NEWSPAFPERS

The TsK VKP(b) pessed a decree "On the Creation of Editoriel Boards

in Republic, Kray, and Oblast Newspapers".

Taking into sccount the fact that the experience of the operation

of the editorial boards of the oblast newspepers Molot (Ro-tov-na-donu) ’
Volzhskaya Kousmna (K\wbyahev‘)’, and Kwrsksys Pravds, which vere created
in accordance with the decree of the TsK VKP(b) of 30. July 1946, hes
proved its velue, and that editorisl boards are sn important factor in
the organizationsl strengthening of editorial steffs, the TsK VKP(Db)
decreed as follows:

Order the central commdttees of the commmmnist partesof the union
republics, and the krsy snd ocblast committees of the VKP(b) to create
in the republic, kray, and oblast newspepers, editorial boards con-
sisting of five to six_ persons’ selected from among the most skilled
Jjournalists and leading workers of editorial staffs. The oblast, kray,
and republic newspepers will be published as before under the signatures
of the editors of the newspapers.

The TsK VKP(b) esteblished that the members of the editorisl boards
of the republic, kray snd oblast newspepers are confirmed by the corresponding
cenf-r.al committees of the comsmmist particsof the wnion republics, and the
kray and oblast perty committees.

Editorial boerds are being created in all republic and‘krn.y nevspepers
and in 25 of the largest oblast newspepers of the RSFSR and the -Ukraine.

From -- Kul'ture 1 Zhim'
Fo. 30, 21 October 1948
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ON THE SHORTCOMINGS IN AND MEASURES FOR IMPROVING THE PUBLICATION OF POLITICAL

POSTERS §

Decree of the TsK VKP(b), 1948 ’ g
The TsK VKP(b) has passed a decree "On the SBhortcomings in and Measures g

for Improving the Publicstion of Political Posters". 1

The TsK VKP(b) noted the great significance of posters as cne of the
most penetrating forms of political sgitation and a singular form of mess
production of Soviet graphic sarts. In the years of the Great Patriotic
War, politicel posters served as a means for mwobilizing the Soviet people
to the struggle ageinst the enemy. During the past years, the ideological-
political content and the artistic quality of meny posters have been improved
and their themes have been expended. ’

At the same time, however, there are serious shortcomings in the
publication of political posters. The achievements of the Soviet people
in the struggle for the pre-schedule fulfillment of the post::-war Five-
Yeer Plan, the experience of leading workers in industry snd agriculture,
are being poorly publicized. In a series of poawfs » dedicqted. to the

development of agriculture, the tasks of further improving end strengthening

the kolkhoz system were reflected inadequately and unskillfully. Few posters
are ;-eléased showing the struggle of the Soviet Union for the lasting peace

and security of peoples, as well as posters exposing the instigators of a new

T

war. Many of the posters are i.t;expressive and the ]ife and work of the
Soviet people are depicted in a primitive and trite penner. The printing
of posters is on e low level.
'I?:z dissemination and popularization of politi}:plw posters has been poorly
set up; a significant part of them agcuml.nte in the cities and never reach
' many rural sreas. )
The TsK VKP(b) has noted that great smMcms in the publication of
politicul bostir: have resulted because meny cblest,. committees, krey coutttees‘
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of the VKP(b) and central commttees of the commmist perties of union
republics do not exercise the necessary control over the work of poster
publishing houses, over their ideological-political content, over the
printing snd the dissemination of poster products.

The Cormittee for Arts Affairs under the Council of Ministers USSR,
republic committees and administrations for arts affairs, the Orgenization
G‘omittee of the Union of Soviet Artists USSR, all have given unsatisfactory
leadership to the publication of political posters.

The TsK VKP(b) has called upon the Propagends and Agitation Section of
the TsK VKP(b), the Committee for Arts Affairs under the Council of Ministers
USSR, and the Organization Committee of the Union of Soviet Artists USSR to
eliminate the shortcomings cited, to exercise daily leadershipi over the
publication of political posters and to ensure the enhancement of the
ideological level and artistic quality of posters.

It has been proposed that the centrel committees of the comunist parties
of the union republics, the kray and oblast committees; of the VKP(b) examine
and approve the topics for publication in political posters, to\ establish
control over their ideological content, the artistic formulatiom, the time-
liness of issue, and the dissemination of poster products.

The TsK VKP(b) hes estsblished a definite order of approval of posters
for publication.

Kogiz [the Bookselling Association of étate Publishing Houses], the
Central Administration for Press 'Di'ssmimtion and Distribution under the
Ministry of Communications USSR, Tsentrosoyuz [Centrsl Union of O;msu'ne.z-s'
Cooperatives] and Committees for cultural educational institutions under
the councils of ministers of the union republics, have been called upon o
take measures for the timely dissemination of posters, perticularly in

rurel populated points located far from railroad lines, and to organize the

- 331 - . .




Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy A

posting of posters in public buildings (clubs, libreries, houses of
culture, reading rooms, village soviets, kolkhoz headquarters), in
streets and squares.

It has been proposed that the Committee for Arts Affairs under
the Council of Ministers USSR, the Orgenization Committee of the Union
of Soviet Artists USSR, end the Union of Soviet Writers, enroll better

artists, writers and art crities for the creation of political posters.

The TsK VKP(b) has called upon the editorisl staffs of the news-

papers Pravde, Izvestiys, Krasneya Zvezds, Trud, Komsomol'skaya Pravds,
Sotsislisticheskoye Zemledeliye, Sovietskoye Iskusstvo, Literaturnaya
Gazeta, the editorial staffs of the magazines Iskusstvo end Ogonek, the
editorial steffs of republic, kray snd oblast newspapers to regulerly
publish criticisms and reviews of the posters issued.

From -- Kul'tura i Zhizn',
No. 3G, 30 Novenber 1948

: CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6

CONCERNING THE MAGAZINE ZNAMYA

A Check-up on the Fulfillment in 1948 by the Editorial Staff of Znamya of

the 1946 Decree of the TsK VKP(b) Concerning the Magazines Zvezda and

Leningrad

The TsK VKP(b), as a check on the fulfillment of the decree of the
TsK VKP(b) on the magazines Zvezda and Leningrad, heard the report of the
editorial board of the magazine Znamya and in connection with this , passed
a decree in which it is noted that the editorial staff of the magazine
Znamya has not learned the proper lessons from the decree on the magazines
Zvezda and Leningrad. The editorial staff of Znamya is not coping with
the tasks entrusted to it, and in its own work, has permitted a number of
serious mistakes. In the course of 1948, the magazine Znamya lowered the
ideological and artistic quallty of published materials, The magazine
printed a number of works which are ideologically shameful and artistically
inferior,

A great mistake of the magazine is its publication of a story by N
Mel'mkov (Meltman), entitled Redaktsiya [Editorial Staff], in uhlch work- -
ers of our front press have been depicted either as dunces and boasti‘ul,
petty tyrants or as dull, plain people, completely indifferent to their
work. In addition to this,.the story extolled the ways of a var prisoner.
Having depicted the just punishment given to him as an undeserved penalty, )
the author surrounds him with a halo of heroism. .

In a story by E, Kazakevich, Dvoye v Stepi [Two in the Steppes], the
experiences of a cowardly man who has been sentenced to execution by a'
military tribunal for the violation of a military duty are depicted. The
author morally excuses the very serious crime of this coward, thc}l resulted . '

in the destruction of a military unit. The stories of Yu. Yanovskly, .
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Serdtse Vracha [The Heart of a Doctor] and Slepoye Schast'ye [Blind Luck],
have been deprived of vital plausibility, built upon forced psychological
fantasies and adopted from patterns bf decadent bou;rgeois literature,

The editorial staff has not directed the attention of poets to mili-
tary themes of the present., By granting a tribune to verses filled with
feelings of melancholy and sorrow, the editorial- staff thereby promoted
the withdrawal of some poets into the narrow little ‘world of their own in-
dividualistic experiences.

The publication of the indicated works testifies to the incorrect
policy which has been conducted recently by the editorial board of Znamya.
The editorial staff has deviated from the principle of Bolshevist party
literature, has forgotten that literature is a powerful means for the
ideological education of the Soviet people, has disregarded the vital truth,
and has devoted its pages to works, of authors who, depicting backward and
inferior people; exalted and turned them into heroes,

The TsK VKP(b) especially noted the unsatisfactory ¢ondition of the
magazine's literary and critical section. The critical articles published
in the magazine are distinguished'by their low l%\}él and frequently by their
erroneous evaluations of literary works, which disorientate writers and
push them onto the wrong track. In an article by B.l Kostelyanets concern-
ing the novel by V. Panova entitled Kruzhilikha,‘ t!;_ﬁe;ight and natural de-
siré of Soviet readers t.;o see superior; spiritually strong people as heroes
of our literature-is-ridiculed; literary heroes devoid of any characteris-
‘tics of ideological decline, are scornfully termed };y the author as "smoothly
ironed out." 1In an article by B, Runin on the novel of G. Konovalov, Uni-
versitet [University], the ideological ste;adfastnessAof the heroes of the
novel, the representatives of progressive Soviet scié}nce, is condemned as

an indication of their intellectual narrow-mindedness,
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The editorial staff depends upon a narrow group of critics and does
not publish the urgent problems in the social and literary life of the
country., The magazine only feebly promoted the exposure of bourgeois cos-
mopolitanism, and it has not conducted an active struggle agains formalism
and naturalism in literature.

Recently the magazinels work with authors has deteriorated. The
manuscripts which come in are edited carelessly and are published in a
raw incomplete form. Thus, the editorial staff engrafts in young writers
sentiments of complacency and does not promote their ideological and creative
growth,

The TsK VKP(b) ruled the following practices of the magazine as er-
roneous: the editorial board did not meet for a long period; it did not
discuss the works which were accepted for the press; it essentially shunned
all responsibility for the direction of the magazine and transferred the
leadership of the magazine to the editorial apparatus.

The editorial board has not given proper attention to the selection
and utilization of editorial workers; it has‘no‘g concerned itself with their
ideological and pol.iticai education; it has shut its eyes to manifestations
of nepotism and clannishness in the work of the editorial apparatus, In
the editorial staff,frisildly relations have replaced business-like relations,
criticism and self-criticism are lacking, and an atmosphere of complacency .
and placidity has been created, Signs of serious ideological mistakes in
the works published by the magazine have been ignored,

The mistakes of the magazine Znamya are also a result of the weak lead-
ership given the editorial staff by the secretariat of the Upian of Soviet
Writers USSR.

The TsK VKP(b) ruled the work of the editorial board of the magazine"
in 1948 as unsatisfactory and passed a decree ‘on strengthgniﬁg the edito-

rial board.
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Tt has been proposed that the editorial board of Znamya and the secre-
tariat of the Union of Soviet Writers USSR eliminate the shortcomings and
mistakes of the magazine Znamya as noted in the decree.

The TsK VKP(b) considers the most important task of the editorial board
of Znamya to be the assimilation into the magazine of eminent Soviet writers,
literary critics and publicists, who are capable of correcting thepolicy
of the magazine, of raising its ideological and artistic level, and actively
defending in creative work the principles of the Bolshevist Party.

The magazine should publish works which are truthful, which clearly
represent life in its revolutionary development, and which reveal new high
qualities of the Soviet people -- the builders of communism, Being guided
by the method of socialistic realism, Soviet writers should boldly invade
life, ardently support everything new and communist, and bravely scourge
those remnants which are preventing the Soviet people from advancing.

The editorial staff of Znamya has been ordéred to take measures for
the improvement of the sections of criticism and publicism., The literary-
critical and publicistic articles should elucidate urgent problems of public
andAliterary life and give timely and correct evaluation of literary artistic
works,

. The publication of the magazine Znamya has. been entrusted to the pub-
lishing house of Pravda.
From ~-- Kulltura i Zhiznt, No 1

1 January 1949

ON THE STATE OF AND MEASURES FOR IMPROVING PARTY EDUCATION

IN THE YAROSLAVKAYA OBLAST PARTY ORGANIZATION

Erom a Decree of the TsK VKP(b) 1949

The TsK VKP(b) heard the report of the Yaroslavsl?ygblastmm Committee
of the VKP(b) concerning the state of party education and passed a decree
"On the State of/;[::isures for Improving Party Education in the Yaroslavskaya
Oblast Party Organization,"

The TsK VKP(b) noted that as a result of measures taken by the oblast
committee of VKP(b), the organization of party education in the Yaroslav-
skaya party organization in the current school year has improved as follows:
the basic mass of communists has been included in different forms of party
education; the school year in political schools and circles began on time
and in an organized manner; the interest of communists in Marxist-Leninist
studies has increased.

At the same time, the TsK VKP(b) noted that in the work of the network
of party education in the Yaroslavskaya Oblast party organization, the main
problem is yet unsolved —- the provision of all schools and circles with
qualified propaganda éadres N thus. ensuring the higi: ideological and politi-

cal level of studies., The oblast committee has given insufficient guidaﬂce

. . . Qlcgical
and especially insufficient methodoa help to propagandists. In seminars
ical

of propagandists, theéretical and methodélogphelp to propagandists is‘ often
replaced by the reading of poorly qualified lectures, superficially pre-
pared. As a result of i:his, the quality of the work of many propagandists
does not fulfill the growing requirements for party education, and propa-
gandists often go astray on the road of formal education in schools and-

circles, Instead of vital talks and discussions of the problems being
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studied, the question-and-answer method prevails in many schools and cir-
cles) drying up studies and hindering the deep mastery of Marxist-Leninist
theory by students. )

In the Yaroslavskaya party organization, work on rendering regular
assistn;nca to communists doing independent study of Marxist-Leninist theory
is only feebly carried out. Consultations are rarely conducted with con-
suitants assigneﬁ to aid those engaged in political self-education; their
work has not been organized. The party study rooms give insufficient help
to those doing independent study on theory. lecture propaganda, as an aid
to political self-education, especially in rural regions, has been weakly
developed, Party organizations often lose sight cf“ the fact that the high
quality of independent study can be achieved only with an individual ap-
proach to communism, taking into account the level of training and the
ideological needs of each of them,

The TsK VKP(b) noted that the local and central press give very little
help to propagandists and those who are studgigg Marxist-Leninist theory
independently. The newspaper Severnyy Rabochiy rarely publishes articles
and consultations on methodé%z\%,i;iloblems to aid propagandists. The edito-'
rial staffs of the oblast, city, and rayon newspai;ers weakly generalize
and popularize the experience of studies wi’chinr the network of party ‘edu-
cation. The central party press -- the newspapers ?ravda and Kulltura i
_ZM’ —_—_ print feu-articles and consultations on theoretical questions
and insufficiently generalize the expe.rience‘ -of propaganda work in local
areas., )

The TsK VKP(b) has ordered the Yaroslavskaya ?blast , city, and rayon
committees of the VKP(b) to eliminate tiqe shor;,cou}ings noted in the decree

and to take measures for the further improvement of the Srganization of
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party education, Raising the quality of political studies and the ideologi-

cal and theoretical level of party education, is to be considered the mostr
organization

important task of the oblast party edw:.L'~n in party education.

It has been proposed that the oblast committee of the VKP(b) pay par-
ticular attention to immediately and successfully resolving the tasks in-
volved in further improving the quality of propagandists, and that they
entrust the propaganda of Marxism-Leninism to those members of the party’
who are the best trained with respect to theory; ensure the systehatic im-
provement in the qualifications of propggandists; render them regular

lllogical
methodd«A~ help in the correct organization of educational processes in
schools and circles, in the compilation of curricula, in the selection of
literature and ilhistrations, in the compilation of summaries, etc.

Organize reports for propagandists concerning the most important
decisions of the party and government, on the domestic and international
position of the USSR, the immediate economic and political tasks of local
party orgenizations, and also lectures on urgent problems in science,
technology, literature, and art.

The TsK VKP(b) has ordered the oblast committee of the VKP(b), for
the purpose of training supernumerary prbpagandists , to conduct the follow-
ing courses in the current year and to select for these courses the best '
teachers: three to four month courses, under the Yaroslavskiy and Shchex"—
bakovskiy city committees of the party, for city propagandists to be con-

ducted without disrupting .their basic work; monthly. courses, under the

oblast committee-of the VKP(b), for village propagandists from the most

remote regions of the oblast -- these propagandists may be freed from their .

basic work during this time,

oD n e i i
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Considering that the most important tasks of party study rooms are
the rendering of systematic assistance 't;o prop;agandists in their prepara-
tion for their studies and to communists who are studying Marxist-Leninist
theory, the TsK VKP(b) proposed that oblast, city, and rayon comm;':;f:ees
of VKP(b) organize consultations on theoretical and methodo/%f/;gi:uestions, in
party study rooms along with exhibitions of literature and text-books on
[different] subjects; organize the drawing up of diagrams and bibliographi-
cal surveys of literature, etc. i

The TsK VKP(b) ordered the editorial staffs of the newspapers Pravda

and Kulltura i Zhizn! to regularly publish theoretical articles and con-

sultations as an aid to propagandists and to the political self-education
of cadres, and also to increase the dissemination of positive experience
[acquired] in the organization of party education in local party organiza-
tions.

Noting that the Press Bureau of the newspaper Pravda responds poorly

to the needs of propagandists, the TsK VKP(b) ordered the Agitprop Section

" of the TsK VKP(b) to strengthen the machinery of the Press-Bureau of Pravda
apd through the Press Bureau, to adjust the distiribution to republic,
kray, and oblast newspapers of qualified lect;xres » consultations. , and ar-
ticles to help propagandists, to not less than once a week.

Tt has been proposed that the oblast committee of the VKP(b) develop
more extensively the study. by communists and non-party workers of the life
‘and activity of the leaders and organizers of ther Bolshevist Party, the
founders of the Soviet Government, V. I. Lenin and I, V, Stalin,

The TsK VKP(b) ordered the oblast committee of the party to organize
broad assistance to comrades who are engaged in's'elf-education. For this
pu.rl;;ose, it has been proposed that they provide for a series of lectures
in city and rayon centers on the history ‘oi‘ the VKP(b), dialectical and
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historical materialism, political economy, and problems of the foreign and
domestic policies of the party and the Soviet Govermment, It is necessary
to enlist purty and soviet aktiva.i: more extensively for lecturing, along
with teachers of VUZes, scientific and engineering-technical workers.

It was suggested that the oblast committee of the VKP(b) strengthen
its control over the independent study by communists of the Marxist-leninist
theory, provide for an examination of their studies in essence , avoiding
formal accounts in thig matte;‘ and utilizing such proven forms of assistance
and control over the political seif—education of communists as consultations,
especially individual ones, theoretical conversations, and the reading and
discussion of papers.,

The TsK VKP(b) propdsed that the oblast, city, and rayon party commit-
tees systematically examine and control the work of the network of party
education, bring up for discussion by perty committees and primary party
organizations, problems of Marxist-leninist study by communists, and hear
the reports of propagandists on the progress of political studies, taking
concrete measures for imp;'oving the party education of members and candi-
dates of the VKP(b).

Kulltura i Zhizn?

No 3, 30 January 1949
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ON THE WORK OF THE GOSPLANIZDAT PUBLISH’ING HOUSE OF GOSPLAN
AND_THE MAGAZINE PLANOVOYE KHOZYAYSTVO [PLANNED ECONOMY

Decree of the TsK VKP(b) of January 1950

On 3 January 1950, the TsK VKP(b) passed a decree "On the Work of the
Gosplanizdat and the magazine Planovoye Khozyaystvo."

The TsK VKP(b) notes that Gosplanizdat (director, Comrade Fedorov)
and the editorial sta.ff of the magazine Planovoye Khozyaystvo (editor-in-
chief, Comrade Kosyachenko) are working unsatisfactorily,

Gosplanizdat has not ensured the publication of works on actual prob-
lems of Soviet economics, :¢% on the theory and practice of socialist
planning, and it has not published works at all with criticism of the
economics and politics of imerialist countries. Gosplanizdat has not en-
sured the publication of text-books on the planning of the national economy
and on other economic principles, Gosplanizdat is not publishing text-
books for workers in the planning organs of local areas. Some books which
it published were written on a low theoreticai level and, in a number of

) publications, political mistakes were permitted on problems of the social-

ist planning of the national economy, Soviet economics » and the economics

‘of foreign countries, The editorial machinery has not been staffed with

qualified cadres.

. There‘ are great shortcomings and mistalkesrin the work of the editorial
staff of ‘the magazine Planovoye Khozyaystvo. My articles published in
tﬁg magazine, are written on a low level, do not generalize the practices
o_f socialist planning, and do not raise new questions, The magazine does
not criticize mistakes- in the work of planning organs, and it does not con-
duct a ‘struggle against manifaétations of the anf:;x‘state practice of the
lowering the goals of plans and against the harmful "theories" of the winter
abateﬁent of i)roduction. There is no criticism of the reactionary economic

theories of bourgeois economists in the magazine,
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Gosplanizdat and the editorial staff of the magazine Planovoye Khoz-
yaystvo are relying in their work upon a small ‘g'roup of authors,

The Gosplan of the USSR is giving u.hsatisfactory guidance to Gosplan-
izdat and the magazine Planovoye Khoiz&zstvo. .

The TsK VKP(b) ordered Gosplan of the USSR and Gosplanizdat to elimi-
nate the shortcomings noted in this decree; to revise the publishing plan;
to ensure a high ideological and political level in the literature published;
to strengthen the editorial machinery of the publishing house by staffing
it with qualified cadres, capable of reorganizing the work of the publish-
ing house in conformance with the tasks in the development of the national
economy and socialist planning,

The TsK VKP(b) pointed out to G. P. Kosyachenko the serious short-
comings and errors which have been permitted in the work of the editorial
staff of the magazine Planovoye Khozyaystvo, and it ordered the editorial
board of the magazine to improve the operation of the magazine in the very
near future, to reorganize its work in accordance with the practical prob-
lems of soclalist construction and the requirements of the scientific ex~

ploitation of economic theory.
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ON THE SERIOUS SHORTCOMINGS IN THE SELECTION OF AUTHORS FOR . and quality of articles; approve, in accordance with the presentation of

ARTICLES IN THE LARGE SOVIET ENCYCLOPEDIA - N members of the main editorial staff, the personal -staff of authors of the

- - 3 outstanding articles of each volume of the Encyclopedia, not permitting
Decree_of the TsK VKR(b) of September 1951

; absence of control in this connection in the work of branch editorial
On 21 September 1951, the TsK VKP(b) passed a decree "On the Serious

) staffs; establish an order of preparation of the most important articles
Shortcomings in the Selection of authors for Articles in the Large Soviet

" for the Encyclopedia under which all the main articles would be discussed
Encyclopedia. ! ;

. . extensively in the editorial staffs with the enlistment of authors and
The TsK VKP(b) noted that the main editorial st_aff of the Large Soviet .

reviewers.,
Encyclopedia permits serious shortcomings and mistakes in the selection
of authors for srticles, and it does not teke the necessary measures for
attracting the learned men of the country and éminent specialists into
‘collahoration on the @ncyclopediaiy The main editorial staff, to a con~

" siderable degree, has transferred the very important matter of selecting
authors for the Encyclopedia, to branch editor:'gal staffs; the latter, en-
joying an absence of control, frequently enlist poor workers who are unknown
in the broad circles of the Soviet scientific community, for the preparation
of many articles, especially on general history, pofl.itical economy, and
geography. The intolerable practice of enlistizlg persons for collaboration
- on the Encyclopadié on the basis of family connections ar;d friéndly rela-
tioqs takes place in the selection of authors of articles.

The TsK VKP(b) ordered the main editorial staff of the Large Soviet

Encyclopedia to eliminate the shortcomings and misfakes, indicated in this

) decree, in the sélection of authors of articles for the Encyclopedia, to
enlist the great learned anq eminent public men'and highly qualified spe-
cialists extensively for collabora}tion on the Encyclopedia.

It has also been proposed that the main editorial staff of the Ency-

clopedia increase the responsibility of members of 't}:xe ‘niain editorial staff

for the work of the branch editorial staffs, f‘gr the seiectiun of authors
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Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2013/06/25 : CIA-RDP81-01043R002100200006-6




ON THE SHORTCOMINGS IN THE MAGAZINE XROKODIL

AND MEASURES FOR ITS IMPROVEMENT -

Decree of the TsK VKP(b) of September 1951

On 28 September 1951, the TsK VKP(b) passed a Adecree "0n the Short-
comings in the Magazine Krokodil and Measures for its Improvement,"

The TsK VKP(b) noted that the magazine Krokodil contains little of
interest, that its ideological and artistic standards> are too low. Krok-
odil publishes many far-fetched, insipid stories and verses, poor drawings
and cartoons which do not have serious social significance; it permits er-
rors in its accounts of questions of the internal life of the country and
international events, Frequently, solitary negative facts appearing in
the magazine pass for general shortcomings in the work of government,
trade-union, and other organizations, which create a false impression
among readers of the work of these organizations. The magazine publishes
the pictures and cartoons of a niarrow circle oi“a.rt'):.sts which are primitive,
with monotonous themes and stereotyped presentation, The magazine only
feebly fulfills its tasks in the struggle against the remnants of capi-
talism in the minds of the Soviet people. -

The editorial board has not enlisted the services of a broad circle
of artists and journalists in the magazine, There is insui‘ficient organi-
zation in the work of the editorial staff, which results. in factual errors
and omissions in the materials ‘published,

The TsK VKP(b) has asked the editorial board of Krokodil to eliminat‘e
the sho‘rtéomings noted in this decree, and as soon aé possible, to raise

the ideological and artistic level of the mag‘azine;
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ON THE SERIOUS SHORTCOMINGS AND ERRORS IN THE WORK CF GOSYURIZDAT

[STATE PUBLISHING HOUSE OF JURIDICAL LITERATURE]

Decree of the TsK VKP(b) of April 1952

On 19 April 1952, the TsK VKP(b) passed a decree "On the Serious Short-
comings and Errors in the Work of Gosyurizdat." '

The TsK VKP(b) noted that the operation of the Gosyurizdat is unsat- .
is factory. The majority of the literature which it has published does

not meet the requiremenis of Soviet legal séience and lags behind the re-

quests of practical workers of the Soviet court and prosecutor!s:offices.;.
Many books published by Gosyurizdat contain serious ideological errors and
some of them are politically harmful.

The Publishing House is unscrupulous in its selection of authors; it
frequently énlists poorly skilled and sometimes even politically question-
able persons for the creation of books, especially on problems of the‘staté‘
structure of countries of the people's democracy and international le;w.

As a result of the complacency and carelessness in the leadership of the
Publishing House/the preparation of books concerning the state strl_lcture'

of countries of the peoplel!s democracy has been monopolized by 'a small group
of persons,who have put through incorrect ideas on the ;mture and means
of the development of the people!s democratic system in tltlese countries;

the books of this group of authors have not been subjected to broad dis-
cussion and have been undeservedly overloaded with praise,

The management of Gosyurizdat has treated the selection of editorial
workers carelessly. The preparation for the press of its main publications

has often been entrusted to editors who do not have the knowledge necessary

" for such work.
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Comrad .Pronin, the « editor-in-chief of the )Publishing House is un-
conscientious in the fulfillment of his duties, does not organize the edi-
torial work, and in many cases does not even read-the books which are being
prepared for the press, The editorial council of the publishing house is
essentially inactive, ‘

Comrade Tatarkin, the director of Gosyurizdat, has replaced operative
concrete management of the work of the Publishing X-;ouse s with useless as-
sessor bustle and fuss. Educational work among the workers has been neg-
lected, Instead of extensive crit;i.cism and self-criticism of the shortcom-
ings in the work of the Publishing House , an atmosphere of complacency and
self-satisfaction has been created,

Glavpoligrafizdat [Main Administration of the Printing Industry,
Publishing Houses, and Book Trade] under the Council of Ministers of the
USSR, superficially directs Gosyurizdat and misses the great shortcomings
in the content of the literature it publishes. Unjustifiably extolling
the imaginary successes in the work of the Publishing House, Glavpoligraf:#
izdat has thereby dulled tlhe_ workers?! fegling of Bolshevist responsibility
for the tasks entrusted to them,

~ The TsK VKP(b) has dismissed D. F, Tatarkin, the director of Gosyur-
Aizdat and P, P, Pronin, the editor-in-chief of thev Publishing House from
‘the positions which they occupied, because they had not been coping with
their duties,

The TsK VKP(b) ordered Glaypoligr‘afizdat and Gosyurizdat to eliminate
the shortcomings'in the work of the Publishing House as noted in this de-
cree and to take the measures necessary to ensure th; publication of
Juridical literature on a high ideological level,
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The TsK VKP(b) has defined as the most important task of Gosyurizdat,
the publication of high-quality scientific literature, text-books, and
popular literature on the pressing problems in jurisprudence, primarily
on the theory and history of the State and law, Soviet State law and in-
ternational law, and also literature’ which generalizes the experience of
the work of Soviet gtate organs, particularly organs of the court and the‘
prosecutorts office.

The TsK VKP(b) ordered Gléiipoligrgfizdat‘and Gosyurizdat to strengthen
the Publishing House by staffing it with skilled cadres of editorial and
publishing workers who have been examined; to put the work with authors
in proper order; to enlist qualified specialists oft‘ Soviet law for the
creation of books; to ensure high quality in the editing of manuscripts

and to strengthen the staff and improve the work of the editorial and

:
1
publishing council,

The TsK VKP(b) ordered the Ministry of Justice of the USSR and the
office of the prosecutor USSR to help Gosyurizdat in raising the quality
of juridical literature, in the selection of cadres of writers, and to

examine the subject plans of Gosyurizdat.
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ON THE FACTS OF THE FLAGRANT POLITICAL DISTORTIONS
OF THE TEXTS OF DEM'YAN BEDNYY!S WORKS

Decree of the TsK VKP(b) of April 1952

On 24 April 1952, the TsK VKP(b) passed a decree "On the Facts of the
Flagrant Political Distortiox;s of the Texts )of Dem®yan Bednyy?!s Works."

The de;:x;ee indicated that upon checking on the materials coming in
to the TsK VKP(b), it was determim.ad that Goslit“iz—dat (Izbrannoye [Selected
Works], 1950) and Voyenizdat [Military Publishing l-iouse] (Rodnaya Armiya

Native Army], 1951) have permitted arbitrariness in the compilation and
editing of thetexts of the poet; as a result of this, many of his verses
have been printed with flagrant political distortions, in many cases amount-
ing to the liberal-bourgeois falsification of Bednyy!s texts.

V. Reginin, the compiler of the indicated ;:ollections, was unscrupu-
lous in the discharge of his duties; he included in the collections, not
the latest versions of the works, but earlier versions which have been re—
Jected by the poet himself; he did not take into consideration the fact
that D. Bednyy has improved his works and, in a number of cases, has in-
troduced corrections under the influence of part;r' criticism,

L. Belov, editor of Goslitizdat, was not c,;on‘séientious in preparing
D. Bednyy's Izbrannoye for the press, for he didn't check the material sub-
mitted by Reginin with the corrections introduced by the poet, and as a
result, the collection was published with distor{ioné.

A. Kolesen?, editor of Voyenizdat, in editing the collection of
Bednyy?s works entitied Rodnaya Armiya, not only "di@' not eliminate the
distortions which Reginin permitted, but arbitrarily -abridged some works
himself; he removed epigraphs which were important for their political
significance and this resulted in a number of wofks which were inferior

in political content and sometimes even politically -;iistor’ced.
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T. Kotov, director of Goslitizdat, in publishing the collection en-
titled Izbrannoye and T. Kopylov, chief of the administration of Voyenizdat,
in publishing the collection entitled Rodnaya Armi: a, were both irrespon-
sible in the preparation of D. Bednyy!s texts for the press, having com-
pletely entrusted this work to compilers and editors, ignorant of texts
and politically careless and unscrupulous,

Those specifically responsible for the errors noted have been punished.,

The TsK VKP(b) has ordered Glavpoligrafizdat (Comrade Grachev) to
introduce the necessary order into the publishing houses, thus eliminating
all possibility of repeating arbitrariness in preparing the texts of artis-
tic works for the press.

The TsK VKP(b) has commissioned Goslitizdat (Comrade Kotov) to issue
a collection of D, Bednyy?'s works in 1952-1953 and to ensure high quality

in the preparation of the texts of the poet!s works.
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ON MEASURES FOR THE IMPROVEMENT OF CITY NEWSPAPERS

Decree of the TeK VKP(b) of July 1952

On 19 July 1952, the TsK VKP(b) passed a decreée "On Measures for
the Improvement of C_itnycwspgpers'i.

The TsK VKP(Db) ;zoted that meny city newspapers a;:’e coping poorly
with the tasks vh:léh have been set fm- them. City newspapers give an
unsatisfactory acéomt of the work of industrial enterprises, cultural
institutions, and the city economy. The activity of party crgnﬁiutions
and local soviets does not find proper reflection in newspapers; criticism
of shortcomings i* weakly developed; proper attention is not given to
socialist competition and the propeganda of progressive experience in
production; problems of political and cultural work emong the population
are poorly elucidated; there is very little material on the work of
schools, VUZes, palaces of culture, clubs, and local radio broadcesting.
In meny city newspapers, information on the life of the Soviet Union and
TASS reviews on international events are not published regularly.

Tne editorial staffs of the city newspepers have weak ties with the
author aktiv; they rarely print the articles of the foremost people of
industry, of engineers, technicians » perty and soviet workers, and men
of science, liter\sture, and art; they do not use to a proper degree the
lett;rs sent to the newspapers. Vivid essays, reuﬂletons, and poems are
almost never ﬁlished in city ne'w.spa.peu. The peges of the newspapers
are often filled with the official documents of 1ocﬁ organizetions.

The majority of the city newspapers are published on a low cultural
level, they are poorly drawn up, and they publish csrelessly finished
photographs and d.ra“dngs.

‘ Iﬁny.city conmittees of the VKP(b) unsatisfactorily direct their own

newspepers, do not thoroughly investigate their work, do not teke the

necessary measures for swmm the editorial staffs by staffing them

- 3% -

with skilled journalists, and they rarely hear the accounts of the editoriel
steffs or discuss plans for their work. The cblast and Xray committees and
the central committees of the communist parties of the union republics give
1little practical help to the city newspapers, and they do not take measures
for improving the qualifications of editorial workers of these newspapers.
Oblast newspapers do not regularly publish reviews of city newspapers.

The TsK VKP(b) ordered the editorisl steffs of city newspepers, the
city, oblast, end kray committees of thHe VKP(b), end the central committees
of the commmistp'arties of the wnion republics to eliminate the short-
comings which have been noted and to take measures for the improvement of
the content of city newspapers and for the enhancement of their role in
the political, economic, and cultural work of city periy organizations.

The editoridl staffs of city newspapers have been ordered to give a
thorough account of the affeirs of industriel enterprises, cultural insti~
tutions, and the mmicipal economy; to popularize the experience of the
socialist competition of workers and engineering-technical workers for
the fulfillment and over-fulfiliment of government plens, for increased »
quality and reduction of the costs of production in every way possible,.
for economy of raw meterials, for correct utilization of the internal .
reserves of industry, for the establishment of new techniques and advanced

technology, and the further increase of the productivity of lsbor; to give

v broad coverage to the work of perty, trade-union, and Komsamol organizations

ax;d to the work of local soviets; to criticize shortcomings in the work of
enil:erllarisea of industry and transport » of mmicipel economy, t;ade organi-

zations, public health Bervices » populasr education, cultural 'institutiqns y

and public orgenizations. Newspapers should sllot particu.‘l.-r attention to

questions in educating the workgrs in the spirit of & communist nt‘citud‘e

toward lsbor and public property.
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% It has been proposed that editoriel staffs of city newspapers
strive to make each issue of the newspaper purposeful, pithy, and
interesting. As a rule, editorisl staffs should publish the
following in each issue of the newspaper: the most important
information on the sffairs of the city, oblast, and country, and
international events; correspondence and notes on the work of
industrial enterprises, cultursl and educational institutions, the
city economy, local soviets and public organizations; material
showing positive experience and methods of lsbor of the foremost
people in industry; correspondence and articles elucidating the
work of the local perty organizations of enterprises and soviet
institutions. It has been proposed that they regularly publish
essays, feuilletons, poems, reviews, comments of readers on
theatrical productions, movies, and works of artistic literature,
as well as letters from workers. Once a week city newspepers should
publish TASS reviews on international topics.

. The editorial staffs of city newspapers have been ordered to
discontinue the incorrect practice of £illing i:ewspapers with the
meterial of a narrow circle of suthors and staff workers; to enlist
the services of/%brcad aktiv selected from .-Jnong the leaders of pro-
duction, of party, Komsomol, soviet, engineer;nz-technical and
scientific workers and from other strata of the intelligentsia;
to conduct systematic work with authors, regularly calling
conferences and meetings of readers and rabkprs; th utilize letters
coming into the newspapers for formulating the burning questions of
the day. .

City, cblast, and krey committees of the VKP(b) and the central

committees of the communist party of the union’ ;-epublics were ordered
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to draw up end carry out measures for strengthening editorial staffs
of the city newspapers by staffing them with skilled and politically
literate workers; to orgenize, under the editoriasl staffs of oblast,
kray, and republic newspepers, monthly practice [work] for the editors
and secretaries of editorial staffs of the city newspapers, so that
#ll the editors and secreteries of the editorial steffs might have
such practice in the very near future.

The city committees of the party should give deily direction to
the work of the editorial staffs of the city newspepers, give them
assistance in every way possible, hear reports of the editors of the
newspepers, regularly examine the plans for work of the editorial
staffs and check on their fulfiliment, and in every way possible
further/t :lfvelopunt of criticism in the press.

Oblast committees, kray committees, end central committees of
the commmist parties of the union republics, with an examination
of the work of the city committees of the party, have been ordered
to thoroughly investigate the work of the editorial steffs of the
city newspapers, to take the measures necessary for improving these
newspepers, end to ensur;t the publication of reviews of ciﬁy news=-
papers in oblast, kray, and republic newspapers.

By decree of the Tsk VICP(b),as of 1 October 1952, the size of
the city newspapers issued in two pages half the size of Pravda vas
inecreased to four pages half the size of ?ravda.

The editors of city newspapers have been given the same status
as third secreteries of corresp‘onding_city party committees, with
respect to wages, and also to the guarantée of medical benefits and
pesses for smatdriun and bealth resort treatment ard other types

of material guarantees.
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For the city newspapers issued in four peges helf the size
of Pravda, the [total] fee [permitted] for contributions [gonorar]
was set at 300 rubles per issue. 7

The price for city newspapers published in foux pages half
the size of Pravda was fixed at 15 kopecks a copY.

The TsK VKP(b) ordered TASS to improve the 'serv:l.ce to city
newspapers, to give Soviet Union and internationsl information
for eeach issug of the newspaper and weekly reviews on international
events, end to improve the quelity of the repz:oduped materials and
the engraving plates.

It hes been proposed that the editorisl staff of the newspaper
Prevds improve the work of the Press Bureau of Pravda with respect
to service for city newspapers, and monthly to send them not less
+than 10 to 12 articles on the most importent general political and

natural
economic topics, as well as on the/sciences, so that the editorial
staffs of the city newspepers might select those articles which
hhiy need for publication.

ON THE SHORTCOMINGS IN THE DISTRIBUTION OF NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES

Decree of the TsK KPSS of June 1953

On 18 June 1953, the TsK KPSS passed a decree "On the Shortcomings
in the Distribution of Newspapers and Magazines".

It noted that some of the central conmittees of the commmist parties
of the wnion republics, the kray and oblast commitiees of the KPSS, especially

of thecommunist party : .
the TsK /A of Belorussia and Kirgizia, and the Taterskgya,Orlovskaya,
Kuybyshevskgygeand Sverdlovsleye oblast yrarty committees, have farmed out
the job of distributing periodical publications (newspapers and megazines »
especially rayon newspapers) to local departments of Soyuzpechat' [Central
Administration for the Distribution of Printed matter] of the Ministry of
Commmnications USSR; they let slip from their hands control over the
distribution of newspapers and megazines by subscription and through retail
sale.

Many perty committees have lost sight of the fact that the press is
the sharpest weapon of the party, while operative and timely distribution
of newspapers and magazines among the population is a vital metter and the
direct responsibility of the purtyb organizations, primarily of agitprop
sections. ' ) A

The agitprop sections of oblast, kray, and rayon committees of the

.party do not give the necessary assistence to the local organs of Soyuzpechat'

in the selection of cadres, in advertising the periodicel press, in putting
the proper order into the work of distributing the press among the populationm,
and in the organization of subscriptions for newspapers and magazines.

As & result of underestimating the political significance of distributing
the press, many newspapers end msgazines ;re poorly utilized as a neuns of

educating the masses. In the Belorussian SSR, as & result of the poor

orgenization of subseriptions and retail sale, only eight thousand coples

e
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are distributed of the 50 thousand copies of the circulation of the

republic newspaper Kalgasnays Prauda and only 15 per cent of the
circulation of the B vi and Molodech: oblast news-

pepers is di;tributed among the readers.

The rayon newspapers are distributed especially poorly. In

Kuybyshevskays Oblest, because of the low quality and the terdiness

of publication, only sbout 40 to 60 per cent of the :;éwspapera are
distributed. The Kuybyshevslejp, and also the Sverdlovsieye, Orlovskeyf,
and Tatarslyge oblast committees of the perty do not show the necessary
concern for the timely publication of the newspepers or for the improve-
ment of the contents and the polygraphic formation of the local press.
The wnsatisfactory quality of the newspepers and their tardy publication
displeeses the readers and reduces the demand for the newspeper.

The TsK KPSS also noted that the Ministry of Commnications of the
USSR and organs of Soyuzpechat' in local ereas are unsntﬁf-.ctorily ful-
£111ing the decree of the Central Committee of 10 November 1950, "On the
Shortcomings in the Work of Soyuzpechat' of the Ministry of Commnications
of the USSR", .and they have not yet eliminated the substential shortcomings
in the distribution of the periodiéul press, especially in rurel arees. The
organs of Scyuzpechat‘ poorly organiz? subscriptions to the newspapers and
megezines and are late in their delivery to the resders. In Orlovskaya
Oblast, the Novosel'skiy Rayon dffice of Communications receives newspapers
daily, while they are sent to the rural departments and agencies only three
times a month with batches for seven to nine days. .

Many newspapers and magezines remain undistributed; +they ggt stuck in
the commercial net end are thus unused.

Because of the unsatisfactory work of Soyuzpechat®! and the Main

Administration of Agricultural Propegande of the Minié‘hry of Agriculture
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and Agricultural Procurement of the USSR, snd also of the agitprop sections
of the cblast and kray committees of the KPSS, and the central committees
of the communist parties of the union republics, some industrial-technical
and agriculturel magezines are not fully distributed, and they az.'e not
printed up in considersble quentities. Out of 100,000 copies of the
circulation of the magazine, Dostizheniya Nauki i Peredovoge Opyia v
Sel'skom Khozyaystve [Achievements of Science and Progressive Experience

15 Agriculture}, 89,500 copies are distributed; out of 200,000 copies of
the circulation of the magezine Kolkhoznoye Proizvodstvo [Kolkhoz Productionl,
181,600 copies are distributed. The poor distribution of agricultursl news-
pepers and magezines causes serious dsmege to the introduttion into kolkhoz
production of the achievements of Soviet agricultural science and the
experience of leading kolkhozes, sovkhozes, and MIS.

The TsK KPSS ordered the oblast snd kray committees of the KPSS and the
central committees of the comeunist parties of the union republics to eliminate
theb shortcomings which were noted in the distribution of the press; at the
bureau to regularly discuss problems in the distribution of newspapers and
megazines among the population; to keep a regular watch on the circulation
of each ne-.%épaper and megezine, and, if the prescribed circulation exceeds )
the demand, to reduce the circulation to the actual :"equire-ent; to entrust

the agitprop sections with constant control over the work of Soyuzpechat?

_ orgens and vith giving them the help they need in cerrying out subscriptions

for the x;evspapérs and megazines and in distributing the press.

It has been proposed that the central committees of the commmunist parties
of Belorussis, Kirgizia, and Kazakhstan take the necessary measures for the v
complete distribution of oblast, city, and rayon newspapers which are issued
in the national languages. '

The Ministry ‘or Commmicetions of the USSR end the Main Administretion
for the Disseminaticn end Distribution of the Press were ordered to eliminate

the shortcomings which were noted in the dissemination end distribution of the

"press.
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It has been proposed that the publishing houses and the editorial
gtaffs ensure the publication of the newspepers and megazines on time
and help Soyuzpechat' organs in the distribution of newspapers end
megezines through the publication of ‘articles and advertisements,
bearing in mind that the editorial staffs and publishing houses have
direct responsibility for the distribution of their own publications.
It has been established that the transportation costs suffered by
the organs of commmicetion because of terdiness in the publication
of the newspapers and megszines, are to be peid by the publishing
houses and editoriel staffs of the newspepers.

Tt has been proposed that the Ministry of Agriculture end
Agriculturel Procurement of the USSR cherge the Main Administration
for Agriculturel Propagande and Scientific Research Institutions
with the duty of helping Soyuzpechat' organs in the distribution of
egriculturel newspapers and megazines.

The TsK KPSS ordered the Ministry of Commnications of the USSR
to ensure the apportionment of magezines eand newspepers by retail to

the extent prescribed by the TsK KPSS.

i et o

ON THE SERIOUS SHORTCOMINGS IN THE WORK OF GOSPOLITIZDAT [THE

STATE PUBLISHING HOUSE OF POLITICAL LITERATURE]

Decree of the TsK KPSS of December 1953
In its decree "On the Serious Shortcomings in the Work of

Gospolitizdet," adopted 24 Deceqb;r 1953, TsK KPSS noted serious
shortcomings in the work of Gospolitizdat. The Publishing House

is behind in the tesks set by the party in the field of ideological
work and of the commmist education of workers; it does not satisfy
the increesing demands of the party cadres, the Soviet intelligentsis,
and the broad populer masses for present-day political literature; it
allows great errors, both in subject matter and in ideological content
of books. . '

Gospolitizdat publishes little mass-political literature, especially
books and pamphlets expleining the decisions of the 19th Party Congress,
the Five-Year Plan for the development of the USSR, end the by-laws of
the Commmist Party of the Soviet Union; it shows delay in the prope-
genda -of the decisions of the September Plenum of the TsK KPSS and the
decrees of the TsK KPSS and the Soviet Government, which were directed
toward e further increase in the materiel prosperity of the Soviet
people. The most importent problems of international life, the struggle
of the Soviet Union f‘or peace among nations, snd the peaceful settlement
of international problems are inadequately explained in the literature
on problems in international policy.

The Gospolitizdat does not publish books generalizing the experience

of work of the party organizatidns and it does not popularize the

experience of the best propag‘andists. The Publishing House has been
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isolated from the party organizations; it does not enlist the services
of workers for writing books on problems of party construction.

Few serious monographs are published on economics, philosophy,
and history, especially on the economics and history of the Soviet
society. The decision of the TsK KPSS concerning the publication of
a series of popular pamphlets on Marxism-Leninism in 1953 is not being
carried out.

The Gospolitizdat conducts a poor struggle for s rise in the
ideological and theoretical level of published literature. In many
books the deep Marxist-Leninist anelysis of very important political
problems is replaced by dogmatism and the citing of quotetions; +the
leading role of the Commmist Party is weakly revealed and the role
of the populer masses in history is not pointed out. These errors
were most clearly shown in Kratkiy Politicheskiy Slovar' [“A Short
Political Dictione.ry"], publi‘shed in 1953, and in a series of popular
pamphlets, S'yezdy i Konferentsii VKP(b) [Congresses and Conferences
of the VKP(b)].

The serious shortcomings and errors in the work of Gospolitizdat
sre due primarily to the fact that the publishing House only weakly
tekes the needs of the readers into consideration when plenning the
publication of lite:;'nture ; it waits until menuscripts just drift in.
For the creation of e pqlitic-l 'bgok, they insufficiently enlist the
aid of the best theoretical workers in our party, of the party aktiv,
and of eminent publicists and workers of scientific establishments.

Persons with little skill often appear in the capacity of authors of

books .
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Comrade Kovelev, the director of the Publishing House does not
give the proper leadership to the editorial workers; he is not very
familier with the affairs of the editorial steffs and until recently
he wes uncritic;l in his evalustion of the activity of the Gospolitizdat.
A ne‘gligent attitude toward the publication of books exists in the
?ublisi:ing ‘House, for part of the msnuscripts are not read either by
the editor-in-chief and his assistents, o by the heads of editorial
staffs. Collective discussions of the most cruciel publications are
not conducted. The Ministry of Culture of the USSR exercises only wesk
control over the work of Gospolitizdat; it has not influence upon the
neture and the content of the literature which it publishes end it does
not give the necessary\ .uid to the Publishing House.

The TsK KPSS ordercd Go‘apolitizdat (Comrade Kovalev) and the Ministry
of Culture of the USSR (Comrade Stoletov)“to eliminate the serious short-
comings end errors in the work of the Gospolitizdat noted in the decree
and to take memsures for the radical improvement of its activity.

Gospolitizd.af; 18 to consider es its most importent task the publi-
cation of literature, creatively treating the theory and history of the
Communist. Party, illumineting the regularity of development of the Soviet
society, propegendizing the policy of the party and the Soviet Government,
and literature directed at a further increase in the pros}ierity of the
Soviet pecple. In books and pemphlets on questions 6: Marxist-Leninist
theory, develop the decisive role of the popular masses in history and
the role of the Commmist Party as & guiding and directing ;‘orce in
the buildi.ng-uf' of commnism; propagandize the ideas of Soviet petriotism,

proletarian internationalism, and the friendship of the peoples- of the.

USSR.
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On the basis of the develozment of the basic ideas of Merxism-

Leninism, it is necessary to expla:n extensively in politicel
literature the domestic and foreign policies of our party, which
were formuleted through the years.

The TsK KPSS ordered the Gospolitizdat to radicslly improve
the publication of mass-political literature, to ersure en incresse
in the quentity and quality of populer political books for the people,

to quickly and opportunely reflect in 1literature the most importent
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problems of the building-up "6f comxmnism and the policy of the Commmnist
Party and the Soviet Government in the field of internstionel relstions.
For the purpose of raising the quality of mess-politicel literature
and of attracting highly-skilled writers and reviewers into creating
this literature, Gospolitizdat has been suthorized to pay higher fees
for political pamphlets and slso for reviews for this literature.
The TsK KPSS propceed that Gospolitizdet put an end to underestimating
1itersture on the building-up of the party. In 1954, it was suggested

that a series of pamphlets be published generslizing the experience of

e

the work of party organization and also the work of the best propagendists

g

snd agitators; that an editorial staff for literature on the building-up
of the party be created in Gospolitizdet.

The TsK KPSS hes ovdered that the main editoriel staff of the
publishing house be strengthened and thet the number of assistents to
the editor-in-chief be increased to four persons. The mein editorial
staff must read over the manuscripts of all books before signing them
for printing and also mugt collectively discuss the most important
menuscriptg and hear reports of the editorisl staffs of the Publishing

House concerning work on the selection of authors end the editing snd

reviewing of books.
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